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NOTE 


SUBJECT Dissension between British and Free French in Syria 
and the Lebanon. 


Reports that General Catroux arrived in Cairo to 
discuss certain Free French questions with Lyttelton; 
states - remains a source of concern; declaration of ' 
the independence of the Lebanon was delayed because 
of drafts under preparation in London, by Irute and 
Cairo, and in future it is hoped that broad decisions 
be reached in London and the working out of details 
be left to Catroux and Lyttelton. 
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Secretary of State, 






DEPART MENT OF STATE 
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DIVISION OF (ut 
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Washington. 


493, December 24, noon, 
My 472, December 2, 
The Foreign Minister of the Lebanese Republic 


has sent me c formel note dated December 22 in which 


e1it1/10° 3068 


he announces the proclamre tion of the independence of ( 
the Lebenon and stctses thet he cssumed cherge of the 
Ministry of "Cxterneal Affoirs"” cs from December lst, 
I em replying informally in the sense suggested 
by the Department's 186, October 13 for the Syrian 
Poreign Minister, 
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Secretary of State, r ‘A 
Washington, a 
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494, December 29, 1 pore py 


My Te, October 29, 11 am. _ 
as in me case of Syria King George VI sent 
on December 27th a telegram to the President of the 


Lebanese Republic in which he conveys felicitations 
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ond best wishes, He expresses a hope thet the good 
understending between Great Britain and the Lebanon 
will become “conducive to the general observance of 
the principles of liberty cnd justice that they 
both value so highly," . 

In the cbsence of General Spears who is in 


London the acting hecd of the mission will, gn 
ae ; }- 
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Deceriber Slst, extend formal recognition to’ the 
Lebanese Govermient on behalf of His Majesty's 
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Goverment, 
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My 494/ December 29, 1 Pom. 
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Belgian Government has recognized the indepen- 


dence of the Lebanese Republic. 
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SuBJECT: Transmitting Memorandum addressed 
to the President of the United 
States by Prominent Lebanese. 
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Referring to my telegram No. 475 of December 6, 
ll aeme, I have the honor to transmit herewith an 
unsealed envelope addressed to the President of the 
United States. 

As a copy of the contents was given to me at the 
seme time I am enclosing it, together with an English 
translation, for the files of the Department. 

Although the original is dated November 30, 1941, 
it was only handed to me on December 6th. 

The document consists of a Mémoire signed by 27 
prominent Lebanese who point out that the proclamation 
of the independence of the Lebanon by General Catroux 
on November 26, 1941, referred to the treaty of 1936 
between the Lebanon and wrens and was therefore ups 
in harmony either with the declarations of President 
Roosevelt and Mr. Churehill or the promises of the Free 
French - especially as no reference to the 1956 treaty 
was made in the proclamation of Syrian independence of 


September’ 





911/10°35S068& 


Zrel 2 NV 


dy/ Sd 


2 


-2= 


September 27, 1941. They therefore claim for the Lebanon 
"an effective independence which will permit it to decide 
freely its own fate", and they decline to be bound by any 
international agreements unless they are approved by "a 
freely elected Assembly and with the concurrence of a 
government deriving from such Assembly". 

The wording of the document is, on the whole, 
moderate and dignified. ‘the signers belong mostly to 
the so-called "Constitutional Party" of which Beshara 
Khoury is the leader. Although nearly every religious 
community is represented the Maronites predominate, and 
two of the notables who signed are the Maronite Arch- 
bishops of Beirut and Tyre. 

Beshara Khoury and some of his principal followers 
have indirectly sent word to me that they considered 
themselves a more representative group than the new 
Lebanese Government, but that for the time being they 
would refrain from creating an organized Opposition and. 
would only watch the Naccache government to see that no 
agreement is signed with the Free French which might be 
derogatory to the permanent rights and interests of an 
independent Lebanese State. 

Respectfully yours, 


e H. 
Ame can Con#ul Gene 


Enclosures: 
1. Unsealed envelope addressed 
to President Roosevelt. 
2. Copy of Mémoire dated Novem- 
ber 30, 1941. 
3. Translation of Mémoire. 


Triplicate to the Department. 
Copy sent to American Embassy, London. 
Copy sent to American Legation, Cairo. 
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(Enclosure No. 2 to despatch No.Z2Q¢ from the American 
oe General, Beirut, Lebanon, dated December ce 


(COPY) 


Mémoire adress 
& Son Excellence Monsieur Franklin ROOSEVEL? 
Président des Etats-Unis d'Amérique 
WASHINGTON 





Les signataires du présent mémoire, 


Vu les déclarations répétées de M. Winston Churchill, 
Premier Ministre d'Angleterre, ainsi que 1l'échange de 
lettres intervenu entre le Général de Gaulle, Chef des 
Frangais Libres, et M. Lyttelton, Ministre d'Etat Britan- 
nique, le 7 aofit 1941, reconnaissant l'indépendance des 
Etats de Syrie et du Liban sans que la position préémi- 
nente de la France rs rapport A toute autre Puissance 
européenne porte pr judice & cette mesure essentieile; 


Vu la déclaration commune publiée A l'issue de la 
Conférence de i'Atlantique par laqueile.Monsieur Roosevelt, 
Président des Etats-Unis d'Amérique, et Monsieur Winston 
Churchill, Premier Ministre Britannique, ont proclamé la 
liberté pour les peuples de choisir leur propre sort; 


Vu 1'idéal démocratique hautement proclamé par les 
Alliés comme un des buts essentiels de la guerre qu'ils 
poursui vent ; 


Vu que L'indépendance de i'Etat de Syrie, proclamée 
& Damas, et reconnue per le Gouvernement de Sa majesté 
Britannique, ne contient d'autres réserves ni restrictions 
que celles résultant des circonstances exceptionnelles et 
provisoires de la guerre; 


Considérant que le Liban a toujours joui d'une 
situation juridique internationale égale ceile de ia 
Syrie et a, au es degré, acquis le droit de décider de 
ses propres destinées; 


Considérant la non concordance des déclarations 
d'indépendance Syrienne et Libanaise, par la référence 
dens la déclaration du 26 novembre 1941 A l'esprit et A 
la lettre du traité de 1936 qui n'est jamais entré en . 
vigueur ; 


Considérant, au surplus, qu'un des attributs les 
plus essentiels de i'indépendance consiste pour un pays 
dans le libre négociation de ses traités d'alliance, que 
- a@Sclaration du 26 novembre a porté une large atteinte 

ce prinpipe par l'adjonction de clauses de nature & 
engager 8 présent l'avenir du Liban: 


1) Revendiquent pour le Liban une indépendance 


effective lui permettant de décider librement de son 
propre sort, 


2) Proclament 


Bu 


2) Proclament d'ores et déj& que le pays ne saurait 
Stre engagé dans ses relations internationales, tant poli- 
tiques qu! $conomiques, que par le vote d'une Assemblée 
librement $lue et le concours d'un gouvernement émanant 
de cette Assemblée, 

Adressent le présent mémoire aux Gouvernements des - 
Etats-Unis d'Amérique, de Grande Bretagne et de la France 
Libre en tant qu'auteurs des déclarations auxquelles se 
sont référés les signataires. 


Le 30 novembre 1941. 
(Signatures) 
Monseigneur I. Moubarak, Officier de la Légion 
a'it 


onneur, Archev@que Maronite de Beyrouth; 


Monseigneur M. Sayegh, Officer de la Légion 
d'Honneur, Archev8que Grec-Catholique de Beyrouth; 


Monseigneur P. Méouchi, Archev@que Maronite de Tyr; 

Maftre Béchara Ei-Khoury, Chevalier de la Légion 
afHonneur, ancien Président du Conseil des 
Ministres; 

Emir Khaled Ch$hab, ancien Président de la Chambre 
des Députés, ancien Président du Conseil des 
Ministres; 


$$141m wonis, sees n Administrateur de Beyrouth, 
ancien Député, ancien Ministre; 


GSvran Tuéni, Propriétaire - Directeur du Journal 
"An-Nehar", ancien Député, ancien Ministre; 


Majid Arslan, ancien Député, ancien Ministre; 

Cemille Chamoun, ancien Député, ancien Ministre; 

Négib Osseirane, Chevaiier de ia Légion d'Honneur, 
ancien Vice-Président de la Chambre des 
Députés; 

Sabri Hamadé, ancien Député, ancien Ministre; 

Rachid Gemblat, ancien Député; 

Farid Ei-Khazen, ancien Député; 

Ibrahim Azer, ancien Député; 


Mouhieddine Naouli, Propriétaire - Directeur du 
Journal "Beyrouth", ancien Député; 


Docteur Elias Aad, ancien Député; 


Rachid 
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Rachid Beydoun, ancien Député4; 

Cheik Toufic Awad, ancien Député; 

Khalil Abi-Jaoudé, ancien Député; 

Zakia Toubia, ancien Député; 

Adel Osseirane, notable, propriétaire foncier; 
Georges Karam, notable, négociant; 

Nedra Isse-el-Khoury, notable, négociant; 
Izzet Gemblat, notable, propriétaire foncier; 


Toufik Wehbé, Proprigtaire - Directeur du 
Journal "Assia"; 


Georges Boustany, banquier; 
Habib Kairouz, propriétaire foncier, industriel. 


Comp. HT 


(Enclosure No.3 to despatch No,.226 from the American 
Consulate General, Beirut, Lebanon, dated December 7, 
1941.) 


( TRANSLATION ) 
November 30, 1941. 
Mémoire Addressed To 


His Excellency Franklin Roosevelt 
President of the United States of america. 


In view of the repeated declarations of Mr. Winston 
Churchill, Prime Minister of England, as well as the ex- 
change of letters which took place between General de Gaulle, 
Chief of the Bree French, and Mr. Lyttelton, British Minister 
of State, on August 7, 1941, recognizing the independence 
of the States of Syria and the Lebanon without permitting 
the pre~eminent position of France in relation to any other 
European Power to prejudice this essential measure; 


In view of the joint declaration published following 
the Conference of the Atlantic by which Mr. Roosevelt, 
President of the United States of America and Mr. Winston 
Churchill, British Prime Minister, proclaimed the liberty 
of peoples to choose their own fate; 


In view of the democratic ideal widely proclaimed by 
the Allies as one of the essential aims of the war which 
they are carrying on; 


Whereas the independence of the State of Syria, pro- 
claimed at Damascus and recognized by the Government of His 
Britannic Majesty, contains no other reservations or restrio- 
tions than those resulting from the exceptienal and temporary 
ciroumstences of the war; 


Whereas the Lebanon has always enjoyed an international 
juridical position equal to that of Syria and has, to the same 
degree, acquired the right to decide its own destinies; 


Considering the lack of concordance between the Syrian 
and Lebanese declarations of independence by the reference in 
the declaration of November 26, 1941, to the spirit and to the 
letter of the treaty of 1936 which had never entered into effect; 


Whereas, in addition, one of the most essential attributes 
of complete independence of a country consists in the free ne- 
gotiation of its treaties of alliance, and whereas the declara- 
tion of November 26 has greatly impaired this principle by the 
addition of clauses of a nature to involve from now on the 
future of the Lebanon; 


The signatories of the present mémoire, 

(1) Claim for the Lebanon an effective independence 
permitting it freely to decide its own fate, 

(2) Deelare once and for all that the country cen not 
be bound in its international relations, either political or 
economic except by the vote of a freely elected Assembly and 
by the concurrence of a government emanating from this Assembly. 

They address the present mémoire to the Governments of the 
United States of America, of Great Britain and Free France, as 
s a of the declarations to which the signatories have 
referred. 


(Here follow the signatures of 27 prominent _ebanese) 


Enclosure No. 1 to despatch No. Z72 from the American 


Consulate General, Beirut, Lebanon, dated December 7 


1941. 


WASHINGTON 


PRESIDENT DES ETATS-UNIS D'AMERIQUE 


SON EXCELLENCE MONSIEUR FRANKLIN ROOSEVELT 


Mémoire adressé 


& Son Excellence Monsieur Franklin ROOSEVELT 
Président des Etats-Unis d'Amérique 
WASHINGTON 


Les signataires du présent mémoire, 


Vu les déclarations répétées de M. Winston Churchill, 
Premier Ministre d'Angleterre, ainsi que l'échange de lettres 
intervenu entre le Général de Gaulle, Chef des Francais Libres, 
et M, Lyttleton, Ministre d'Etat Britannique le 7 Aofit I94I 
reconnaissant l'indépendance des Etats de Syrie et du Liban sans 
que la position prééminente de la France par rapport A toute 
autre Puissance européenne porte préjudice A cette mesure 
essentielle; 

Vu la déclaration commune publiée & l'issue de la 
Conférence de lL'Atlantique par laquelle Monsieur Roosevelt, 
Président des Etats-Unis d'Amérique et Monsieur Winston Churchill, 
Premier Ministre Britannique ont proclamé la liberté pour les 
peuples de choisir leur propre sort; 

Vu l'idéal démocratique hautement proclamé par les 
Alliés comme un des buts essentiels de la guerre qu'ils poursuivent; 

Vu que l'indépendance de 1'Etat de Syrie, proclamée a 
Damas, et reconnue par le Gouvernement de Sa Majesté Britannique, 
ne contient d'autres réserves ni restrictions que celles résultant 
des circonstances exceptionnelles et provisoires de la guerre; 

Considérant que le Liban a toujours joui d'une situation 
juridique internationale é6gale A celle de la Syrie et a, au méme 


degré, acquis le droit de décider de ses propres destinées. 


@eeeeeeeeoaeneee 






i Whe. 
Considérant la non concordance des déclarations 


d'indépendance Syrienne et Libanaise, par la référence dans la 
déclaration du 26 Novembre I94I 4 l'esprit et A la lettre du 
traité de 1936 qui n'est jemais entré en vigueur; 
Considérant, au surplus, qu'un des attributs les plus 
essentiels de l'indépendance consiste pour un pays dans la libre 
négociation de ses traités d'alliance, que la déclaration du 
26 Novembre a porté une large atteinte 4 ce principe par 
l'adjonction de clauses de nature A engager dés a présent 1' avenir 


du Liban; 


I°) Revendiquent pour le Liban une indépendance effective 
lui permettant de décider librement de son propre sort, 

2°) Proclament dtores et déja que le pays ne saurait é6tre 
engagé dens ses relations internationales, tant politiques 
qu' économiques que par le vote d'une Assemblée librement élue 


et le concours d'un gouvernement émanant de cette Assemblée. 


Adressent le présent mémoire aux Gouvernements des 
Etats-Unis d'Amérique, de Grande Bretagne et de la France Libre 


en tant qu’auteurs des déclarations auxquelles se sont référés 


les pignatatress/ xe Yo ac aku Bee. Vag he M 
) BL ei ed wh he Meee 
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Monseigneur I. Moubarak, 


Monseigneur M. Sayegh 


Monseigneur P. Méouchi 
MM. Béchara El-Khoury 


Emir Khaled Chéhab 
Sélim Tacla 
Gébran Tuéni 


Majid Arslan 
Camille Chamoun 


Négib Osseirane 


Sabri Hamadé 
Rachid Gemblat 
‘Farid E1-Khazen 
Ibrahim Azer 
Mouhieddine Nsouli 


Docteur Elias Aad 
Rachid Dsvdoin 
Cheik Touric Awad 
Khelil Abi-Jaoudé 
Zakia Toubia 





Officier de le Légion d'Honneur, 
Archevéque Maronite de Beyrouth, 


Officier de la Légion d'Honneur, 
Arche véque Grec-Catholique de Beyrouth, 


Archevéque Maronite de Tyr, 


Chevalier de la Légion d'Honneur, ancien 
Président cu Conseil des Ministres, 


Ancien Président de la Chambre des Députés, 
ancien Président du Conseil des Ministres, 


Ancien Administrateur de Beyrouth, ancien 
Député, ancien Ministre, 


Propriétaire - Directeur du Journal 
“An-Nahar" , ancien Député, ancien Ministre, 


Ancien Député, encien Ministre, 
Ancien Député, ancien Ministre, 


Chevalier de la Légion d'Honneur, ancien 
Vice-Président de la Chambre des Députés, 


Ancien Député, ancien Ministre, 
Ancien Député, 
Ancien Député, 
Ancien Député, 


Propriétaire - Directeur du Journal 
"Beyrouth" , ancien Député, 


Ancien Député, 
Ancien Député, 
Ancien Député, 
Ancien Député, 
Ancien Député, 


@eeeeeeeeed 


MM. 


Adel Osseirane 
Georges Karam 

Nadra Issa-el-Khoury 
Izzet Gemblat 
Toufik Wehbé 


Georges Boustany 


Habib Kairouz 


Notable, propriétaire foncier 5 
Notable, négociant, 
Notable, négociant, 
Notable, propriétaire foncier, 


Propriétaire - Directeur du Journal 
"Assia", 


Banquier, 


Propriétaire foncier, industriel. 


SOGALe MB yo. 


My dear Mr. President: 

There is transmitted herewith a communication 
addressed to you by twenty-seven prominent Lebanese 
eitiszens, including three archbishops, six former cabinet 
officers, and fifteen deputies, which was handed to the 
American Coneul General at Beirut recently. The purpose 
of the communication is to protest against the feilure 
of the Lebanon to obtain the same measure of national 
independence as has been promised to Syrie, and to claim 
for the Lebanon an "effective independence". 

the background of the subject is as follows: In 1936 
the Government of “rance negotiated separate treaties with 
Syria and with the Lebanon, designed to accord independence, 
with certain reservations, to each of those areas. The 
treaties, which failed of ratification by the Freneh 
Parliament due to opposition by certain French officials 
who felt that they accorded too full a measure of indepen- 
dence, were also objected to by many Syrian and Lebanese 

leaders, y 
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The President, z 
The White House. 
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a7 

4 
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leaders, but on the grounds that the extent of indepen- 
dence accorded was not full enough. 

Following the ending of hostilities in Syria and 
the Lebanon, General Catroux, acting on behalf of the 
Free French, issued a proclamation in Damascus on Septem- 
ver 27, 1941 declaring the independence of Syria. In 
this proclamation he made no reference to the t reaties 
negotiated in 1936. On November 26, 1941 General Catroux 
iesued a separate proclamation declaring the independence 
of the Lebanon, but referring "to the spirit and to the 
letter of the treaty of 1936." The Lebanese see in this 
reference an intention by the Free Freneh to maintain a 
Gloser control over the Lebanon than over Syria after the 
war. 

I euggest that our Coneul General at Beirut be 
inetructed, in acknowledging the receipt of the communica- 
tion he hae tranemitted, to assure the distinguished 
signers thereof that the American Government, which is in 
full sympathy with the natural aspirations of. the Lebanese 
peoples, will accord appropriate and timely consideration 

oR to the views which have been submitted. 
We 1942 Faithfully yours, 
Enclosure: Cordell Hull 


Unsealed envelope. 
4¥" 
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Washington. tO 
oO 
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9 10, January 16, 10 am ® 
y O 
a My telegram no, 6, January! 15, 11 Aes = 
_ 
\ Egypt and Greece have recognized the Lebanese a 
Government. 19) 
ENGERT 
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RUSH 
ll, January 16, 3 Pelle pe 
(BEGIN BROWN) My 493, Dedember 24, noon, 

I have just received a letter from the 
Lebanese Fortign Minister in which he states 
that his Government “has examined with the greatest 


attention the declaration made to the press No= 
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vember 29, 1941 by the Department of State defining 
the American attitude with regard to the indepens. 
zm 


Set 


dence of Syria and the Lebanon", ee 
Le 


He says he notes that. the Government of thi 


‘ 


alg 
a 


United States has in mind the conclusion of ve 
cords to take the place of the Fronco*American 
Treaty of 1924 and continues “but pending the con- 
clusion of such fresh accords and in view of the 
difficulties resulting from the present war con= 
ditions the Lebanese Government would be disposed 
to assume the obligations under the Paris Treaty 


HW / Sd 


and to assure to the United States and its Nationals 


( 


the enjoyment 


1418 


~2=#11, January 16, 3 peme, from Beirut 


the enjoyment ond benefits of all rights and ade-:-- 
vantages conferred upon them by that Treaty. 

A provisional accord in this sense would re- 
main in force until the conelusion of new accords 
which would satisfy both parties and which would 
be negotiated as soon as the International situ» 
ation makes such neégotintions possible. 

The Lebanese Government hopes that if its 
proposal is accepted there will be nothing left 
to prevent the recoynition of Lebanese independence 
by the Government o the United States of America", 

The Foreign Minister has told me verbally that 
the acceptance of his suggestion would greatly 
strengthen the position of his Government and would 
be to the interest of the Allied cause Especially 
now that the United States were also in the war, 
(END BROVWN) 

Please se€ also the third paragraph of my 
telegram 426, October 24 and the numbered paragraphs 
of my 434, October 30. 

Repeated to London by mail to Cairo. 


ENGERT 


TO THE FILE UNIT: 


Withdraw the vaner bearing the file number 
ehown on the right hand margin and insert this 
sheet in the file as a charge. If the vaper is 
not in file, indicate its probable location and 
eend naners or sheet for vnapers not in file to 


Mr, Leigh, Room 465, 


This vaner has been removed for examination 
to determine whether it should be returned to 
the White House, See letter from White House 
dated December 14, 1943 (116,3/4763) 





021/10°3068 


February 4, 1942 


Cornelius Van H. Engert, Esquire, 

American Consul General, 

Beirut, Lebanon. 
Sir: 

Reference is made to your despatch no. 226, Decem- 
ber 7, 1941, enclosing a communication addressed to the 
President wy twenty-seven prominent Lebanese regarding 
the proclamation of the independence of the Lebanon 
issued by General Catroux on November 26, 1941. 

The communication has been placed before the 
President, who requests that you make appropriate ac~- 
knowledgement of its receipt, and that you assure the 
distinguished signers thereof that the American Govern- 
ment, which is in full sympathy with the natural aspira- 
tions of the Lebanese peoples, will accord appropriate 
and timely consideration to the views which they have 
submitted. 

Very truly yours, 
For the Secretary of State: 
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My dear Mr. President: 
There is tranemitted herewith a vourersenle 
addressed to you by twenty-seven prominent Lebanese 
citizens, including three archbishops, six former cabinet 
officers, and fifteen deputies, which was handed to thh 
American Consul General at Beirut recently. The purpose 
of the communication is to protest against the failure 
of the Lebanon to obtain the same measure of national 
indenendence as has been promised to Syria, and to claim 


for the Lebanon an "effective independence". 


gectee Ye “hee 


The background of the subject is as follows: In 1936 


the Government of France negotiated separate treeties with 


Syria and with the Lebanon, designed to accord independence, 


with certain reservations, to each of those areas, The 
treaties, which failed of ratification by the French 


Parliament due to opvosition by certain French officiale 


fo 
de 
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who felt that they accorded too full a measure of indepen- 


dence, were also objected to by many Syrian and Lebanese 


leaders, 


The President, 
The White House, 
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leaders, but on the grounds that the extent of indepen- 
dence accorded was not full enough. 

Following the ending of hostilities in Syria and 
the Lebanon, General Catroux, acting on behalf of the 
Free French, issued a proclamation in Damascus on Septen-. 
ber 27, 1941 declaring the independence of Syria. In 
this proclamation he made no reference to the treaties 
negotiated in 1936. On November 26, 1941 General Catroux 
issued a separate proclamation declaring the independence 
of the Lebanon, but referring “to the spirit and to the 
letter of the treaty of 1936." The Lebanese see in this 
reference an intention by the Free Frenoh to maintain a 
closer control over the Lebanon than over Syria after the 
war, 

I suggest that our Consul General at Beirut be 
instructed, in acknowledging the receivt of the communica- 
tion he has transmitted, to assure the distinguished 
signers thereof that the American Government, which is in 
full sympathy with the natural aspirations of the Lebanese 
peoples, will accord appropriate and timely consideretion 
to the views which have been submitted. 


Faithfully yours, 


Enclosure: 
Unsealed envelope. ( ry re 
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SIR: 


1941, I have the honor to enclose herewith a copy and 


f2171to”’ 


translation of the Declaration which the Lebanese Cabinet 
issued on December llth and which it calls its "program", 

Although the statement can hardly be considered a 
detuiled program it does contain an expression of the 
Lebanese Government's hopes and aspirations, together 
with a few references to internal reforms. 

The gist of the contents was given in the above- 
mentioned telegram No. 481. 

Respectful 


i Ame. 
Enclosures: 


1. Copy of Declaration of 
Lebanese Government. 
2. Translation of above. 
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Quadruplicate to the Department. 
Copy sent to American Embassy, London. 


4u/Sd 


710 
CVHE/ht 


(Enclosure No. 1 to cespat 
Consulate Generel, Beirut 
1341.) 


.Kr f f 
ck INO 23 ¥ fron tre 


» Lebdunon, 


American 


dated 


becember 


> 
—_— 


DEC li 


LA DECLARATION DU NOUVEAU 
GOUVERNEMENT LIBANAIS 
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Nous reproduisons ci-aprés le texte de la déclaralion gouvernemen- 
fale qui nous a été remis tard dans la soirée de mercredi : 


« Dans sa proclamation du 26 oc- 
tobre dernier, S.E. le Général Ca- 
troux, Déelégué Général et Ministre 
Plénipeotentiaire, se basant sur une 
déclaration antérieure faite le 8 juin 

, 1941 au nom de laFrance Libre et de 
‘la Grande-Bretagne a reconnu !'in- 
,dépendance du Liban dans ses fron. 
| tiéres naturelles ainsi que sa souve- 
| raineté nationale, réalisant ainsi les 
voeux et les aspirations séculaires 
des Libanais. 


«Le premier Gouvernement du _ Li- 
ban Indépendant estime qu’il est de 
son devoir d’exprimer aux deux 

uissances alliées la. gratitude des 

ibanais, leur entiére conflance en 
elles et leur.admiration pour le ma- 
gnifique effort de guerre qu’elles dé- 
ploient dans leur jutte peur ta liber- 
té et la dignité humaine. 


«Dans lintérét supérieur du pays 
et ur cimenter plus fortement 
lunité nationale, Son. Excellence le 
Président de la République a tenu a 
ce que toutes les Communautés et 
toutes les régions dont se compose 
le Liban fussentreprésentées au sein 
du Premier Gouvernement constitué 
aprés la proclamation de'l’ladépen- 
dance, 

«Le Gouvernement auquel sont dé- 
volus les deux pouvoirs exécutif et 
législatif fera tout ce qui est en son 

uvoir pour réaliser l'Union et 
PRntente entre tous les éléments et 
toutes les régions du pays; il n’igno- 
re pas les difficultés de l’heure pré- 
sente; c’est pourquoi il exhorte les 
Libanais a serrer leurs’ rangs et 4 
unir leurs forces spirituelles et mo- 
rales au service dela cause natio- 
nale. 

«Le Gouvernement qui vient de se 
former en des circonstances excep- 
tionnellés considére comme son de- 
voir d’ache tic pays'vers T’exer- 
cice dé tous'sés droits dans tesdeux 
So maince intérieur stem irears il 
ve & Scfupule ne pas 
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nature & porter atteinte 4 sa souve- 
raineté et 4 son indépendance. 

« Dans le domaine intérieur, le 
Gouvernement s’efforcera en pre- 
mier lieu d’assurerle revitaillément 
da Liban, Les. problémes|. économi- 
ques et sociaux, notamment de la 
situation des. salariés, retiendront 
spécialement son attention. 

« ppreeicenne lanprochain 
est déjasur le chantier: LeGouverne- 
ment envisage la refonte:du ue 
fiscal et la. modification: du mogtle 
de, perception assurant; ainsi au 
Trésor de nouvelles» ressources ‘qui 
permettront la..réalisation de pro- 
jets.d’utilité penSanes tion, 
dans’ la mesure: du , des 
dommages de guerre, le: ravitaille- 
ment dela classe pauvre et: la re- 
construction, des onvrages ~d’art et 
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istrature, sens garantie. d'une 
cae rapide -disttbeaion ode jla 
— iadministralif, actes. Nou 
i sides: lois ‘et | 


eens en vigueur ; il prévoit 
I'élaboration de textes législatifs en 
vue d’une décentralisation qui éten- 
drait les pouvoirs des autorités 
administratives dans les districts et 
les cazas ;en méme temps il sur- 
veillera de trés pres le fonctionne- 
ment des différents services de l’Etat 
et des Municipalités, toute défail- 
dance devant étre rigoureusement 
‘réprimée, 


«Le Gouvernement combattra_ im- 
pitoyablement toute tentative d’ac- 
caparement; a cet effet des lois ré- 
pressives trés sévéres seront pro- 
maulguées pour protéger les consom- 
mateurs contre la voracité des ac- 
capareurs. 


« En ce qui_concerne }'économie 
nationale, le Gouvernement encou- 
ragera la culture des céréales et s’ef- 
forcera dé faire «boutir les travaux 
d'irvigation. Le pays sera ainsi en 
mesure d’exploiter intensivement 
son sol et de se passer autant que 
possible de l’étranger pour son ra- 
vitaillement. A ce propos le Gouver- 
nement se doit d’exprimer sa grati- 
tude aux deux puissances alliées 
pour le concours qu’elles ont prété 
en vue de faciliter l’importation du 
blé et autres denrées alimentaires 
nécessaires 4 la consommation des 
habitants. 

Le Gouvernement ne manquera pas 
d'aplanir les difficultées et estraves 
que le tourisme a jusqu’tei Péefticon- 
trées ; toutes facilités seront accor- 
dées aux'estiveurs et aux amateurs 
de sports d’hivér dont le confart et 
le bien-étre seront par tous les mo- 
yens garantis. 

Le Gouvernement s'efforcera de 
répandre Vinstruction dans jes villa- 
ges et d’unifier les programmes d’en- 
seiggement en vue de donner a la 
jeunesse li ise ume culture ayant 
un oe ao io ‘ 

« L’hygiéne, 0, Vusse- 
chesiopt des’ aaiae be, fee uetion 

‘ut é) part 
dans les eréocodpations di Cotrer- 
nement. 

« La politique extérieure du Gou- 
vernement poursuivra tes: buts sui- 
vanis : ' 

« 1) Assurer au Liban l'exercice de 
tous ses droits d’Etat suuverain et 
indépendant ; 

« 2) Etablir avec les pays voisins 
et particuliérement avec Syrie, 
des relations d’amitié et de bon voi- 


sinage; 

«f )évelopper les échanges éco- 
nomiques et culturels avec tous les 
pays voisins; 

« 4) Etablir les relations les plus 
intimes entre’ le Liban et tes Liba- 
nais & l’étranger. 

« 5) Créer aussit6t que les condi- 
tions politiques nécessairesse seront 
réalisées, une représentation exté- 
rieure .qui. assurera la..défense des 
“droits des‘ressor its*et ‘des inté - 
réts ltbanais a Vétranger. _ ’ 
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(Enclosure No. 2 tc despatch No. 23 trom the American 
ca General, Beirut, Lebanon, dated December 18 , 
4l. 


(From Le Jour, Beirut, of December 11, 1941.) 
(TRANSLATION ) 


DECLARATION OF THE NEW LEBANESE GOVERNMEN'! 





In his proclamation of October 26, last, His Excel- 
lency General Catroux, Delegate General and Plenipoten- 
tiary, basing himself on a previous declaration made on 
June 8, 1941, in the name of Free France and Great 
Britain, recognized the independence of the Lebanon 
within its natural frontiers, as well as its national 
sovereignty, thus realizing the wisnes and aspirations 
of the banese. 


The first Government of Independent Lebanon deems 
it its duty to express to the two Allied powers the 
gratitude of the Lebanese, their full confidence in them, 
and their admiration for the ificent war effort which 
they are making in their fight for liberty and human 
dignity. 


In the superior interests of the country and to 
strengthen national unity His Excellency the President 
of the Republic was anxious to have all the (religious) 
communities and all the regions of which the Lebanon is 
composed represented in the first Government constituted 
after the proclamation of Independence. 


The Government, upon which have devolved both 
executive and legislative authority, will do everything 
in its power to bring about union and harmony among all 
the elements and all the regions of the country; it is 
fully aware of the difficulties of the present hour; 
that is why it exhorts the Lebanese to get together and 
combine their spirituai and moral forces in order to 
serve the national cause. 


The Government which has just been formed under 
exceptional circumstances considers it its duty to lead 
the country towards exercising its rights in both the 
internal and external spheres; it will be very careful 
not to bind the country by engagements that might effect 
its sovereignty and its independence. 


In the internal domain the Government will first of 
all try to ensure food supplies for the Lebanon. It 
will give particular attention to economic and social 
problems, especially to the question of salaries. 


The budget for next year is aiready being studied. 
The Government proposes to improve the fiscal system 
and to modify the manner of collecting taxes, thus 
providing for the Treasury fresh resources which will 
permit of realizing new public utility projects, repair- 
ing as far as possible damage caused by war, providing 


food 


wile 


food for the poor, and rebuilding works of art and roads 
destroyed during the military operations. The economic 
improvements of the country will include all regions, and 
in the distribution of public works special consideration 
will be given to those regions which have so fer been the 
least favored. A loan of two million Lebanese pounds will 
be contracted for this purpose. ‘ 


The Government will carefully safeguard the independ- 
ence of magistrates - the only means of ensuring a sound 
and speedy administration of justice. 


In the administrative domain the Government will see 
to it that the laws and regulations in force are rigorously 
applied; it proposes the elaboration of legislative texts 
with a view to decentralization, thus increasing the powers 
of the administrative authorities in the districts and 
cazas; at the same time it will supervise closely the 
functioning of the various departments of the State and 
of the Municipalities, severely punishing any delinquency. 


The Government will combat inexorably every attempt 
at hoarding; in this respect very severe punitive laws 
will be promulgated in order to protect the public against 
the greed of profiteers. 


As regards national economy, the Government will 
encourage the cultivation of grain and the completion of 
irrigation works. The country will thus be in a position 
to exploit intensively its soil and to depend as little 
as possible on food supplies from abroad. In this con- 
nection the Government must express its gratitude to the 
two Allied powers for facilitating the importation of 
wheat and other foodstuffs required by the inhabitants. 


The Government will not fail to remove the difficul- 
ties and obstacles which have so far stood in the way of 
the tourist trade; every facility will be accorded to 
tourists and lovers of winter sports and no effort will 
be spared to ensure their comfort and weil-being. 


The Government will try to extend education to the 
villages and to have uniform programs in order to give 
the Lebanese youth education of a national character. 


Hygiene, prophilaxis, draining of marshes, and pro- 
viding drink water will be among the main objects of 
the Government's deliberations. 


The external policy of the Government will consist 
of the following points: 


(1) To assure to the Lebanon the exercise of the 
full rights of a sovereign.and independent State; 


(2) To establish with the neighboring countries, 
and particularly with Syria, relations of friendship 
and good neighborliness; 


(3) To develop economic and culturai exchanges with 
all neighboring countries; 


(4) To 


= 


(4) To establish the closest possible relations 
between the Lebanon and the Lebanese abroad; 


(5) To create, as soon as the necessary political 
conditions shall have been realized, a foreign representa- 
tion for the protection of Lebanese nationals and their 
interests abroad. 


At the moment when a new era is beginning for the 
country the Government expresses its sincere 3s to 
His Excellency Generai Catroux, the representative of 
Free France, for his efforts towards the accomplishment 
of our national aspirations. 


This is the ~ am which we submit to the Lebanese 
people. It will be charter which will prompt our 
acts. We are relying for its realization on the support 
of the Almighty and the confidence of our compatriots. 
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SuaJect: Letter from Prominent Lebanese re 
Proclamation of Lebanese Independence. 
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With reference to my despatch No. 226' of December 
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7, 1941, I now have the honor to transmit a further 
document regarding dissatisfaction in certain circles 
with the wording of the recent proclamation of the 
independence of the Lebanese Republic. 

This time it is in the form of a letter, dated 
December 15, 1941, addressed to me by seven prominent 
Lebanese physicians in Beirut, one of whom has informed 
me verbally that it would have been easy for them to 
obtain several hundred signatures. The text enclosed 
is a translation from the Arabic. 

The principal points made by the Signers of the 





letter are that the Lebanon should not have a status = 
different from that of Syria by being tied to the Jj 

19356 treaty with France, and that no treaty with the 
Pree French should be signed until circumstances permit | 


the U 


-Q— 
the election of a government which represents the will 
of the people. 


Respectfully yours, 


nile 


 ‘Pranslation of letter 
. dated December 15, 1941. 


Triplicate to the Department. 
Copy sent to American Embassy, London. 
Copy sent to American ares Cairo. 


(Enclosure to despateh No. 235 from the American Consulate 
General, Beirut, Lebanon, dated December 19, 1941.) 


( TRANSLATION ) 


Excellency, 


We, the undersigned, present to you a few cencral 
fundamental points in connection with the declaration of 
Lebanese Independence. If this petition does not carry 
the weight of a great number of signatures, 1t does never- 
theless express the opinion of the majority of the inhabitants 
who are not_under any pressure or influence. We have an 
absolute right to independence for which we have asked, and 
are still asking, on every occasion. 


We had expected, from all the declarations made by the 
leaders of Allied political circles during this war, 
especially between June 1941 to the present time, that our 
independence would not be less than the independence of 
Syria. 


As the declaration of Lebanese independence is not 
in conformity with the equality guaranteed by the Allies, 
who have taken as a basis the Treaty of 1936 which was 
not ratified, and which was forced on a parliament appointed 
by the authorities and which did not represent the will of 
the Lebanese people, we come with this document, assuring 
Your Excellency that the Lebanon considers that its 
independence should not be less than the Syrian independence 
in any way which might touch upon its sovereignty, unity 
or existence; that it should be equal to Syria in its rela- 
tions with the Allies. The right of the Lebanon to get 
what Syria got 1s not doubted by anyone. 


Irrespective of those who now govern, we draw the 
attention of Your Excellency to the fact that no Government 
and no person not deriving his power from the will of the 
people by election has the right to sign a political treaty. 


We believe that the present time does not permit public 
elections. Accordingly, we demand the delaying of the 
treaty until the war is finished. 


December 15, 1941. 


Signatures: Dr. Spiridon Abou El- Rouss 
Dr. Habib Khoury Ssadeh 
Dr. Elias Bakliné 
Dr. Salim Edriss 
Dr. George Hanna 
Dr. Towfik Famadi 
Dr. Elias Khoury 


A copy was presented to their Excellencies: 


The President of the Lebanese Republic 
fhe Delegate General of Free France 
The Head of the British Mission 

The American Consul General 


Trans.e AG 
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Your no. 11, January 16, and no. 35, February 6, 
9 p.m. 

The question of the recognition of Syrian and 
Lebanese independence continues to receive the Depart- 
ment's very active consideration, and although there 
ere certain inter-related problems which complicate the 
question, a further instruction to you should be possible 


in the near future. 
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AMERICAN CONSULATE GENERAL 
Beirut, Lebanon, January 31, 1942. 
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Referring to my telegram No. 11/of January 16, 





SIR: oe 


S pem., I have the honor to transmit herewith a copy 
of the French original, together with an English trans- 
lation, of a letter which the Minister of External 
Affairs of the Lebanese Republic, Hamid Bey Frangié, 
addressed to me under date of January 16, 1942. (En- 


gzi/1o0°3068 


) OW Closures Nos. 1-2). 

qv? yy In this letter he informs me that he has carefully 
t exemined the declaration made by the Government of the 
x \) oh United States on November 29, 1941, nee aspi- 

) a ¥ rations of Syria and the Lebanon, and especially its 

ay intention that sooner or later agreements be signed tq_ 
take the place of the treaty of 1924 between Prange and 

the United States, He suggests that pending the — 


a 


negotiations of fresh accords the Lebanese Government 


Wiv/Sd 


would be prepared "to assume the obligations under the 
Paris treaty and to assure to the United States and to 
its nationals the enjoyment and benefits of all rights 
and adventages conferred upon them by that treaty". 


{ 
Such 
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Such a provisional arrangement to remain in effect until 
the international situation made the conclusion of new 
accords feasible. In the meantime the Lebanese Govern- . 
ment hopes that the American Government would find it 
possible to extend its recognition to Lebanese independ - 
ence. 

To this letter I replied on January 17, 1942, (En- 
closure No. 5), to the effect that his proposal had been 
telegraphed to the Department and that I would inform him as 
soon as I received a reply. 

In this connection I also have the honor to refer 
to my telegram No. 493, December 24, 1941, in which I 
reported the receipt of a note from Monsieur Frangié 
advising me of his appointment as "Minister of External 
Affairs". A copy and translation of this letter, to- 
gether with a copy of my reply dated December 24, 1941, 
are transmitted with this despatch. (Enclosures Nos. 
4-6). As stated in my above-mentioned telegram No. 493 
I had intended to send him exactly the same reply I sent 
to the Syrian Foreign Minister on October 15, 1941 - see 
my despatch No. 178, October 22, 1941 - but when I told 
him in conversation what I had said in that letter, Mon- 
sieur Frengié asked if in answer to his letter I could 
not simply refer to the Department's declaration of 
November 29, 1941. As I saw no serious objection to 
doing so I complied with his request. 

I enclose also a copy and translation of an article 
which has just appeared in La Syrie of January 29, 1942, 
(Bmelosures Nos. 7-8), in which reference is made to 
recent conversations between the Foreign Ministers of 
Syria and the Lebanon, and in which the plans for a 


Syrian 
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Syrian diplomatic and consular service are discussed. 
(See, e.g., my telegram No. 17, January 23, 5 p.m). 
Incidentally, I have heard it mentioned that Syria and 
the Lebanon may decide to combine their foreign repre- 
sentation at certain posts, but nothing definite on this 
subject has as yet emerged. 


Respectfully yours, 


he 


can Consul ral 


Enclosures: 
1. From Monsieur Frangié, 
16, 1942. 
2. Translation of above. 
3. From Consul wee Engert, 
. January 17, 1942. 
4. From ee ae = Mor 


5. ieceieteen 2 of above. 


6. From Consul General Engert, 
December 24, 1941. 


Te 1 fr & 
Jemuary 29, 1B 


8. Translation of above. 


riplicate to the Department. 
sent to American Embassy, London. 
sent to American Legation, Cairo. 


CVHE/ht 


(Enclosure No. 1 to despatch NoATI from the American 
oe, Generel, Beirut, Lebanon, dated January 32, 
42. 


(COPY) 
REPUBLIQUE LIBANAISE 


Ministére 
Des Affaires Extériecures 


Le 16 janvier 1942. 


LE MINISTRE DES AFFAIRES ETRANGERES 
A MONSIEUR LE CONSUL GENERAL DES ETATS-UNIS. 


Monsieur le Consul Général, 


Comme suite &@ notre dernier entretien, j'ai 1'honneur 
de porter &@ votre connaissance que le gouvernement libanais 
@ examiné avec la plus grande attention la déclaration 
faite @ la presse le 29 novembre 1941, par le Département 
ad'Etat définissant l'attitude américaine &@ l'égard de l'in- 
dépendance de la Syrie et du Liban. 


L'attention du gouvernement libanais a été retenue 
par le fait que le gouvernement américain envisage la con- 
clusion de nouveaux accords en remplacement du traité con- 
clu @ Paris le 4 avril 1924 entre les Etats-Unis et la 
France. : 


Mais en attendant la conclusion de ces nouveaux ac- 
cords et vues les difficultés qui résultent des circon- 
stances actuelles de guerre, le gouvernement libanais 
nerait disposé @ prendre a sa charge les obligations ré- 
sultant du traité de Paris et d'assurer aux Etats-Unis 
d'Amérique et & leurs ressortissants, la jouissance et le 
vénéfice de tous les droits et avantages qui leur ont été 
reconnus par ce traité. 


Un accord provisoire conclu dans ce sens demeurerait 
en vigueur jusqu'd l'intervention de nouveaux accords, qui 
donneraient satisfaction aux deux parties et qui seront 
négociés entre nous aussit6t que les conditions inter- 
nationales rendront ces négociations possibles. 


Le potemnens’ libanais espére que si sa proposition 
est agréée, il ne subsiste plus aucun empéchement 2 la re- 
connaissance de l'indépendance libanaise par le gouverne- 
ment des Etats-Unis d' Amérique. 


Je vous prie M. le Consul Général, de bien vouloir 
agréer l'expression de ma haute consideration. 


(Signed) H. Frangié 


Comp. PK 


He 
(Enclosure No. 2 to despatch No.27{ from the American 


Ga General, Beirut, Lebanon, dated January 32, 


’ 


( TRANSLATION) 
LEBANESE REPUBLIC 


Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs 


January 16, 1942. 


The Minister of Foreign Affairs 


To the United States Consul General. 


Mr. Consul General: 


With reference to our last conversation I have the 
honor to bring to your knowledge that the Lebanese Gov- 
ernment has examined with the most careful attention the 
statement made to the press on November 29, 1941, by the 
Department of State, defining the attitude of the United 
States toward the independence of Syria and the Lebanon. 


The Lebanese Government has noted the fact that the 
American Government has in mind the conclusion of fresh 
agreements to take the place of the treaty concluded in 
Paris on April 4, 1924, between the United States and 
Prance. i 


But pending the conclusion of such fresh agreements 
and considering the difficulties resulting from the pre- 
sent war conditions, the Lebanese Government would be 
disposed to assume the obligations deriving from the Paris 
treaty and to ensure to the United States of America and 
its nationals the enjoyment and benefit of all rights and 
advantages which were accorded to them by that treaty. 


A provisional agreement concluded in this sense 
would remain in effect until the signing of further agree- 
ments which would give satisfaction to both parties and 
which would be negotiated between us as soon as the in- 
ternational conditions render such negotiations possible. 


The Lebanese Government hopes that if its proposal 
is accepted there will remain no impediment to the recog- 
nition of Lebanese independence by the Government of the 
United States of America. 


I beg you, Mr. Consul General, to accept the expres- 
sion of my high consideration. 


Signed: H. Frangié 


Trans. MJ 


(Enclosure No. 3 to eagyeter No. Z 7/ from the American 
Consulate Generai, Beirut, Lebanon, dated January 31, 


1942.) 
AMERICAN CONSULATE GENERAL 
BEIRUT 
Personal. 
January 17, 1942. 
Excellency, 


I thank you for yow courteeus letter of 
January 16, 1942, and note your suggestion that, 
pending the conclusion of fresh agreements to 
take the place of the Franco-American treaty of 
1924, the Lebanese authorities assume all obliga- 
tiens under the said treaty and thus accerd to 
the United States Government and its nationals 
all rights and benefits deriving therefrom. 

Your einitenie*s proposal has been tele- 
grephed to the Department of State and I shall 
be happy to inform you as soon as I have received 
a reply. 

Please accept, Excellency, the asswrance of 
my highest consideration. 


His Excellency 
Hamid Béy Frangié, 
Petit sérail, 
Beirut. 


(Enclosure No. 4 to despatch No.2 7 from the American Con- 
sulate General, Beirut, Lebanon, dated January 31, 1942.) 


( COPY) 


REPUBLIQUE LIBANAISE 


MINISTERE 
DES AFFAIRES EXTERIEURES 


Beyrouth, le 22 Décembre 1941 


Le Ministre des Affaires Extérieures 
& Monsieur le Consul Général des Etats-Unis 


Monsieur le Consul Général, 

J'ai l'honneur de porter & votre haute connaissance 
que l'Indépendance du Liban a &té proclamée le 26 
Novembre 1941. 

Le Gouvernement qui s'est formé dans la suite com- 
prend un Minist8re des Affaires Extérieures. Le Ministre 
titulaire de ce portefeuille a pris possession de son 
poste A la date du ler Décembre 1941. 

J'ai 1'honneur de vous demander de bien vouloir en 
prendre acte et d'agréer, Monsieur le Consul Général, 


l'expression de ma haute considération./. 


(Signed) 4H. Frengié 


4h. 


(Enclosure No. 5 to despatch No.a7l from the American Con- 
sulate General, Beirut, Lebanon, dated January 31, 1942.) 


( TRAN SLATION ) 


Lebanese Republic 


Ministry of External Affairs 


Beirut, December 22, 1941. 


The Minister of External Affairs 
to the 
Consul General. of te tnited States. 
Mr. Consul General: 

I have the honor to bring to your attention that 
the Independence of the Lebanon was proclaimed on 
November 26, 1941. 

The Government which was formed following that 
proclamation includes a Ministry of External Affairs. 
The Minister in charge of this portfolio took possession 
of his post under date of December 1, 1941. 

I have the honor to request you to take cognizance 
thereof and vo accept, Mr. Consul General, the expression 


of my high consideration, 


(Signed) H. Frangié 


Transle HT 


YUH 
(Enclosure No. 6 to despatch No. Z'7/ from the American 
a General, Beirut, Lebanon, dated January 31, 


AMERTGAN CONSULATE GENERAL 
BEIRU? 


Personal. 
December 84, 1941. 


Bxeellensy: 


I have the honor te acknowledge the receipt 
ef your letter of December 22, 1941, in which you 
ere geed enough to inform me ef your appointment 
as “Minister of External Affairs". 

I shall net fail to bring the contents of 
Your Exeellency's letter te the attention of the 
Government of the United States whieh is at present 
atudying ell phases of the situation resulting from 
the proclamation issued at Beirut on November 26, 
1941, regarding the independence of the Lebanon. 

Im the meantime permit me te quete the 
following passage from an official declaration 
te the press made by the Department of State in 
Washingten on November 89, 1941: 


Hemia Bey Frangié, 
Petat sfraii, 


As the entire statement has already 
been published in the leeal newspapers I need 
perhaps not quete it here in tete. 

& ewall ayoolf of this eppertunity te 
renew to Your Execliengy the assurances of ay 
highest consideration. | 


(Sga) Ge Van He Bngert 


(Enclosure No. 7 to despatch No.4 7/ from the American 


Consulate Generali, Beirut, Lebanon, dated January 31, 


1942.) 


[LE PROCHE-ORIENT | 





La _ représentation extérieure 


de ‘la 


Syrie 





M. Fayez Khoury, ministre des Af- 
faires étrangéres de Syrie, a regagné 
Damas, aprés avoir rendu A son col- 
Jague libanais, M. Frangié, la visite que 
ren dernier tui a faite fl y a trois semai- 
nes. Au cours de son bref séjour & Bey- 
routh, M. Fayez Khoury a évoqué,dans 
une: déclaration faite & un organe de 
la presse de langue arabe, les problé- 
mes qui, dans Vordre immédiat, se po- 
sent au gouvernement de la Syrie indé- 
Ce qu’on appelie tes charges de l’in- 
dé ne sont pas un vain mot. 
Et elles ne sont pas seulement d’ordre 
moral. Oes charges se traduisent — 
des coefficients an . 
wales syrien, a dit M. yez Khoury, 
est en cours d’élaboration; et Yon pré- 
voit une augmentation considérable du 
chapitre des dépenses, tant pour répon- 
dre & la majoration des _ traitements 
des agents de l’Etat, et assurer le ravi- 
taillement de la population dont le 
gouvernement assume la direction — 
et c’est la le second point qu’évoque 
le ministre syrien — que pour financer 
des travaux d’intérét public, et pour- 
voirea Ventretien de nouveaux services 
créés ou rétrocédés, et tout particulié- 
rement de la représentation diplomati- 
que et consulaire dont le ministre des 
Affaires Etrangéres de Syrie annonce 
avec insistance pour la deuxiéme fois, 
& une semaine d’intervalle, la prochai- 
ne: institution. z 
De fait, toutes les préoccupations et 
tous les efforts du ministre des A ffai- 
res Etrangéres, n’ont pas d’autre objet, 
suivant ses propres termes, que d’orga- 
niser la représentation extérieure de 
la Syrie, seit par des légations , soit 
par des consulats,dans toutes les capi- 
- tales des pays arabes ot I t les 
intéréts syriens et oi le Statut inter- 
national syrien proclamé par le Délé- 
gué Général de la France Libre, a déja 
6té officiellément reconnu. Un premier 


pas est déja fait. Le gouvernement 
procédera sous peu a l’établissement de | 
légations syriennes au Caire et & Djed- | 
dah, légations dont le principe est déja | 
décrété, d’accord avev le gouvernement 
égyptien et le gouvernement du Royau- 
me Séoudite, et dont les titulaires se- 
ront nommés «.d bref délai ». En mé- | 
me temps, un consulat général sera | 
cré6 & Jérusalem. Voila pour commen-~ 
cer, ce qui va former le noyau de la’ 
Chancellerie syrienne. Cela fait, le mi- 
nistre des Affaires Etrangéres de Sy- 
rie se rendra, és-qualités, en Egypte,en 
Palestine, et probablement en Hedjaz, 
pour inaugurer personnellement l’ins- 
tallation des nouvelles missions diplo- 
matiques. Et M. Fayez Khoury se féli- 
cite, & juste raison, de ces visites en 
perspective qui, dit-il, « constitueront 
les premiéres manifestations de l’indé- 
pendance de la Syrie ». 

De son cété, le ministre des Affaires 
Etrangéres du Liban s’emploie & Por- 
ganisation de ses services, et sans pou- 
voir envisager, la guerre durant, une 
représentation qui doit avoir liew prin- 
cipalement auprés des pays A forte é- 
migration libanaise, engage des con- 
tacts directs avec les représentants des 
Puissances, recoit les messages et les 
démarches diplomatiques et y répond, 
sans intermédiaire. Ainsi tant sur le 
plan intérieur que dans le domaine ex- 
térieur, aussi bien au Liban qu’en Sy- 
rie, la, souveraineté s’affirme progressi- 
vement, par des actes décidés en toute 
liberté et en toute responsabilité ; elle 


nifeste par le fait méme, Gemme la 
souligné le ministre syrien, la bonne 
volonté et la bonne foi de la France Li- 
bre qui n’a pas entendu que la souve- 
raineté des deux pays fit un simulacre, 
ni reprendre d’une main ce qu'elle a 
spontanément et sans arriére-pensée, 
‘e6dé de autre. N. A. Z, 


JAN 29 1942 


(Enclosure No. 8 to despatch No.<7/ from the American 
a General, Beirut, Lebanon, dated January 31, 


(From La Syrie, Beirut, January 29, 1942) 
(TRANSLATION) 


The Foreign Representation of Syria 





Monsieur Fayez Khoury, Syrian Minister of Poreign 
Affairs, came back to Damascus after having returned the 
call made on him three weeks ago by his Lebanese col- 
league, Monsieur Frangié, During his short stay in 
Beirut Monsieur Fayez Khoury, in a statement made to a 
newspaper of the Arabic-language press, brought up some 
of the urgent problems with which the Government of 
independent Syria is faced. 


What we call the responsibilities of independence 
is not an idle expression. And these responsibilities 
are not merely of a moral nature; they also involve 
budgetary considerations. he Syrian budget, said 
Monsieur Fayez Khoury, is being elaborated and a con- 
siderable increase is foreseen under the item of expenses, 
both for meeting the raise in salaries of Government 
employees and for guaranteeing to the population food 
supplies of which the Government is assuming control - 
and this was the second point brought up by the Syrian 
Minister - as well as for financing works of public 
interest, for providing for the maintenance of newly 
created or reestablished departments, and particularly 
for diplomatic end consular representation which the 
Syrian Minister of Foreign Affairs definiteiy announces 
(for the second time within the past two weeks) will be 
established in the near future. 


In fact, according to his statements, all the plans 
and efforts of the Minister of Foreign Affairs tend 
towards the organization of the foreign representation 
of Syria, either by legations or consulates, in all the 
capitals of the Arab countries where Syrian interests 
call for such representation and where the Syrian inter- 
national status, proclaimed by the Delegate General of 
Free France, has already been officially recognized. An 
initial step has already been taken. The Government 
will shortly proceed with the establishmend of Syrian 
legations in Cairo and at Jedda - such establishment 
having already been approved in principle in agreement 
with the Egyptian Government and the Government of Saudi 
Arabia - the heads of which will "soon" be appointed. 
At the same time a consulate generai will be created in 
Jerusalem. For the time being these will constitute the 
only Syrian representation abroad. Once this has been 
accomplished, the Syrian Minister of Foreign Affairs will 
proceed to Egypt, Palestine, and probably the Hejaz in 
his official capacity to inaugurate in person the estab- 
lishment of the new diplomatic missions. And Monsieur 


Fayez 


Po 


ayes Khoury is nat Peet with the prospect of 
+a visits which, he » "will constitute the initial 
manifestations of the e of Syria". 


On the other hand, the Lebanese Minister of Foreign 
Affairs is working towards the organization of his 
foreign service and, umable to envisage while the war 
lasts the appointment esent ati ves in countries 


ge . ants, is maintain- 
ing ect contacts with 


presentatives of foreign 
powers, receiving and © diplomatic communica- 
tions without any int r 


edi a Thus both in the 
mPee.in the Lebanon as well as 
in Syria, sovereignty is @ being established by 
acts decided upon independently and with full responsi- 
bility; it is becoming by stages « reality and a fact. 
As = orate out by the Syrian ster, we thus have in 
fact a of of the good will and good faith 
by Pree ance, ch 44d not want the two countries to 
have a sham gel ence, nor did it take back with one 
hand what the other given spontaneously and unre- 
servedly. ; 


tw, 
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Referring to my sons oa Bre 494 0 ! 2 29 


and No. 498 of December 32, 1941, I have the honor to 


quote below the text of the telegram of December 27 from 


King George VI to President Naccache conveying his con- 


gratulations on the occasion of the establishment of 


Lebanese independence: 


"I have learned with sincere pleasure of the 
proclamation of Lebanese Independence of November 
26, and also of your assumption of the high office 

I would 


of President of the Lebanese Republic. 


ask you on this auspicious and historic occasion 
to accept my most cordial felicitations, together 
with my best wishes for your happiness and welfare 


and for the prosperity and peaceful progress of 
the Republic over whose destinies you have been 


called to preside. 
"The maintenance and development of the 


relations of friendship existing between our two 
peoples will be to me of constant interest, and 


OSLTA © 


> + 


tae 
ral 
e jt 


we 


it is my earnest hope that the good understanding 
between our countries may become ever more cordial 
and effective for their mutual benefit, as well as 
for the general consecration of the principles of 
f 


liberty snd justice which they both value so 
highly". 


To this the President of the Lebanese Republic 


replied as follows: 


"i 


“IW /Sd 


921/10° 3068 


"I thank Your Majesty sincerely for the august 
felicitations and go Wishes which you were kind 
enough to convey on the occasion of the proclamation 
of Lebanese Independence. 

“The Lebanese people and myself, deeply touched 
by this high mark of sympathy, are happy to express 
to Your Majesty and to the valiant British people 
our admiration and our warmest wishes for success 
and happiness, and also our confident hope for the 
early establishment on a permanent basis of the 
principles of liberty and justice to which we are 
so profoundly attached, and for the cardial under- 
standing between our two nations". 

On December 51, 1941, Mr. John de C. Hamilton, the 
acting head of the Spears Mission in the absence of 
Major General E. L. Spears, went to the Petit Sérail at 
11 a.m. to notify the Lebanese Government officially of 
British recognition of Lebanese independence. He was 
accorded military honors upon his arrival and the band 
played “God Save the King". He was received by President 
Alfred Naccache in the presence of the Lebanese Cabinet 
and other high officials. Mr. Hamilton then read (in 
English) a formal address to the President in which he 
referred to the King's telegram as constituting the 
recognition by the British Government of the Lebanese 
Republic. He added his Government's and his own good 
wishes and expressed the conviction that the Lebanon 
would find a worthy place in the community of free 
peoples. 

President Naccache made a suitable reply expressing 
pleasure at receiving this proof of British confidence 
and friendship, and requesting that the sentiments of 
respect and gratitude of the Lebanese Government and 
people be conveyed to His Majesty's Government. 

The French texts of both addresses, as reported by 


the local press of January 3, 1942, will be found in 


Enclosure 
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Enclosure No. 1 to this despatch. 


I am also attaching a clipping from the weekly 
Revue du Liban of January 5, 1942, which is fairly repre- 
sentative of some of the better articles which have 
appeared in the French and vernacular newspapers on this 
occasion. The article is entitled "Our Gratitude, but 
also our Help to the Allies". It cails the recognition 
of independence by Great Britain a decisive landmark in 
the destinies of the Lebanon and continues: 

“Pree France and England, who have 
jointly desired and put into effect this 
action by which the Lebanon joins the ranks 
of sovereign nations, give to the whole 
world the most striking proof that spiritual 


forces are still supreme and that it is for 
their triumph thet the Allies are fighting". 


Respectfully yours, 





wale. 


1. Clipp f e, 
Seuery 3, Oe 
gs 


2. Cl from be Revue gu 





Triplicate to the Department. 
Gopy sent to American Embassy, London. 
Copy sent to American Legation, Cairo. 


(Enclosure No. 1 to despatch No. 272 from the 
American Consulate Generai, Beirut, Lebanon, 


dated January 31, 1942.) 


/ 


La Cérémonie officielle de la 
reconnaissance de I’Indépendance 
Libanaise par Ja Grande-Bretagne 





‘ 


Mercredi & i! heures eut lieu 
dans le. Grand Salon du Sérail Li- 
banais la cérémonie de la récon- 
naissance officielle,par la Grande- 
Bretagne, de l’Indépendance Li- 
banaise, Les Membres de Ia Mis- 
sion Spears salués par un piquet 
Whonneir de gendarmes furent 
recs" an premier étage par M. 
Hamid Frangié, Ministre, des Affai- 
res Etrangéres du Liban et con- 
duits au’salon ot: les attendaient 
le Président de la République en- 
touré du Président du Conseil, de 
M. Baelen, des Ministres, de MM. 
David, Rozek et de M. G. Haimari. 

Etaient présents les Membres de 
Ja Mission Spears M.M. J. A. C Ha- 
milton M. C., Chef par intérim de 
la Mission Spears, Group-Captain 
$. D Macdonald, Captain. J. A, V. 
Morse, Lt. Colonel G. W Furlonge, 
Lt. Colonel C, H Summerhayes, Lt. 
Colonel G, L Easton et le Captain 
Lambert, Attaché de presse. M. 
Hamilton prononcale discourssui- 
vant, dont la traduction francaise 
fut'lue par M, Rozek : 

Monsieur le Président, 
Eacellences, 

C'est pour moi un honneur et ‘un 
privilége de Vous transmeltire les fé- 
licititations du‘Gouvernement de Sa 
Majesté 4 l'occasion de la proclama- 
tion de Vindépendance libanaise. 
Cetle indépendance, aux termes de 
la proclamation du Général Calroux 
en date du 26 Novembre, a mainte- 
nant élé formellement reconnue pir 


par Theure on 


var le félégramme que Sa Majesté 
fe el ceange VI Pont envoyé le 
27 Décembre, 
Monsieur-le Président, Votre pays 
s ancien el historique, — peut 
‘ des nombreux services qu'il 









vanaise. peul desor- 
avenir.encore . plus 


dans ta communaulé des peuples 
libres: 

Monsieur le Président, ces! avec 
fierlé que nous Vous félicitons de) 
Volre indépendance; c'est avec joie 
que nous Vons assurons de notre 
amitié; et c'est,avee reconnaissance 
que nous jouissons du bienveillanl 
accueil et de 'hospitalité iradition® 
nelle qni ont été montrés a notré 
égurd depuis notre arrivée dans vo-' 
tre beau pays. 

Vive le Liban Indépendant ! 

S. E. le Président de la Répu- 
blique, M. Alfred Naccaehe, lui 
répondit en’. francais, en. ces 
termes : 

Monsieur, ‘ie a 

Le télégramme que Sa Majesté 
Georges \I a bien voulu nous ad- 
resser a Uoccasion de la proclama- 
lion de notre Indépendance, nous a’ 
rempli de joie car il est pour. nous 
le précieux lémoignage de la confi- 
ance et de l'amilié brilandlgee Sole 
quelieg nous altachons le plus haut 
prix. . 

Celle joie se trouve aujourd'hui 
renouvelée par les félicitations qué’ 
vous venez de formuler ‘si simple- 
ment au nom du Gonvernement de 
Sa Majesté, et qui seront accueillies 
par le peuple libanais avec une pro- 
fonde satisfaction, 

Kt c'est pour moi un privilége in- 
signe de représenter mon pays, si 
redevable a cel. éggrd envers son 
amieel votre alliee la France, a 
issant les -ultimes' 
conditions de sa durée el de sa sta- 
bilité, il entre dans la Communauté 
des peuples libres. Je suis heureax 
de constater également. qu'il est 
compris el dime de vous, 

Aussi s'efforcera-t-il dans Pavenir 
de se montrerdigne s8¢ 
et delamilié @ 
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(Enclosure No. 2 to despatch No. 272 from tne 


American Consulate Generali, Beirut, Lebanon, 
dated January 31, 1942.) 


Notre gratitude, mais aussi netre 
conceurs total aux Alllés 


Le du Roi George V1, remis la semaine derniére au Président de la 

apporte au Liban, avec la reconnaissance de son Indépen- 

danee, le précieux gage de l’amitié et de Vappul de la Grande-Bretagne. 

Un tel événement marque une étape décisive dans l’évolution des destinées 
Hbanaises. 


Le Liban se trouve dés aujourd’hui inclus dans le vaste systéme international 
ae ee ee a il recoit les garanties définitives de 
La 


Jeque) le Liban aceéde au rang des nations souveraines, donnéut au mon- 
de entier la preuve la — éclatante que les forces spirituelles prédomi- 


nent toujours et que c’est bien pour leur triomphe que les Alliés se bat- 
tent. 

Cela, les Libanais ne Voublieront pas. Au plus fort de la tourmente, alors 
qu’ailleurs ee ee See nk 


les 
goivent le plus précieux des dons : leur liberté. 
KFrance-Angieterre, le Liban a toujours mis ses espotrs en Elles, Durant Psu- 


ut 
Hl 
it 
vill 


dictatures. 
Alliée sera la notre; leur patx sera ausai la nétre et celle 46 # les peu- 
ndus devons nous aussi étre,selon nos moyens,les artisans de cette 
victoire et de cette paix. La guerre exige l’effort de chacum. La guerre 
veut que ‘tout homme, tout &tre, puissse servir. 
En acceptant tous les sacrifices que les circonstances exigent, em adaptant 
sement notre vie a la vie de guerre, en tra’ 
cine ceux qui ont la charge non seulement de conduire Ila. mais 
aussi d’assurer notre propre sécurité, en mettant toutes nos ressources, 
toutes nos énergiés, toutes nos volontés au service comstaut- Gin ARAM, 
alors seulement nous aurons collaboré A la Victoire. 
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SIR: 


I have the honor to transmit herewith a copy of 
the original French text of a letter dated December 20, 
1941, which Mr. Ried Solh, a prominent Lebanese Moslem 
politician, addressed to General Georges Catroux, 
Delegate Generali of Free France in the Levant, and 
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which he handed to me in person. 
In this letter - or rather memorandum in the form 
; of a letter - the writer states very frankly that the 
a° proclamation of Lebanese independence on November 26, 
% 1941, does not satisfy the national aspirations of the 
‘ine country. He points out, by quoting from the declara- 
J Pe tions of Mr. Winston Churchill, Mr. Eden, General de 
is Ghenlle, Mr. Lyttelten, and General Catroux himelf, 
: Syria and the Lebanon were meant to enjoy real 
pendence and that there was no intention of merely 
ubstituting Free France for Vichy France. And yet, 
‘Civ top. Ried Solh states, what actually happened was 
. preciegly that. General Catroux continued to exercise 
the functions of e High Commissioner even in matters 
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which 


which are not related to the prosecution of the war. He 
objects perticularly to the reference to the treaty of 
1936; to the fact that no elections were provided for; 
that the President was appointed by Catroux; and finally 
that no provision was made for the union between Syria 
and the Lebanon should they wish to form a single state. 

Confidential. From @ purely constitutional or 
legalistic point of view there is doubtless much in what 
Mr. Solh has to say, but he seems to forget that while 
the war lasts the problems of protection, stability and 
security are of parsmount importance. Even the most 
ardent Lebanese or Syrian patriot must admit privately 
the futility of talking about constitutions and elections 
and national aspirations while the enemy may still be in 
@ position to snuff out all thought of independence for 
ever. 

However, in view of Riad Solh's prominence his 
memorendum deserves attention because he is sure to 
refer to it again at the first favorable opportunity. 

In order to enable the Department to get a truer picture 
of the motives which may have actuated the man in pre- 
senting the memorandum at this particular time, I am 
giving below a brief biographical sketch of him: 

Ried Solh (or Ried el Solh) is about fifty years 
old. He belongs to an old Moslem family of Sidon. His 
father, Riza Bey el Solh, held various administrative 
posts under the old Turkish regime, and although his 
son Riad was known to be an adherent of the pan-Arab 
movement the father had enough influence to-protect him 
during the War of 1914-1918. After the war he went to 
Geneva several times with Ihsan Jabri and Shekib Arslan, 


and 


x 


and he has always been in close touch with the Arab 
leaders of Palestine, Iraq, and Seudi Arabia. He is a 
lawyer by profession and practices in Beirut, but is 
devoting most of his time and much of his private fortune 
to the Arab cause. He has never held an important office, 
but being extremely intelligent and a good speaker he is 
an outstanding persomality, especially in Moslem circles. 
His relations with the authorities, both French and 
Lebanese, have usually been correct, although in 1935 
they accused him of having encouraged a strike in Beirut 
and "exiled" him to Kemishliye, a little village in the 
Jezireh. But he was soon released. 


Respectfully yours, 





From Mr. Ried Solh, 
. December 20, 1941. 


Triplicate to the Department. 

Copy sent to Americen Embassy, London. 
Copy sent to American Legation, Baghdad. 
Copy sent to American Legation, Cairo. 
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(Buclosure to No» 269 from the American Consue 
late General, » Lebanon, dated January 30, 1942.) 


( COPY) 


Beyrouth, le 20 Décembre 1941. 


A Son Excellence, Monsieur le Général CATROUX, 
bDé1égué Général de la France Libre auprés 
des Etats de Syrie et du Liban. 

BEYROUTH. 


Excellence, 


L'événement du 26 Novembre 1941, n'a pas apporté A 
notre pays la réalisation de ses aspirations nationales. 
Non seulement il ne comble pas nos voeux les plus légitimes 
et maintes fois exprimés, mais encore il porte atteinte & 
notre intérét national, politique et économique. Nous le 
déplorons d'autant plus que les promesses solonnelles et 
les déclarations officielles faites antérieurement par Ml. 
Churchill, Eden, le Général de Gaulle, Mr. Lyttelton et par 
votre Excellence, sont en contradiction avec l'interpréta- 
tion que vous avez faite de cette indépendance. 


Le souci que j'ai toujours eu de l'intérét de mon pays 
me dicte aujourd'hui le devoir d'enregistrer les réserves 
que nous apportons & la proclamation du 26 Novembre pour 

utelles soient portées la connaissance de Votre Excel- 
ence, ainsi qu'a celle des Etats Alliés et amis auxquels 
vous avez dit votre volonté de demander la reconnaissance 
du fait que vous venez d'accomplir. 


r Loin d'@tre 1'écho d'une idée régionale ou confession- 

nelle, l'opinion exprimée dans ce mémorandum n'est inspi- 

rée que par le plus pur sentiment national, sentiment par- 

tag par la presque totelité de mes compatriotes formant la 
orité de toutes les communautés. 


A la veille de l'occupation de la Syrie et du Liban 
par les troupes Alliées, Mr. Churchill a bien voulu marquer 
l'évanement par un discours qu'il prononga devant les Com- 
munes reconnaissant solonnellement l'indépendance de notre 
pays, en ces termes: 


"La Grande Bretagne reconnait l'indépendance de 
ces pays (Syrie et Liban) tout en respectant les in- 
téréts historiques dé la France Libre, intéréts qui 
ne doivent cependant pas porter atteinte A la sou- 
veraineté de ces pays." 


Or, Votre Excellence a ahpaas’ dans la déclaration 
faite par Elle le 26 Novembre le cadre de ces "droits his- 
toriques" qui ne peuvent 6tre que des rapports d'amitié 
existants entre la France et certaines commmautés. I1 a 
suffit que toeouateltne donnat & ces “droits histor- 
iques" une. inter ation plus large pour qu'ils empiétent 


sur le 
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sur le droit & l'indépendance et A la souveraineté dont 
parle Mr. Churchill, 


Dans cette méme déclaration du 26 Novembre, vous ex- 
rimez votre désir de vous inspirer dans vos rapports avec 
e Liban du projet du traité Franco-Libanais de 1936. Mais 

11 est & peine nécessaire de remarquer que les termes de ce 
traité vont & l'encontre de la premi&re comme de la deuxi- 
dme déclaration de Mr. Churchill dans laquelle il dit: 


"Il n'a jamais &té question de substituer les 
"intéréts de la France Libre & ceux qu'tavaient 


"Vichy." 


De plus, ce désir est contraire A la ale de Monsieur 
Lyttelton adress&e & Son Excellence le Général de Gaulle. 


En effet, le traité Franco-Libanais de 1936, dépasse 
les limites tracées au sujet de vos rapports avec notre pays. 
Il vous octroyait des droits politiques, militaires et méme 
administratifs qui annihilaient la souveraineté nationale. 

Il vous donnait le droit exclusif de doter le Liban des 
techniciens dont il aurait besoin. I1 nous dictait les rap- 
per en politique &trangtre, rapports qui ne devaient avoir 
feu sens votre assentiment, alors que la souveraineté ne 
peut se comprendre sans la liberté d'action A l'intérieur 
comme & l'extérieur. 


Liesprit du traité Franco-Libanais de 1936 nous est 
Reizenint révé16 dans le passage suivant d'un discours pro- 
noncé par Monsieur Pierre Viennot, principal artisan du dit 
traité, le 9 Mars 1939, au groepe de l'Islam de l'Institut 
de coopération intellectuelle A Paris. 


"Je ne dirai, dit-il, qu'un mot du traité franco- 
libanais dont le pian général est le m@éme que celui du 
traité franco-syrien." 


"Il se distingue de celui-ci par le fait que l'alliance 
franco-libenaise, au lieu d'8tre limitée & 25 ans, est re- 
nouvelable par tacite réconduction pour une durée égale. 
Surtout, le traité franco-libanais ne prévoit aucune limita- 
tion quant & nos bases militaires, en ce qui concerne les 
effectifs, ni en ce qui concerne les lieux de stationnement. 
En fait, c'est, sous un régime nouveau, une confirmation de 
1'établissement frangais au Liban." 


De m@me la proclamation du 26 Novembre contredit la 
aéclaration faite aux Commumes par Mr. Churchill le 9 Septembre 
1941. Cette déclaration faite sans aucune Squivoque ne 
stest pas bornée & la reconnaissance théorique de 1'indé- 
pendance de notre pays. Elle a tracé de la maniére la plus 
claire, des conditions positives et d'autres négatives devant 
@tre respectées par la Grande Bretagne et la France Libre. 

Mr. Churchill précise ces conditions en ces termes: 


"Notre politique appreeste ar les Frangais 
"Libres, comsiste 4 rendre la Syrie aux Syriens 
"gui doivent jouir le plus t8t possible de leur 
spendence et exercer leur droit de souver- 





Nous 
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"Nous désirons que la Syrie exerce les droits qu! 
en son nom la France exergait avant cette guerre. 
"La France a d'ailleurs reconnu que l'exercice par 
Welle de ces droits doit prendre fin." Et Mr. 
Churchill dtajouters "Il nta jamais &té question 
"de substituer méme pee la guerre les intéréts 
"de la France Libre ceux qu'avaient Vichy." 


Cependant, la déclaration du 26 Novembre contient des 
conditions réservant & la France 1. situation du temps du 
mandat. Votre Excellence continue :»@me apr’s 1'indépendance 
dtexercer les pouvoirs du Haut-Commlssaire, et A plusieurs 
mois de l'indépendance de la Syris, de nombreuses affaires 
administratives sont directemer.i afrigées par vos services, 
sans que ces affaires alent un rapport quelconque avec les 
exigences de la guerre. 


De son c8té, Mr. Eden fit 6 substance au nom de la 
Grande Bretagne fa déclaration officielle suivante: 


"Le Gouvernement de Sa Majesté Britannique enre- 
gistre avec plaisir les désirata des pays arabes pour 1l'ac- 
complissement de leur ind&pendance et de leur unité, unité 
dont nous n'emp8cherons pas la réalisation." 


Le nouveau régime que Votre Excellence vient d'instau- 
rer et les conditions politiques qui lient le Liban tracent 
les grandes lignes d'un futur traité inspiré de celui de 
1936. Ces liens eee eeyese eee? le Liban de prendre 
part & la réalisation de l'unité Arabe dont parle Mr. Eden 
ou d'fen faire partie librement sans votre approbation ex- 
presse. 


‘ 
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De plus, la proclamation du 26 ——— est loin de se 
conformer aux directives données me le Général DE GAULLE 
dens la lettre qu'il adressa & Votre Excellence, & 1l'occa- 
sionide sa nomination au poste de Délégué Général de la 
France Libre en Syrie et au Liban. 


Dans cette lettre, le Général de Gaulle expose en ces 
termes les conditions indispensables & une bonne compréhen- 
sion des désirs de ce pays: 


"Vous procéderez aussit6t que possible A la for- 
*unation d'un Conseil Législatif représentant le 
"pays, & celle d'un gouvernement ayant la confi- 
"ance de ce Conseil 4 l'ouverture des négocia- 
"tions, CEC. seeee 


Votre Excellence ne se-conforma pas & ces directives. 
Elle ne procéda pas & des élections libres lui permettant 
de ¢ ttre les véritables aspirations nationales du pays. 
Elle préféra se limiter & la visite des régions du pays et 
& la consultation de certaines personnalités, visite et 
consultation dont le seul effet a été la formation d'un 
gcauvernement. 


he résuitat a &t6 de nous imposer un régime qui ne peut 


étre 
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6tre l'indépendance, puisque vous l'avez inaururé par la 
nomination du Président de la République & at ot avez 
trac& la ligne de conduite du futur gouvernement. Vous 
avez recommandé A ce gouvernement de s'écarter des procé- 
dures parlementaires. Vous vous é@tes réservé, ainsi, le 
droit d'immixtion dans les affaires purement intérieures 
de notre pays dont l'indépendance ne peut @tre réelle, 
s'il n'est pas capable de les résoudre par ses propres 
moyens. 


Le régime nouveau instauré, loin d'abolir l'esprit de 
communauté et de faire du Liban un foyer arabe uni ot 1! 
idée nationale prime tout autre sentiment, ce récime nou- 
veau reste toujours basé sur les divergences confession- 
nelles et régionales. 


Le régime du 26 Novembre n'est pas seulement allé A 
l'encontre de ces différentes déclarations et proclamations, 
mais 11 est a116 aussi et surtout A l'encontre de la pro- 
messe adressée aux Syriens et aux Libanais par Votre Excel- 
lence au nom de la France Libre, promesse qui fut A la base 
de l'indépendance libanaise et dont la Grande Bretagne a 
garenti la réalisation par la bouche de son Ambassadeur en 
Egypte, cette promesse que vous avez confirmée par une 
lettre adressée au Gouvernement Syrien le 26 Juin 1941, 
sous le No. 9 C. Ge dit notamment: 


"Syptens: 6tcLibangsisys.¢.bDésormais vous devien- 
"drez un peuple libre, souverain. Vous allez 
"pouvoir former & votre gré des états indépen- 
"dants of vous unir dans un seul Etat, etc. ..." 


Au lieu de procéder & la rédbisattion!de: cétte promesse 
et de consulter lé pays sur ce point capital, vous avez ré- 
fusé d'écouter ceux qui, dens les différentes régions que 
vous visitiez, désiraient attirer votre attention sur les 
véritables voeux du pays. 


Nous nous attendions A ce sales nous laiss&t la faculté 
oe eae librement notre indépendance de méme que la pos- 
sibilité de nous unir en un seul &tat ou de continuer 4 en 
former plusieurs comme nous l'entendrions. 


Dans sa lettre adressée au Général de Gaulle en date du 
7 Aofit 1941, Mr. Lyttelton disait notamment: 


"Quand cette mesure essentielle (1'indépandance) 
"oure 6t& prise et sans porter préjudice A cette 
"mesure, nous admettons Ween Tees que la i'rance 
ndoive avoir une- position prééminente etc... 

etc. eee 


Cette réserve définit le réle du Gouvermement Britan- 
nique dans ses rapports avec la France Libre et fixe son 
attitude dans le cas of la mesure indiquée dans la lettre 
ci-dessus citée n'est pas respectée. 


Enfin 
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Enfin, novs constatons que les méthodes employées dans 
1'élaboration de 1l'incfvendencs du 26 Novembre tendaient au 
résultat que vous svez visé, résultat qui a &té& dicté par 
ltidée A laquelle faissit allusion Me Pierre Viennot dans 
son discours précité. Cet état de chose, étant contraire A 
notre intérét national, nous nous réservons le droit de le 
réviser du point de we intérieur, le jour of il nous sera 
possible d'exercer réellement notre indépendance, car cette 
_révision dépendra, alors, de nous seuls: 


"L'ind&pendance donne au peuple le droit de s'octroyer 
la ag bape qui lui convient et de rter au pouvoir les 
hommes aptes assumer les res onsabilites publiques, les 
hommes les plus compétents et les plus capables de réaliser 
les voeux de la nation." (De la traduction arabe du para- 
=_—— D de la lettre adressée par Votre Excellence au Chef 

e Sigal Syrien en date du 26 Juin 1941, sub No. 
9 CeGe). 


Mais nous sommes, cependant, obligés de formuler, dés & 
peteent notre opinion sur les conséquences extérieures de 
a proclamation du 26 Novembre et sur les mesures prises en 


we de porter les Etats amis et Alliés & reconnaitre le fait 
accompli. 


Notre opinion, nous l'avons formulée en toute liberté 
pour que ces Etats soient mis au courant de notre attitude 
avant qu'ils ne prennent une décision quelconque. 


Crest pourquoi, j'ai l'honneur de présenter &A Votre 
Excellence ce proses mémorandum et d'en communiquer copie, 
en m@éme temps chacun des gouvernements suivants: 


10 - Au douzemmenant Britannique gua a garanti la réal- 
it&é de notre indépendance et la faculté de nous wnir en un 
seul Etat, et gui a tenu, une fois de plus, d'accord avec la 
Frence Libre, aéfinir son attitude vis-a-vis de nos as- 
pirations nationales en ces termes: 


"Les Syriens et les Libanais ont devant eux, sujourd'hut 
l'occasion de réaliser leurs voeux nationaux." (Voir l'ar- 
ticle 3 des cing articles politiques publiés au nom de la 
Grande Bretagne et adressés & la Syrie et au Liban.). 


2° = Au Gouvernement des Etats Unis dont le Président 
n'a cessé de déclarer le droit des peuples de disposer 
librement de leurs destinées. 


35° = Au gouvernement de notre Grande Voisine la Répub- 
lique Turque qui a exprimé, & maintes reprises, et surtout 
par la bouche de Son Excellence Ismet Inonu, alors prési- 
dent du Conseil, son voeu de voir A ses fronti’res une Syrie 
unie, jouissant d'une indépendance compléte. 


4° - Aux Gouvernements arabes de l'Egypte, de 1'Iraq et 
de l'Arabie Séoudite auxquels nous unissent de nombreux 
liens nationaux et politiques et dont le principal but poli- 
tique est l'unité et 1'Indépendance des pays arabes. 


Cependant nous ne pouvons en ae nent toutes les dé- 
rogations apportées aux différentes déclarations et pro- 


messes 
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messes qui nous ont été faites par les hormes d'Etat alliés, 
quienregistrer avec satisfaction la proclamation de l'indé- 
pendance de notre pays en tant qu'un document juridique. 


Ce faisant, nous aurons le sentiment d'avoir servi ltin- 
tér@ét de notre pays et éclairé les Etats amis et Alliés sur 
le sens véritable de la proclamation du 26 Novembre 1941., 
Ces Etats qui pourraient se baser sur notre silence pour re- 


connaftre un acte qui n'a pas apporté A notre pays la réali- 
sation de ses aspirations nationales. 


Veullleg agréer, Excellence, l'expression de ma haute 
considération. 


(Signed) Riad Solh 


Comp. MC 
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In confirmation of my telegram No. 130/of April ll, 
3S pem, I have the honor to report that the Czechoslovak 
Consul in Beirut, Mr. Jan E. NOVAK, on April 11, 1942, 
formally communicated to the Lebanese President the fact that 
his Government had recognized the independence of the Lebanon. 
Similarly, on April 14 Mr. Novkk called on the President 
of the Syrian Republic in Damascus and informed him of the 
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recognition by Czechoslovakia of the independence of Syria. 
As of possible interest, I am transmitting herewi fh the 
French text of the address read by Mr. Novék at the ec mania 
in Damascus, and of the Syrian President's reply. . z 
SS 
It will be observed that the President addresses Mr. 
) Novak as “Consul General". This is an error, as Mr. Novkk's 
title is Consul of Czechoslovakia and not Consul General. 


Respectful 


<— Consul. 
t of Syria. 


Triplicate to the Department. 
Copy sent to American Embassy, London. 








(Enclosure No. 1 to despatch No. 346 from the American 
coma General, Beirut, Lebanon, dated April 20, 


(From L'Orient, Beirut, April 19, 1942.) 


Address of the Czechoslovak Consul 
recognizing the Independence of Syria. 





(COPY) 


Monsieur le Président, Excellences, Messieurs, 


Je suis trés heureux de pouvoir remplir un agréable 
devoir en transmettant & Votre Excellence la note de mon 
Gouvernement par laquelle la République Tchécoslovaque 
reconnaft 1l'indépendance et la souveraineté de la Syrie. 


Permettez-moi, Monsieur le Président, d'exprimer & 
Votre Excellence tout d'abord, les plus sincéres félici- 
tations et les voeux de bonheur et de prospérité pour 
votre noble pays, lesquels je suis shares de vous 
remettre de la part de Monsieur Béngs, Président de la 
République Tehécoslovaque, et de tous les membres de 
son Gouvernement. 


Déja, dans le passé, au dixiadme siécle, comme en 
ont la preuve les anciennes annales, les commergants 
arabes venant de votre pays ont entretenu les relations 
commerciales et cultureiles avec notre peuple. I1 est 
bien intéressant de remarquer que c'est parmi les vétres 
et aussi gr&ce & eux que notre histoire nationale doit 
ses premiéres notions sur nos anc8tres, formant déja a 
cette S6poque-18 un état libre et indépendant. 


Fidéles &@ ces vieilles traditions, les rapports 
mutuels entre nos deux pays se sont développés d'une 
maniére favorable également aprés la Grande Guerre, et 
nous gardons l'espoir de les rendre encore plus &troits 
quand + guerre actuelle, menée par les Alliés pour la 
liberté de tous les peuples, sera terminée par une 
victoire finale. 


Vive la Syrie indépendante! Vive la France Libre! 


Vive la Grande-Bretagne et les Alliési Vive la Te 
slovaquie! 


Comp. HT 


(Emclosure No. 2 to despatch No. 346 from the American 


ican General, Beirut, Lebanon, dated April 20, 


(From L'Orient, Beirut, April 19, 1942.) 


Reply of the President of Syria. 





(COPY) 


Monsieur le Consul Général, 


La reconnaissance par votre Gouvernement de 1'in- 
dépendance Syrienne ne constitue pas uniquement un acte 
diplomatique; c'est une preuve nouvelle du noble idéal 
pour lequel luttent les nations démocratiques, et une 
belle manifestation des sentiments du peuple tchéco- 
Slovaque 4 1'égard de la jeune République Syriemne. 


Je suis vivement touché des voeux qu'au nom du 
Président Bén3s vous avez bien voulu nous exprimer. Je 
vous prie de vouloir bien transmettre A Son Exceilence 
L'expression de nos vifs remerciements et de notre 
gratitude, et l'assurer de notre confiance en la vic- 
toire de la Tehécosiovaquie libre qui reprendra dans le 
concert des nations sa place de choix. 


Monsieur ie Consul Général, vous trouverez toujours 
s du Gouvernement Syrien le concours le plus sin- 
e.dans i'accompiissement de votre mission, et nos 
r rts avec votre pays resteront empreints d'une 
réelle cordiaiité. 


Et quand cette guerre sera termin’e - et elle le 
sera par votre victoire - nos rapports, dont vous venez 
de souligner le caractére historique, ne pourront que 
se resserrer et s'accentuer sur les plans culturel et 
$conomi que. 


Comp. HT 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


FOR THE PRESS Yeo 


On November 29, 1941, the Department of State issued 
a statement of the American Government's attitude concern- 
ing the status of Syria and Lebanon, in which it was pointed 
out that the Government of the United States had always 
sympathized with the aspirations of the peoples of Syria 
and the Lebanon for sovereign independence and consequent- 
ly welcomed any step towards the realization of these aspira- 
tions. 

The Government of the United States is prepared to 
extend formal recognition to Syria and the Lebanon as 
fully sovereign States as soon as duly constituted in- 
dependent governments are established in those States, 
on the understanding that such governments will continue 
to recosnize the existing treaty rights of the United 
States and its nationals until such time as new instruments 
can be negotiated regulating the relations between the 
United States and the two countries. Meanwhile, pending 
the extension of such recognition, the Government of the 
United States has now decided to accredit a Diplomatic 
Agent and Consul General to the governments at Damascus 


and Beirut. 
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CROSS-REFERENCE FILE 


NOTE 


SUBJECT Syria and lebanon. 


Refers te conversation April 27, regarding 
Syria. Transmits copy fo press release the 
Department issued November 29, 1941, assuring 

-, of full sympathy for their aspirations, 
but pointing out the necessity of rn. tren, 
new treeties to supplant existing Convention with 
France defining American rights in the area. 


For the original paper from which reference is taken 


TO i i i eet ia ecco ce tts 
(Despatch, telegram, instruction, letter, etc.) 
Dated... April 27,1942 BFO™| State Dept, Pa/BO( Murray) 


File No. ....8904.01/887..0 _ 
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closely paraphrased bee Dated June 19, 1 
ing conmmmnicated to 
anyones (C) Rectd 2:26 pette 


Secretary of State, 


YViashingtons 


221, June 19, noone 


CONFIDENT LiL 


President Naccache informed Engert this morning 


ce1/10°3068 


that he learns from the Brazilian Consul that the 
Brazilian Government is about to recognize the 


Levant States, 
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PREPARING OFFICE yy, TO BE sien 
WILL INDICATE WHETHER 
Full rate TELEGRAM SENT X CONFIDENTIAL 


Collect (ox, — RESTRICTED 
t letter ‘ CLEAR 

Charge Department: Department of State PARTAIR 

Full rate A 

Day lett 

Night letter Washington, 22 
Charge to June g@, 1942 

eee <msiOneteanaapeee 
AMEMBASSY, thle calle we: Seri | 


err val Coge. ; 
cml we 


RIO DE JANEIRO. “ng pause OS 


emniunicatas t¢ 
JG AF - Z. pane 
Following is 221 of June 19 from Consul at Beirut: 
QUOTE CONFIDENTIAL President Naccache informed 
Engert this morning that he learns from the Brazilian 
Consul that the Brazilian Government is about to 
recognize the Levant States. GWYNN UNQUOTE. 
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8908, 01 
CROSS-REFERENCE FILE 


NOTE 


SUBJECT Independence of Syria and the Lebanon: 


Appeals by local governments in Beirut and Damascus to 
recognize -, and discussion of -, 


For the original paper from which reference is taken 


See... MI ote tite ead gp aaa 
telegram, instruction, letter, etc.) 
. F mn’? Dent ‘ 
Dated._Mar. 3.1942 aes MS (Murray) _ 
File No. ___.8904.01/607 


©. S. COVERRUENT PRINTING OFFICE 11640 


Sei fo’3a0se 


g10/Sd 


8600.02 


CROSS-REFERENCE FILE 


NOTE 


SUBJECT 


Governments of Syria and Lebanon. 


Certain developments which indicate Nahas 
Pasha's probable policy toward -. 


For the original paper from which reference is taken 


See ce 
(Despatch, telegram, instruction, letter, etc.) 
Dated .... June-10,-1942...... << Egypt (Kirk) 
File No 8904.01/605 
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LSH Rio de Janeiro 
This telegram must be FROM . 


closely pcrcaphrcsed be- Deted June 23, 1942 
fore being conmuniccted 
to anyone. (C) Rect 2 .peme- 


Secretary of Stete, 
“lashington, 





2166 June 23, 1 d.m. 
Department's 1628, June 22, 11 p.m. 


.Pranhe scys he lmows nothing of this. 
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PREPARING OFFICE 


On. TO BE TRANSMITTED 
WILL INDICATE WHETHER. SECRET 
rd TELEGRAM SENT nE™ = 
Collect { Day letter in caeciaeaineretaine RESTRICTED 
Night letter CLEAR 
Charge Department: Deparhucnt of State pantie 
Full rate 
Day letter ~ 
Night letter 4 th, ee Washington, 
= ma, a si oe June 25, 1942 
Pn "ate . : Alo - 
/ AMERICAN CONSUL, ia bald He i 


BEIRUT (SYRIA). | =c77 

oh ahs 

Your 221, June 19 was repeated to Ambassador Caffery 
at Rio and the following reply has been received: 

QUOTE Aranha (Foreign Minister) says he knows 
nothing of this. UNQUOTE. 


s¢1/10°3068 


wl 
(nw) 








v0 
890E.01/135 “” 
: ~ 
RA:POC:GLC Vo) z 
Enciphered by Z 
Sent by operator M.,  — 





SSI. POSHE- 


a | 
CROSS-REFERENCE FILE a 


NOTE 


SUBJECT Summary of press interview with Farid Sakad, Lebanese 
Cabinet member: 
Gives -; main purpose of visit to develop economic and 


commercial exchange between Lebanon and Egypt, and to facilitate travel. 


rr 


For the original paper from which reference is taken 


See __ Tel #971 


Dated June 10,1942 _ From| — Beypt 
fa aac Siete ate aoaelin Th Acetone onan 
File No. 683.90e31/2. 
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CROSS-REFERENCE FILE 


NOTE 


SUBJECT Syrian and Lebanese independence. Copy of a press release 


issued by the Department on November 29,1941 
cognition wy U.S. Gevernment of-. 


fp 


For the original paper from which reference is taken 


6. 8. GOVERNMENT PRinTiNs CPrIcE 1—256B 


on question of--re- 
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CROSS-REFERENCE FILE 
NOTE 


SUBJECT Government - Lebanon. 
Information submitted, in regard to Polish recognization 
of Lebanon and syria. 
lmb 


For the original paper from which reference is taken 
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PREPARING OFFICE f' A, a) TO BE TRANSMITTED 
WILL INDICATE WHETHER - / / SECRET 
Full rate TELEGRAM SENT | i CONFIDENTIAL 
Collect {on letter \d RESTRICTED 
Night letter Ae ete CLEAR 
tes aie Department of State PARTAIR 
Full rate 
Day lett 
Night letter Th Totter aw net Waskingion, 
Charge to m hw. -oiyl Cede. | O. 
$ ae 7 ~ August<1, 1942 
aes ot. ~ 
wate’ 3 
AMERICAN CONSUL, Rem 
BEIRUT, LEBANON, | 
1 e 
: wt Situation in Beirut has been discussed with high O 
m 
i o! British authorities in London, who have assured us that ° 
oO 
gr? British have no other than their publicly declared policy a 
Yod -: Foe ~ 
in Syria and Lebanon, Hope is expressed that conference =—_ 
N 
in Cairo may lead to improvement, = 
For your personal information, de Gaulle expects to 
leave London August 4 for Near East, 
Please keep Cairo appropriately informed of 
developments “ 
Wn Q' 
5 | 
S 
/ a3 
AUG 4 1947? ; ~p 
7 
pA/™ 2 
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Enciphered by ____. ee: 
Sent by operator _____._._..__.__. M.., 6 Formas 
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August 7, 10 aeme ( 


One. Catroux end Speéars returned from Cairo 


several days ago after haviug, SEEN Casey ebvout 


6£1/10°3068 


their serious difficulties in working together. 


ov When they left Beirut they were practically no 


gM longer on speaking terms. This nad been brought 


about by an incident which is thour:ht worthy of 
repeating and the details of which I have just 
learned. 

Two, Monsieur Boegner of Catroux's political 


cabinet had called on Spears wno during the con- 


ot % on 


versation said thet he cid not wish Naccache to 

be president of the Lebonon any longer end that 

he wanted him removed et, oncee Cetroux on learning 

this wrote Spears that he would not permit such 

interference on the port of an Englishman in a 

question which could not be regarded as vital to 
the British 


OLA [eI We MyADY 


-2~- #275, August 7, 10 aeme (SECTION ONE) from Beirute 


the British wer effort and cemanded the courtesy 
of language usual between the representatives of 
two «reat powers, that he Cetroux was here in the 
interests of France and not to reflect the wishes 
of Generel Spears, that he would no longer send 
enyone to call on his behalf et Spear's office 
but that as both he end Spters represented the 
Allied cause which was greater then either of 
them be would gladly receive Spears himself or 
anyone Spears might send to discuss any legitimete 
business. Spears replied denying heving made the 
statements alleged. Cetrour carefully questioned 
Botgner end then wrote Spears that he was con- 
vinced that Boe szner had not lied. 

Three. A settlement of some kind was meade 
by Casey and document drawn up and signed. I 
heve not succeeded in learnin» its terms or con- 
tents but am told that it wes agreed thet Spears 
would refrain in future from interfering in purely 
locel matters of politics or administretion. I 
also learn from two sources very close to him thet 
Catroux is profoundly dissatisfied vith the. out- | 
come of the Ceiro conversationse’ ‘He is persuaded 


4; 
z 


that Spears 


-3~ #275, August 7, 10 aem. (SECTION ONE) from Beirut. 


that Spears will continue his past cctivities and 
wos quoted os saying, "Je connais ce monsieur et 
seis qu'il retournera ao ses vomissements",. 

He feels that the British with their pride will 
not allow Spears to be removed from his present 
office and indiccted but did not say that in that 
case he himself would have to leave. 

Foure ‘Spears and Catroux both went to 
Demascus yesterday obviously to discuss the wheat 
Situation. The situation in the Lebanon as re- 
gards bread while superficielly improved in the 
last ten deys, the price of bread on the open 
merket having fallen from one dollar per kilo 
to 75 cents, the Lebanese Director of Supplies 
informed me that he had distributed yesterday the 
lest 300 tons of wheat he had and thet no more 
was on the waye 

GUYNN 
EMB 


TELEGRAM RECEIVED 


BH Beirut 
This telegram must be FROM 


Closely paraphrased be- Dated August 7, 1942 
fore being =“ 


to anyone e Rec'd 3:20 aeme, 9th 


Secretary of State, 
Washingtone 


275, August 7, 10 asm. (SECTION TWO) 

The Lebanese Prime Minister Sami bey Sola told 
me that he had informed Catroux and Spears that he 
would administer the country if they through their 
wheat office gave him the necessary grain, that other- 
wise he would immediately resign, and that he would 
not order the gendarmes to fire on a mob whose only 
crime was hunger. He also exvressed open dissatis- 
faction with the attitude of the Syrian authorities, 
quite in contradiction to stetements published in the 
presse However, it is to be expected that some 
temporary solution will be found to the immedicete 
problem probably through army stores. . 

Fivee My impressions gathered from conversations 
in Damascus last week are that the situation in Syria 
is less confused than I feared and less critical than 
the Lebanon. Wheat is more plentiful, bread cheaper 
end the supply system better organized. General 


\ 


ella Teyuepyucd 


~2- #275, August 7, 10 asm. (SECTION TWO) from Beirut. 


Collet seems to have taken squarely the stand that 
he alone is the chief of the Allies there and that 
the others must follow his lead. He said that he had 
hed only minor difficulties keeping the Enclish in 
line and would stand no nonsense. He added that 
Spears hed not at that time returned to Vamascus since 
prestnting his letters to Sheikh Tajjedine on March 
50. On that occasion Tajjedine had seid to Spears 
that he was somewhat surprised to receive him as 
Minister Plenipotentiary anc could not understand why 
he hed been sent in that capacity when neither Egypt, 
nor the United States had recognized Syrialgs independence. 
Tajjedine is generally supposed to be Collet's creature 
and to enjoy the eonfidence of few other persons. 
Collet said he was doing very well end was the only 
Syrian he knew who had a stetesman viewpoint, the 
others all seeing national effairs through their 
personel interests. He added however, that Tajjedine's 
personal prestige would not be sufficient to keep him 
in office longer unless the general situation particue- 
larly as regards supplies soon improved. 

Sixe Colonel Converse, General Maawell's provost 
mershal informed me that he got the cleser impression 


et Ninth 


-3- #275, August 7, 10 a.m. (3ECTION TWO) from Beirut. 


at Ninth Army headquerters on August 4 that General 
Wilson now absent will soon be replaced probably by 
Lieutenant General Holmes whom he sew. This chenge 
if it takes plece may well be connected with Wilson's 
stand in the Catroux-Spe ars difference. 

Seven. Colonel Russel, Maxwell's representative 
on the Middle East Supply Center is here on en Ex- 
‘ploretion tour accompanied ty a British officer member 
of that” éouncil. The Department may wish to obtein 
his view é 


s 


i Espht. The news from Russic, Egypt end India 
be ing what they are and the local situation being 
about as outlined above combine to make the prospect 
for the immediate future somewhet derk. 

Repeated to Cairoe 

(END OF MESSAGE ) 
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2250 W. 10 St. 
Cleveland, Ohio N FE 
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August 11, 1942 
gos 20s i zi 
| Pe syuad 
AUg 14 we 
I am writing to inquive wha, ib =o 
according to State Departménk rec s, 
the status of the state of “tebanon 1's‘” 
in regards to its inclusion among the 
countries of the world allied against the 
Axis. 


Divisi on. 






T 







We, the members of the United North 
pLebanon Society of Cleveland, Ohio, on 


1‘ behalf of the people whose descendants 


came from Lebanon, and who are largely 
represented by this organization, would 
like to have the flag of Lebanon included 
in the Court of Flags at Cleveland's Public 
Square. Therefore, we contacted the 
Chamber of Commerce, through Mr. Beam, Vice- 
President, concerning this and he advised 
us to write to you to tell us whether the 
state of Lebanon is eligible to be this 
way honored, alongside the other countries 
officially called the Allied countries. 


Will you please send us any information 
you have concerning Lebarion as soon as it 
is convenient for you to do so. Thank you. 


Very truly yours, 





. Hassey, 
orth febdnon soc, 


T, Ha 
eto Ww. 10 st. 
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In reply refer to 
NE 


gone! 


My dear Mr. Hassey: (JOLO ‘fy? 


The receipt is acknowledged of your letter of jugust il 
requesting information viairitas the status of Lebanon as 
eee its inclusion among the countries allied against 
the 8. 


As you are doubtless aware, in September, 1939, Lebanon 
was & part of the single French mandate for Syria and the 
Lebanon, It is considered that when the French Republic 
became a belligerent against Germany, all of the territory 
end possessions of France sequired a belligerent status. 

,» no mandated territery, and particularly no terri- 
tory Ecorse es an “A’ mandate, has been considered by 
this fermment as a possession or a part of the territory 
of the State entrusted by the of Nations with the 
mandate. Hence, in the view of a Gevernment, Lebanon 
did not acquire the status of a belligerent at the time 
France entered the war. 

Pollewing the aruistice between France and the Axis 
in dune, 1940, a German-Italian armistise commission visited 
Syria and Lebanon to supervise the carrying out of the armis- 
tice terms, particularly as = concerned the surrender 
of French materials of war located in that territory. This 
action is not considered by the American Government to have 

ged in any way the etatus of the area as non-belligerent. 


In 


Mr. Thomas A. Hassey, 
President, United North Lebanon Society, 
2250 Weet Tenth Street, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 


3068 
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In duly of 1941, British and Free French military 
occupied several 


forces and the Lebanon, after 
weeks of armed hostilities against the military forces 
there under the orders of leyal to the Government of 


¥ramnee in Vichy. This action, between sing foreign 
groups on Syrian and Lebanese soil, is similarly 

regarded as not having affected the status of the area 
as non-belligerent territory. 


Foll the tion =. the area, the Free 
ae authorities srtaleden’. % he independence of Syria 
and of the Lebanon as sovereign states, with certain 

limitations regarding the military control of the area 
and the carrying out of formalities in due course for 
a termination of the mandate by the League of Nations. 
the American Government hae not extended recog- 

aisaee to Syria and the Lebanon as independent States, 
it may be pointed out that the local governments set up 

in Beirut and in Damascus subsequent to the independence 
cighantdbans have not, as far as thie Government is 
aware, taken stepe to change the status of the areas 
as regards belligerency. 


‘ Im consequence of the above considerations, the 
tment of State haw regarded and continues to regard 
Syria and the Lebanon as neutral territory. 


It may be added as of interest in this connection, 
that the authorities of this Government who administer 


the eee Service Act are understood to » for 
4 le eet the Act, Syrian and Lebanese 
nat 6 in the Uni tates as nationels of neutral 
territory. 


Sincerely yours, 


For the Secretary of State: 


J 


ox Paul H. Alling 
4 Nae Chief, Division of Near Eastern Affairs ' 
AUG 


AUG 28 1043 Fab 
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In reply refer to 
NE 


The Seoretary of State presents his compliments to 


‘the Director, Selective Service System, nd encloses 


herewith, as of possible interest to General Hershey 


gob o/ 
and his staff, a copy of a reply which has recently been 
made to an inquiry, addressed to the State Department, 
coneerning the status of the Lebanon as regards belligereney. 
Enclosure! 
To Mr. Hassey. 
7 
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food and the appalling prices of Mving; secondly, 
the need of Franco=British cooperation not only in 
the war effort but in view of the postewar period 
when Great Britain in particular and the United States 


will need as many and as powerful friends on the 


I 194% one, General Holmes of the Ninth Army (see 
Zq9YCe. OF 


resi"! Sb@lpg gra ph - six of my 275, Augyst ae 10 Aaeme) called 


on me yesterday and asked me to discuss quite frankly 
the political situation in this territorye I ex- 
posed the views many of which I have get forth in 
recent telegrams to the Department; that is, firstly, 


the absolute necessity of establishing and maintaining 


Iv! /10° 3068 


authority in these countries in view of the great 


potential strength of the fifth column, the inborn 


propensity of the local population to intrigue and jw E 
a 

agitation, the very serious situation and perhaps oe u 
rm 


grave disturbances sure to arise from the shortage of 
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~2=, #280, August 12, noon, from Beirut. 


Continent as possible, the first of which should of 
necessity be Francey thirdly, the folly, to my way 
of thinking, of compromising FrancosBritish under= 
standing and confidence for a possible gain in influ- 
ence in this relativelyt) regions fourthly, the fact 
that the French no longer trusted the British in any 
move they made here as they were convinced that an 
ulterior political motive was always presente. He said 
that he was pretty well aware of these views from 
conversations with General Wilson and Minister Kirk, 
that he had spent a week trying to find out what the 
situation really was and had reached the conclusion 
that it was appalling. He indicated that he agreed 
with me entirelye 

Twoe He seemed most interested in finding out 
my view as to the advisability of holding elections 
at this time. I expressed the opinion that no greater 
folly could be imagined than to attempt to hold 
Elections at a time when no one dared to express his 
mind for fear of an English or l'rench concentration 
camp or a Lebanese or Syrian prisony = when nothing 
could be published that had not passed several censors, 
when public meetings were egal, when the public was pro= 
foundly dissatisfied with all of the Alliga on 
agcount of supply shortages, when thé 

fifth 


wSee, 7260, August 12, noon, from Beirute 


fifth column appeared to be much better organized 

and more powerful than civil government in this region, - 

when there was no popular demand for elections the 

population thinking of nothing but bread, and 

when, finally, no Elections were being held in 

Traq, Palestine, or England itself. He said he 

quite agreed, ._I asked him if he could explain why 

then General Spears was so insistent on having them 

held in the immediate future. He replied that the insist- 

Ence came from London, but could not explain why, 
Three I asked General Holmes if he would be 

good enough to make clear to me who, he or General 

Spears, was the Britisher responsible for the security 

of the Army, He seemed surprised at the questions 

I explained that General Wilson had told me that this 

was his affair but that every time Spears intervened 

in what appeared to be a question of purely local poli- 

tios, he advanced the argument of security and that 

this had profoundly disturbed the French and the 

Lebanese. He replied that he could scarcely answer, 

theoretically the Ninth Army was responsible for 

military seeurity, Spears for political seourity, that 

in wartime it was practically impossible to draw 

the line between them, He appeared to me greatly 


interested 
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interested in the question. 

Four, General Holmes then asked me what possi~ 
ble solution I saw to the situation, I replied that 
it seemed to me at the present time the Free French, 
in this territory, at least, had absolute need of 
British assistance for any number of reasons, finane 
cial, military, shipping, the immediate proximity 
of states where British influence is dominating; but 
the British ‘should exercise their influence in a 
way comparable to that of a conscientious guardian 
caring for the interests of o minor and not of one 
inclined to appropriate the minor's inheritance; 
that it should be possible to find a Britisher capable 
of fulfilling such a role and in whom the French 
a8 well as the Lebanese and Syrians could have implicit 
confidence; that at present such was not the case 
and could not be as long ae Spears remained heres 

Pivee Holmes strikes me as an absolutely honest 
and straightforward person, He appeared to be 
quite in agreement with me, but rather embarassed to 
know what to dog I gained the impression that he had 
been charged with the mission of reporting to heads 
quarters in Cairo at least, and possibaiy London, 

He had, I think, just returned from Cairo when he 
phoned 
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phoned on Friday, the seventh, for an appointment 
on the eleventh, He thanked me cordially on leaving 


and departed, apparently, the best of friendse 
Repeated to Cairoe 


GWYNN 
EJH 
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gh l exchanged concerning elections 

f 
f _ al The first reference to the subject appears in 
gqu* Beirut's telegram no. 135, April 15, 3 p.m., in which 
Mr. Engert informed the Department that Spears favored 


elections but that he (Engert) was personally inclined 
to agree with Naccache that the present might not be a 
propitious moment. Engert said he would gladly talk 
the matter over informally with Spears. He added that 
elections could perhaps be postponed if not until the 
end of the war at least until the Levant was no longer 
threatened with invasion. 


On April 18 (Beirut's 139), Engert reported he 
had talked to Spears, who preferred that a date for 
elections be named but admitted that it would look a 
little foolish if meanwhile Syria were attacked by the 
Axis, and agreed with Engert's suggestion that the | 
announcement of a census to prepare the ground for , 
elections might he a way out. 4 


On April 20 the Embassy at London reported that 2 
from informal conversations with British Foreign Office 
officials it did not appear that the Foreign Office 
endorsed Spears' proposal "to hold elections in 
Lebanon now, nor to fix a definite date for them, in 
view of military uncertainties in near future. In 
principle they do approve the proposal." 


On April 21 (Beirut's 142), Engert listed four 
measures which he felt should be taken as a common 
sense solution of the impasse in Syria and Lebanon. A 
part of his fourth proposal was: "Elections could be 
promised to take place as soon as the military situation 
permits but a preliminary census could be taken now." 


On April 21 (Department's no. 51), the Department, 
basing its decision on Engert's telegram of April 20 
and the preceding reports, instructed him as follows: 


« "The 
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"The four suggestions made in your telegram no. 142 
are constructive and you may urge, on behalf of this 
Government, that they be adopted." 


April 28 (telegram no. 57), the Department reported 
to Engert that the British Embassy in Washington had 
handed the Department an aide mémoire stating that the 
British Government had decided to recommend certain 
measures to Catroux, including an announcement that 
elections would take place before the end of 1942. The 
British Government requested our support of this position, 
and Engert's views were requested regarding the action 
we should take. 


April 29 (telegram no. 2272), London reported 
that British Government's decisions regarding elections 
had apparently been taken on Spears' recommendations. 
(This was apparently to explain why the British Govern- 
ment had taken a different decision from that the Embassy 
had indicated on April 20.) 


April 29 (telegram no. 151), Engert reported he had 
sent a personal letter to Spears embodying the four 
Sogo made in his 141, and had received a reply from 
pears that he was in essential agreement on all points. 


May 1 (telegram no. 155), Engert, replying to 
Department's 57, said while he personally felt the 
British measures were quite good, he did not think the 
United States should lend its official weight to proposals 
of either side. He said he would support the British 
measures informally if occasion arose. 


May 5 (telegram no. 62), the Department informed 
Engert of its concurrence in his recommendation, and 
requested him to proceed along lines he had indicated. 


May 30 (telegram no. 195), Engert reported that 
British proposals had been modified in certain respects, 
and that Catroux, in effort to help, had agreed to 
elections before the end of year, subject to De Gaulle's 
approval, although he (Catroux) personally thought no 
real demand for them existed. Engert said he was inclined 
to agree with Catroux on this point. Engert added that 
according to agreement between Catroux and Casey, an 


announcement 


Maa 


announcement would be made about July 1 that elections 
would be held ‘before end of year. 


Sethe (telegram no. 3122), London reported that 
from informal conversations at Foreign Of.ice it appeared 
De Gaulle had agreed in substance to Catroux' proposals 
that an announcement of elections be made about the end 
of July and that elections be held in September. 


In his telegram no. 280, August a noon, Mr. Gwynn 
reported that General Holmes, of the British Ninth Arny, 
had called on him and seemed most anxious to learn his 
views regarding elections. Gwynn expressed to Holmes 
the opinion that no greater folly could be imagined than 
to attempt to hold elections at a time when no one dared 
to express his mind for fear of an English or French | 
concentration camp or a Lebanese or Syrian prison, when 
nothing could be published that had not passed several 
censors, when public meetings were illegal, when the pub- 
lic was profoundly dissatisfied with all the Allies on 
account of supply shortages, when the fifth column appeared 
to be much better organized than the Government, when 
there was no popular demand for elections, the population 
thinking of nothing but bread, and when, finally, no 
elections were being held in Iraq, Palestine, or England 
itself. General Holmes said he quite agreed. Gwynn 
asked why Spears was so insistent on immediate elections. 
Holmes said the insistence came from London, but could 
not explain why. ~- 


On August 12, (telegram no. 281, 1 p.m.), Gwynn 
eaid Casey, British Minister of State in Cairo, had 
written to Catroux's Chef du Cabinet Politique, urging 
the necessity of holding elections immediately and 
indicating that the United States desired these elections: 
too. Gwynn requested to be informed whether there was 
any basis of truth in Casey's reported statement. 
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Serre oF SY Moneieur Baelen, Catroux's Chef du Cabinet 
Politique told me that e letter has just been received 
from Casey urging the necessity of holding elections 
in the immediate future in Syria and Lebanon and thet 
Casey had said the United States Government head indi- 
cated thet it too deeired these elections. I asked 
Baelen if he could give me ae verbatim extract of 
Casey's letter. He said that he would have to ask 
Catroux's permission but thought it would not be 
refused. I will wire 4t immediately if obtainable. 


Two. In view of the ideas I have expressed, I 


zybh Ge SAW 
mis 


should greatly appreciete being informed if there is 


any besis of truth in Casey's reported stetement. 
Three. If elections should be held, I think it 
a foregone conclueion that they will be not only anti- 
French but enti-Ally unless they are very actively 
menipulated. 
GWYNN 
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AMERZCAN CONSUL 

BEIRUT (LEBANON) SS . 
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Your 261 / August 12’, 1 p.m. 

The Department has issued two instructions which 
bear on the subject of/elections in Syria and Lebanon, 
On April 21 (Department's no. 51) the Department authorized 

wv Engert to urge on behalf of this Government the adoption 
of four measures which Engert felt would assist in improv- 
ing the local situation. A part of one of these measures 
was: QUOTE Elections could be promised to take place as 
soon as the military situation permits but a preliminary 
census could be taken now. UNQUOTE 

On May 5 (Department's no. 62) the Department approved 

Engert's recommendation in his telegram no. 155, May 1, 
in which he had suggested (1) that the American Government 
refrain from supporting officially the British Government's 
policy regarding Syria and Lebanon, which included inter 
alia a call for elections during 1942, (2) that he might 
lend his support informally to the general British policy, 
when occasion arose, (3) that details should be settled 
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Charge Department: Departurnt of State PARTAIR 
Wight ete Weskingion, 

Charge to tem 
between the British and Free French themselves, and 
(4) that if his opinion were asked about some particular 
point he would give it without committing the Department. 
It is not evident, from the Department's records, whether 
the suitable occasion ever arose or whether Engert's 
personal views were specifically requested regarding 
elections. 

.The Department's two instructions were drafted in 

the light of Engert's telegrams nos. 135, 139, 142 and 
155, which had given the clear impression that he did 
not consider elections advisable while the Levant was 
threatened with invasion. Since that time the military 
situation in the Near East has not improved. It is true 
that one of the considerations which has caused the 
Department to hesitate to comply with British and Free 
French requests that we extend recognition to Syria and 
Lebanon has been that the Governments we were asked to 
recognize could not claim to represent the expressed 
wishes of the peoples of the area. We have not intended 
to imply by this position, however, an opinion that 
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elections should be held at any particular time or while 
the military situation was threatening. Your own views, 
as expressed in the second paragraph of your 280, have 
been noted with interest. 
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283, August 12, 4 poem. (SECTION / ONE ) va 
SECRET / 
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Denartment's 122 August 4. 

One. Following lunch at Catroux's at which 
Spears was present I had a long but frermentary talk 


with g-¢Ganlle. He at once launched into subject of 


Svi/1lo°3068 


political situation here and of British Free French 
relations in particular. 
Two. Herepeated suretonce of his declaration 
7W0.eetr Pep ROLES 
reported in my 279 to ef*ect that France's position 
here is far from desperate. We added France meant 
remain in Levant, not as in past in mandatory capacity 


but with possibly very few minor changes on basis of 


treaties drawn up in 1936, this to be settled after 


cv6l 02 ONY 


war. 
WG, 

Three. He said he was determined to settle now op 
questions position in Levant states and he means to 
make clear that its place is second and not equal to 


that of France. He said he s*®yv no possible solution 


Std Ten7 


unless 
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“2- #283, August 12, 4 pem. (SECTION ONE) from Beirut 
unless Spears were recalled and stated he had angered 
both Casey and Churchill in Cairo by saying so. He 
said Churchill had said "Know Spears has many enemies 
but he has one friend and that is I" to which De Gaulle 
replied "If he is your triind that is your affair but 
there is no reason for you to inflict him on me", I 
asked him-what he would do if Churehill refused to 
agree to Spears' removal, He said the reply was simple, 
it would be the end of all collaboration. 

Four. I informed him of substance of Department's 
122 to effect that high British authorities have 
assured us that Britain has no other than its publicly 
declared policy in these territories, 

He dismissed the assurances as of little 
interest and said he had many assurances from the 
engagements and were continually bringing up for discussion 
questions long since settled. 

Five. I exposed British thesis os I understand 
it that they must take interest in what happens here 
as their security may be involved (see ny 280,) and 
all that happens here is of interest to British as 
it has immediate reaction in nearby Arab countries 
where British have primary interests, 
“We 
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Secretary of State, 
Washington. 


283, August 12, 4 pem., (SECTICN TWO) 

He ct once replied that British used first crgument, 
as clonk to cover intervention into every minor incident 
of loerl politics which wes of no legitimate concern to 
them and if events here caused reactions in other 
countries, events in other countries chused rerctions here 
and it hed not occurred to him to intervene in Iraqi or 
Pelestine effeirs. 

Six. I tried to outline views expressed in para- 
greph four of my 280. They cppearec to be not et all to 
his taste and I felt he resented the implicrtions. I 
Suggested he miht find talk with Holmes of interest. De 
Gaulle seid he had never refused to see ony gsenerel and 
I understood he felt it was not for him to seek views of 
acting head of Ninth Lrmy. ifter « little perrying I 
esked if he would cuthorize me to tell Holmes thet de Gaulle 
would be vleased to see him. iic willingly assented and 
I heve just returned from Brumenao where I left verbel 


message ‘for Holmes. 


Seven. 
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Seven. De Geulle made clecr both Churchill and 
Casey had insisted on Elections (see my 280 end 281) 
ond he hed told them they were talking of something that 
wos none of their business. He added, end pointedly in- 
sisted, there would be no elections at least not this 
year. It thus eppears my assumption, as previously 
expressed, particulerly in my 246, July 13, thet Speers 
wes responsible for English drive for elections, wes 
wrong. Elucidetion es to motives behind this drive must 
be sought if any where in London. 

Eight. De Gaulle scid he meant to stey here until 
situation was cleared up, two weeks or longer if necessary. 
I think he is determined to settle krenco-British controvers. 
now and to cere little what consequences may be. I feel 
efforts should be made to rid in effecting settlement 
thet would have no seriously detrimental effect on re- 
lations between two parties but am unable suggest where 
efforts should be made unless it be thought possible 
to move British in London. I think I coulc heve no 
effect on Spears and thet no useful purpose would be 
served were I eble to. 

Nine. DeGaulle esked mé to call soon; I said I 
wes alweys at his disposal end wecilé at once enswer e& cco.ll 


from 


we tae oe 


1543 


“S~ #283, August 12, 4 pom. (SECTION TWO) from Beirut 


* 


from his aidede-camp. In any case I think (#*) to be 
able to keep myself currently informed of any im- 
portent developments here. 

REPEATED TO CAIRO. 

END OF WESSAGE. 


GiUYNN 
(*) Apparent omission 
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SECRET 
abe 
My 283,/ August 1 
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OnE es ast his request I called on General pe Gaulle 
yesterdays He stated that he wished to outline the position 
of Fighting France in the Levant anf thought that His 
views might be of interest to the american Governinnts 
He thereupon spoke calmly and ‘uninterruptedly for ‘Bou an 
hour giving what amounted to a carefully prepared lecture 
on the subjecte I cannot attempt to do more than 
summarize the principal points he made and do not think Q 
more is necessary as his ideas are those frequently expresaced 
by French officials here which have already been set forth a 
at considerable length in recent telegramse B+ 
Twos He said that Fighting France as ‘well as France Pu} 
was determined ultimately to fulfill the terms an@ purpose tle 
of the mandate and to grant vhm possible independence © 


to 
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«Re #289, August 16, 9 peme (SECTION ONE) from Beirut 


to Syria and Lebanon but that this can be done only when 
the peoples are prepared for it, that time has not obne 
and may not for many yearse There would be great danger in 
granting independence prematurely, grave internal troubles 
due to religious, ethnographic and regional differences 
would result which would be exploited »y our enemies and 
our common war effort be seriously compromised, It is 
indispensable that some great power remain at present in 
these territories to guarantee internal ...4 external peace, 

Threee Fighting France cannot cede any portion of 
French patrimony of which it has custody until France 
itself has been able to resume its legitimate place in the 
world and relieved Fighting France of its responsibility at 
which time a regularly constituted French Government may 
see fit to make certain concessions. An important item 
in that patrimony is the French position and influence in 
the Levante 

Foure MTherefore/the mandate remains in force (see my 
279) 13 es fea GF daar others ha aid 

a}: ° ers may have s or may 

say until France is able to relinquish it in due form. 

Five, «at that time France will make treaties which 
in all probability will be very similar to those negotia- 
ted in 193° which treaties De Gaulle considers on the 
whole quite satisfactory, and in accordance with which 
France will cnjoy a privileged pouitionin Lebanon and 


Syria, 
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Syria. 

Six. For reasons that ore not clear the English - 
apparently held very different views when they together with 
the Free French occupied these territories last year, 

They seemed to think the occasion good to eliminate the 
Prench from Levant, is soon as he had understood their 
purpose he had felt obliged to discuss the situation very 
frankly with them(see Engert's 32, wugust 5, 1941, 11 pem.) 
and as a result agreemmts had been reached in July and 
October 1941 which forned the legal basis of Franco=British 
relations in the Levant. The object of these agreements 
was to grant the British all possible aid and facilities in 
this territory to pursue their war effort but at the same 
time to scfeguard France's present end future position 
here the French had attempted loyally to fulfill their 
obligations but ‘the British had continued to go their way 
with the design now patent of expelling the French from 
this part of the world they think the occasion favorable in 
that their prestige is higher in that they know the crabs 
better and are more capable of handling then in that they 
are better liked by the arabs than are the Trench; all of 
which assumptions are false. Things had reached such a 
pass that he had decided that the situation must be ree 
Established immediately and he meant to stay in Levant 
until that had been accomplished, He hoped that some two 


weeks 
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weeks would be sufficient time but would remain much longer 
if necessarye 

Eight. He therefore had just sent a telegram to 
Churchill a copy of vhich he handed me to read, ist my 
request he immediately had prepared a paraphrase a copy 
of which will go forward by next pouch and which in 
translation reads as follows: 

"One. Since my arrival in the States of the Levant 
under French mandate I have the regret to observe that the 
agreements signed by the French nation the subject of 
Syrio and Lebanon are not always respected. The engagement 
undertaken by Great Britain to pursue no political ain 
in the States of the Levant and not to attempt to encroach 
thereon the positfons of France, as well as the assurance 
given by the British Government that the mandate would be 
maintained until a decision should have been taken by the 
League of Nations, which alone is entitled to put an end 
to it, form the bases of the Lyttelton=De Gaulle agreements 
of July 1941 and of the exchange of letters between the 
French National Committee and the British Government of 
October 1941, 

Twoe I am obliged to state that a great number of the 
manifestations of British policy in Syria and in Lebanon 
‘do not appear to me to agree with these principles,. 


Taree», The constant intervention of the representatives 


of the 


«5~ #289, iugust 16, 9 pem. (SECTION ONE) from Beirut 


of the British Govermient in the inttrpational politica — 
and adninistration of the States of the Levant and even 
in the relations between the Governments of these States 
and the representatives of mandatory France cannot in my 
opinion be compatable either with the political dis- 
interestedness of Great Britain in Syria and Lebanon or 
with the respect of the position of Franee or with the 
regime of mandates. 

Fours I think furthermore that the interventions and 
the reactions they produce lead the populations in all the 
arab East to think that grave discords compromise here the 
good understanding between Great Britein and Fighting 
France, who are nevertheless 4llies. This is a situation 


that can ultimately profit only our enemies, 
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289, iugust 16, 9 peme, (SECTION TIO) 

Five. I must tell you lastly that these encroach- 
ments on the rights of France and on the attributions 
of the Governmmts of the States of the Levant are 
profoundly resented by all the French people and by 
the Syrian and Lebanese populations, and this more 
Especially as we have facilitated hereby all our | 
means and often under conditions morally painful for 
us the military work of the British Comiand of land, 
s€a and air, and have placed at the disposal of the 
British Command in the Orient all the forces we can 
dispose of to assist in the battle of Tibya and Egypt, 

Six. I thus find myself led torequest you to re- 
Establish in this country the application of the agrece 
ments we have concluded in order to assure here our 
military cooperation and to manifest in all the Orient 
the umion of Great Britain ond France. iside from 
other reasons, that oppetors to be necessary, the better 


to unite 
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“R= #269, august 16, 9 peme, (SECTION TiO), from 
Beirut — 
to unite our efforts in this hard period of the 
wor we ore mking in common”, 

Wine. it my request for further elucidation 
De Gaulle stated that the present British policy 
in regard to this territory must be immediately 
and fundamentally changed and that its representative 
here General Spears mast leave. He added thot he 
Expected and feared determined opposition from 
Churchill. I again asked him what he expected to 


do if Churchill refused to cedes He vepeated that 
it would be the end of a1 collaboration, I said that 
it seemed to me impossible that things should go so 
fore He replied that he quite agreed but that he 
was determined to stethis thing through, that it 
might lead to conflict and that the Fighting French 
might be bees a but they preferred that rather than 
to cede without being defeated in an open fight. 

Tene He ended his prepared talk by saying that 
‘the situation being as he had described it he thought 
the American Government should be informed though it 
was not directly a party to the quarrel, I answered 
that we are very much interested in anything that 

might affect 


ee 
Oy 
cn 
PO 


¢ 


~3— #289, iugust 16, 9 peme, (SECTION TWO), from 
Beirut 
might affect our common war effort, that I thought 
recent statements and actions had shown clearly that 
the American Government had great sympathy with 
Fighting France and I did not doubt that the threat 
of breach in its relations with our British illies 
would receive its most serious attention. He assmted 
but again repeated that he was determined at all costs 
to force the British to respect French rights and to 
live up to the agreements they had signed with him. 
Eleven. He has gone to Damascus anc expects to 
spend the entire weels in a tour of Syria and then to 
remain in Beirut to await developments, 
Twelve. <I asked if General Holmes had called 
to see him (see paraaresh six of my 283). De Gaulle 
replied thot he had not heard from him and conjectured 
that Spears had instructed Holmes not to see De Gaulle. 
Thirteen, The situation appears to me most 
grave. Something doubtless should be done but i. 
doubt if anything can be accomplished here. I should 
like to beable to present more comprehensively the 
British side in this diffefence but om unable to do so 
as neither Spears himself nor his collaborators appear 
willing to 


bond 


~4— $289, lugust 16, 9 peme, (SECTION TO), from 
Beirut 

willing to talk as freely as do the French; their 
fundamental thesis is I think fairly set forth in 
paragraph five of my 283. 

Fourteen. Should any serious incident occur 
between the British and French we might find ourselves 
seriously embarrassed by the presence of our aviators 
at Bayak where they are expected in the immediate 
future (see my 284). 

Fifteen. General De Gaulle said I would certainly 
see him again before he left this region and I will 
attempt to keep informed day by day at the Delegation 
General. I have not discussed the above with the 
British here, | 

Sixteen, Repeated to Cairo. 

(END OF MESS..GE). 
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Since his arrival in Beirut, De Gaulle has repeated 
to Gwynn several times, with emphasis, his determination 


to force a show-down now regarding British Free French 


relations in Syria. De Gaulle has complained that the 


British, by intervening through Spears in internal affairs, 


have violated their promises to acknowledge Free French 


predominance in local affairs. De Gaulle has declared 


firmly that if the British do not agree to remove Spears, 
it will be the end of all collaboration. 

De Gaulle seems convinced that the British are try- 
ing to eliminate the French from the Levant, and dismissed 
as of little interest Gwynn's statement, based on your 
4259 Kile ole ieitais has no other than its publicly 
par a policy in these territories. . 

As regards the granting of independence, De Gaulle 
informed Gwynn that Fighting France, as well as France, 
was determined ultimately to fulfill the terms and purpose 
of the mandate and to grint when possible independence to 
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Syria and Lebanon but that this could be done only when 
the peoples were prepared for it, and that the time had 
not come and might not come for many years. 
De Gaulle has not specifically requested American 
mediation but he has pointedly kept our representative 
in Beirut fully informed. While he has agreed with Gwynn 
that it would be unthinkable for a complete rupture between 
the British and Free French to occur, his attitude is that 
if the British Government retains Spears and supports con- 
tinued British interference in internal affairs in Syria, 
all collaboration will end. 
. The British Embassy in Washington has been given 
the substance of our recent telegrams from Beirut, in 
an effort to make certain that the seriousness of the 
situation is not minimized. 
The Department has not undertaken to weigh the 
relative merits of the two contending positions. 
\nanseilooAana Soe De Gaulle's statement that Syria and 
Lebanon may not be ready for independence for many years 
is not consonant with Free French and British statements 


on the eve of their occupation of Syria, when they 
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announced, notably for its propaganda effect on the 
Arabs, that the Allies were bringing independence to the 
two areas, nor with Catroux's subsequent proclamations 


that Syria and Lebanon had entered upon independent life. 


tha. 
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Minister in Beirut appears at least to have construed his 
duties to be more than those ordinarily devolving upon a 
foreign diplomatic representative. Speame—denbtiess 
jeettfties—hie—interest—in—lecei—atfains—by Britetris 
over—ett—mttitary—respencibitities—in—the—lean—best——but 
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Please discuss the subject again with Mr. Eden at 
an early opportunity, and assure him of our willingness 
and desire to contribute to a better understanding between 


the British and the Free French. You may inform Mr. Eden 
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in all frankness that this Government is not able to 
support either the British or Free French positions in 
their entirety, nor does it believe a useful purpose 
would be served by our doing so. This Government can 
not remain indifferent, however, to a controversy which 
Q@ffects in an important manner the common war effort. 
The Department is repeating this telegram to Gwynn 
for his guidance. He is being requested to express his 
appreciation to General De Gaulle for having kept us so 
fully informed. He is being requested to point out to 
General De Gaulle, with equal franknese, our serious 
concern, as a nation joined in the common cause against 
the Axis, that the assurances given the Syrians and 
Lebanese be scrupulously fulfilled. Without this, not 
only the Arab world but all peoples who are asked to 
place reliance in our sincerity will form justifiable 
doubts of the assurances of any of the nations or groups 


associated against the enemy. I 
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at his request, 


I informed Sir Ronald of the contents of a tele- 
y gee received this morning from the American Consul 
‘General at Beirut, No. 280 of August 16, 9 p.m. I 
, eaid that it seemed to me that this situation was 
reaching proportions of great gravity. I stated that 
- I could not understand how General de Gaulle's presence 
in Syria at this time could be regarded as conducive 
towards smoothing out an already highly inflamed situa- 
tion, and that it appeared to me that, under present 
conditions obtaining in Egypt and in Syria, the knowl- 
“ on the part of the native population that the 
British and French were at daggers drawn would make much 
more likely subversive activities and other activities 
gravely ee to the common war effort. I inquired 
whether Mr, Churchill was directly intervening in the 
situation which had grown up in Syria. Sir Ronald seid 
that he did not know and that his belief was that 
Mr. Churehill was already on his way back to England 
from Cairo. I concluded saying that I felt the situa- 
tion had reached a point re the interests of the United 
States were directly involved and that I believed some > 
radical remedial measures ought to be undertaken withoug, ; 
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I am to meet de Gaulle again on kugoat 26 and should 





Sv1/10° 3068 


like to be able to inform him at least that his message 
is receiving the consideration of the competent American 


authorities or to deliver any communication the Department 


may wish to make to him. It may be of importance to do what 


we con to keep him from taking some too hasty and grave 
actions - 
Two incidents are interesting as showing Spears reaction 
to the engagement undertaken by the British recently not 
to interfere in purely local matters of politics or 
administration (see paragreph 3 ot/ny 278 / livguet 7, 10 
&eMe) and which will probably make more sparks flye 
De Gaulle spent Sugday,Monday and Wednesdey in 


Damascus having been Tuesday in Jebeldruze and left 


Dame scus 


Zvel & ONY 
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~~ 297, August 21, 2 pee, from Beirut. 


Damascus Thursday morning for Aleppo. My interview : 
with the Syrion Minister for Foreign Affairs on 
Thursday in connection with the Department ts 111, 
July 21, 11 peme hod to be cut short as he apologetically 
explained that the whole Syrian Government hed been 
convoked to the Serahl at noon to meet General Spears. 
I have not yet been eble to find out the purpose of his 
visit but hope to soons 

The Free French and the Meronite Patricrok have 
been at odds for many months because Catroux has kept 
Naccache os President of the Iebanon against the 
Patriarch's well known and repeatedly expressed wishes. 
An attempt at a reconcilation is being made. De Goulle 
ond Catroms took tea with the Patriarch at his summer 
residence at Diame on Saturday August 16, all the local 
papers fectured the event, The Patriarch .is to make 
the three hour trip next Sunday to lunch with them at 
the Beirut “pesidence"s Spears hes invited the tea that day 
and the delegation general is meking active inquiry to 
find out who the other guests are to bes Apparently no 
consuls were invited, 

These seemingly minor gvents may be important in 
De Goulle*s renetion to them or they may indicate that 

Spears 
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-3-. #297, August 21, 2 peme, from Beirut. 


Spears is preparing serious measures to counter the 
grave action that De Gaulle indicated he was prepared 
to take. 

Repeated to Cairoe 
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I left with oe e.0 f todny a paraphrase of the 
Departnent's 156, ju 


A e Gaulle will soon 
address me a note containing his observations. He 
expressed his great gitisfaction that the United | 
States Govermient is taking an active interest in 
the present difficulty. He said he was sonevhat 
pained that the Departnuent appeared somewhat to 
doubt sincerity of the French spheres independencE.e 
It is quite possible that he will request .merican 
mediation. 
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In paragraph nine of/ ny 289,/uugust 16, I said 


"4% might lead to conflict et cetera”, 


IT put it 


that way as I was anxious not to go beyond de 


Gaulle’s thought though I suspected he really meant 


armed conflict. 


-He having repented the same thing 


today. T osked hin to explain frankly whet his 


statenent implied, 


Churchill refused to cede in this 
request the British to leave this 
if they refused to lenve he would 


foree them out. 


Repeated to Cairo, 
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take weasures to 
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Following telegram has been received from Beirut, 
7 | no. 300 ELOY: ME. 
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ol tt? QUOTE In paragravh nine of ny /289; guet 16, I said 
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oe it might lead to conflict et cetera END SUBQUOTE, 
r put it that way as I wes anxious not to go beyond 


Lvi/1io0°3068 


de Gaulle's thought though I suspected he really meant 
armed conflict. He having reveated the same thing today 
I asked him to explain frankly whet his statement implied, 
He said clearly, that if Churchill refused to cede in 
this matter he would request the British to leave this 
territory end if they refused to leave he would take 


measures to force them out, 


13aN/Sd 


Repeated to Cairo, UNQUOTE 
Please inform Foreign Office immediately. 
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With reference to paragraph three of my ved! 
August 21, 2p.m., I leern that while lunching with 
de Gaulle ining the Meronite Patriarch received a 


er ilp3068 


letter from Speare who regretted thet he could not 
receive him as he, Speare, hed to leeve immedietely 
for Cairo. The Patriarch asked de Gaulle what to do. 
He advised the Partiarch to call on Lady Speers ant 
thus fulfill under most favorable cireumstences his 
duty of returning Spears visit. 

Repeated to Cairo, 
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Secretary of State, 






at his request I c .lled on de Gaulle one 


6v1/ 10° 2068 


hour ago. He handed me © copy of a telegram 






dated today from Churchill which reads as 
follows: 

(1) LT regret that I cannot accept y 
contention thet our representatives sre inte 
ferping unduly in the .ffairs of the Levant. 

(2) Syria and the Lebnnon are part of a 
vital thentre of war, and-almost every develop- 
ment there affects our military interests directly 
or indirectly, This involves constant consultation 
between our representatives and the French 
nuthorities, and contacts with the Syrian. and 
Lebanese administr:tions to which His Majesty's 


Minister is accredited, 


ChELT €§ Ony 
aga 


(3) We are pursuing no political aims of 


our own 





“20 $2095 August 23, 6 pom. (SECTION ONE) from Beirut 


our own in the Levant, and we hove not sought to 
undermine the French position thereg We fully 
recognize thet in political matters the initintive 
must rest with the French authorititss Our 
principal concern in the political sphere is to 
ensure that no policy is adapted which may jeopirdize 
our military security or interfere with our 
proseostion of the wor. It is for this reason that 

we expect to be fully consulted beforehand on 

major politic1l] developments. 

(4) We are also concerned to ensure thrt 
our guarantee of the proclamation issued by 
General Catroux on the ninth June 1941 decloring 
the independence of Syrin md the Lebanon nd 
promising that the mandate should be termin ted 
is effectively carried out, To this we are 
committed in the eyes of both people of vyria 
and the Lebanon ind those of the irnb world, 

(5) Apart from this the only affairs of the 
Levant in which we concern ourselves are those 
directly affecting our military needs and 


loenl British commercial or other interests. 


"SB 


TELEGRAM RECEIVED 


NLC Be irut 
This telegram must be 


Closely paraphrased be~ FROMated August 23, 1942 
fore being communicated 
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Secretary of State, 


Washington. 


299, August 23, 5 pem., (SECTION TWO) 

(6) None of the above activities constitute 
a violation of the letter or spirit of the de Gaulle 
Lyttelton agreements nor of the letters exchanzed 
between the Foreign Office end the French National 
Committee. As regards the mendate, it is fully 
understood thet its technical terminetion cannot be 
effected at present. Nevertheless, in my speech in 
the House of Commons on the ninth September 1941 I 
made it clear that the position of the Free French 
in Syria could not be the t previously enjoyed by 
Vichys and you yourself, in your letter to the 
League of Nations announcing your assumption of the 
responsibilities of the mandate, streted that the 
independence and sovereignty of Syria and the 
Lebanon would not be circumscribed by any other 
limitations than those which were necessitated by 


conditions of WAL « 


(7) I fully 


ella [eIyuepyuon 


~2- #299, August 23, 6 pem., (SECTION TWO), from Beirut. 


(7) I fully realize the importance of meintaining . 
the closest collaboretion end unit) of purpose 
between our respective representatives in the Levent, 
and it is my sincere belief that with good will on 
both sides this can be accomplished. 

(8) Our overriding object is to defeat the enemy, 
and you gen rest essured thet any ection by our 
representctives in syria anc the Le»enon is directed 
towards thet end. 

(9) Cairo, August 23, 1942". 

De Geulle said thet this reply was entirely 
unsatisfactory, that he had hoped Churchill would 
Express his entire willingness to fulfill his obliga- 
tions and stete that if any of his agents eppesred 
inclined to act in enother sense he would be gled 
to be given their names for appropriate ection. De 
Gaulle then went over Churchill's wire with me 
sentence by sentence pointin:s out his objections. 

In reply to my question he said that he would repeat 
these objections in « wire to Churchill and would give 
me a copy when it hed been prepared. I will, therefore, 
not attempt to summerize them now.for feer of betraying 
his thou,;hte 

Repeated to Cairos (END OF ie SSAGE) 
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Churehiil whieh in trengl-tion resés ae follows: 


Ones I heve-excnined ith creat care the telecren 


Q@livered to me on your beheclf on susust 23 on the sube 


ject of British policy in the Levent States uncer Yreneh 
liand ate» 


Two, I regret not to be cvle to cecept vour 


conception ccccrdnnee with which the political intere - 


ferences of the Sritish representatives in Syrin anc 





Yr 
Lehenon are competivle with the engo ecents uncertaken 
yx he 

by His injesty!s Covesn-cent cs concerns the respect of wa 
is aw ‘y i 

Prance's position anc the persistence of its licncates ~~ 


IT must add that. these AROSE F AMERCES » as they cre practiced, 


are in contreéiction to the regime of independence which 
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~2- #305, Lugust 4, & Perley from Beirut 


Pighting France has erantec to Syria tnd Lebanon 
by virtue cnc within the frame work of the linncate, 
a8 Well as the Prenen cmerican Treaty of 192:, 

Three. The presence of British troops on the 
territory; of the Levent States could not in iy opinicn 
justify these interventions. The conéitions of our 
Lilitary cooperaticn in the Oricnt ane those of the 
security of British trcons in the Levant vere Cetermined 
by the Lyttleton - ce Coulle corcenents which, on cur 
side, we apply scrupulously. The relations between the 
properly military British cond French authorities, in the 
battle of Libya and Egypt as well os in what concerns 
the defense of Syricn anc Lebanon, sre furthermore ver; 
cood, Por this reason, I hove cowsentec up to the »ore~ 
sent to keep under the directives of the British Comané 
in Syria ond Lebanon the troops which depenc on the French 
Command, although these troops cre at present sunerior 
in number to the troops that cepenc there on the British 
Comiane, which fact sheuld in aecordance with the 

yttleton - ce Gaulle ccreenent leaned to attributins to 
the French Cormanc the inter-llicc military cirection 
in Syria anc Lebanon. 

Pour. Vurthermore cs concerns the vor effort of the 
United liations anc particularly the coz:mion caetion of 


Great 


W3= (308, iucust b4, < virtd, from: Beirut 


Grent Oritcin cnc Prance Allics fron the first cay, 
the kine of state of “rcenco=Sritish rivalry createcc here 
vy the interference anc pressures of Sriticsh representatives 
appears to me prejucicial UVeth in its erfects in the rad 
Orient anc 8 concerns the opinion cf the French nation. 
Pive. I request you ecarnestl; to reconsider this 
affair which fer Pirhtin:, FPronce urcvent and essential. 
Durin; my sojourn at Beirut, Iam personally quite 
prepared to cCiseuss it with lir. Orse: if he coulc find 
the time to come to see me. 
Six. Very sincerely yours. Sicned Charles ce Geulle”™ 


wepzated to Cairo, 


erry 


ee ee 
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SECRET Sea wine bE _ SASTERN AFFAIRS } 

My 302,/ August 23, Pele 

Under cover of a note dated todcy General de Gaulle 
has sent a ne os containing his remerks on the 
Department ts a EF te out eat 4 Petts which in 
translation reads as follows; 

“Ones General de Gaulle and the French National 
Committee can only practice wear collaboretion with the 
British in the States of the Levant under French Mendate 
if the rights ond the position of France there are 
effectively recognized and respected in practice by 
their Allie ss 

Twos This irrefutable position in i is furthere 
more justified by tssentiel reasons of a morel and 
political order: Firstly, the Fighting Fren®h can no 


consent 
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“2 #306, August 24, 5 peme from Beirut 


consent at any point in the world to en elteration 

of Prance 's rights, lacking which the reason for 

being of their action would be destroyed as regerds 

the FPrench netion end as regards the other states. 
Secondly, every interference of the British in the 
French policy in the Levant takes on immediately in 

the eyes of the local populctions and in world opinion 
the appearance of a rivalry of interssts which denatures 
end compromises the general situation of the Allies 

in the whole of the Orient and in the world. Thirdly, 
the participation of Frence in the war on the side of 
the Allies and as concerns the future the maintenance 
of Prence on the side of the democrecies in the peece . 
imply thet France be treated wholly as en elly by the 
Allies. Any other ‘formula of collaboration is un- 
acceptable; it would justify the criticisms end in- 
sinuations spread ebroad py Vichy, by the German propa- 
ganda and by that of Germany's accomplices. 

Three. But it is a fact in spite of these prin- 
ciples and not withstending signed promises the British 
continually exercise an interference in the political 
activities of Frence€ » 


Poure 


1576 


-3~ #306, August 24, 5 pem. from Beirut 


Foure They attempt to justify this inter- 
ference by British military security which however 
is not distinct from French military security but 
blended with it. Franco-British military collaborrtion 
in the Levant is founded furthermore on bases clecrly 
defined by the Lyttleton-de Gnulle agreements, agreements 
strictly respected on the French side. 

Fivee The British furthermore attempt also to 
justify their interventions by invoking promises, 
gucrentecs, speeches or progrems which emenate only 
from themselves and bind only themselves. 

Six. Fighting France is not in the position 
of a political minority and is capable of understanding 
alone the extent of its engagements. She makes claim 
to fulfill them without receiving foreign directives. 

Sevene Generel de Gaulle, and Generel Catroux, 
in the name of the National Committee, have proclaimed 
the independence of Syria and the Lebanon. They have 
Esteblished governments which, after having accepted the 
terms of these proclamations, exercise effectively the 
prerogetives of independence under the sole reserves 
which the state of wer impose se 

Eight. 


IST? 


~4~- #306, August 25, 5 pem. from Beirut. 


Eight. Such is the fect. 

Nine « ee remains to put in plece the consitutional 
mechenics which will regulete the internal policy of 
the States of the Levante This putting into plece 
should imply neturally elections in the first plece. 
They will toke Place as soon cs the circumstences 
of the wer permit it, which is presently not the cese. 

Tene In the meonwhile Fronce cen not admit that 
— scattered in greet number in the Levent 
sheild practice, under different pretexts and in 
different capacities, in the upper renks or in 
subordinate posts, interventions which ruin the 
very possibility of a collaboration, 

Elevene In these conditions Genral and the 
French Nationnl Committee judge the time come, et 
the present phase, of the wer, to clerify this situation. 

Twelve. They firmly hope thet this settlement 
may be obtaineds In the controry case there would 
remain for them but to note with regret the impossibility 
of a sincere and efficacious collaboration with the 
British in the Levent and to draw the necessary inferences 
(entirer les const quences). 

Thirteen, Beirut August 24, 1942." 

Repeated to Ceiroe 

GWYNN 


ggo* 


1578 






of State 


EDAuG 3 1 1942 





RES Beyrouth MR. SHAW 
Thie telegram must be 

peraphrased before being DeteGmAuguet 25, 1942 
communiceted to anyone 


other then ea wovennmen teal Rew'd 12:12 p.m. 
agency, (BR) ae a 


few ttre Gr. he Ar ap 
Secretery of State, AUG F & ier ‘d f ’ 
Washington, Pp. a | pons 


509, august 25, 2 p.m. 


VY 
y | Devertment! 6d August 19, 9 p.m. and my 261 


sugust 12, 1 p.m. 

I have now received a copy of Casey's letter to 
Catroux concerning elections which will go by pouch. 
The sentence concerning the United States reads as 
follows “As you are aware the recognition of the 
independence of both states by Egypt end Iraq is 


likely to depend on elections being held end there 
wm 


is reeson to believe ‘that the United States Governmeft 
P- 
teke a similer view." ; 
GWYNN SO 


DS 


Assistant Secretary 
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De partmme nt.« IF Sey 
Ministry of State advises De Gaulle's ne sate “ 

to Churchill went astewy conc wes never received 

but thot on basis of copy communiccted unofficially 

to Poreign Office by French Netional Committee 

a reply wes sent on August 21 of which following 

is paraphresed.e 

mitted by pouches 
(BEGIN PAR/PHRLSE) Prime Minister regrets 

inability to cceept contenticn thet British 


Original text is being trens~ vx} 


wo 
% 
~ 
A 
oO : 
=. 


~ 


representatives have been unduly interfering Q 
in affairs of Levante That area is vital wer © 
theater and British military interests are directly Fe 
or indirectly cffected by most developments there g 
with consequent necessity for consultation of oe 
British representatives with French and locel > 


authoritic se 





British have 


“2- 1487, August 24, 4 pee, from Cairo 
British have no political aims of own in 
Tevant and have not tried to undermine position 
of French in whose hands it is recognized thet 
initiative in political matters restse Principal 
political concern of British to avoid the addption. 
of policy which might jeopardize their military 
stcurity or obstruct wor effort, For that 
reason British expect to be fully consultec in 
advnace re garding importent political matters. 
Another British concern is the effective carrying 
out of guarantee in Catroux's June 9, 1941, 


proclamation declaring independence of Syria and 


_Tebanon and promising termination of mandete. 


British are committed in this regard vis a vis 
both people of those countries and entire Arab 
worlde Aside from this the only Levant offaira 
of concern to the British are those directly 
affecting British military needs and British 
business and other interests. 

Foregoing activities are entirely in accord 
with De Gaulle ~ Lyttelton agreements ond letters 
exchanged be tween Freneh nationel Committee and 
Fortign Officés. 

Regerding mandate the impossibility of effecting 
techniee] termination at present is fully oppreciatede 

In speech 


~Se 1487, August Ci, «< Peile, from Cairc 
In speech in Parlisment on September 9, 1941, OWE VET, 
Prime Minister had incce it clecr thet Free French 
position in Syric couls not be thet previously 
Enjoyec by Vichy and De Gaulle himself in letter 
to League announcing cssumption of mandrte 
responsibllity hac declared thrt sovercignt: 
and independence of Levent st:tes would not be 
circunscribed by any linitctions other than those 
necessitatec by war concitionse 

Prime Minister fully oapyrecistes importance 
of preserving, closest collaboration anc unity of 
purpose bttween British and French representatives 
in Levant cond sincerely believes such possible 
with gooc will on both sidese 

Defeat of enemy 193 psromount British object 
and De Gaulle is essured that any nection by British 
representatives in Syria anc Lebanon is motivated 
by that purpose. (END OF P..R.PHRISE). 

Repecntec to Beirute 

KIRK 
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310, Auguet 26, 8 a.m. (SECTION ONE) ,. ' ee hh 


wh ey eden 
MR, iN ECRET aN eal J 


AUG 2 8 
1942 ne. In reply to the request of General Spears 


Ep, 
AR THenT oF SINE 
rnent oF SH a juet returned from Cetro I called on him yester- 





\ Gay. He received me in the presence of Mr. Lacelles 
of his staff. He said thet he had seen Churchill in 

a° Cairo on the 23rd and had had e most satisfactory talk 

4 with him, 


Two. He had leayned that de Gaulle had given me 


¥G1/10°306e2 


a copy of his we to Churchill deted August 14 - 
(see my 209) ond wished to give me Churchill's reply ‘vy 
for such use ae he ehould care to make of it. He 1, 
thereupon gave a paraphrese of the meseage conteinedes 
in my 200/ "| 

Three. He said thet he wished me to know the 
British cide | of the story. Their primary interest in 
this territory is connected with the security of their 
army and that expleined the presence of the many peliti- 
cel officers he had in the field and his desire to be 
consulted on ail poritical developments of any importance, 

: The Free 


is Tetyuepyuog Sits 


-2- #510, August 26, 8 a.m. (SECTION ONE) from Beirut. 


The Free French who hed come into thie territory as 

8 result of British militery effort were by their 

smell numbere and the poor quality of limited personnel 
at their disposel incapable of properly administering 
the country; therefore the British were really finally 
responsible. | 

Four. He added that de Gaulle wae a person with 
whom it was most difficult to cooperete, that finding 
himeelf in disagreement with the British he was now 
ettempting to drive a wedge between the English end 
Americene and so to work himself into an advantageove 
position. 

Five. In reply to my remerk thet de Gaulle felt 
thet his position here was of great importence.in the 
effect it would have on the opinion of the French in 
Frence Speers said that de Geulle wee inclined to ex- 
ploit unjustifiebly hie personel position and that 
the greet majority of the people in France were so 
opposed to Germany thet nothing the British could do 
would meke them anti-Ally. He readily assented, how- 
ever, to my remark thet the French were more interested 
in the future of their own country then in en ellied 
victory es such, and eda thet unfortunately he thought 
meny Frenchmen enti-British. 


GWYNN 
£DA 
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closely parephrased bee Dated sugust 26, 1942 ° 
fore being commnicated : 

to anyone, (8C) Rec'd 2316 pens 


Secretary of State, 
“lashington, 


510, Jugust 26, 8 a.m., (SECTION T/0) 

Six. I did not attempt to crgue point by voint 
with Spears but I did make some rencrks which the 
Depertment probably shopld know. I scid thet I frclt 
very strongly that Franco British relations in this 
territory which heve long been bad and cre constantly 
growing worse should be improved, thet we are living in 
a state which can only bse classified as enerchy, that 
great denger threctens both from cbro..d ind within the 
country, Spears replied tht he resretted this st:te 
of cfifcirs snd added rither weckly thot "we live done 
our best", I cleo scid thet the dangers were cresily 
inerec.sed by the fact thet there cre procticclly no 
British forces here cbout whose security there wis 
such erect rec.gon to worry. We thought more could be 
rushed in if necessary but appecred to heve no clea 
idea where they were to come from. I clso scid that | 
americanforces were arriving in the Middle ch, aes 
were already in this Aiatrict (the nota at Royal) 


more 


eld [eruepyucg 


¢ « 


Qe 7510, iugust 26, 8 a,m,, (SECTION TWO),from Beirut, 


more might be eine. and I heped that the /jmerican 
army would not feel that its security would require 
& setup cs elaborate cs the British end so cdd to the 
confusion, 
Seven, it the conclusion of the interview which 
I had passed off in c very friendly manner Specrs 
scid thet he was most anxious to hrve me kept currently 
inf ormed end urged me to call on him ct any time, It. 
is the first time that our conversations have presmted 
eny interest, Heretofore he hes confined himself 
to commonplaces, We did not cive at all the impression 
that he might think his aituction in jeop-rdy, 
Repeated to Cr.iro, . 
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In discussing de Geulle's attitude on. Syrian 





question with Cedogan, who wes here with Prime Minister, 


GGI/10°3068 


he observed message of de Gaulle to Churchill 

was typicel of de Geulle's apprrently chronic distruet 
of British intentions end his blustering tectics but 
thet the British felt sure of the correctness of their 


policy and were not in e mood to give in under de Gaulle's 


awt/Sd 


threats. On contrery, it had been decided not only to 
rebut de Gaulle'e assertions in Churchill's reply but 
also to follow it up with enother letter to Catroux 


pressing for the holding of elections this yeer since 


Zv6i 0 T d3S 


ey [eHuepyuoD ‘omit 


first letter of Orsey on subject remeined unenswered, 
Regarding Speers, Cedogen seid thet de Geulle 
wes merely deferting his own purpose by his peremptory 
demands end he intimeted thet there wes no present idea 
of Sperré* early tranefer. 
Repeeted to Beirut. 
KIRK 
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Qettnens oF 8A f | NEAR EASIERN OO 
wn" My 1503 August 26, 9 a... 
Text of de Gaulle's reply to Churchill (see Leirut 


gout 


nuiber Bos Aucust 24, 4 pen.) was delivered to Niuistry 
of State here yestcrda’ by memocr or General's atvafft 
and was transmitted to London for consideration. 
linistry regards mzssa,c€ as indicative of sligutly 
less intransigent ottitude on part of de Gaulle but 
nevertheless foresees soiritcd discussion btiore 
solution is reached, P-olon‘inst of de Cevlle's 

stey in Syria i5 regarded by Ministry with conecrn 


since he is said orisinally to have a reed not to be 


absent from ingland over thuree weeks. ow POLITICA Rg 
ws MR. DUNN 


+ SEP 41942 


Repeated to Se1rut. 
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Ollowing telegrem hes been sent to 
“August 28, 10 a.m, 





British Embessy in Weshington was being kept advised 
oO’ of your reports of Anglo-French friction in Levent, 
I communiceted to Churchill during his ean here and 


OD 
qi SIO LX oO} ny 
et his request substence a 289, 16, 10 


a.m.,, to Depertment as supplementing your previous 


8Si/10°3068 


messages concerning which British were already in- 
formed. 

Minister of Stete now suggests that Spears eleo re \¥: 
might be interested in tenor of de Geulle's remerke (t A 
and I informed him I would convey his suggestion to S | 
you for such ection es you deem epproprisate. It 
would seem, however, thet eny eeréneni. slleaions of 


de Geulle to Speere might well be-omitted since 


pyuog 


Minister of Stete sdvisee thet en effort is being 
mede to reech ef understanding on besis of general 


mutuel interests 


ld [enue 
LH/ Sd 


° 


~2~ #1522, August 28, 10 *.m. from Cairo. 


mutuel interests end to poetpone for subsequent 
coneideretion matter of ‘personel complications. 


Repeeted to Depertment’. 


KIRK 
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ao, August 28;-6-p-a. 


ight of your unnumbered telegram of August 24, 
10 p.m., and previous, the serious situation which has 
arisen in Syria and the Lebanon and its unfortunate 
dangers for the prosecutfon of the war. Eden promised 
to keep me posted on developments as the British 

see them, and has just sent me a memorandum which 

I am quoting below. In his brief covering letter 

he gaia that, in the light of recent exchange of 
telegrams between General de Gaulle and a 


a 
‘Minister “We do not seem to be getting any mper 


to a solution and we shall therefore probably be ask~ 
ing the General to come back to this country as soon 
as possible for further discussion". 
The Foreign Office memorandum reads as follows: 
"In a letter to General de Gaulle dated the 
25th July, 1941, covering: certain agreements concern- 
ing collaboration between the British and Free French 
authorities 


eve discussed with Eden on several occasions we v> 


ZSG1/10°3068 
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-2- #4820, Auguet 26, 8 p.m,, from London 


authorities in the Middle East, the Minieter of 
State said: . 

‘Great Britain has no interest in Syria or the 
Lebanon except to win the war. We have no desire to 
eneroach in any way on the position of France,' 

Later, on the Oth September, the Prime Minister 
stated in the House of Commons: 

'We have no ambitions in Syria. We do not geek 
to replace or supplant France or substitute British 
for French interests in any part of Syria. We are 
only in Syria in order to win the war', 

The intention of these statements was to make 
it clear to the Free French that we did not seek 
any advantages for ourselves in Syria, thet we did 
not propose to annex the Levant States or to attempt 
‘bo @lpel the French and take their place ourselves. — 
But they 41d not mean that we were content to allow 
the Free French to deal with the Levant States as they 
saw fit and confine ourselves to the role of spectators. 
On the contrary, Mr. Lyttelton's letter to General 
de Gaulle continued: 

_*Both Free France and Great Britain are pledged 
to the independence of Syria end the Lebanon. When 
this essential step has been taken, and without 

prejudice 


-3- #4820, August 28, 8 p.m., from London 


prejudice to it, we freely edmit that France should 
have the dominant privileged position in the Levant 
emong all European nations’. 

Similarly, the Prime Minister's statement con- 
tinued: : 

"However, I must make it quite cleer that our 
policy, to which our Free Frengh Allies have subscribed, 
is that Syria should be handed beck to the Syrians, 
who will assume at the earliest poseible moment their 
independent sovereign righte'. It ie made clear in 
these passages that Great Britain has a responsibility 
towards the Levant States in that she hes gueranteed 
the fulfillment of the pledge of independence given to 
them by the Free French. 

The Free French appear now to be taking their 
stand on the first statements quoted and to ignore 
the reset. They therefore resent any interference by 
British authorities in the affairs of the Levant Statee. 
General de Gaulle himself is afraid thet if he accepts 
Hie Majesty's Government's point of view, the belief 
mey epread in Pranece that French interests in Syria 
are being abandoned by the Free French just as 
definitely as French interests in Indochina were 

abandoned 


—4- #4820, August 26, 8 p.m., from London 


abendoned by Vichy. In spite, therefore, of the 
statement in his letter of the 28th November, 1941, 

to the League of Nations, announcing the independence 

of the Levant States--'L' independence et la souverainete 
de la Syrie et du Liban ne comporteront en fait d'autres 
limitations que celles qui resultent des exigences 

de la guerre', General de Gaulle has tended in recent 
months to lay more and more emphasis on the continued 
existence of the mandate and to ineist that the policy 
to be followed in the Levant States is the sole con- 
cern of the Free French. 

This view was set out in a telegram of the 14th 
August, addressed to the Prime Minister. Mr. Churchill 
replied to this telegram on the 22nd August pointing 
out thet, while we did not seek to undermine the 
French position in the Levant, our principal concern 
wee to win the wer, end we muet therefore be in a 
position to ensure that no policy is adopted which 
mey jeopardize our militery security. We had in 
addition the responsibility arising from our re- 
guarantee of the French guerantee of independence. 
General de Gaulle has replied to the Prime Minister's 
telegrem explaining that he is unable to accept our 

point 


-5~ #4820, August 28, 8 p.m., from London 


point of view. In these circumstances we think thet 
the best course will be for General de Gaulle to 
return to thie country as soon as possible for further 
discuseion. A copy of the Prime Minister's measage 
and tranelations of General de Geulle's telegrams 

are attached." 

To this memorandum Eden has ettached de Gaulle's 
telegram of August 14 to the Prime Minister (in 
trenslation), the Prime Minister's reply of August 22 
and dé Gaulle's further telegram (in translation) 
of August 24. These telegrams read as follows: 

Translation of General de Gaulle's telegram of 
August 14 to the Prime Minister: 

“J regret to state thet since my arrival in the 
Levant I have noted thet the agreement between the 
British Government and the French Nationel Committee 
regarding the Syrian and Lebenese Stetee has suffered 
Gerogations. 


Twoe Basis of Lyttelton-ede Gaulle agreements 
of July 1941 and exchanre of letters of October 
1941 between the Foreign Office and the French 
National Committee is undertakiny on the part of 
Great Britain not to pursue any political aims in 
the Levant States andnot to attempt to encroach upon 


the position 


1584 
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the position of France. Recognition by His Majesty's 
Government of the continuation of the French mandate 
gince it can only be modified by the League of Nations 
which alone is competent to terminate it, is equally 

a basis of these arrangements. 

Three. Representatives of the British Government 
in Syria and the Lebanon intervene constantly in the 
internal administration and also between the Syrien 
and Lebanese Governments and the representatives of 
Frence, the holder of the mandate. These interven- 
tions are in my opinion incompetible both with dis- 
interestedness of His Majesty's Government in Syria 
and Lebanon and with respect for the position of 
France and the mendatory regime. 

Four. Furthermore the interventions to which I 
draw your attention give rise to certein reections 
which might lead the Arab world in the Middle East 
to believe that the good understanding between the 
British Government and fighting France, although 
Allies, 18 compromised by serious divergencies. 

Such a situation it definitely seeme to me can only 
serve the interests of the enemy. I need not tell 
you thet these encroachments on the rights of the 


states of 


1385 


~Ta #4820, Aubust 28, 8 p.m., from London 


states of the Levant and those of France are deeply 
resented by all Frenchmen and by the Syrian and 
Lebanese people. And this all the more because they 
ell have in mind the way in which we here in every 
Wey and under peychological conditions which were 
sometimes painful heve facilitated the work and military 
activities of the British High Command in these counthies 
at the moment when fighting France had placed at the 
disposal of the British High Command in Egypt and 
Libya the whole of the forces which she disposes in 
order that they might play their pert in the bettle of 
the desert, 

All this leade me to ask you to reestablish in 
the Levant States application of the arrangements which 
we had concluded in order to show to the whole of the 
Middle East that Great Britain and France are united 
and to ensure our militery cooperation. Thie appears 
to me to be necessary emong other reasons in order 
the better to combine our efforte at thie period of 
the war when we are fighting side by side." 

Text of Prime Minister's reply of August 22: 

"Il regret thet I cannot accept your contention 
that our representatives have been interfering unduly 

in the 
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in the affairs of the Levent. 

Syria and the Lebanon ere pert of a vital theatre: 
of war and almost every development there affects our 
military interests directly or indirectly. This in~ 
volves constant consultation between our representatives 
and the French authorities and contacts with Syrian and 
Lebanese administrations to whom His Majesty's Minister 
1s accredited. 

We are pursuing no political aims of our own in 
the Levant and we have not sought to undermine French 
position there, We fully recognize that in political 
Matters the initiative must rest with the French 
authorities. Our principal concern in the political ‘ 
sphere is to ensure that no policy is adopted which 
may jeopardize our military security or interfere 
with our prosecution of the wer, It is for thie reason 
that we expect to be fully consulted beforehand on 
major political developments. 

We are concerned to ensure that our guarantee 
that the proclamation issued by General Catroux on 
June 9, 1941, declaring the independence of Syria 
and the Lebanon and promising that the mandate should 
be: terminated, is effectively carried out. To this 


we are 
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we are committed in the eyes of both the people of 
Syria and the Lebanon and the whole Arab world. 

| Apart from this the only affairs of the Levant 
in which we concern ourselves are those directly 
affecting our military nerds and local British commer- 
cial or other interests. 

None of the above interests constitute a violation 
of the letter or the epirit of the de Gaulle——Lyttelton 
agreenente nor of the letters exchanged between Foreign 
Office and French National Committee. As regards the 
mandate it is fully understood that its technical ter- 
mination cannot be effected at present. Nevertheless 
in my speech in the House of Commone on September 9, 
1941, I made it clear that the position of the Free 
French in Syria, could not be that previously enjoyed 
by Vichy and you yourself in your letter to the League 
of Nations announcing your assumption of the responei-— 
bilities of the mandate etated that the independence 
and sovereignty of Syria and the Lebanon would not 
be circumscribed by any other Limitations than those 
which were necessitated by conditions of war. I 
fully realize the importance of maintaining closest 
collaboration and unity of purpose between our respec-. 
tive representativee in-the Levant and it is my sincere 


» belief 
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belief that with goodwill on both sides this can be 
accomplished, Our overriding object is to defeat the 
enemy and you can rest assured thet any action by our 
representatives in Syria and the Levant is directed 
towards that end." | 

Tranelation of General de Gaulle's answer of 
August 24: 

"I have studied with great care the telegram of 
August 23, which was communicated to me on your be— 
half, on the subject of British policy in the Levant 
States under French mandate. 

I regret that I am unable to eccept your point. 
of view according to which politicel interventions 
of British representativee in Syria and Lebanon are 
Compatible with the engagements entered into by 
Hie Majesty's Government in regard to respect for the 
position of France and the continuation of her man- 
date. I must add that in my opinion these interventions 
in the form which they have taken ere in contradiction 
with the regime of independence which fighting France 
hes granted to Syria and the Lebanon in virtue of and 
within the fremework of the mandete as well as with 
the Franco-American Treaty of 1924. 


The presence 


*ll- #4820, August 28, 8 p.m., from London. 


The presence of British troops on the soil 
of the Levant cannot in my opinion justify these 
interventions. The conditions of cur military 
cooperation in the Middle East «nd those of British 
troops in the Levant were laid down by the Lyttelton-- 
de Gaulle agreements which on our side we dre apply- 
ing scrupulously. Relations between purely military 
Brtish and French authorities both in the battle 
of Livya and of Egypt and in regard to the dtfense 
of Syria end the Levant ere moreover very good. 
For this reason I have agreed up till now to maintain 
troops belonging to the French command under the 
orders of the British commend in Syria and Lebanon 
in spite of the fact that the former are at the 
present time superior in number to the British 
belonging to the British commands. According to 
‘the Lyttelton--de Gaulle agreement this should 
result in the transfer of direction of the Allied 
military affairs in Syria and Lebanon to the French 
command . 

Purthermore insofar as the war effort of the 
United Nations and in particular common action of 
Great Britain and France is concerned, the sort 


- 


of conditions 
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of conditions of rivalry which interference and 
friction between British representatives has created , 
here, s€ems to me to be harmful to both owing to 
its effects on the Arab world ir the liiddle East 
ena on public opinion in the French nation. 

I would press you stron+ly to be good enough 
to reconsider this affair which as far as fighting 
France is concerned, is urgent and vital. During 
my stay et Beirut I am personally quite ready to 
Giscuss the matter with Mr, Casey if he could find 


time to come and see me." 
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of Diplomatic Agent andi Congl General. 
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Franoo-British relations in the Orient. 


In quoted message from de Gaulle to Churchill he peroeives 


hope for independent position of -rance in Syria and the 
Lebanon. 
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The Secretary of State, 


Mashingtya. 


Sir sy rw 
we FHF OCR. a ated S * 
Referring to my telegram No. 1487, August 24, 


4 pem.e, giving a pharaphrase of the reply of the British 


The Honorable 






Prime Minister to General de Gaulle regarding alleged “y 
undue interference by the British in respect of the 


administration of Syria, I have the honor to transmit 


ewe / 


herewith a copy of = tant of Mr. Churchill's reply 
which was furnished se. Legation by the Office of the 


Minister of State at the ae Alexander 
| Cadogan, Ra 


' 
} 





AIR MAIL ie 


Cadogan, Permanent Under Secretary for FPoreign Affairs, 
who accompanied the Prime Minister on his visit to the 
Near East and the Soviet Union. 


Respectfully yours, 


OL Wah 


Alexander Kirk 


Enclosu 


Copy of Mr. Churchill's reply 
to General. de Gaulle. 


File no. 710 
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AIR MAIL a ts ey 1 to Despatch No. 586 
of SEP -1 Cairo Legation. 


August 21, 1942. 
REPLY OF BRITISH PRIME MINISTER TO 


MESSAGE FROM GENERAL DE GAULLE 


e 


"I regret that I cannot accept your contention that 
our representatives have been interfering unduly in the 
affairs of the Levant. 


“Syria and the Lebanon are part of a vital theatre 
of war and almost every development there affects our 
military interests directly or indirectly. This involves 
constant consultation between our representatives and the 
French authorities and contacts with the Syrian and Lebanese 
administrations to whom H.M.Minister is accredited. 


"We are pursuing no political aims of our own in the 
Levant and we have not sought to undermine the Prench 
position there. We fully recognize that in political 
matters the initiative must rest with the French authorities. 
Our prineipal concern in the political sphere is to ensure 
that no policy is adopted which may jeopardize our military 
security or interfere with our prosecution of the war. It 
is for this reason that we expect to be fully consulted be- 
forehand on major political developments. 


“We are also concerned to ensure that our guarantee 
that the proclamation issued by General Catroux on June 
9, 1941, declaring the independence of Syria and the Lebanon 
and promising that the mandate should be terminated, is 
effectively carried out. To this we are committed in the 
eyes of both the people of Syria and the Lebanon and the 
whole of the Arab world, 


"Apart from this the only affairs of the Levant in 
which we concern ourselves are those directly affecting 
our military needs and local British commercial or other 
interests. 


"None of the above activities constitutes a violation 

of the letter or spirit of the de Gaulle-Lyttelton 
ene nor of the letters exchanged between the Foreign 

ice and the French National Committee. As regards the 
mandate, it is fully understood that its technical termina- 
tion cannot be effected at present. Nevertheless, in my 
speech in the House of Commons on September 9, 1941, I made 
it clear that the position of the Free French in Syria 
could not be that previously enjoyed by Vichy, and you 
yourself in letter to the League of Nations announcing 
your assumption of the responsibilities of the mandate stated 
that the independence and sovereignty of Syria and the 
Lebanon would not be circumscribed by any other limitations 
than those which were necessitated by the conditions of war. 


"I fully realise the importance of maintaining the 
closest col wwation and unity of purpose between our 








respective 


AIR MAIL 


respective representatives in the Levant and it is my 
sincere belief that with good will on both sides this 
can be accomplished. Our overriding object is to defeat 
the enemy and you can rest assured that any action by our 


representatives in Syria and the Lebanon is directed towards 
that end." 


Beirut, Lebanon, August 17, 








Supsact: British-Fighting Pownall RelwtLong 
11008 in Syria and the Lebanon. 
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Enclosurem No. 1 to Despatch No AYE Lor August 17, 1942 
from the American Consulate General, Beirut, Lebanon. 


COPY 


Telegraime Du Geieral de Gaulle ‘ Mr. Winston 
Churchill en date du 1l& Aout, 1942. 


Depuis mon arrivée dens les Etets du Levant sous Mandat 
Frangais, j'ai le regret d'observer jue les accords sigyes 
entre le Comite” Netional Frengais et le gouvernement britan- 
nique su sujet de la Syrie et du Liban ne sont pas toujours 
respectes. L'enguvement, per la Grande-Bretegne, de ne pour- 
suivre aucun but politique dens les Etats du Levent et de ne 
pas tenter d'ty enpidéter sur les positionsde le Franee, ainsi 
que l'assurance donnée par le «ouvernement britannique jue le 
Mandat serait maintenu jusgu'aé ce qu'intervint une decision 
de la S.D.N., seule yuslifiee pour y mettre un terme, form- 
aient les bases des accords Lyttleton-de Geaulle de Juillet 1941 e 
et de l'echange de lettres entre le Comité hutional Frangais 
et le Gouvernement Britannique d'Uctobre 1941. 


é , 
Je suis oblige de dire :u'tun grend nombre des manifesta- 
tions de la nolitigue britannique en Syrie et eu Liban ne me 
a 4 
pareissent pas concorder avec ces principes. 


Les interventions constantes des represe: tants qu gouvernea~ 
nent britanniuue dans la nolitique intérieure et lLtadministra- 
tion des Stats du Levant et m@me dans les rapports entre les 
Governements de ces tats et le renrésentent de le France 
hlandataire ne peuvent @tre, suivant moi, compatibles ni avec 
le ddsintefessement politique de la Grande-Bretagma en Syrie . 
et au Liban, ni avec le régime du Mandat. 


Je crois en outre que ees interventions et les reactions 
u'elles entrafnent donnent & penser aux populations dens tout 
‘Orient Arabe que de graves divergences compromettent ici le - 

bonne entente entre la Grande-Bretagne et la Frence Combsettante, 
cependant allides: il y a 1& une situation sui ne pneut, en 
definitive, profiter gu'& nos enspemis. 


Je dois vous dire enfin que ces empittements sur les droits 
de la France comme sur les attributions des puuvernenents des 
Etats du Levant sont profondement ressentis par tous les Frene 
oo et per les populations syriennes et libanaises. Cela 

‘autant plus que nous avons facilite ici par tous moyens et 
souvent dans des conditions morelement pénibles pour nous 
l'oeuvre militaire du Commandement britannique de terre, de mer 
et de l'air, et que nous evons placé & la disposition du com- 
mandement britannique en Orient pour concourir & la bataille de 
Libye et d'Epypte toutes les forces dont nous pouvons disposer. 


Je me vois done amene & vous demander de rétablir deans ce 
pays ltapplication des accords dont nous avons convenu pour y 
assurer notre cooperation militaire et pour manifester dans 
tout 1'Orient l'tunion de la Grande-Bretagne et de la france. 
En dehors d'autres raisons, cela me parett nécesséire pour 
mieux unir nos efforts dans cette dupe periode de la guerre 
que nous faisons en commun. 





a 
Enclosure No. 2 to Despetch No YS of August 17, 
1942, from the American Consulate Generel, Beirut. 


TRANSLATION 


Telegram from General de Gaulle to Mr. Winston Churchill 
dated August 14, 1942. 


Since my arrival in the States of the Levant under French 
Mandate I have the regret to observe that the agreements signed 
by the French National Committee and the British Government on 
the subject of Syria and the Lebanon ere not always respected. 
The engagement undertseken by Great Britain to pursue no political 
aim in the States of the Levant and not to ettempt to encroach 
there on the vositions of Frence, as well ss the assurance given 
by the British Government thet the Menauate would be mainteined 
until a decision should have been taken by the League of Nations, 
which alone is entitled to nut an end to it, formed the buses of 
the Lyttleton-de Gaulle agreements of Juiy 1941 and of the ex- 
change of letters between the French Nutional Committee and the 
British Government of October 1941. 


a 
REN, 


I em obliged to state thet o grest number of the manifesta- 
tions of British policy in Syria and in the Lebunon do not appear 
to me to agree with these principles. 


The constant interventions of the representatives of the 
British Goveriuent in the internal politics and administration 
of the States of the Levant and even in the relations between 
the Governments of these States and the renresentative of Manda- 
tory France cannot in my:opinion be compatible either with the 
politicel disinterestedness of Greet Britain in Syria and the 
Lebanon, or with the respect of the position of France, or with 
the regime of the Mandate. 


I think furthermore thet these interventions and the re- 
aations they produce lead the pooulations in all the Arab ‘ast to 
think thst grave discords compromise here the good unaerstanding 
between Great Britain and Fighting Frence, who sre nevertheless 
Allies. This is a situation that can ultimately profit only our 
enemies. 


I must tell you lastly that these encroachments on the 
rights of France and on the attributions of the Governments of 


the States of the Levant are profoundly resented by all the French 


people and by the Syrian and Lebanese populations, end this more 
especially as we have facilitated herejby all our means and often 
under conditions morally painful for the military work of the 


British Command of land, sea, and air,”and have placed at the dis- 


posal of the British Command in the Orient ell the forces we can 
dispose of to assist in the battle of Libya and Egypt. 


I thus find myself led to request you to re-establish in 
this country the application of the agreements we have concluded 
in order to assure here our kilitary cooperation and to manifest 


in all the Oréént the union of Great Britain and of France. Agide 


from other reasons, that appears to me necessary, the better to 
unite our efforts in this hard period of the war we are making in 
common, 


' fait que la Grande-Bretagie 7 7 


Ce. 4G, .— a ~ YO ansoueammoee 
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September 9; 19 
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no, , August26, 
that we have taken no official e zance whatso- 
ever the exchange of correspondence be n Lyttleton 
and de Gaulle the 8 ing Mr. Eden's snatenset, ane 


therein, that tish "freely admit that F sventAtavea7 
have = ae ea lessee position in the Levant/Sta 
among al ."Berepien’ i ations, * 


The soamrepeneores in question took place at Beirut 
under date of moaees ° . 194i, original text of both letters 
being in French, The pertinent portions read as follows: 


brttleton’s letter 


*..2-lia France Libre et la Grande-Bre @ se sont 
toutes deux pagagtes & reconnaitre i indépen e de la 


Quand oases mesure essentielle aura été putes, 

et sans porter on pnenee & cette mesure, nous admettons 
volontiers que @ doive avoir, en Syrie et au Liban, 
une position pr te par rapport A toute autre Puissance 
européene, * 


(* uo, teee France and Great Britain are both pledged 
to recognize the independence of Syria and Lebanon. 


When that essential measure shall nine been 
taken, and without pre @ to ge measure, we freely 


admit that France fete. 18 Syria and Lebanon, an 
camunen souatiee among al) European nations.") Do 
Re_Gaudle's reply “a E 
"Je , te des assuranc 
ossa'ale ents, bearems Bente den, sdourenceds 
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position prééminente et privilégiée de la France lorsque 
ces Etats se trouveront indépendants conformément & 1‘ en-- 
gagement que la France Libre a pris A leur égard." 


(",..2 am happy to take note of the assurances which 

— again give me concerning the disinterest of Great 

ritain in Syria and Lebanon and the fact that Great Britain 
recognizes in advance the dominant and privileged position 
of France when these States shall become independent in 
conformity with the obligation that Free France had under- 
taken in their regard, ") | f aX 
\ ‘if ud 


eee 7 
This exchange reported in a despatch (no. 163, 
dated October 3, 1941) from the Consul General at Beirut, 


the text having been obtained informally from the British 
authorities there, 


I believe that the first direct and official statement 
on the subject to this Government is that contained in 
London's recent telegram which you noted, 


*he only step we have ever taken which might be con- 
strued as recognition by us of any special position for 
France in these States was our signature to the treaty of 
1924, between the United States and France, in which we 
consented to the French “Class A" Mandate over the area, 
However, this treaty specifically provided that the United 
States and its nationals would enjoy the same rights md 
benefits in the area as those secured to League members, 
including France, A supplementary exchange of notes gave 
further assurance that France would accord to the United 
States and its nationale unconditional most-favored-nation 
treatment, Furthermore, the Class A Mandate contemplated 
the eventual complete independence of the areas, at which 
time no power would enjoy a predominant position, presum- 
ably, over any other, 


In our only official statement regarding Syria since 
the war began (Press Release of November 29, 1941), we 


pointed out specifically that we continued to base our 
righte in Syria on our treaty of 1924 with France. 


Mus, 


Paul H, Alling 
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NOTE 


SUBJECT Question of elections in Syria and the Lebanon. Copy of letter 
dated August 5 addressed by Minister of State, Mr, Casey,,to — 


General Catroux on-. Also,copy of translation of letter in 
Fpyench. 
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SUBJECT British policy in the States of the Levant. Copy of mema andum 
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CROSS-REFERENCE FILE 


NOTE 


SUBJECT Copy of political speech made by General fe Gaulle in Beirut at 
Union Francaise on August 28. Also certain number of comments 
on points made in the speech. 
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CROSS-REFERENCE FILE 


NOTE 


SUBJECT Recognition of Lebanon. 


Informs that the presant Government of Syria and the 
Lebanon appear to be in no way prepared to recognize 
all of the existing treaty rights of the United States 
and its nationals, as authorities will not exempt 
the American hospital at Deir Esser, from taxation. 


imb 


See Tel.227, 10am cn 
(Despatch, telegram, instruction, letter, etc.) 
Dated ...dune.25,1942..... From| beirut _(Guyan) 


WL 10°3068 


JW Beirut 
This telegram must be 


Closely parephrased be- Dated June 25, 1942 
fore being communicated 
to anyone. (C Rec'd 10:35 asm. 


Secretary of State, 


Washington, 


227, June 25, 10 asm. (SECTION ONE) 
With further refererence to the Department's 72, 
June two, I wish to cell particuler attention to the fact 
that the present Governments of Syria ond the Lebanon 
Ppperr to be in no way preprred to recognize all of the 
ah p) existing treaty rights of the United States and of its 
aoe ye? netionals, I make particular reference to the fiscal 
nA’ WY tomunt ties erented to American philenthrophic, eduational, 


qi 


end "religious institutions by virture of Herrick Poincare 
letters of april 4, 19°74, 3964 deel Li 

As reported in despatch 175, October 21, 1941, the 
question of these immunities hes been the object of 
considerable correspondence recently especially as 
concerns the american hospitel At Deir Ezzor, French 
authorities do not question the claim to tax Exemption and 
heave repeatedly informed the Syrian Government that the 
hospital is exemot from taxation in any form. Syrian 
authoritics refuse to accede to this view. On or about 
June 1 Svrian official handed to director of hospital 


copies 


-2- #2°7, June 25, 10 a.m, (SECTION ONE) from Beirut 


copies of four documents in arabic, from en examination . 
of which it eppears that the Svrien Minister of Finance 

hes decided efter coneiderable deliberation that the 
hosvitel must pay «11 the taxes essessed against it in 

the past nd in the future. I have handed a new note on 
the subject to the Delegate General. Copies of corresvond- 
eneeée will go forward by the next nouch. 

The Consulete General has elso had a considereble 
correspondence with the Delegation Gener l on the application 
to the Americen University of a) pee license 
texes revortred in desoatch no. 308, March'14. This 
corresponcence also will go forward to the Department in 
the neer future. The Delegation General assured the 
Coneulate General April 17 thet the American establishments 
ere exonernted from the payment of this tax for 11 supolices 
they may herve to import. However, the taxes were and are 
still required, At my reourst, I believe, the Delegation 
General esked that en amendment be mede to article Six 
of Decree 146 NL to soecificelly exemot foreign 
philanthropic »nd educational institutions from the tax. 

GNYYNN 


E LP Beirut 


This telegram must be : 
closely paraphrased be- Dated June 25, 1942, 
fore being communicated 

to anyone. (C) Rec'd 12:11 pem. 


Secretary of State, 


Washington, 


227, June 25, 10 aem. (SECTION TWO) 
L vas informed verbally vesterday that the 
amendment had been refused as the Lebanese member 
of the Superior Committee of Supplies was absolutely 
hninie to it and had expressed the Opinion that the 
wandatory power had been far too genzrous in its 
treatment of forcign institutions. 
As far as I can make out the Syrian and Lebanese 
officials have adopted the same line of argument 
“that is, the mandatory has piven too wide an>inter- 
pretation to the pertinent prov:.sion of treaty of 
(2?) of 1901 and of the agreement of Constantinople 
of December 18, 1913, nnd that these conventions 
must in future be interpreted restrictively by the 
two governments. They appear to wish to ignore tHe 
Poincare Nerrick correspon‘ence as well as the 
statement made by General Catrous in his proclamation 
of September 27, 1941, and November 26, 1941, see 
gw G4 
Enclosure two to despatch 159 of September RO, 1941, 


and enclosure 


=2—#227, June 25, 10 aeme (SECTLON TiO) from Seirut. 


# ra 
end enclosure one to despatch set Rose. 1941, 
to the effect that Syria and the +ebanon in entering 
upon an independent international life naturally 
succeed to the rights and obligations resulting fron 
all treaties, conventions, and international acts 
concluded by France which concern them or were made 
in their names. 

Until or unless this attitude is changed as 
shown by acts and not by words alone it would seen 
to be most inadvisable to go beyond the Departisent's 
statement of November 29, 1941, 

I hope scon to pay calls on the important Syrian 
and Lebanese officials and shall not fail to sound 
them out on this particular point of enimunities. 

In the meanvhile I see no urgency in going 
further toward recognizing an independence which is 
fictitious. There are reasons for this which go 
far beyond the point discussed above and which 1 hope 
soon to set forth in despatches or in telegrans if 
time is an important consideration, American prestige 
is so high in these tirritories that we need fear 
no untoward reaction to our reserved attitude in 


this unaninitye 


For my 


wtf 227, June 25, 10 aon. (SECTIO! 7.0) from Besrute 


For my guidance I should appreciate any direct- 
ives the Departnent may wish to send. 


(END OF MESSAGE) 


GUYNI 
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Ben oo DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

DIVISION OF sith ainines AFFAIRS Pape 
November 2, 1942 


Beirut's 481, Sept. 24, 1942 
File No, 890£,01/171 


| : Fighting French - British Rela- 

ons the States of the Levant; Atti- 
tude of the Representative of Great Britain 
in Local Politics; The Whéat Office; The 
Haifa - Beirut.- Tripeli Railway; The 011 
Refinery at Tripoli; The Brown Coal De- 
posite in the Lébanon; British Interven- 

fon in Lebanese and byrian Finances; 
Brits sh Intervention in Agriculture and 

ndustry; the United Kingdom Commercial 
Corporation. 


_ This is the Fighting French case in 
their conflict with the British in the 
Levant States. 


- Gwynn-transmits a series of documents, 
Leaned to him by General Catroux, which 
were tranemitted by de Gaulle to Casey on 
September 8, 1942, to substantiate his 
charges that the Britieh (particularly 
Spears) are meddling in an and Lebanese 
affairs in violation of ir publicly 
declared policy of no political aims. The 
memos fall into the following heads: 


1. Spear's 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
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++ Spears intervention in the Political 

He tried to high-pressure Naccache 
into holding elections and when the latter 
refused, Spears intrigued against him with 
local religious leaders. 

He tried to block the appointment of 
a Cabinet Minister friendly to the French. 

He endeavored to force Naccache to 
accept a British-sponsored irrigation project. 


2. Wheat Office. 


In 1941, deepite Catroux's contrary 
advice, Spears insisted on the adoption of 
his "Wheat Plan". It failed miserably. 

In 1942, when Catroux drew up a 
workable plan, and was trying to get the 
Syrians to adopt it, Spears collaborated with 
opposing members of the Syrian Cabinet and 
himself joined them in opposing the granting 
of any power to Catroux. The argument went 
to Casey, to whom Catroux argued that the 


French position waa not like tht of the British 
566 al A P permanence o , BOT C e, _and 
hat his powers (an acting in 1} of High 
VOM: on Tr) Dad. ne 3 nm ape hed by th 





declaré BC ndependence. atroux had 
hally ceded, and allowed Spears equal power 

on the Wheat Commi ssion, but without preju- 

dice to the rights of France, as defined by 


agreement. 
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5. Haifa - Beirut - Tripoli Railway. 


The Fighting French claim the British 
agreed France's property rights in the new 
line built by the Britieh Army should be 
expressly reserved, but now say the railway 
ie British property until after the wr, when 
an option will be given the Lebanese or 

rench Government to acquire it two years 
after the armistice, with the understanding, 
however , that only a French Government "recog- 
nised by H. M, Government as a Government 
exercising & definite responsibility in the 
Levant" might benefit thereby. 

The British Army insists on operating 
the railroad. The oe argue that 
it should be run by the (French-owned) 

D.H.P. Railway Company, and threaten to block 
the railways opening until a is 
reached "which respects ance". 


4. The 01) Refinery at Tripoli. 


This was built and has been operated 
by the French Administration, with the assent 
gt the British-owned concessionary “Syria 

etroleum Company", which was supposed to 
build and operate the refinery under its 
contract but did not do so because of the 
war, §8,P,C. has, however, acquired an in- 
determinate interest, perhaps about half, 
in the refinery by supplying crude oil. 

Last June Spears wrote Catroux 
demanding the transfer of the refinery to its 
"rightful owners, the Syria “etroleum Com 
pany", which transfer was necessary for war 


~ 
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war considerations, including increased 
production, and produd@tion of oils neéded 
by the Army, The French refused to trans- 
fer, but agreed to cooperate. There the 
matter stands, with the refinery operating 
considerably under capacity. 


°° Seshare and Blacuas 


Last July the Spears Mission pro- 
posed a joint operation of the lignite 
deposits. Before agreement was reached 
Spears said discussions would no longer be 
necessary, as the British Army had decided 
to operate the deposits itself. Catroux 
protested, and Speare agreed "to resume 
the method of free discussion". De Gaulle 
says these discussions “must respect the 


a) 


6. Sp hhsh toterrentien_io Financial 
The vagasing French resent approaches 

made to the Syrian and Lebanese authorities 
on financial matters. De Gaulle says Spears 
has an erroneous conception of hie mission 
if he thinks he can communicate with the 
local governments on such queeSions, alding: 
"In the financial gphere, as in other 
domains, 
the master ctions. 
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De Gaulle protests that under cover 
of contracting for the needs of the Army 
British agents are directly approaching 
the agricultural services of the Levant 
States and the farmers. He charges that 
Spears is using the British control of ship- 
pe and supply priorities to foster this 
A 


Similarly, he resents direct 
approaches to manufacturers and producers 
vy British Economic Officers, citing par~ 
ticularly the supply activities of UKCC 
agents, as well as of the Army. 


8. Finally, de Gaulle protests direct 
contacts with local native authorities, 
gente utility services, et cetera, by local 

tish military or political officers, with. 
out coneulting local French services. 





watal * 


Thies is the best despatch we have had 
on the conflict in the Levant States, and 
the first one which really highlights the 
fundamentals, as distinct from sympathies, 
theories, and principles. 


Cow 


While the motives and objectives of 
the British may be questio @ and 
certainly bear watching, we shall have 


eventually 
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\eventually to be on their side in this 
fight, for the Fighting French position is 
absolutely untenable. It is a complete 
negation of the proclamations of independence 
whieh they issued last fall. it is also a 
complete negation of the principles we have 
embraced in the Four Freedoms and the At- 
lantic Charter, in that it is the worst kind 
of imperalistic exploitation. If the state- 
mente which de Gaulle makes were to be taken 
literally, they would practically deny any 
approach by foreigners either to the i 
r Lebanese authorities or to any private 
ompanies or individuals in the Levant States, 
ther than through the French Délégation 
érale or its dependencies. We could not 
admit this, nor could we recognize a "pre- 
eminent and privileged position" for France 
in these States, or an exclusive right for 
the French to exploit the local resources. 
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NO. 481 3 = 
bal hae 
GENERAL 
Beir ut, n 3 Septehber 24 9 41942, har 


VERY CONFIDENTIAL 


SUBJECT: Fighting French - British Relations 
the States of the Levant: 
Attitude of the Represemtative o 
Britein in iocal politics. 
The Wheat Office. / N 
The Haifa - Beirut - Tripoli Raiiway. 

the 011 Refinery at wripoli. NOV 10 1949 
fhe Brown Coal pesits in the Lebanon.’ 

British Intervention in Lebanese and Syrian 
Finances, 

British Intervention in Agri goatur and 

Industry, 

The United Kingdom Commerciat Corporation. 










THE "SwWORBEARY UF STATE, _ ee 
~~ SWABHINOBOY,” """"~ + --pgpaRTMENT OASTATE 


ILZ1/10°A062 


a“ I have the honor to enclose herewith a transiation of 
& memorandum sent by General de Gaulie to Mr. Casey, the 
British Minister of State at Cairo, on or about September 

8, 1942. 

It will be recal ied that General de Gaulle has main- 
tained that British interference in the reist ions between 
Pighting Prence and Syria and the Lieve as weil as the 
internal affairs of these two States has caused the reia- 





tions between Fighting France and Great Britain to deters | +: 
lorate seriousiy. (See inter alis my teiegram No. 3521 3 vs 
September 1, 3 pem-) The British have denied phat. their 
representatives have been ania interfering a" ‘the affairs 

of the Levant, have stated that ‘they have no politi gat aims . 
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of their own in Syria and Lebanon and maintain thet they 
have not tried to umiermine the position of the French, 

in whose hends it is recognised that the initiative in 
political matters rests (see in particular Cairo's telegram 
Wo. 1487 of August 24, 4 p.m.).77°*'’ [p53 ; 

To substemtiate the French ciaim, General de Gaulle 
had prepared by the various officiais of the Delegation 
Genera: of Fighting France in the Levant this iong memoran- 
dum. A copy was icaned to me by Genera: Catroux on Septen- 
ber 18, 1042, after Genera: de Gaulle's departure from 
these regions. It will perhaps be deemed of sufficient in- 
terest to merit reading. It is familiarly referred to by 
Prench officials here as the “dossier Spears". 

It is in fact not one document but a collection of 
papers on a number of subjects, some of which will certain ly 
be Giscussed again in the near and possibiy the distent fu- 
ture. They have in common the intention to prove that the 

. English have bem pursuing aims that go beyond their pub- 
4icly declared policy in ee eer me uebenon (see Depart- 
nent's telegram No. 182/of August 4, 3 pom., to Beirut). 

Some of these papers are om pureiy political subjects: 
the attitude of the Representative of Great Britain at the 
time of the Deciaration of the Independence of the Lebanon; 
the Interventions of General Spears in the Folitical Domain; 
the 10cei Interventions of Subordinate British “fficials. 

Others have to do with subjects that are economic but 
With strong political implications: 

The Wheat ine is here discussed. That subject has 


e by the Consulate Generai in des- 
Leaded fae Me 
pateches Nos. and jae dune 29, 1942 and duly 3, 1942, 


Pespectively, 


<S- 


respectiveiy, and referred to in a number of teLegrams. 
The “aifea - Beirut - Tripoli Railway is also the sub- 
ject of a long discussion. The Department hes shown an in« 


terest in it on a a , eecasions; most recently in its 
ps: Clete oe A 
teiegrem No. of September 18, 4 pom. The discussion on 


its ownership and operation promises to be long and thorny. 
A most reliabie English source informed me just the other 
day that the Voreign “ffice is now considering the question. 
in the meanwhile the British Army is ruming « few treins 
for military purposes only on the “aifa - Beirut section 
recently completed, quite independentiy of the Pree French 
euthorities, who are opposed to its carrying any civilian 
pessengers or goods until some arrangement as to its owner- 
ship end operation satisfactory to themseives has been made. 
The necessary iani bas been taken from the private Lebanese 
owners, no errangements have been made by anyone to indemify 
them. The transfer of titie thereto in the Land Registry 
“Books (cadastre) cannot be made as there is no agreement yet 
as to who is to own it. 

A more or less similar imbroglio has arisen as to the 
ownership and operation of the o11 refinery located at 
Tripoli. tt did belong to the Syria Petroleum Company Ltd., 
an Eughich firm, which is, I believe, a subsidiary of the 
Ayaq “etrolewn Company, im which there is a substantial 
Ameriown interest. That Company's whole omership to the 
refinery, end its right to operate it, are now contested on 
grounds that epparentiy are at least worth consideration. 

The question of the working of some brown coal deposits 
im the “ebanon 1s of less importance. 

the Dettian attempt to axereiae control over Syrian 

finances 


finances is aiso dealt with. 

“fhe British Interventions in tne Agricuitura: Sphere" 
may have 111 prepared the ground for the wark of Professor 
0. &. Morgan (Department's telegram No. way Eieinge 
4, 10 pem., to Cairo), but it is hoped that nothing untoward 
Wil occur. 

Wo attempt will be made here to judge the value of the 
various French contentions. Yo do that properly would be an 
arduous task and could only be usefully attempted if one had 
on hand the corresponding English claims. That such exist 
and that many of them are of value cannot be doubted. But I 
have not seen then, and possibly they have not been set forth 
im a mamer similar to the French. 

The important consideration, it seems to me, is that the 
two Allies are in such fundamental discord on so many points; 
that they lose so much time and energy in combatting each 
other that little is left to think of the common enemy, that 

" the orders of one end the counter-orders of the other result 
in anarchy in this’ countries, where of all places they should 
show a united front. Neither one enjoys the undivided syn- 

_pebhy. or respect of the iccai populations; by their quarrels 
and the resulting confusion they make easy the work of their 
enemies in eny fifth colum activities the latter wish to 
promote. 

. keke of time and the pressure of other work prevent me 
from having copie@ the French original. +t can be supplied 
aater if the Department should judge the document of suffi- 
cient interest to justify the lebor involved. ‘the trans- 
lation has been made as literal as possible. ‘The English 
has doubtless suffered thereby. Imy add that epparemt 


haste 
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haste in composition seems aiso have had an effect on some 
passages of the original French. 


Respectfully yours, 


| “Bh 


Williem M. Gwynn 
American 


Bucloswet As stated. 


Ia quintuplicate to Department. 
Gesloe to tandun end Gaize. 
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(Enclosure to despatch No. 481 dated September 24, 1942, 
from the American Consulate General, Beirut, Lebenon.} 


TRANSLATION 
MEMORAN DUM ° 


(Sent by General de Gaulle to the British Minister 


of State at Cairo, Mr. Casey, on or about Septem- 
ber 8, 1942). 


It is necessary to stipulate that the affairs sum- 
marized below represent only a choice of examples. 


Purthermore, only general mention is made of the 
abusive interventions of subordinate British agents. But 
these interventions constitute nevertheless a constant 
embarrassment which sorely try the French and native agents 


and in a word jeopardize the administration of the States 
of the Levant. 





British intervention menifested itself the first time 
clearly in the political field at the time of the exchange 
of views relative to the proclamation of Lebanese indepen- 
dence. General Spears raised two fundamental objections 
ageinst the French project of declaration: the first con- 
cerned the evocation in that declaration of the principles 
inscribed in the Franco-Lebanese Treaty of 1936. This refer- 
ence was inspired by a contractuel act which had been ac- 
cepted at the time by the two parties, which still enjoyed 
Lebenese favor, and which could not in any way affect Great 
Britain's interests, It merely sanctioned France's perti- 
culer position in the Lebanon, a position which had been 
recognized by the British. The second objection was directed 
against the statement that the Lebanese State constitutes 
a unity politically and territorially indivisible. ‘The 
English ev “ed the susceptibilities of Syria, whereas the 
Syriens had been clearly warned by the declaration of Damas-~ 
eus on Septemver 27, 1941, of the position that France adop- 
ted as concerns Syro-Lebanese affairs. 


mang end painful discussions followed. Furthermore, 

we ceamot forget the methods of negotistion to which General 
Speers hed recourse in order to obtain at the last minute 
two alterations of the declarations On the very eve of the 
ceremonies of independence he threaten d: 


1. To hand in a note of reservation on the 
terms in which independence was declared. 


2. To abstain from all participation in the 
ceremonies of the declaration of independence, 
in order to manifest publically before the local 
authorities and population the disagreement that 
existed between France and Great Britain. 


General Spears thus exploited a first time Free France's 
concern not to allow to appear a divergence between Allies. 


INTERVENTION OF GENERAL SPEARS IN THE POLITICAL 
SPHERE 





Of the constant intervention of General Spears in 
the internal politics of the States of the Levant, inter- 
ventions which are directly contrary to the obligations 
of a diplomatic representative, we may limit ourselves 
. se attention to certain recent and significant 

émarches. 


On three occasions, in April and “ 1942, General 
Spears intervened in a pressing manner with the President 

of the Lebanese Republic, Mr. Alfred Naccache, requesting 
him to admit the principle of elections in the near future 
end to fix the date. Mr. Naccache, deeming that the general 
situation made it inadvisable to add the agitation of an 
electoral campaign to the trouble of public opinion, refused 
to take any oy on this subject. He even thought 

of resigning if the pressure to which he was subjected 
should become too strong. 


Displeased with the attitude of the President, General 
Spears publicly manifested his hostility to Mr. Naccache 
and to the Government, particularly during visits to the 
Maronite Patriarch, to the Greek Catholic Archbishop of 
Beirut and to the Mufti of the Lebanese Republic (June 1942). 


In a speech to the Rotary Club, General Spears let it | 
be clearly understood that he recommended elections soon. 


At the time of the Ministerial crisis of July 1942, the 
pressure of the Spears' Mission exerted itself to the full. 
Qn July 25th Colonel Furlonge, Political Officer, called to 
inform the President of the veto of the Spears' Mission as 
regards a Minister of the out-going Cabinet: Ahmed Bey el 
Assad, Chiite Chief of Southern Lebanon. The British 
(revues agaimst Ahmed Bey were futile. The fact was that 

s Minister had friendly relations with the French adminis- 
tration. 


We should finally note the pressing démarches of General 
Spears to y* President Naccache to accept an irrigation pr@é- 
grem established by the British services, an intervention 
in a domain that depends on the States of the Levant and on 
the Delegation General. This is to be listed among the 
various securities taken in the Lebanon. 


= 4 


In 1941 British intervention in the problem of bread 
presented itself under the form of the "Spears Plan". This 
plan started from an idea theoretically correct: to. force 
the price of wheat down and to force stocks out of hiding, 

on the market quantities of imported cereals at 


at decreas prices. This plan neglected unfortunately - 
two factors: 


1. The genehesing power and the power of 
hoarding of the population of the Levant, a 
point on which General Catroux lavished his 
warnings. 


2 The possible freedom of maritime routes. 


A complete failure resulted: the buying up by specu- 
lators of the quantities imported; a renewal of boldness on 
the part of the speculators; and the rapid rise of prices. 


To avoid the renewal of these difficulties durin 
1942-43 campaign, General Catroux, Delegate General of France 
in the Levant, took a decree, No. 229/FL on April 21, 1942, 
instituting the Wheat Office. 


The text of this decree had been show to the British 
authorities interested, in the constant concern of the French 
euthorities for a community of views and action. 


There remained merely to pass to the modalities of ap- 
plication. 


~ It is at that moment that the opposition of the Syrian 
Government manifested itself. It had, however, been kept 


very ne eet numerous conversations as well as by 
i ted April 135th which the Delegate General had sent 
o 


In an attempt to smoothe out all difficulties a ject 
of a Franco-Syro-Lebanese eeeeneees was envisaged, instituting 
a Superior Commission of Wheat and Cereals composed of four 

@ member from each interested country and, by de- 
sire to manifest the agreement existing between the Allies, 

a British member). . 


In the project in per. the presidency of the Com- 

mission was assured by representative of the Syrian Govern- 

ment, the decision reached by majority vote, the Delegate 

General limiting his — 8 in this domain to the sole reser- 

vation that the decisions of the Commission should not have 

See force in the two States until after his appro- 
LON « 


Conversations were ed to realize the agreement 
on this grem which was entirely communicated to the British 
authorities ( Spears Mission). It soon appeered that the 


Government of Damascus was opposed to collaboration in the 










execution of a program founded on the Wheat Office, an organism 
independent of 1 11 political discrimination and destined to 
solve possible difficulties between Syria and the Lebanon. 
The asttarenees touched on several points. The British 

| had » Since on May 7th Messieurs 


Rose and Gent of the Spears Mission themselves indicated to 
Messieurs Boncenne and Baelen of the Delegation General 
that to their knowledge the Syrians: 

1. Contested that the protocol of execution 


should 


should refer to the decree of principle 229/FL. 


2. Refused to admit that the decisions of 
the Commission should be approved by the Dele- 
gation General, Commander in Chief. 


Se Insisted that the signatures of the 
English authorities should appear at the foot of 
the protocol. 


Upon inquiry at Damascus it was found that at that 
moment the President of Council had not heard of these de- 
mands on the three points cited. He denied particularly and 
formally having demanded a British signature at the foot of 
the protocol. We were thus led to take note that the mem- 
bers of the Spears Mission had had conversations with the 
very members of the Syrian Government, whose names they did 
not cite, who held the strongest attitude of opposition to 
General Catroux's demands, and that they made themselves 
their interpreters. 


The delays caused to this first measure of application 
of the Wheat Office appeared to General Catroux as an example 
of the dangerous slowness that the execution of the plan 
might suffer, a plan of capital importance for the existence 
of the countries of the Levant and for the security of the 
Allies in the Near East. 


Consequently, it not having been ssible to obtain 
the ore wi Demascus on the protocol on May 8th, the 
day fixed for a definite reply; and the operations of the 
purchase of wheat, to be realized by means of advances made 
to the farmers to cover their harvesting onpneets being 
extremely urgent, General Catroux sent to the Spears Mission 
Messieurs Baelen and Boncenne who made to Messieurs Rosa and 
Gent the following remarks: 


1. The opposition of the Government of Damascus to the 
procedure of execution of the Wheat Office cannot have for 
effect to paralyze the execution of the basic decree No.229/FL, 
taken more than two weeks earlier. 


@e By reason of the vital and urgent character of the 
affair, the General Commanding in Chief envisages beginn 
the purchasesby the Wheat Office without aaiting the end o 
the discussions on procedure begun at Damascus. 


S- General Catroux wishes to state that he desires to 
obtain in this matter the collaboration of the British mili- 
tary authorities stationed in the Levant. 


These points having been communicated to General Spears, 
he received the two collaborators of General Catroux who re- 
peated them to him. 


General Spears declared himself in complete disagreement. 
ily transmit with an unfavorable opinion a program 
ing by Franco-British collaboration that did not 
Pi assent of the independent Syrian Republic, a 
State which Great Britain meant to treat on the same footing 
as any o State. 





General Spears let it be understood that he advised 


against 


against General Catroux's proceeding to the purchases 
ee as the necessary British credits would probably 
Gust Olle 


“General Spears added that oven if the Syrians should 

accept al Cat 's power of veto on the decision o 
would oppose as for himself. 

General Spears did not show himself impressed by the 
argument founded on ee losses of wheat and the need 
for rapid action as he thought that if the affair was not 
settled by the negotiations in course the British Army 
would proceed alone, by means of purchasing commissions, 
to acquire the amounts that might appear necessary, as it 
alre acquires other things. In case of failure, the 
British Army would simply requisition the wheat. 


It was nothing more than the argument of force. 


The discussion was taken to Cairo. General Catroux 
set forth the following arguments before Mr. Casey: 


l. The relations of Great Britain with the States of 
the Levant are in no way the same as those of France with 
these States, by reason of as of the French Mandate, 
as well as by France's special position for the present and 
in the future, recognized by the British Government itself. 


2- More especially, General Catroux felt it necessary 
to affirm that he considered as among his prerogatives the 
right to control the decisions of a Commission created to 
apply the provisions of a prior decree. He also wished to 

1 to mind the fact that this decree, which had been com- 
icated to the Spears Mission as stated above, had been 
approved by it. 


Se If in a wide sense it was a question of contestin 
General Catroux's reglementary powers, he pointed out tha 
these powers, not abolished ot the declarations of indepen- 
dence, had been exercised daily since that time, by the con- 
sent and sometimes at the request of the interested Govern- 
ments and even of the British authorities; and this claim 
would be especially sugveper in a sphere that touches the 
two reserved domains o "common interests" and of security. 


4. Without dwelling on the point of determining whether 
the measures of buying wheat by a commission or of requisition- 
ing it envisaged by General Spears fitted in with his prior 
declarations as to the independence of the States of the 
Levant, General Catroux found himself obliged, to his regret, 
to contest the legitimacy of the exercise of these powers 
by the British authorities; Article IV of the Lyttelton- 
de Gaulle Agreement, which is the charter of Franco-British 
relations in the matter, reserves in effect the exploitation 
of local resources to the French authorities. 


Nevertheless, in a spirit of extreme conciliation and 
to avoid the maintenance of an o yest tsen. which might be 
catastrophic in a question of ak c welfare of extreme 
urgency, General Catroux at the end of the Cairo discussions 
agreed the creation of a Superior Wheat Commission on 


which 
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which General ea would sit beside him. It was at this 
price that the threat of a British encouragement to the 
resistance to the Wheat Office was removed, 


This concession cupewed insufficient to General Spears, 
and when the question of replacing the French Director of 
the Office arose, the British representative demanded that 


the  ongme of parity be extended to this administrative 
aoe ate spite of the inconveniences of a duality of 
rection. 


However that may be, it is necessary to stipulates 


1. That thesecconcessions prejudice in no way 


the ral ‘omy Which define the respective 
positions of ce and Great Britain in the Levant. 


2e That they are purely circumstantial and are 
conseqiently revocable at the moment when the French 
authorities may consider that another system is pre~- 
ferable to assure the supplying (ravitaillement) of 
the populations for which they are responsible. 


-Bea 


THE QUESTION OF THE HAIFA-BEIRUT-TRIPOLI 
RATLWAY 


By letter dated October 14, 1941, the Spears Mission 
informed the Delegation General that British General Head- 
querters in the Middle East had decided to undertake the 
construction of a railway, Haifa-Beirut-Tripoli, a line which, 
the communication added “will be a part of the lines of com- 
munication of Syria end by joining them to the standard gauge 
railway of Palestine will then establish direct communications", 
This line was to be built by the British Army and at its cost, 
but the Spears Mission requested us to intervene to obtain 
the necessary labor for the work on the Lebanese section, 


While giving our agreement to the construction project 
and putting at the disposal of the British Command the com- 
petent services of the Delegation General, General Catroux 
reserved nevertheless the rights of France to the new line, 
This last point, to which was soon to be joined the question 
of the operation of the said line, gave rise to a long con- 
troversy.e 


1. THB QUESTION OF OWNERSHIP, 


The British appeared at first decided to admit the 
principle that France's property rights to the line should be 
expressly reserved, However, as we attempted to obtain pre- 
cise assurances on this subject we encountered only repeated 
reticence and quibbling. Im a communication dated March 2lst 
last, Mr. Hamilton, Counselor of the Spears Mission, stated 
that the line as well as the land expropriated for its con- 
struction would be the property of the British Government 
and that after the war the French Government or the Lebanese 
Government, person designated by one of these Govern- 
ments would be accorded an option for a time to be determined, 
When the French National Committee tried at London to obtain 
fuller particulars on this subject, it was informed that the 
optiomgperiod would begin to run at least two years after the 
end of Mostilities menacing the Levant and that only a French 
Government “recognized by His Majesty's Government as a Govern- 
ment exercising in the Levant a definite responsibility" might 
benefit thereby. 


In short, France no longer had any guarantee, the British 
Government laying claim to keeping the line and the land and 
promising nothing. During the course of new démarches made 
et the Foreign Office, the French National Committee obtained 
the promise that the option period would begin to run from 
the time of the signature of the armistice or of the last 
armistice that d end the hostilities with Germany and Italy. 
But the British Government still refused to reconsider the 
definition given above of ‘the French Government susceptible 
of benefitting the option. Undes these conditions the 
French Nationed fgg tte decided to persist in the negative 
attitude. Sincé, question is at a standstill. During con- 
versations that took place at Beirut between General Cole, 
Inspector of Land, and the Delegation Generel, one vould only 
take note that the disagreement continued, Such a statement 
naturally does not ly that France is disposed to accept 
the construction of the line as a "fait accompli". 





2. QUESTION 
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2 QUESTION OF THE OPERATION OF THE RAILWAY. 


On this point the British authorities adopt an analogous 
point of views the new line answering military needs, being 
built by the British Army and at its cost, the operation 
should be assured by the British Army. In the letter below 
from General Catroux to General Spears, the Delegate General 
set forth all the legal and practical reasons that go against 
this theory: 


"My dear General: 


"By letter No. 55/119A under date of June 17 
last you imformed me of the general principles 
which you think should serve as the basis of our 
collaboration in the operation of the Haifa-Beirut- 
Tripoli Railway. 


"I agree with you that it is necessary to clear 
up the reson a that have arisen on this 
subject. I have therefore proceeded to examine the 
question completely from the beginning. 


"1. As you indicate in your letter the essential 
point that dominates all of the dispute is that this 
railway line has primarily a strategic character, 
and that its construction was undertaken to meet mili- 
tary needs. We are in full agreement on this subject. 
However, neither in my mind, nor, it seems to me, in 
the mind of the British authorities, was it foreseen 
that this line should form in Lebanese territory a 
ph dpa quite apart and oe detached from the 

a other systems on the Syro-Lebanese territory, and as 
such contemplated to be the object of an absolutely 
separate exploitation. On the contrary, it was 
clearly the intention of the British authorities to 
include the line in question in the system of Syro- 
Lebanese communications and thus establish a direct 
connection between this system and the Palestine 
Railways. Allow me to quote on this point the very 
terms of the letter addressed October 14th last by 
Lieutenant Colonel Smith-Dorrien to the Director of 
my Cabinet: 


"'The British General Headquarters in 
the Middle East requests me to inform you 
that it has the intention to have built for 
urgent military reasons a standard geuge 
railway line Haife~Beirut- Tripoli; this line 
will be a part of the lines of communication 
of Syria, and by connecting them to the stan- 
dard gauge railway of Palestine will then 
establish a direct connection."' 


"The joes of the new railway thus seems to me 
to be.very clearly defined: conceived in a strategic 
aim, it cannot fill the role that is expected of it 
unless it completes the system of communications ex- 
isting in these countries, Its utility which is 
essentially milit would not thus appear to neces- 
serily exelude & priori all traffic of civilian 
character. 


“Purthermore, how in time of war can civilian 


: freffic 


traffic be distinguished from military traffic? 
In modern warfare there are few articles of 
merchandise which do not have exclusively of 
accessorially a character of military utility. 
Theat in eny case is the thesis of the British 
Government itself as concerns the blockade ap- 
lied to enemy countries, I recall furthermore 
numerous difficulties that arose in the past 
concerning the definition of goods to be con- 
sidered as contraband of war. Is it, however, 
the intention of the British authorities to Limit 
the use of the line to the transport of troops 
end of wer material? That would mean I think 
limiting in a large measure the services it will 
be called upon to render, On the contrary is it 
@ question, as foreseen in peragrese 3 of your 
letter, of authorizing civilien traffic only if 
military necessities permit? That reserve is 
doubtless fully justified, but I do not see that 
there is on this point any difference between the 
Haifa-Tripoli line and any other railway line in 
whatever country it may be, military needs having 
everywhere end naturally priority in time of war. 


"In a word the strategic cheracter of the new 
line does not appear to me to justify a special 
end purely military operating regime, such as you 
suggest. 


"I remind you furthermore that the other lines 
ee territory are subject, in con- 
f ty with the terms of the proclamation of in- 
dependence, to the control of the Allied Command, 
which gives you all the guarantee necessary, and 
which etions in a very satisfactory manner, 
‘This seme control, reinforced if merenees would 
naturally be extended to the Haifae Beirut-Tripoli 
railway. 


"2, The difficulty of establishing a clear 
distinetion between militery and civil traffic 
leads me to a more general remark, The new line 
will modify in a measure which it is still difficult 
to determine, the general equilibrium of the traffic 
on the railway lines of the States of the Levant. 
It is necessary therefore that the D.H.P. Railway 
Company (Chemins de Fer Demas, Homs et Prolongements) 
be able to maintain the necessary harmony in the new 
state of things created oF the ene of a line as 
importent as that which will join Haifa to Beirut. 


"This legitimate requirement does not appear 
to me sufficiently guaranteed by the conference you 
ropose in agraph 7 of your letter, if one starts 
hoe the p: iple that the British ey is the 
absolute master in the operation of the new line, 


"3, The problem which mst,however, retain 
particularly our attention is that of the modalities 
of operation which will be at the same time the 
simplest end most efficient in the present circum- 
stances, In your letter above mentioned and in the 
letter from Major Shapland, dated May 4th last, I 
see set forth the tical reasons that require that 
the operation of line should be entrusted to the 


British 
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them 
British Army. Allow me to take/up one by one and 
to. set for the remarks they suggest to me: 


"a. The question of Rolling Stock. Paragraph 
four of your letter suggeste that the D.H.P. does 
not possess the rolling stock that would permit it 
to operate the line and that the locomotives of the 
War artment could not circulate on the D.H.P. 
system... 


"If it is true that the locomotives of the War 
Department would not be put in service on the D.H.P. 
lines; on the contrary, it is inexact to say that 
the D.H.P, does not dispose of a sufficient number 
of locomotives and cars to take care of its own 
traffic. As concerns locomotives, I remind you that 
the D.H.P. has at present in service on the Iraqi 
State Railways 10 locomotives G-8, put at the disposal 
of that system at the request of the British authori- 
ties, end furthermore that all the locomotives of 
the D.H.P.could run on the new line, It is the same 
for cers, the traffic between Palestine and Iraq 
being carried on for the greater part by the use 
of D.H.P.- L.8.B. Cars. 


"b. The Question of Rates. In his letter 
of May 4th last, Major Shaplend pointed out that if 
the operation of the new line was undertaken by the 
D.H.P. it would be difficult to establish rates for 
the transport of goods. 


“It has already been replied on this subject 
that the D.H.P. could easily establish rates that 
would take into account the special conditions of 
the construction of the line, in particular that the 
financing is assured by the British Treasury. 


"os Sojourn of the Personnel at Az-Zib. On this 
point_agein, no particular difficulties. The same 
situation exists at Semakh where the sojourn of the 
Syrian personnel gives rise to no special difficulty, 
end in Europe in numerous international frontier 
stations situated on the territory of one of the 
neighboring States, where the railway personnel ~ 
of the other State is authorized to sojourn in accor- 
dence with treaty provisions, of which the chief ones 
furthermore have been codified by international law. 


"You will pardon me for thus having gone into 
considerations of so techiiieal a character. They are, 
however, necessary, because they emphasize that there 
exists no practical objection to the operation of 
the line by the D.H.P. Quite to the contrary the 
operation by the D.H.P. would constitute by far the 
best solution. 


“ I do not in effect see why the reasons that 
have led the British authorities to hand over the 
operation of the Palestine section to the Palestinian 
Railways should not be applicable, to the benefit of 
the D.H.P., on the Lebanese section. According to 
the terms of the above mentioned letter from Major 
Shapland, the system adopted by the British authorities 
for the Palestinian section would reply to the fol- 
lowing considerations: 


"1. The desire to avoid the existence of two 


independent 
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independent administrations for the operation 
of the railway in the Haifa zone. 


"2. Economy of Material and Personnel. 


"These two reasons sea to me equally applicable 
to the Lebanese section. 


"As concerns the material, I think already to 
have indicated that the D.H.P. can fill the needs 
of the new line. Furthermore, the employment of 
D.H.P. personnel would permit the British Army to 
effect a serious economy of labor. It would spare 
it the necessity of having to recruit on the spot 
a new civil personnel which doubtless would not have 
the same capabilities as the D.H.P. personnel. 
Finally, it seems to me equally inopportune to have 
two independent administrations in the zone of the 
port of Beirut. In a more general fashion further- 
more, the system of operation by ‘he D.H.P. would 
only necessitate the conclusion of three agreements 
between that Company and the Palestinian Railways, 
that is:. 


An agreement on the exchange of material. 

A traffic agreement. 

An agreement for the operation of the 
common station at Az-Zib. 


"On the contrary, in the hypothesis of the 
operation by the British Military Authority, this 
latter would have to conclude the following agreements: 


“With the D.H.P. 


An agreement for the exchange of rolling 
stock at Tripoli. 

An agreement for the traffic exchanged by 
reloading at Beirut. 

An agreement for the operation of the 
common station at Tripoli. 

An agreement for the operation of the 
common station at Beirut. 


“With the Port of Beirut: 


An agreement for the operation of the 
lines of the port. 


"“Witn the Customs Services: 
An agreement to endorse the international 
transit charges. 


"I think I have explained myself sufficiently on 
these different practical points. I admit that the 
British Military Authorities have provided the necessary 
personnel and material for the operation of the line 
by the British Army. That is a point that concerns 
ther: slone. But I think myself justified in insisting 
that the system which is at once the simplest, most 
supple and the most consonant with the local require- 
ments aad resources be adopted, and not another which 
would not be justified by any practical consideration. 


"4. There remains an .amgument that has been pre- 
sented to my collaborators, at first by the above 


mentioned 
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mentioned letter of Major Shapland and then by 
Brigadier Hutchins, and according to which the 
British Army has the right to reserve to itself 
the operation of the line, as it is assuring the 
financing. 


"Permit me to tell you frankly my thoughts 
on this subject, I do not think such an argument 
corresponds with the spirit of our alliance. 
Yurthermore, if it were established that he who 
pays, thet is, the richer, acquires in so doing 
rights, particularly property rights, in proportion 
to the capital he furnishes, and if that were the 
principle adwiitted within the coalition of the 
United Nations, I do not doubt that France would have 
much to suffer, but it is possible that Great Britain 
herself might feel the inconvenience of this thesis. 


“You will pardon my having written at such 
length, but I thought it necessary, in order to inform 
you completely of my viewpoint in this affair, to 
envisage ell of the aspects, egonomic and technical 
as well as military. The question is complex. It 
requires therefore a simple solution. I hope to 
have indicated to you the way, and hope ardently that 
we may soon be able to put ourselves in complete 
agreement. 

Very sincerely yours 
Signed: Catroux." 


pepiying. te this letter, General Spears recognized the 
weight (of the arguments) but added that the decision of 
the British Army was taken, and that in spite of the re- 
grete that he felt at tak note of our disagreement, 
this decision would be applied as soon as the section 
Haifa-Beirut should be finished. 


There a » the policy of the “fait accompli" can only 
give birth to the regrettable suspicion that the British 
wish to obtain on Lebanese soil a security the importance 
of which, political as well as economic, can be measured 
by the history of the development of railway communications 
in the Orient. 


Under these conditions, the French National Committee 
is decided to oppose the opening of traffic between Haifa 
end Tripoli until this dispute shall have received a solution 
which respects the rights of France, 


NOTE OW THE SUBJECT OF OIL REFIV“iY AT TRIPOLI. 





The question of the transfer of the refinery at Tripoli 
to the Syrian Petroleum Company was officially opened by a 
letter addressed June 16th last, by General Spears to the 
Delegate General. 


The arguments of General Spears to justify this claim 
were refuted by the Controller of Concessionary Compenies 
and of Bublic Works at the Delegation General, who, swmar- 
izing briefly the question since its genesis, set forth 
the following: 


“On August 4, 1939, as a compensation for guarantees 
given by the Administration in another domain, the 
English company ‘Syria Petroleum Company! (S.P.C.), 
which was then called 'Petroleum Concessions Syria 

and Lebanon, Ltd.' (P.S.L.), undertook to supply to 
the Lebanon, as soon as the Administration should aczree 
and as rapidly as possible, the material for a topping 
plant capable of treating 80,000 tons of crude pet- 
roleum annually, It undertook furthermore to pro- 
ceed to the assembling and the putting into service 

of this installation in case of war or of blockade 
hindering the supply of liquid fuels to Syria and 

the Lebanon. 


"The agreement of the Administration to these pro- 
posals made by the Company was given as early as 
August 7th, and on September 7th the Company was 
asked to proceed to the effective installation of 
the topping plant. 


"New and urgent letters were addressed to it on 
October S51, 1959, January 24, April 7 and May 22, 
1940. They Ied to nothing beyond a sterile discus- 
sion on the site to be chosen for the construction 
of the refinery and the presentation of plans for 
the future installation. No material was supplied, 
or probably even ordered, 


"In June 1940 the supply of liquid fuels to the States 
of the Levant was no longer assured; the situation 
threatened to be critical in the near future, and 

the Administration decided in July to attempt to 
construct itself a refinery at Tripoli. At the same 
time, the Administration informed the Syria Petroleum 
Company that it made all reservations concerning the 
responsibility incurred the Company through the 
fact that it had not fulfilled its engagements. On 
August 30th, finally, it advised the Company that 

the expenditures that it found itself obliged to make 
would be charged to it. 


"On November 12, 1940, when the first installment of 
the corstruction work was on the point of being fin- 
ished, the Syria Petroleum Company offered 25,000 tons 
of crude petroleum by way of payment for the con- 
struction of the refinery, and stated that, lacking 
competent technicians in this country, it made no 
objection to the operation of the refinery by the 
Administration until we normal economic conditions 


should have succeeded. to the present state of war.” 
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"This offer was accepted on March 19, 1941, 
but it was stipulated that the Company's rights 
extended only to the material set up and paid for 
on the date of April 30, 1941, to the exclusion of 
material that had been borrowed and would have to 
be returned at the end of operations or of material 
requisitioned and not appraised at that date. Cer- 
tain essential parts belong notably to this last 
category, such as the four steam generating boilers, 
steam pumps loaned by the Navy or requisitioned, i 
certain metal reservoirs, etc. It was furthermore 
clearly stipulated that the Inspection General of 
Public Works would continue to operate directly un- 
til the return of normal conditions. 


"Finally a last exchange of letters took place: 
a letter from the Company dated June 9, 1941, and the 
reply of the Administration on July 10, concern 
precisions on the subject of certain particular points. 


"These indispensable elements having been recalled, 
we now can examine General Spears' letter in detail. 


"The General indicates that he received instruc- 
tions from his Government to discuss the question of 
the transfer of the refinery to its owners, the Syrian 
Petroleum Company. The question of ownership is no 
more discussed than is the intention of the contracting 
parties to return the exploitation to the S.P.C. as 
soon as possible. . 


"Prom the statement given above it is evident: 


That the &.P.C. is the proprietor of only 
a part. of the installation, probably a little 
less than the half; 


that the intention of the eee pox Shes: 
has never been to modify the present modalities 
of operation, but clearly that both have always 
been in agreement that the exploitation should 
remain assured by the Administration until the 
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ectly explainable: on the one hand, the Company 
judged the task undertaken by the Administration 
almost impossible in the conditions that obtained 
and did not care to undebtake an operation which 
promised to be fi of vicissitudes and dangers; 
on the other hand, the Administration, by reason 
of the Company's failure to keep its engagements 
refused to confide:to it the operation of an in- 
sta. ion that it had been incapable of con- 
structing. 


"The argumentation developed in General Spears! 
letter is thus in contradiction with the facts, 
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"General Spears then sets forth that in the 
interest of the Allied cause it is desirable that the 
transfer be made immediately to permit increasing 
the production, which supposes the reconstruction 
and the extension of the works and its operation by 
refinery experts. The equipment and the material 
not being available except in the other refineries 
of the Middle East, which cannot agree to accept 
its transfer to a refinery that is not under their 
technical control and which does not possess the . 
desirable degree of safety, this equipment and material 
being ene irreplaceable. Likewise, competent 
persennel can only be found in the other refineries 
of the Near East. 


"We are fully in agreement with General Spears, 
particularly under present conditions, on the neces- 
sity of increasing the production of the refinery at 
Tripoli, and we have not cpased to defend this point 
of view before all the British authorities with whom 
we have had to discuss theq uestions concerning liquid 
fuels. We might perhaps only regret that nearly a 
year has passed without so important a question having 
received any other solution than the visit of two en- 
gineers,' one from Haifa in May 1942, the other from 
Suez in June last. 


"On the other hand, the argumentation of the pro- 
duction, at least as it has been envisaged up to the 
present, does not imply the reconstruction of the 
works, but the reinforcement and extension of the 
existing installations. Pefhaps it would be better in 
this domain to propound the question clearly. It 
would then be possible to examine in common with the 
English experts the techthical solutions to be adopted 
and the means to use to bring into being the new in- 
stallations. It is in no wise proved in particular 
that the mterial and the equipment can not be found 
elsewhere than in the refineries in the Middle East. 


"We could also perhaps wish that these refineries 
should show a little more spirit of cooperation. The 
refinery at Tripoli did not in fact, after the adcident 
of Mey 23rd, get any help from them, and had once again 
to count only on itself to get out of a difficult situ- 
ation. No one thinks to deny that the safety of its 
operation is not complete, but would it net be more 
constructive, instead of merely taking note of it, to 
help us to improve its safety? This does not imply 
furthermore the carrying out of important works, but 
only the supplying of materials which exist in Pales-~ 
tine and in Egypt. 


“As to the question of personnel, we can only 
protest, for from the reading of General Spears! letter, 
one might conclude that our personnel is insufficient 
in quality and number. The best proof of the quality 
of this personnel is that it was able to finish the 
construction of the refinery that American and English 
experts judged impossible in the conditions in which 


we 
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we found ourselves placed. Most of them come furthermore 
from great refineries and have excellent references. Their 
number is sufficient to assure the operation of an installa- 
tion much more developed than the present one. I would adda 
that there existsamong the Free French Forces a number of 
other specialists to whom we could have recourse if neces- 
sary. 


. See 


"Another aspect of the question considered as of prime 
importance is that it is necessary to reach a maximum of 
suppleness for the treatment of crude by the refineries of 
Haifa, Kirkuk and Tripoli, to adapt the production to the 
needs of the Army. In order to reach that goal it wuld be 
essential that the three works be placed under a single 
technical direction. ' 

"Such problems are merely problems of coordination which 
can easily be solved by other means: conferences, liaisons, 
committees, commissions, etc, They are not peculiar to 
petroleum, but present themselves in many other domains. 


WMH 


"It does not appear necessary to discuss the financial 
aspect of the question: General Spears recognizes further- 
more that it is a problem of a certain complexity subordin- 
ate to the prior conclusion of an agreement of principle on 
the first point." 


- Under these conditions, the Delegate General, by letter dated 
July 6th, replied to the Minister of Great Britain that it wuld 
be better to undertake technical conversations between French and 
British experts, and reserved the question of ownership and trans- 
fer. By letter of duly 10th, General Spears admits the principle 
of prior technical conversations, but indicates that it would be 

criminal" to tolerate that discussions on any aspect whatever of 
the question should be allowed to delay the solution of the prob- 
lem. 


Since then the affair is at a standstill. The technical 
donversations, the principle of which has been admitted by both 
sides, have not been entered into, no more than the fundamental 
discussion on the question of ownership and transfer. 
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Enclosure to despatch No. 481, September 24, 1942, from 
the American Consulate Generai, Beirut, Lebanon. 


THE WREING OF BROWN COAL DEFOSITS 


The question of the lignites of Bechara and Blacuza is 
also very typical. 


Ya duly 25, 1942, the Economic Advisor of the Spears Mis- 
sere ce Secceter Sc Son, tae of Shs oslecmyies Sen 
eral en’ wo tish Army and for 

ite needs of these two deposits, from which an annual pro- 
Gustion of 15,000 tons was hoped. 


The expioitation and the distribution wouid be directed 
by a committee. The British Economic Advisor proposed a 
committee of three meanbers (a te of the Ninth » a 
delegate of the Spears Mission, a French representative), 
whereas the Director of the Cabinet and the Controlier of 
the Goncessionary Companies asked for a parity committee. 
With this reserve the negotiation did not appear to offer any 
important difficulty. 


Qa August 24, 1942, the British Economic Advisor addressed 

a letter to the Cabinet of Genera: Catroux deciaring that "as 

working of the iignite mines would be done exclusiveiy.by 
Aruy ani the production would serve oniy military needs, 
ss for a tignite comission was no longer useful, 
at least for the moment,” and that in accardance with a deci- 
sien of the Geeral Headquarters at Cairo they would proceed 
purely and simply to the working of the mines by the Army. 


General uz hed to reject this argument of the 
"fait emi General Spears eed to resume the 
method of free.discussion. It is evident that this discus- 
ion, while taking inte account the necessities of war, must 

et the fundamentai principle of the exploitation of 
Local resources by Frece. 
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Enclosure to despateh No. 481 of September 24, 1942 
from the American Consulate General, Beirut, Lebanon. 


BRITISH INTERVENTION“ IN FINANCIAL MATTERS 


The British intentions in financiai matters were recent- 
ly revealed by Mr. Thomas, Banking Advisor of the Spears mis- 
sion. YY August 27th tast Mr. Thomas informed two French 
officials, Messieurs Groiiet and “artin, at Damascus, that he 
had come to acquaint himseif with the financial situation of 
the State of Syria, claiming that the fact that the British 
Treasury advanced funds to the Central Treasury (Caisse 
Centrale) of Pighting France (at London) gave British offi- 
efals the right to supervise the use made of these advances, 
and cons equentiy to control Syrian finances. 


This simple deciaration expiains a démarche made at the 
same time by Mr. Rosa, Financiai Counselor of the Spears Mis- 
sion. “r. Rosa handed to the “ebanese Prime “inister a note 
proposing the creation of a “Monetary, Banking, Exchange 
and Stock-Exchange Commission,” the object of which would be 
“the regulating of the control.over the money, banking, for- 
eign exchange, end the stock-exchange of the States of the 
Levant. 


General Catroux had to cail attention to this démrche 
by a setter dated September ist addressed to Genera: Spears. 
He seized this occasion to make knowhis point of view on the 
subgténce, of the question: . 


"The emtrol over the local finances has been up 
to now within the province of the French authorities. 
The Franco-British exchanges of letters of September 

3 12 and 27, 1941, relative (1) to the extension to 
Syria and the Lebanon of the financial agreement of 
March 19, 1941, and (2) to the measures called for 
following the inclusion of the States of the “evant 
in the Sterling Area, recognized our s in the 
matter. I do not see any reason today modi fy 
this state of things and + add that the project en- 
visaged goes directly counter to the Lyttieton - de 
Gaulle Agreement.* 


In reply to this ietter, General Spears stated on Septen- 
ber 5, 1942, that Mr. Rosa had not spontaneously handed a 
note to the “ebanese Prime Sinister, but that Semi Soih 
hed requested this note of Mr. Rosa. “It is obvious," edded 
General Spears, “that the “ebanese ‘rime Minister ani cer- 
tainly all the members of the Goverament are at entire liber- 
ty to address themseives to me or to my counselors for ail 
information they desire to obtain." 


This declaration indicates strikingly the erroneous con- 
ception that General Spears has of his role, as he considers 
it normal to furnish to the local Governments "information", 
which in fact constitutes a political project, on a question 
that has aiready been the object of an exchange of views be- 
tween Prance and Great Britain. 


On the substance of this affair, it is aimost useless 
to 
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to say that Frames rejects the idea of a Pranoco-Anglo-~ 
Syro-“ebanese co ef financial control. The organ- 
isms ef the Delegation General will continue to deal with 
these matters. 


Purthermore, repeated and coneording reports come to 
the Delegation General to the effect that British agents in- 
cite the States of the Levent to demand, as a prerogative 
ef ©, the cession of certain services administered 
by the Delegation General under the heading of "Common -In- 
terests”, especially the oustoms services. 


Im the financial sphere, as in the otner domains, 
Fighting France means to remain the master of its own actions. 
It is not to be supposed that the British Government approves 
the ar t of some of ite agents, to the effect that the 
British Treasury's advances create a right of emtroi or of 
political intervention. That would vitiate the reletions 
between Aiiies in so far as they consist in exchanges of 
goods and services. 


Enciosure to despatch No. 481 of September 24, 1942, 
from the American Consulate Generai, Beirut, Lebanon. 
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iu the agricultural domain, under cover of growing con- 
tracts for the needs of the Army, the agents of the Spears 
Mission (Major Howard Jones) get into touch directiy with ‘the 
a services of the States of the Levant and with the 
armers. 


The former favor these direct contacts for reasons that 
are not always of an agriculturai nature. 


Private persons turn the more will y toward the Spears 
Mission as this organization, disposing of important financial 
means, of exclusive rights and of importation priorities 
(through the United dom Commercial Corporation), is abe 
to furnish directiy s » fertilizers, different products 
(sulphur, cement, insecticides) and sometimes materiais, with 
much greater faciiitg and iiberality than the supply services 
(services de ravitaillement). 


The following exampies may be cited: 


(1) The request addressed by the Spears Mission to the 
agricultural services of the States of the Levant that 
they inform it of the quentities of vegetabie seeds 
that they might need, with a view to importing them. 


(2) The setting up and direct pursuit of experiments 
in the growing of different varieties of wheat. 


(3) The Spears Mission got directiy into touch with 
the importers of agricuitural machinery and encouraged 
them to piace orders under its auspices for tractors 
to be imported from America, the Spears Mission fur- 
nishing the necessary references in order to obtain 
authorizations for exportation and for shipping space. 


(4) The Spears Mission gave cement from the quantities 


reserved to the to one of its contractors who, 
working with the U.E.C., obtained other quantities 
elsewhere. 


In the industrial domain, it seems that the Economic Offi- 
cers also operate directly, in about the seme sense as do the 
agriculturai officers. 


address themselves directiy to producers, ask them 
infa@mation on their insteliations and their needs, with a 
view they say of importing the necessary machines and raw 
materiais. ‘ 


Sometimes these latter (cotton thread, sugar, oii seeds, 
tin for ing, corn, etc.) are distributed by the United 
cial Corporation without any liaison with the 
existing services of coordination and under conditions that 
are not always very profitable to the general interest. 
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In the case in point, the United Kingdom Commercial Corp- 
oration, which disposes of shi space both for imports and 
exports, of great financing possibilities, and of certain im- 
pert monopoiies, acts as an especiaity favored merchant, and 
increasingly gives the impression that it is the obligatory 
channel through which industrial supplies must pass. 


Purthermore, at the iast meeting of the Superior Commission 
of Suppiies which took piace om August 24th, the representatives 
of the two States of the “event protested against the action of 
the U.K.C.C., declaring that it should cease to act both as an 
officies and as a private organization. Its official character 
should oblige it to pass, for the distribution of its imports, 
through the Superior Commission for Suppiies, and prohibit it 
from all direct interventions on the internal market. 


In comection with these interventions, certain examples 
of arbitrary intrusions of the British 7 in the appropriae- 
tion and distribution of raw materiais or finished products 
might be evoked. 


Here are some significant cases? 


(1/ The British Army having requisitioned a warehouse be- 
Jonging to a building materiai merchant, Mr. Tabbal, cer- 
ri f ali the materials stored there. It had under- 
taken in writing to leave at our disposal the "controlied" 
materials, among which there were 473 tons of iron rods 
for reinforced concrete and 71 tons of girders, as well 
as 21 tons of black sheet iron. After having created 
numerous difficulties in delivering the goods covered 
by coupons given out for this stock, the Royal 
Stores informed us by letter of August 2lst that the 
stock is entirely exhausted end that in case of urgent 

~ need for the public services we shouid address a request 
to the R.G. of the aos through the Economic Coun- 

8 8 * 


(2) The stocks of cement placed each month at the dis- 
posal of the local supply offices vary from one hundred 
to three hundred tons, whereas their needs are from one 
thousend to one thousand three hundred tons. 


However, the British Army distributes to its contrac- 
tors quantities so great that they are abie to divert an 
important quantity and to thus suppiy the biack market 


which is itiberaliy furnished, but s at 160 Syrien 
? the ton, whereas the officially established price 
s 73 pounds. 


(S) British Aymy camtractors are also supplied with iron 
rods fa reinforced concrete construction in @antities 

that permit them to suppiy continuaily the bidck market 

at from one thousand to tweive hundred Syrianspounis the 
ton, whereas the officiaiiy established prices vary from 
410 to 477 pounds, according to the diameters. 


In these conditions it is very difficult to supply 
civilian demands, and as the iocal suppiy services are 
controlied by Freneh officials, the opinion is spreading 
that we are incapable of obteining from the British au- 
toe the products required for the needs of the 
co Tye 
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Enclosure to despatch “o. 481 of Septeuber 24, 1942, 
from the American Consulate General, Beirut, Lebanon. 





Without wishing to revert to questions now settied and 
filed, it should be pointed out that subordinate British offi- 
clels frequentiy deai directiy with the iocai authorities or 
populations without consulting the interested French services, 
end sometimes ini a sense harmful to good administration. 

These interventims usualiy touch on political questions 
or are in domains closely connected with politics. Let us men- 
tion as a reminder, the action of certain British officers as 

regerds the populatias of the Euphrates which led to the san- 

incidents of last autum, actions to which at the time 

ral Catroux called the attention of mr. wyttleton and Gen- 
erals Auchinleck md Wilson. 


More recentiy, the British services and especiali Captain 
Pritchard, in the te territory have committed certain acts 
ageinst which the @gate has formally protested and concern~ 
ing which an inquiry has been opened. 


In stions of security also, cases occur in which the 
British ity Mission takes the initiative in questions in- 
coon the eté ernie or other Freund services winow | 
cons ag them. To one example many cases, 
weasaan Wheat ty Mission at Demascus wrote on eh ll, 1942, 
to the Seeretary Generalyef the Electricity Company to ask for 
a complete iist of the re of the Board, of the Administra- 
tion, amd of the empiocyees\of that Company. 


~ Pinally, in the economic and financial sphere, we have had 
to call attention to regrettable iocai interventions by British 
officials. : x 
Here is one of the most recent cases: that of a request 
addressed by an individuei to the Director of the Foreign Ex- 
co “ifice, which was viseed by the rolitical Officer at 
Leppo. 


; f 
4nd encther: The work for the instaliation and distributior 
of water at Deir~-ez-Zor was executed by the British without tek- 
ing inte account the recommendations of the Counseior far Pub~ 


4ic Works of the Syrian Republic. 


a UGE tty somes Segrettabie sosnttatiens ten 
ri y cause regre 4e compi ons 
stuaaioweahaen oF the two countries. More serious stili, they 

oreate an atmosphere that is léttie favorabie to the harmon- 
ious deveLopment of Frenco-British coiiaboration. 
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CROSS-REFERENCE FILE 


NOTE 


SUBJECT Celebration of first anniversary of proclamation of Lebanese 
independence. Submits information and comments relative to~, 


For the original paper from which reference is taken 


See MOL Abbe Spm 
(Wespatch, telegram, instruction, letter, eto.) 

Dated .......November. 27.1942. FYom™|  Betrut (Wadsworth ) 
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. We Srne Road es teatetuntien You 
<  & he Secretary of State 
its Washington. 


zy 
Sir: |= 








' I a the honor to transmit herewith translation 
i of a z Nave she hanor_to_irangait ne the Lebanese 
Colony in S8 Paulo proposes to present to the Minister 
)! of Foreign Affairs regarding the recognition of the 
‘ y Lebanese Republic as an independent State. <A cop 
q? of this Memorial was obtained through the Consul 


é q eral at S&o Paulo, to whom a member of the Lebanese 
“e Colony has furnished it. 
Respectfully yours, 
For the Ambassador: 


= 


y Dal x 
1h q Simmons, 


Counselor of Embassy. 


sla on of Memorial. 
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Enclosure to Despatch No. 9804 


of Jan 16, 1943 from the En- 
bassy at Bio de Janeiro, 
TRANSLATION 


EXMO. SNR. DR. OSWALDO ARANHA 
MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF BRAZIL. 


Mr. Minister: 


The undersigned, in the name of the Lebanese residents 
in Brazil, have the honor to submit for Your Excellency's 
consideration the following successive communications which 
they have received from The Lebanon: ; 


The first, from the Minister for Foreign Affairs, through 
the British Consul General in S&o Paulo, is couched in the fol- 
lowing terms:- 


“S80 ‘Paulo, March 28, 1942. 
"Illmo. Snr. Basflio Jafet. 


“T have been instructed to transmit to you the 
following message from the Foreign Minister of The 
Lebanon, dated Beirut, the 17th of this month: 


“'The Lebanese Government is counting 
on you, in agreement with Aziz Nader and 
Jorge Maluf, to obtain from the Brazilian 
Government recognition of the independence 
of The Lebanon, 


7 “His Excellency adds that due to local circumstances 
in Beirut, it was not possible officially to inform the 
Brazilian Government that the Independence of The Lebanon 
had been established, but he expects to do this shortly. 


"The telegram from Beirut is signed *Hamid', 


(s) R. T. Smallbones, 
British Consul General." 


In reply, the following tedegram was despatched: 
"June 6, 1942. 


"Sr. Hamid Franjieh, Minister for Foreign Affairs of the 
Lebunese Republic, Beirut. 


“We thank you for your recommendation of March 17th. 
We have taken the necessary steps in the meantime are 
awaiting your official. covaunication to Brazilian Gov- 
ermment in order 1" negotiate definitively recognition 
independence our Lebanon, 


"uas{lio Jafet 
"Jorge Maluf 
- “Aziz Nader," 


a 


Under date of June 17th, the following reply was re- 
ceived: 


"Bas{lio Jafet, S&o Paulo. 


"Our official communication was transmitted 
yesterday through the Consulate. Inform me 
of the result. Thanks. 


"Minister of Foreign Affairs - 
"Hamid Franjieh." 


In spite of this official communication, the signa- 
tories of the present Memorial judged that moment inoppor- 
tune for the inception of the necessary démarches with 
Your Excellency, because of the international situation. 


Later, however, events followed one another in swift 
succession, taking on a more definite trend, until on 
November 21st. last the undersigned received from the city 
of Beirut, capital of The Lebanon, the following telegram:- 


"Snr. Basf{lio Jafet. 


"The Diplomatic Agent of the United States of 
America presented Letters of Credence to the 
President of the Lebanese Republic which imply 
recognition of the independence of The Lebanon 
upon the bases of the firm principles of the 
Atlantic Charter, and express warm wishes for 

: the prosperous future of The Lebanon, as well 
as a closer approximation between the two coun- 
tries." 


Another telegram received at the same time by the 
American Consul General in S&o Paulo, signed by Mr. Cordell 
Hull, Secretary of State, a copy of which was furnished us, 
confirmed this information, stating: 


"Wadsworth presented credentials to the 
Lebanese President on November 19, accrediting 
him to the Government of the Lebanese Kepublic 
as Diplomatic Agent and Consul General of the 
United States. - Hull." 


The evolution of these events, succinctly set forth 
above,» permits us to request Your Excellency to study the 
matter with the care you have always shown in dealing with 
subjects connected with the interests of the Lebanese, 
and, after having verified the justice of the cause in ques- 
tion, to urge the clear-sighted Brazilian Government to the 
recognition of the independence of The Lebanon. 


We know only too well the high degree of civic pride 
of the great Brazilian people, of whom Your Excellency is 
one of the most outstanding representatives. We know also 
high highly they prize liberty, and their unconditional 
support of the aspirations for independence of other peoples. 
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Therefore the Lebanese, who have taken root in 
Brazil throughout the course of many years and who by 
their honest toil have contributed to the progress of 
this blessed land, the beloved fatherland of their 
children, expect from the just and clear spirit of 
Your Excellency the materialisation of the step herein 
requested, which is in accordance with the high and 
noble traditions of the policies which have always been 
followed by Brazil. 


The signatories of this Memorial express, in the 
name of their compatriots, gratitude for your considera- 
tion and their wishes for the personal happiness of Your 
Excellency and ever-increasing greatness of Brazil. 


Respectful greetings. 


trans: mvj 


CROSS-REFERENCE FILE 


NOTE 


SUBJECT Misconception of present relations between our government 
and governments of Syria and Lebanon; Reporting on con- 
versation between Mr. McGregor of American Embassy in 
Mexico and Mr. Beshara B. Karam of Syro-Lebanese colony 
in Mexico regarding - as seen by members of said colony. 
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For ie original paper from which reference is taken 
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CROSS-REFERENCE FILE 


NOTE 


Government of Lebanon 


Reporte that certain people believe t hat the - hould 
be an independent country. Comments regarding the 
Presidentés views towards elections. Believes that the 
American Missiondhould support this independence. 
Detailed information regarding same. 


For the original paper from which reference is taken 
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CROSS-REFERENCE FILE 


NOTE 


SUBJECT Conference of National Bloc Jeaders held in Damascus to 
eleborate a progrem for participation in electoral campaign. 


Submits information relative to -. 
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For the original paper from which reference is taken 


Dated... Feb.12,.1943 — Beirut. (Wadsworth ) 
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CROSS-REFERENCE FILE 


NOTE 


SUBJECT 


Elections of the Labanese Government. 


Submits information in regard to conversation with Gwynn 


concerning report from President Maccache in connection 
with the -. 


For the original paper from which reference is taken 
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NOTE 


SUBJECT Resolve to reinforce the independence of syria and Lebanon, 
signed by French National Committee. Reports publication 
in newspaper megarding -. 
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CROSS-REFERENCE FILE 


NOTE 


SUBJECT 


Suggested Irandan and (Breziiian) recognition of Syrian and 


Lebamese independence. Departure for Tehran of: the Iranian 
Delegate, Mr. Abbas Foreuhar, where he will discuss the-, 


For the original paper from which reference is taken 
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CROSS-REFERENCE FILE 


NOTE 


SUBJECT teiecram received from Arab Union Regarding Status of 
Syria and Lebannon; Some Observations on Current 
Egyptian Interest in Arab Collaborations 


Encloses copy of telegram from Arab tnion dated Feb- 
ruary 8, 1943, translated from Arabic. 
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SUBJECT Rights of this Government and Americans nationals in Syria 
and Lebenon. 


Submits views concerning -. 
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SUBJECT Correspondence between Lebanese Government and 
General Catroux concerning transfer of Powers: 
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NOTE 


SUBJECT British Army Recommendations for reforms in the Lavant 
States; 


Encloses memorandum dated January 23, 1943 from Lebanon. 
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NOTE 


SUBJECT Proclamations of the 


independence of Syria and Lebanon: 


Encloses copy of the Department's preus release No. 574 dated 
Nov. 29, 1941 with regard to -. 
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NOTE 


SUBJECT Establishment of Provisional Gevernment in lebanon, under 
leadership of Dr. Ayoub Tabet March 18,1945. Mncloses memoran- 
dum on- prepared by Secretary Gwynn on March 26 tracing care- 
fully this latest "chapter in Lebanese constituti:nal histary”. 
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BOARD OF ECONOMIC WARFARE 
WASHING TONLE KLE D 
CEPART MENT OF STATE 
In reply refer to! 
1042 NOV 14 AM 9 22 


NS 5, 1942 
tiie 1ONS 
AhD REC OROS 


Mr. oo Subject: Re telephone 
conversation 

wie of State 

Dear Mr. Kohler: 

Confirming our telephone conversation, I am pleased to 

enclose herewith a copy of the Memorandum prepared for 

Mr. Wadsworth shortly before his departure. 

I shall contact Mr. Berry the early part of this coming 

week and will advise you when arrangements are made for 


a luncheon. 


Very truly yours, 





Ba ° ef 
Intelligence Sources Section 
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Respectfully yours, 


Ghief, Intelligence Source Section 
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WASHINGTON, D. C. 
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JUN 30 1943 


Seems June 28, 1943 


We recently talked over the question of 
tion of the independence of the Levant 


* I need not rehearse the past history of 
this question, which is familiar to us both. ‘The 
aspect of it which we particularly discussed was the 

4 ) yp i question of early recognition by the United States 
¢ a Government. The view which I put to you, on the 

ya instructions of the Foreign Office, was that if the 

gt a United States Government felt able to accord early 
recognition, this would be in accordance with our 

common policy of increasing the independent status 

of Syria and Lebanon so far as this can be done in 

war time and- within a vital war area, would have a 
most favourable effect not only in Syria and the 


— * 
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—e Lebanon, but in the surrounding Arab stateg, and 

cS { 

would help to counter enemy propaganda which is” Pe ~~ | 

tap 

Mr. P.H, Alling, wo 
United States Department of State, = 

(bec: alta na ilinseadatisacabhaehaiopabiensesise Washington, D DC. whl Sec lipR Lasivindda saa d a) 


-i- . Sg 


trying to play off the Allies against each other in 

the Middle East and thus weaken security and tranquility 
there. Any anxiety on the score of treaty rights” 
might be met either by a specific reservation or by 
obtaining a special assurance from the Syrian and 
Lebanese Governments. 

You informed me that the United States Govern-~ 
ment are bearing in mind the possibility of 
recognition of Syria and the Lebanon, and that when 
the forthcoming elections in the two states have 
taken place, and constitutional governments have 
been formed, might consider that the time had come 
to accord it. I need not say how much I should 
appreciate any further information you could give 
me on a matter which is of such importance to the 
“common policy we are pursuing in the Middle East. 


Pah L lasiylt 
a 





No. 168. i AMERICAN LEGATION 
vaP Ss = Beirut, Lebanon 
i NIVIGION OF August 235, 1943 fe 
} | N A te ft te tp ¢ 
Ho sean Megha | P5- 
# SUBJECT: Electoral Crisis and Change of Government . 


qq ~~ PG! ‘HEA: ap SA 
/ : ay , 


The Honorable (\ | . 4Gae 
The Secretary of State, ,. fe 
Washington, D. Cc. 


Sir: 





Supplementing my current series of telegrams on 
the subject noted above, I have the honor to submit 
the following documented review of outstanding events 

up to the appointment by Free French Delegate 


General Helleu July 21, eed of Mr. Petro as 

"Chief of State" “ he qo doe oye pre v5 

Me PA ) as OTe OR, 0} 
4% wi awe fo effe y supplement, too, my 


‘seiauieaie a as. “18 of April 2, 1943, " eapaet ian the oust- 
ing by Monsieur ‘Helleu's predecessor, General Catroux, 
on March 18, last, of the ré headed by President 
Alfred Naccache and installation in its stead of an 

intervening provisional vaulos under Dr. Ayoub Tabet 
who, as "Chief of State - Chief of Government", 

charged, as is now his successor, primarily with ¢ the 

i task of holding parliamentary elections designed to 
establish a first "independent" Lebanese constitutional 

, government. 
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In such oustings and appointments, objective ob- 
servers here have seen a crystallization of Free French 
policy as it has developed during and since the disturb- 
ing visit of General de Gaulle in the summer of 1942. 

tion of Lebanese independence, proclaimed by 
Ca on November me 1941, has taken on progressively 
‘ the color of a pious hope for the distant future; even 
* * partial realization of "limited" sovereignty being con- 
ditiomed on prior entry into effect of a strongly pro- ‘ 
. tectorate-type Franco-Lebanese treaty of alliance. ~ A 


Increasing emphasis has been laid on the "preemin- 
ent, privileged — of France, on its long- 
"historic rights in the Levant" and on the pre 
responsibilities of Free France as custodian 
of the interests of "la France Sternelle". Let cite 
. three examples of early Free Prench declarati of 
y Poldey, wi DIVIBION OF a 


POLITICAL STUDIES 














j UA 
Y es 


1) Catroux's 7; c 


ees DEPAK} MENT OF STATE i 
hy Te LE Ee oe o 
nd g a Ee ; ff 


1, 2/ 


1) Catroux's announcement on the eve of 

“French invasion of the country on June 8, 
1941, had begun: "I come to put an end to the 
régime of the mandate and to proclaim you free 
and independent.* ; 


The last year, however, has seen increasing empha- 
sis laid on the juridical concept that the mandate could 
not be terminated or even modified except with the con- 
sent of the League Council. Plenary mandatory authority 
is, in fact, exercised today the Free French; and 
British Ninth Army “occupation” is viewed as an unfor- 
tunately necessary if happily transient exigency of war. 


2) De Gaulle communicated the Catroux declar- 
ation of inde to the League Secretariat 
in his much-cited note of November 28, 1941. 
Therein he stated categorically, if inter alia, 
that "the independence and sovereignty of Syria 
and of Lebanon will, in fact, have no other limi- 
—— those resulting from the exigencies 
or war." 


French policy during the last year, however, has 
ene rather the concluding consideration of the 
Catroux declaration. "It is necessary," he said, "that 
permanent settlement ... (be based on) ... a Franco- 
Lebanese treaty which will definitely confirm the in- 
dependence of the country." 


3) In his original letter of instructions to 
Catroux, de Gaulle wrote under date of June 24, 
19413: you will assume the powers until now ex- 
ercised by the High Commissioner of France 
establishment of a new government ... (with which 
you will enter into negotiations for the conclu- 
sion of a treaty of alliance ... The mandate with 
ee was charged ... must end (doit prendre 

. 


However, in a “rectification" of these instruc- 
tions shed on August 28, 1942, in the "Official 
J of Fighting France", emphasis was laid rather 
on Catroux's responsibility to negotiate treaties "in- 
stituting CO ees and ce*® and "safe- 

the rights and interests of France". And, 
tead of prescribing simply that the mandate “must 
end", provision was made that it should be brought to 
an end (doit 6tre conduit & son terme)". 


As the texts of this original instruction and 
"rectification" not be available to the De t, 
copies are enclosed. I have them from my Belgian col- 
league. The first has been published in Free French 

"literature". The second he obtained from 
a gar member of the Delegation General. 


General Spears, the British Minister, to whom copies 
were also given, had not previously seen the "rectifica- 
tion". He expressed himself as fully in accord with my 
foregoing comment as to the significance thereof. 
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In the light of this increasingly evident shift 
Free French policy, observers here were agreed that 
primary French-conceived duty of the Tabet govern- 
would be to facilitate the elections of a pro- 
chamber of deputies and of the latter to re- 
parliamentary ratification of the still-born 
1936 Franco-Lebanese treaty of alliance. 


It soom appeared, however, that Dr. Tabet, while 
not averse to furthering the general trend of French 
policy, conceived his government's réle to be substan- 
tially broader than that of a neutral, transitional 
“ministére d'affaires". 


"How", he once asked me, "can I hold honest elec- 
tions unless I first replace venal officials?” Reforms, 
he insisted, were needed-~of administrative practice, 
rationing, wage scales, taxation, control of profiteer- 
ing, et cetera. He persuaded himself, as one observer 
put it, that he was "God's gift to Lebanon"; and he 

to act ac » by is a series of 
decrees designed to bring about his desired reforms. 


ay 


Elections, he felt, should be postponed to as late 
a date ae poseible--to permit him to achieve such re- 
forms. He soon discarded any pretence that he did not 
sags oven aspire to the presidency of the lic. 

considered himself Lebanon's outstanding patriot; 
oo would do well, he felt, to choose him for the 
° CO 


It was this aspect of his brief ré which 
prompted a. colleague's repor comment (tele- 
gram noe of July 21, 7 pem-) that Dr. Tabet's re- 
moval was “a step. in the right direction"; he had "turned 
out to be a di tment and dictatorial, pretty. much 
of a conceited old fool". 


In own view, this judgment is unwarrantedly 
harsh. the great majority of political ly-conscious 
Christien Lebanese, Dr. Tabet feels that the most men- 
acing threat to his country's political and territorial 
integrity is the British-favored Arab Unity movement. 


To hin, sm is pen-Islamiem; Free France, 
successor to Catholic France, is Lebanon's best inmme- 
diate defense. If, later, United Nations victory 
insures international guarantee of such int ty, so 
mach the better. At a formal dinner I gave his 
honor, he stated loudly so that all might hear: "I 
want no political ties of any sort with de or the 
other Arab countries; we have our own national life 


He added significantly: "General Catroux made me 
Chief of State; when he isa .me to hold elections I 
shall do so." And this brings me, with en expression 

ret, should I have ummecessarily labored these 
eragraphs, to the immediate subject of the 
atc presented im considerable ex- 
i, I trust it will be found of helpful 
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On June 17 Dr. Tabet issued two electoral decrees, 
nos. 49 and 50. Copies are enclosed. 


In brief, the effect of decree no. 49 was to 
specify what persons should be included in calculat- 
ing, for electoral purposes, the population of Lebanon. 
These were: a) all those whose names on December 31, 
1942, had been recorded in the official registers of 
"6tat civil", whether resident in or temporarily ab- 
sent from the country; and b) those Lebm ese ants 
who, although permanently domiciled abroad, had "opted" 
in favor of Lebanese nationality. 


It will be recalled: a) that, the Treaty of 
Lausanne, Ottoman subjects resident abroad, if born in 
the territory of one of the "detached" Ottoman provinces, 
were afforded the privilege of opting during the years 
1924-26 for Turkish nationality or for the nationality 
of the successor state in the territory of which they 
were born; end b) that, by a Pranco-Turkish exchange 
of notes in 1936, at the time of the cession to Turkey 
of the Syrian Sanjak of Alexandretta, this privile 
was revived, for the years 1956-38, in favor of al 
emigrants of Lebanese and Syrian origin. 


During the latter two years, I am told, a campaign 
of some vigor was conducted by French consulates in the 
principal countries of Lebanese emigration smeeetey in 
the United States, Brazil and other American republics) 
to induee such persons to opt for Lebanese nationality. 

eted option petitions were forwarded to the French 
High Commission in Beirut where the optants! declara- 
tions were checked against local records. 


Pinally, by decision (translation enclosed) of the 
Lebanese Secretary of State (Ministry of Interior) dated 
October 24, 1940, all those optants whose petitions had 
been approved were formally registered as Lebanese citi- 
zens. They numbered just short of 160,000. 


In the light of what follows it is interesting to 
note: a) that the Secretary of State in qestion was 
the same Abdullah Beyhum who is today Secretary of 
State of the present Lebanese Government; b) that the 
_" of 160,000 is 15 percent of the country's end- 

1 total registered “resident" population of 1,084,000; 
and c) that, of the 160,000 optants, some 19,000 only 
were Moslems (including Druzes). 


Details of this tion break-down are shown 
in the enclosed offic tabulation, kindly prepared 
for me by the Chief of State's Secretariat. The fol- 
lowing table, based thereon, with figures shown to the 
ee enone, will, it is believed, be of 
interest: 
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s 5, ews are es 
end may, as they are in the following discussion, be ig- 
nored as an electoral factor. 


The interest in these figures lies, of course, in 
their effect, under Lebanese electoral procedure, on the 
nugber of deputies to be chosen not by, but to represent, 
each of the different commmities. It will be noted 
that in 1952 Moslems formed 48 percent of the popula- 
tion, whereas today (with optents included) their per- 
centage is only 42. 


try is divided; the results being the number of deputies 
(by sectarian affiliation) which the voters in each of 
such “con must elect by the French system 
of "“scrutin de liste". 


‘In 1937 of Lebanon's last parliamentary elec- 
tions, an ele 1 quotient of 20,000 was divided into 
the 1882 census figures, thus necessitat the elee- 


tion of ea total of 20 Moslem and 22 Christian deputies; 
ea this yeer, with the electoral quotient at 

by into the population figures recorded 
above, the totals, under the Tabet decrees, were 22 
Moslems as aguinst 52 Christians. 


ound a schedule the number of deputies 


to be chosen (by sectarian affiliation) for each elec- 
tereal district. Its totals, ¢ ed with those of 


the 1937 elections are shown in following table: 
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Distr tate 1937 = "1943 1937 : 1945 19357 - 1943 
North Lebanon 4 4 5 7 9 11 
Mount Lebanon 4 5 8 14 12 19 
Beirut 2 3 4 5 6 8 

6 7 2 8 
4 5 35 7 





It should be noted, however, that, while this table 
shows an increase in the proportion of Christian depu-~ 
ties from 52 to 58 percent, their percentage in the 
last Chamber was, in fact, 56 percent. This resulted 
from the fact that in addition to the 42 elected depu- 
ties, a further 21 (one-third of the whole) were appointed 
by the French High Commissioner without reference to cen- 
sus proportion. 


In point of fact, eight of the 21 were Moslems and 
the remaining 135 Christians; giving a total Chamber of 
65, made up of 28 Moslems and 35 Christians, or a per- 
centage ratio of 44-56. In the new Chamber, Lebanon's 
first under "independent" régime, there could, of course, 
be no French-appointed deputies. 

7 Dr. Tabet has explained to me that his choiée of 
the 54-deputy figure was designed to be a "happy medium" 
between the 42 elected and 63 total number of deputies 
in the last Chamber. He had, he said, obtained Monsieur 
Helleu's full approval; his decrees were actually drafted 
by the Legal Adviser to the Delegation General. 


Actually, the reaction of Lebanese Moslem leaders 
to these decrees was anything but happy. On June 19, 
the day following publication, a representative group 
of some 60 Beirut Moslems met with the Mufti of Lebanon. 
After discussion, they drafted and sig a strong pro- 
test, copies of which were sent "to Lebanon Govern- 
ment and the Free French Delegate General and to the 
representatives of Great Britain, United States, Egypt, 
Iraq and the other United Nations". 


A trenslation of this protest is enclosed. It 
demanded rescinding of the Tabet decrees and holding 
of elections on the basis either of the old 20-22 ratio 
or of one which would be established on the result of 
a new general census. Elsewise, boyoott would be recom- 
mended to all Moslems. 


The situation idly developed into what my tele- 
gram noe. 214 of June 24, 5 peme, termed "a serious 
politico-religious electo crisis". Never in the 
inter-war years of Lebanese constitutional history had 


Moslem 


8, 9/ 
10, 13/ 


12/ 
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Moslems (Sunnis, Shias and Druzes) presented so united 
a front demending the substantive equality of treatment 
to which, it was held, their numbers entitled them. 


A leading Druze Sheikh made to me the astonish- 
ing statement: "We are Moslems, for we accept Islam 
(submission to the will of Allah) while repudiating 
Mohammad as the Prophet of Allah.*® 


The Mufti keynoted: "We are tw brothers (Moslems 
and Christians) in one house, equal heirs to our fath- 
er's heritage." Hotblooded Moslem pan-Arabists added: 
"A heritage exploited for twenty years by Catholic 
Prance in its owm interests and in those of Maronite 
Mount Lebanon.* 


"Separatist" claims were refurbished; if such un- 
fairness was to mark "independent" Lebanon's constitu- 
tional début, Moslems_had best work from the outset for 
the return to Syria of the predominantly Moslem prov- 
inces: Sunni Tripoli in the north, Shia Jebel Aamel in 
the south, and mixed Sunni-Shia Baalbec-Beqaa and Anti- 
Lebanon in the east. 


7 last-mentioned telegram and its supplement, 

noe 217 of June 28, 6 pem., reported the suite: a 
gathering of provincial Moslem notables who, with the 
Beirut group, constituted themselves a "Moslem Congress" 
and chose an "Executive Committee", otherwise known as 
the “Moslem Executive"; and a partial capitulation by 
the Tabet Government... 


The capitulation, in the form of an official an- 
neuncement dated June 27, read as follows: "The Gov- 
ermment has decided to hold a general census before 
elections." And elections were decreed for September 
26-27, latest date possible wnder Catroux's decree of 
March 25 (see annex no. 8 to memorandum enclosed with 
despatch noe 76 of April 2, 1943). 


Copies of this Tabet-Government announcement and 
decree are enclosed herewith; together with copies of 
two politico-legal protests wae aoe the Moslem 
Executive under dates of June 24 and y 8 respectively 
to the Lebanese Chief of State and French Delegate Gen- 
eral. 


These two protests argued: that, legally, the 
Tabet Government exceeded its legislative authority 
in modifying the basis for holding elections (notably 
by including the 160,000 ae @ question which 
should have been left to the new Chember); end that, 
politically, the effect was seriously "to prejudice Jf 
the interests of the Moslem commnities which form not 
less than the half of the inhabitants of Lebanon". 


To complete this facet of documentation, I 
enclose also a copy of an undated (late June) Lebanese 
Office memorandum (addressed to Helleu) de- 
si to establish, on the basis of cited legislative 
texts, the propriety of the decrees of June 17, notably 
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as to the inclusion of the 160,000 optants. Such in- 
clusion, it concludes, was a “moral and juridical ob- 
ligation"; as was the according of Lebanese nationality 
to the optants "a right under the (Lausanne) treaty 
which no Lebanese Government might (properly) contest". 


One further and highly important item: On June 26 
the Moslem Executive despatched to Cairo one of its men- 
bers, a former Lebanese premier, to appeal to tian ¢ 
Premier Nahas Pasha for his support and intervention. 

He bere "credentials" (translation enclosed) strikingly 
pen-Arab and pen-Islemioc in spirit and content. The 
following extracts merit, I believe, direct qotation: 


(We) delegate to you Ahmad Bey Daouk ... to 
reveal to Your Eminence the particular position 
which your brothers the Arab Moslems ... have 
forced upon them ... (by) a policy ... the object 
of which is to lay obstacles in the way of Mos- 
lems and reduce them to the status of minorities ... 


We appeal to your enlightened conscience and 
to your Islamic zeal, asking your actual inter- 
vention ... adjuring you by Allah to exert all 
your power and influence to lift all injury and 
harm from us ... (and) assure that the country 
resume its democratic life ... 


A country which will assume its share of 
duties side by side with the Arab countries, wrk 
for unity with them and participate in their ef- 
forts to support the United Nations and collabor- 
ate fully in preserving peace and building a new 

i world. 

This mission coincided with a visite d'adieux made 
to Lebanon by Catroux who had become a member of the 
Pighting French Committee of National Liberation and 
“Coordinator of Moslem Affairs". It was successful, as 
witnessed by my next enclosure, a letter written by Nehas 
to Catroux under date of July 4. 


In its preamble, this letter, after compliments, 
voiced concern that Lebanese elections had been ordered 
held two months later than those of Syria and that the 
chenge of the deputy-ratio from 20-22 to 22-32 "wounds 
Moslems! feelings and harms their dignity and interests". 
He could not "remain inactive before this p inful situ- 
ation and the appeal of the Moslem leaders". 


His "disinterested" suggestion, Nahas concluded, 
was "to not to a general census" but "to hold 
te the 19359 (sic) proportion and thus allocate 29 depu- 
ties to the Christian commmities and 25 to the Moslem 
community®. He was “confident® that the General “would 
face — delicate problem" and “find a just and appeas- 
ing solu * “ 5 


Nothing loath, for the problem had disturbed him 
Lou » Catroux went straight to its vortex. On 
July 9 he called personally on the Mufti. The Nahas 
suggestion off escape from the politico-legal im- 
passe. Our officially-controlled press of July 11 
reported him as saying: 
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I value your friendship ... Lebanon has an 
existence we will always defend. It makes with 
Syria two independent political and geographical 
units ... I was born a Christian, but I have the 
Serpent sentiments of amity towards Moslems and 
Islam. 


The upshot, as reported in my telegram no. 229, 
of July 16, 6 pom., was that the Moslem Executive ac- 
cepted the Nahas s stion when reinforced by supple- 
mentary assurances given by Catroux. These latter 
were to the general effect that a neutral government 
would be appointed to conduct early, fair elections 
on the basis of the existing law. 


This, 1% was agreed, according to information given 
me by members of the Moslem Executive, was to be achieved 
by relegating Dr. Tabet to figure-head status as simple 
Chief of State and investing his authority as Chief of 
Government in a Moslem minister of state agreeable to 
both Moslem Executive and Catroux. And qpstions of 
registration of optmts, general census and modification 
of the electoral law were to be left for settlement by 
the new Chamber. 


Catroux's intervention and assurances as well ag 
the Moslem Executive's acceptance thereof soon became 
general kmowledge. The dramatis personae changed ab- 
ruptly. Moslem leaders, now placated, had held the 
scene. Irate Christian clerics took their places. The 
Maronite Patriarch, most influential among them, assumed 
the leading r6le. 


. As early as July 9, His Beatitude issued a "Pro- 
clamation to the Lebanese People" (copy enclosed) which 
urged Moslem-Christian harmony, reproached the Moslem 
leaders for their electoral pretension, denied the ex- 
istence of any strong separatist sentiment among Shias 
or Druzes end warned that continuing dissension wuld 
"lead fatally to loss of independence and maintenance 
of _ —s On July 13 he telegraphed to Dr. Tabet 
as follows: 


We resist every endeavor designed to effect 
a change in the decrees of your just Government 
relating to the census and distribution of Parlia- 
mentary seats. We support your Government in its 
noble historic attitude. 


Former President Bmile Bddé and other lay Christian 
leaders called to reaffirm their thesis that Lebanon, 
for thirteen centuries a Christian refuge, must remain 
predominantly Christian in culture. Today its Chris-~ 
tiams were more highly educated and "civilized" than 
its Moslems, and more numerous. Did Catroux's new of- 
fice of Coordinator of Moslem Affairs mean that he must 
be also Destructor of Christian Interests? 


Dr. Tabet, among his co-religionists, became almost 
a "man of the hour", because he stood firmly against 
the Catroux-Moslem_compromise and against any political 
ties with the Moslem hinterland. But this stand was of 
little avail emd of short duration. 


Catroux 
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18, 10/ 


Catroux had left for Algiers on July 16, in the 
midst of the Christian outcry of test. In a broad- 
cast farewell address he urged tolerance and harmony. 


Then, from the Committee of Liberation, four days 
later, came instructions. I know no one who has seen 
the text; but, if only from the rapid happenings of the 
day, their stance was clear: the Tabet Government 
must go and the Catroux compromise be put into effect. 


A letter from Helleu requesting Dr. Tabet's resig- 
nation was delivered to him the same evening July 20. 
A copy is enclosed. It paid tribute to his bvatrictic 
virtues" but stated nevertheless that "the difficulties 
of the hour would be more readily resolved by a new Gov- 
— ee had not itself been directly involved 

ire Py 


To the French officials who brought him the letter, 
Dre Tabet was caustic: Was General Catroux still High 
Commissioner (sic) of Lebanon? To me he explained later 
that he could not refuse such a request from the author- 
ity which had appointed him to office. His reply, after 
simple aclmowledgment, concluded: "In view of this re- 
quest, the Government which I preside retires." Copy 
is enclosed. 


The following morning, July 21, Helleu issued two 
decrees, nos. 3500 and 301. Copies ars enclosed. 


The first prescribed that a French-appointed Chief 
of State should emi ang = ~~ sto Si 
eer ae, 2800 on of a President o Ce 
As chief executive, he would “be assisted by" a Secre- 
t end one Assistant Secretary of State. As chief 
logleleter; he would act “at the instance of" the Sec- 
retary of State. ' . 


The second decree appointed Mr. Petro Trad to the 
office. A Greek Orthodox yet moderately pro-French, 
sixty-one years old yet active physically end in the 
law, three times President of the Chamber but not a 
candidate for reelection, he was a sound compromise 
choice. His primary task would be to hold early par- 
liamentary elections. 


As Secretary of State, he chose venerable and res- 
pected Abdulleh Beyhum, a Moslem dignitary agreeable 
both to Helleu and to the Moslem Executive; as Assist- 
ant Secretary, Toufic Aouad, forty-year-old lawyer, 
relative and candidate of the Maronite Patriarch but 
enjoying little esteem among either his co-religionists 
or professional colleagues or in British circles. 


The new Government set at once to work to attempt 
to solve the electoral crisis. Catroux had favored a 
hi with a Moslem-Christian ratio of 25-29. 
The iP ae to return to the former 63-deputy 
Ghamber with ite 28-355 ratio. ‘The first meant a Chris- 
tian percentage of 54, the second of 56. 


Here General Spears entered the lists, having re- 
turned from a five ee cee to _—— - > 
in telegram ‘ no 3 August 2 Bele 

sau Catroux in Algiers and been impressed need for 


prompt 


20/ 


21, 22/ 


hte 


prompt solution. His compromise formmla favored the 

lower total number of deputies, because based on ap- 

proximate population records, but with an increase of 
one (a Maronite) in the number of Christian deputies, 
thus providing fer a 55-deputy Chamber with a compro- 
mise 55 percent Christian majority. 


Such a compromise was not unreasonable. Spears 
obtained the Moslem Executive's assent on condition 
that a general census be held within two years and 
Chamber seats be readjusted accordingly. But the 
Christians demurred; and Spears and Helleu decided the 
compromise should be imposed. 


Word of this decision reached the Patriarch who 
hurriedly called a "Christian eee to meet on 
July 29. Its decisions (translation attached) were as 
characteristically eastern-Christian as was the Moslem 
appeal to Nahas (enclosure no. 13) characteristically 
pan-Islemic. They castigated tien and Iraqi inter- 
meddling "because animated by religious fanaticiem" 
and ee ee ae wrahee ee of elections, were the Tabet 
decrees to be fied in any way other than by return 
to the deputy-ratio of the former Parliament. 


Nevertheless, on July 31, Helleu promulgated his 
decree establishing the 25-50 deputy-ratio; and both 
he and Spears made radio appeals for forbearance md 
er Copies are enclosed. That of Spears merits 
special comment. 


"Completely free elections," he said, "should take 
place at the earliest possible moment"; and, address- 
ing himself to the Christians, he added: "Hot to ac- 
Gept would be to risk losing the- sympathy of the Democ- 
racies." Most interesting was his conclusion: "Great 
Britain has guaranteed your independence, promised by 


Prance." 
Christian reaction was unfavorable. Spears! 
3 was taken as a threat rather than a promise. 


leaders felt their interests had been sacrificed 
to appease unjustified Moslem pretensions. ‘The Pa- 
triarch had his cousin Aouad resign, in protest, his 
post of Assistant Secretary of State. Even the Pro- 
testent pastor called on me to voice his commnity's 
apprehensions. 


pically descriptive of this reaction was a let- 
ter ten me at the time by Mr. Eric Gifford of the 
"British Couneil", then on a tour of Lebanon. The fol- 
lowing passages bear direct quotation: 


The Patriarch is even more single-minded 
than I supposed and said that Maronites had 
suffered martyrdom for centuries and were pre- 
pared to suffer and die rather than submit to 
Moslem domination. 


When I asked if he would be content with 
lecel autonomy for the Lebanon within the frame- 
work of a wnified Syrian-Lebanese State, he be- 
= apoplectic in the vehemence of his 

Be 


During 
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During our half-hour talk he stated cate- 
gorically no less than three times that the 
French authorities had solemmly assured him 
that they were all in favor of m independent 
yor aig — the —— and that the 

thing was preventing its ac Llish- 
ment was the attitude of the British Sevstunm’ 
which strongly opposed the idea. 


Briefly, among all the Christians whom I 
met, the separatist feeling is of the strongest. 


Nonetheless, the crisis passed, es most crises 
are wont to do in this emotional Arab Near East. At 
@ reconvened meeting of the Christian clerics it was 
decided “to accept the inevitable", especially when 
faced with the possibility of losing the sympathy of 
the Allies. And Aouad resumed office on the ground 
that the raison d'6tre for his resignation no longer 
existed. Elections were set for August 29. 


But, though intercommunity tension has lessened, 
as reported in my final telegram on the subject, no. 
255 of August 16, 5 p.m., the separatist sentiment 
which it had nurtured was too intense and deep-rooted 
to be swept away by any sudden current of political 
compromise. It has shown its head in practically all 
ay Seton political conversations, with Moslems and 

stians alike, during the ensuing three weeks of 
August electoral campaigning. 


I will reserve for another despatch an account of 
that campaigning, of continuing French endeavors to 
Influence its course and of Spears' counter measures. 
Let me close this present account of "Electoral Crisis 
and © of Government in Lebanon" with two quotations 
illustrating my final point, and with a "Recapitulation". 


The first is from a Secretary of the Moslem Execu- 
tive, forty-five year old Moslem, educated at the Amer- 
ican University in Beirut, of a wealthy land-owning 
femily, earnestly but not radically nationalist end pan- 
Arab in his political outlook. He said, substantially: 


If, as the Mufti puts it, we are not to be 
treated as en equal brother in our common home, 
as eqieal partmer in the Government and admin- 
is trgtion of our common country, we shell most 

ainly work for separatism. When the Patriarch 
speaks of Lebanon, his concept is that of ninety- 
percent-Christian, pre-last-war Mount Lebanon. 
It was but half the size of the fifty-fifty = ° 
Moslem-Christian Lebanon of today. Let him keep 
his Lebanon. 


second quotation is from the forty-odd —_ old, 
— bourgeoise wife of the well-informed local 

Times" ' t. She commented, in sub- 
stance, on her hus *s moderately hopeful views for 
Christien-Moslem collaboration: 
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But you forget; fear is stronger than poli- 
ties. We Lebanese Christians are seeped in it. 

It has century-old roots. We be masters in 
our house, or we shall be slavés. Moslems, con- 
stitutionally, can look on us only as inferiors. 


So we t have a numerical majority. That 
is why of us want a smaller, Christian Leba- 
none 


I shall never forget a childhood nightmare. 
I had it many times. I would awake in the night 
end think I was alone in the house. And, in the 
dark, a Moslem was Tee to cut my throat. 
ceee yon NARs SS CIEEEND ss, the basic 
fear of my people. 


Recapitulation: 


In the successive ousting, in March and July, last, 
of two Lebanese 8, the Free French have given 
strong proof of r determined intent to retain con- 
trol of the country. 


Since de Gaulle's visit of a year ago, the French- 
. proclaimed "independence" policy has taken on progress- 
ively the color of a pious hope for the distant future. 


Juridically, Free French officials argue, no auth- 
ority existed for such proclamation and the mandate is 
still im force. They conduct themselves accordingly. 


The March-July Tabet régime accepted its t- 
government status, except for modest efforts at internal 


* 


Its electoral decrees of June 17, which provided 
for increase in Christian parliamentary representation, 
raised a hornets'-nest of Moslem protest. 


Nehas intervened at Moslem request; and Catroux 
effected a’ compromise favoring Moslem pretensions. 


This, in turn, oe rise to bitter Christian pro- 
testes; but, with British and French in agreement, 
their protest was overridden; and the "neutral*® 

v t was installed on July 21. 


Veiled threat of Allied displeasure and modest 
concession to the Christian clerics permitted weather~ 
ing of the crisis; but separatist sentiment in both 
commmities has been strongly irritated and persists. 


Blections are to be held August 29. French inter- 
ventions and British counter measures continue behind 
the scenes. ; 


Respectfully yours, 
. whentetan 
rge Wadsworth 


See following page. 
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Enclosure no. 1 to despatch 
no. 168 dated August 23, 1943, 
from the Legation at Beirut 


LETTRE DU GENERAL DE GAULLE AU GENERAL CATROUX 
DATEE DU 24 JUIN 1941 ET DIFFUSEE PAR RADIO 
BRAZZAVILLE LE 1l JUILLET 1941. 


. L'opportunité d*établir dés que possible un gouverne- | 
ment représentatif dans le Levant est soulignée par le 
général de Gaulle dans une lettre au général Catroux 
radiodiffusée le 11 Juillet 1941 par la radio de Brazzaville, 
et datée du 24 Juin. 


Voioi le texte de cette lettre: 


"Par décret daté de ce jour, je vous nomme 
461é6gué gintral plénipotentiaire et commandant 
en chef des Forces frangaises libres dans le Levant. 
Vous exercerez le pouvoir et les prérogatives en mon 
nom et au nom-du Conseil de défense de 1'Empire 
frangais libre. , 


Jusqu'’aé ce qu'un nouveau gouvernement puisse 
entrer en vigueur, ce qui doit @tre fait le plus tét 
yegesehe vous assumerez tous les pouvoirs jusqu'aé 
présent &étenus per le Haut-commissaire de la France 
au Levant et toutes les responsabilités qu'il assumait. 


Done, dans vos attributions, rentreront celles 
de représentant de la France dans le cadre des 
trait et de commandant en chef de nos forces au 
Levant. 


Vous aurez & réaliser le zie tOt possible 
L'institution d'une Assemblée législative fidéle- 
ment représentative de la masse du peuple et la 
formation d'un gouvernement ayant la confiance de 
cette Assemblée. Vous entrerez dans des négociations 
visant & la conclusion d'un traité d'alliance avec 
ces gouvernements. Des traités seront conclus entre 
ces gouvepnaments et mon gouvernement. 


En dépit du boulev nt et du chaos résultant 
des revers actuels des es francaises et de l'intrigue 
de l'envahisseur dans notre 8, la t&che de la 
France doit se poursuivre. mandat dont la France 

fut chargée par le SDN en 1924 doit prendre fin. 

Pour cette raison, vous prendrez comme point de 

départ pour les négociat ons avec les Etats du Levant 
le traité d'alliance conclu avec eux en 1936. Je 
rends sur moi de transmettre 4 la SDN au moment voulu 
a substitution au Levant du régime de mandat par un 
nouveau r qui sera conforme aux fins pour les- 
quelles le mandat fut poré." 


signé: CHARIZS DE GAULIZ. 


Enclosure no. 2 to despatch 
no. 168 dated August 23, 1943, 
from the Legation at Beirut. 


EXTRAIT DU JOURNAL OFFICIEL DE LA FRANCE 
COMBATTANTE 


(page 51) 
Vendredi 28 Aoat 1942 


e 
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Lettre du Général de GAULIEZ au Général CATROUX - (Rectificatif) 


Rectificatif au Journal Officiel du 12 Juillet 1941, 
page 17. 


Le texte ci-dessous annule et remplace la lettre 
traduite du texte transmis par télégramme en anglais 
et publiée le 12 Juillet 1941. 


Damas, le 24 Juin 1941, 


Mon cher Général, 


Per décrets en date de ce jour, je vous ai nommé 
Délégué Général et plénipotentiaire et Commandant en 
Chef au Levant. 


Vous exercerez vos pouvoirs et attributions en 
mon nom et au nom du Conseil de défense de 1'Empire 
ancgais. Votre mission consistera essentiellement 
diriger le rétablissement au Levant d'une situation 
intérieure et économique aussi proche de la no que 
le permettront les circonstances de la guerre: _ 
Shepalee avec les représentants qualifiés des populations 
des traités instituent l'indépendance et la aeuregainets 
des Etats du Levant, ainsi que l'alliance de ces 6tats 
avec la FRANCOE et sauvegardant les droits et intér@ts 
de le FRANOE; & assurer le défense de tout le territoire 
contre ltennemi; & coopérer avec les alliés aux opérations 
de guerre en Orient. 


Bn attendant que le régime nouveau issu des futurs 
traités puisse @tre appliqué, ce qui devra @tre fait 
aussitOt que possible, vous assumerez tous les pouvoirs 

ue détenait jusqu' ied le haut-Commissaire de FRANCE au 
et toutes les responsabilités qui lui incombaient. 
Par la suite, vos attributions seront celles du repré- 
sentant de le FRANCE dans le cadre des traités et de 
commandant en chef de nos forces. 


vous appartiendra de provoquer dés que possible 
la Pt i conemni bes réellement représentatives de 
l'ensemble des populations et la formation de gouverne- 
ments approuvés ces assemblées, avec lesquels vous 
entamerez suaniaas éan négociations tendant 4 la conclusion 


des traités d'alliance. Les traités devront @tre conclus 
entre ces gouvernements et moi-mé@me. 
Malgré 


ie 


Malgré les déchirements et les vicissitudes 
résultant des revers momentanés des armées francsaises 
et des intrigues de l'envahisseur de notre pays, le 
mandat confié & la FRANCE au Levant par la Société des 
Nations en 1923 doit @tre conduit & son terme et 
l'oeuvre de la FRANCE doit @tre continuée. 

Ctest pourquoi vous prendrez comme point de depart 
des négociations avec les Etats du Levant les traités 
d'alliance conclus en 1936 avec ces états. Vous 
proposerez aux gouvernements des Etats du Levant que les 
dispositions temporaires & prendre en commun pour répondre 
aux nécessités de notre défense commune dans la guerre 
actuelle, fassent l'objet de conventions particuliéres. 


Je me réserwe de faire part, le moment venu, & la 
Société des Nations du remplacement au Levant du régime 
du mandat par un régime nouveau et répondant aux fins 
pour lesquelles le mandat avait été institué. 


Croyez, mon cher Général, & mes sentiments 
cordialement dévoués. : 


C. DE GAULLE 


Enclosure no. 3 to despatch 
noe 168 dated August 235, 1943, 
from the Legation at Beirut. 


DECRET LEGISLATIF No. 49 
du 17 Juin 1943 


modifiant les articles ler 2 et 4 de l'arrété 
No. 2/IR du 2 Janvier 1934 concernant 1'élec- 
tion des députés de le République Libanaise 


Le Chef de l'Etat, Chef du Gouvernement Libanais, 


Vu ltarrété No. 130/¥o du 18 Mars 1943 réglant, au 

Liban & titre provisoire, l'organisation et le fone~ 

— t du pouvoir exboutif et du pouvoir légis- 
tif, 


Vu l'arrété No. 151/Pc du 18 Mars 1943 portent nomine- 
tion du Chef de l'Etat Chef du Gouvernement de la Ré- 
publique Libanaise, 


Vu l'arr@été No. 2/IR du 2 Janvier 1934 concernant 1'6- 
lection des députés de la République Libanaise complété 
et modifié par les arrétés No. 95/LR du 4 Mars 1934, 
No. 279/IR du 3 Décembre 1934, No. 119/IR du 29 Juillet 
1957 et No. 135/LR du 7 Octobre 1937, 


Vu l'augmentation de la population libanaise depuis la 
dernier recensement effectus en 1932; 


‘DECRETEs: 


ARTICLE PREMIER - Ae paragraphe premier de l'art. ler 
de ltarr6t6 No. 2 du 2 Janvier 1934 est abrogé et 
remplacé par les dispositions suivantes: 


“art. ler - Le Chambre des Députés de la Ré- 
publique Libanaise comprend autant de membres que 
la population comprend de fois le quotient élec- 
toral fixe a 23.000." , 


ARTICLE 2 - Ie p aphe premier de l'art. 2 de l'ar- 
rété No. 2/IR 4 vier 1934 est abrogé. 


ARTICLE 3 - quatre de l'art. 2 de liar- 
rété No. 2/IR du 2 Janvier 1934 est abrogé et remplacé 
par les dispositions suivantes: 


"Les rites minoritaires, dont le nombre de 
ressortissants est inférieur A la moitié du quo- 
tient Slectoral augment d'une unité seront groupés 
et leur ensemble aura droit & autant de si&ges que 
le total des ressortissants de ces rites comprendra 
de fois le quotient Slectoral ou la moitié de ce 
quotient ctoral pius ume unité dans les condi- 
tions s par les deux paragraphes précédents. 


«g~ 


"$1, par application du yaregyerne écédent, 
les rites minoritaires ont droit 4 un sihee. celui- 
ci sera attribué au district de Beyrouth; s'ils 
ont droit & deux si&ges, l'un sera attribué au 
district de Beyrouth, et l'autre sera attribué au 
Mont-Liban qui, aprés Beyrouth, est le district 

qui compte le plus de minoritaires." 


ARTICLE 4 - Liarticle 4 de l'arrété No. 2/IR du 2 Jan- 
vier 1934 est abrogé et remplacé par les dispositions 
suivantes: 


"art. 4 - Le chiffre de la population est 
co 6 des cit s inscrits sur les registres 
de l'Etat Civil & la date du 31 Décembre 1942, 
auquel sont ajoutées les personnes qui non inscrites 
sur ces registres et originaires du Liban ont, 
étant Steblies A 1'étranger, opté en faveur de 
la nationelité libanaise." 


ARTICLE 5 ~ Le présent décret législatif sera publié 
et communiqué partout of besoin sera. 
Beyrouth, le 17 Juin 1943 
signé: Dr. EYOUB TABET 
signé: | KHALED CHEHAB 
signé: JAWAD BOULOS 


Enclosure noe 4 to despatch 
noe 168 dated August 23, 1943, 
from the Legation at Beirut. 


DECRET LEGISLATIF No. 50 
du 17 Juin 1943 


portant répartition, entre les districts, 
des si&ges A la Chambre des Députés, et at- 
tribution de ces si&ges aux différents rites 


Le Chef de l'Etat, Chef du Gouvernement Libanais, 


Vu ltarr6té No. 129/Fc du 18 Mars 1943, modifié par 
l'arrété No. 147/FC du 25 Mars 1943, rétablissant, 

au Liban l'application de la constitution et modifiant 
certaines dispositions de cette constitution; 


Vu ltarrété No. 130/Fc du 18 Mars 1943 réglant au Liban, 
& titre provisoire, l'organisation et le fonctionnement 
du pouvoir exécutif et du pouvoir législatif; 


Vu l'arrété No. 131/Fc du 18 Mars 1943 portant nomina- 
tion du Chef de l'Etat Chef du Gouvernement de la Ré- 
publique Libanaise; 


Vu ltarrété No. 2/LR du 2 Janvier 1934 concernant 1'6- 
lection des députés de la République Libanaise, com- 
plé6té et modifié par les arr8té No. 95/LR du 4 Mars 
1934, No. 279/LR du 3 Décembre 1934, No. 119/LR du 29 
Juillet 1937 et No. 135/LR du 7 Octobre 1937, et par le 
décret-législatif No. 49/ET du 17 Juin 1943; 


Vu les inscriptions sur les registres de l'Etat civil 
au 31 Décembre 1942; 


Vu les déclarations par lesquelles des personnes origi- 
naires du Liban, ont, tant établies A l'&tranger, opté 
en faveur de la nationalité Libanaise; 


DECRETE 2? 


ARTICLE PREMIER - Les si&ges A la Chambre des Députés 
sont répartis, entre les Districts, conformément au 
tableau suivant: 


Beyrouth: 8 dont 1 attribué aux rites minoritaires 
Mont-Liban: 19 dont 1 attribué aux rites minoritaires 
Liban Nord: ll 
Liban Sud: 10 
Békaa: _§ 


54 
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ARTICLE 2 - Dans chaque district, la répartition des 
siéges entre les différents rites est fixée par le 
tableau suivant, les deux sidges accordés aux rites 
minoritaires tant attribués, l'un au district de Bey- 


routh, et l'autre au district du Mont-Liban. 


A - District de Beyrouth 


Sunnites 

Arménien orthodoxe: 
Maronite: 
Grec-orthodoxe: 
Rites minoritaires: 


B - District du Mont-Liban 


Q 
A 


0 
t 


Maronite: 

Druze: 

Sunnite: 

Chiite: 
Grec-orthodoxe: 
Grec-catholique: 
Arménien orthodoxe: 
Rites minoritaires: 


District du Liban-Nord 


Maronite: 
Sunnite: 
Grec-orthodoxe: 


District du Liban-Sud 





ARTICIE 3 - 


Chiite: 

Sunnite: 
Maronite: 
Grec-catholique: 
Grec-orthodoxe: 


District de la Békaa 


Chiite: 

Sunnite: 
Maronite: 
Grec-catholique: 
Grec-orthodoxe: 


HR RRH OO PRR Ow 


HHH Oo nha 


KPHHHD 


partout of besoin sera. 


Le Ministre de l'intérieur est chargé de 
ltexécution du présent décret-législatif qui sera 
et communiqué 


pub1ié 


Beyrouth, le 17 Juin 1945 


signé: Dr. EYOUB TABET 
signés KHALED CHEHAB 
signée JAWAD BOULOS 


Enclosure no. 5 to despatch 
noe 168 dated August 23, 1943, 
from the Legation at Beirut. 


DIRECTION OF INTERIOR 
Decree noe 2286 


This is to state that the Secretary of State, 
th decree of the High Commissioner 


in accordance wi 
NO» 248 dated September 21, 1939, 
In view of the necessity thereof, 


And in view of the proposition made by the 
Director of the Interior, 


Decrees what follows: 


Article first: 
Under date of October 21, 1940, 


Jemil Iteni and Aziz George Rizkallah 
authori to ster applications for adop- 
tion of Lebanese citizenship in the central Bureau 
of Census and Vital Statistics. 


Bach of them will be given a monthly compen- 
sation Nong, Mage and Lebanese Pounds 
plus allowance for high cost of living. 


Article second: 


The task of Mr. Jamil Ragheb Itani and Aziz 
George Riskallah is to be terminated under date 


This decree is published and notified wherever 
* 


| 


Signed: ABDALLA BEYHUM 


Beirut s 
October 24, 1940. 


Enclosure no. 7 to despatch 
noe 168 dated August 235, 1943, 
from the Legation at Beirut. 


Translation from the Arabic. 


Beirut, June 21, 1943. 


- His Excellency 
The Representative of the 
United States of America, 
Beirut. 


We have the honor to send to your Excellency a 
copy of the decisions, taken by the Moslem Community, 
in the meeting held in the house of His Eminence the 
Mufti of the Lebanon Republic, in protest against the 
two decrees issued by the Lebanon Government, dated 
June 17, 19435, increasing the number of deputies, and 
against the great injustice fallen on the Moslem Com- 
munity from the two decrees, issued illegally. 

We beg you to inform your great Government of 
the contents of our protest and accept our highest 
regards. 


Signed: HUSNI ABOU ZAHER 
Secretary of the 
Executive Committee 


Translation from the Arabic. 


This is to state that on June 19, 1943, at 4 p.m. 
the notables of the Mohamedan Commmity, headed by His 
Bminence the Grand Mufti of the Lebanon Republic, held 
a meeting and took the following decisions, unanimously. 


le To ask the Lebanon Government to cancel the 
decree issued on June 17, 1945, No. 49 and 50, which 
refers to the increase of number of deputies and the 
distribution of seats on the commmities and regions. 


2 To undertake a public and general census under 
the supervision of a trusted neutral committee. 


Se To hold elections on the basis of the new cen- 
sus which we ask for. Or, else, on the basis of the 
old law which makes the number of deputies of the cham- 
ber 42 elected numbers. 


4. Moslems in ral over all the Lebanon Re- 
public will not participate in the elections until 
these demands are answered. 


Se A committee will be formed, immediately, in 
comection with enything that will help to realize 
these demands and the safe of the rights of 
Wohamedan communities in a gene and just represen- 
tation. 


6. To send a copy of these decisions to the Leb- 
anon Govermment and the Free French Delegate General 
and to the representative of Great Britain, United 
States, Egypt, Iraq and the other United Nations. 


Exact copy. 





Signatures: 
lay bet Majeel Beihun Khalil Soubra 
Salaam Husni Abou Zaher 
Ibrahim Ahdab 


Mukhtar Alayely 


Enclosure no. 6 to despatch 
no. 168 dated August 23, 1943, 
from the Legation at Beirut. 


REPUBLIQUE LIBANAISE 


Différence entre les inscriptions de l'année 1932 
et celles de ltannée 1942. 


Communauté Recensement 19352 Inscriptions au Augmentation 
31 Décembre 1942 











Sunnites 178.100 225.594 47.494 
Chiites 155.035 200.698 45.663 
Druzes 532534 7A 71) 18.377 

Total esece 386.469 498.003 111.534 
Maronites 227.800 318.201 90.401 
Grecs-Orth. 77.312 106.658 29.346 
Grecs-Cath. 46.709 61.956 15.247 
Arm. Orth. 26.002 58.007 32.005 
Minorités 29.004 41.596 12,592 

Totals ..++- 406.827 586.418 179.591 
TOTAL GENERAL ... 795.296 1.084.421 291.125 





Augnentation résultant des optmts 
pour la nationalité libanaise 


Sunnites 4.913 
Chiites 9.567 
Druzses ; 
Total eevsseece a 19.143 
Maronites 91.276 
Orthodoxes 33.655 
Catholi es 13.272 
Minorités 2188 
TPobal cecccce ° Cert 


e 
1.084.421 
Total général .... 1.243.992 


Enclosure noe 8 to despatch 
noe 168 dated August 25, 1945, 
from the Legation at Beirut. 


Lebanese Government announcement, June 27, 1945 


"Te Gouvernement a décidé de procéder & un re- 
censement général de la population avant les élections 
législatives. Les fonctionnaires compétents des Ser- 
vices du Gouvernement ont d6j& conmmencé par prendre 
les dispositions nécessaires A cette fin. La date du 
recensement sera fixée une fois les préparatifs ache- 
vés; ceux-ci, on l'espére, ne demanderont pas plus de 
deux semaines. Le Gouvernement stoccupe déjA du choix 
des hauts fonctionnaires qui devront veiller sur ltopé- 


ration du recensement." 


Enclosure no. 9 to despatch 
noe 168 dated August 23, 1943, 
from the Legation at Beirut. 


DECRET LEGISLATIF Noe 56/ET 


portant convocation des Colléges Slectoraux 
pour l'élection de la Chambre des Députés 


Le Chef de l1'Etat, Chef du Gouvernement, Libanais, 


Vu l'arrété No. 130/Fc du 18 Mars 19435 réglant, au Liban, 
& titre eoeviaiee l'organisation et le onetiennenent 
du pouvoir exécutif et du pouvoir législatif, 


Vu ltarrété No. 151/FC du 18 Mars 1943 portant nomina- 
tion du Chef de l'Etat, Chef du Gouvernement de la Ré- 
publique Libanaise, 


Vu l'article 25 de la Constitution Libanaise, 


Vu ltarrété No. 129/Fc du 18 Mars 1943 rétablissant au 
Liban l'application de la Constitution et modifiant cer- 
taines dispositions de cette constitution, 


Vu ltarrété Wo. 147/Fc du 25 Mars 1943 rectifiant l'ar- 
ticle 2 de l'arrété No. 129/¥¢ du 18 Mars 1943, 


Vu ltarr6té No. @/ER du 2 Janvier 1934 concernant 1'é- 
le des dé s de la lique Libanaise, com- 
1 et modifié par les tés No. 95/LR du 4 Mai 
54, Noe 279/LR du 3 Décembre 1954, No. 119 du 29 
Juillet 1937 et No. 135/ER du 7 Octobre 1937; 


DECRETE 
Les co s 6lectoraux sont 
es Dimanche 26 et 27 Septembre 1943 & 
ire les membres de la des Députés. 


Le second tour de scrutin aura lieu, le cas éché- 
ant, les semedi 2 et dimanche 3 Octobre 1943. 


Be. Le sent décret législatif sera publié 
( on be n sera. 








Beyrouth, le 25 Juin 1945 
signé: Eyoub Tabet 

Le Ministre des Finances 
signé: Khaled chéhab 


le Mini des Travaux Publics 
signg: Jawad Boulos 


Enclosure noe 10 to 
despatch no. 168 dated 
August 23, 1943, from 
the Legation at Beirut. 


Beirut, June 24, 1943. 


His Excellency 
The Diplomatic Agent of the United States, 
Beira : 


Sirs 


The Executive Committee of the Congress of Moslem 
Communities has the honor to submit an exact copy of 
the memorandum presented to the Lebmese Government 
regarding the illegality of the tw decrees issued on 
June 17, 1943, under numbers 49 and 50, causing great 
injustice to all Mohamedan commmities. 


Please accept our great consideration. 


Secretariat of Executive Committee: 
(signed) Saib Salam 
(signed) Husni Abou Zaher 


Memorandum 
To the Honorable Chief of State - Chief of Government: 


In as much as the present Government issued, on 
June 17, 1943, two decrees, nos. 49 and 50, the first 
having connection with the increase in the number of 
deputies and the second with the distribution of this 
increase among the electorial districts; 


And in as much as the Government, in issuing these 
two decrees has exceeded the legislative power granted 
it by the same decree by which it was appointed; 


And in as much as this excess has caused actual 
injustice to the Mohamedan Communities, especially when 
the present Government has not the jurisdiction to modify 
the decrees of the High Commissioner, nor the common or 
constitutional laws, except within reservations which 
_ a. by article 3 of decree no. 130 dated March 

8, 433 


And in as much as it is necessary to show this ex- 
cess by referring to legal texts: 


le Incompetence of the present Government to issue 
Legislative Decrees nos. 49 and 50. 


On March 18, 19435, the present Government was ap- 
pointed according to decree no. 1350. Its jurisdiction 
was defined by the same decree as follows: 


Provisionally, and until the Chamber of Depu- 
ties elect the President of the Lebanon Republic, 
within the conditions defined by articles 49, 74 
and 75 of the Constitution, Doctor Ayoub Tabet is 
appointed Chief of State - Chief of Government of 
the Lebanese Republic. 


In article 3 of the decree no. 130, a clear 
limitation of jurisdiction is mentioned as follows: 


The Chief of State - Chief of Government is 
given the jurisdiction to issue decrees that have 
the force of law, within the reservations mentioned 
in the Declaration of Independence of Lebanon in 
Beirut, on November 26, 1941. 


The present Government accepted to govern and hold 
elections within this jurisdiction given it with the 
knowledge of the limitations mentioned in this decree, 
and it was also stipulated in decree no. 129, F.F. dated 
March 18, 19435, as follows, modified by the following 
text of article 24 of the Lebanese Constitution: 


A#ticle 24: The Chamber of Deputies is com- 
posed of elected members, whose number and manner 
of election was defined by decree no. 2/ dated 
January 3, 1934, amended by decree no. 9 » dated 
May 4, 1934, and by decree no. 279/IR, dated Decem- 
ber 3, 1934, and by decree no. 119/IR, dated July 
29, 1937, and by decree no. 135/IR, dated October 7, 
1937. The jurisdiction given by these decrees will 


=-De 


remain effective until a new law for election of 
deputies is promulgated by the Chamber of Deputies. 


It would seem obvious from the texts quoted in the 
decrees of appointment and limitation of jurisdiction, 
that the present Government has no right to touch the 
electoral decrees in existence, but to hold elections 
according to their provisions only, especially when the 
right of modification of these decrees was given to the 
Chamber of Deputies alone. 


And in as much as the existing electoral hws, ac- 
cording to the last modification have limited the num- 
ber of elected deputies to 42 members only, distributed 
among religious communities and regions; 


And in as much as the Delegate General, in his de- 
cree no. 129 has limited all amendments, either of num- 
bers or distribution to the coming Chamber of Deputies; 


The present Government by entering amendments on 
the number and distribution has exceeded the jurisdic- 
tion given it, especially in that this amendment has 
caused real injustice to the Mohamedan communities. 


Therefore, for preservation oflaws and decrees that 
should remain effective wntil their amendment by the 
coming Chamber of Deputies, and for the avoidance of 
the injustice caused the rights of Mohamedan commmi- 
ties regarding representation, we petition the Government 
for the withdrawal of the two Legislative Decrees nos. 
49 and 50, issued on Jume 17, 1943, for having exceeded 
the jurisdiction given to the Government that issued 
them. 


Please accept our high consideration. 


Secretariat of Executive Committee: 
(signed) Saib Salam 
(signed) Husni Abou Zaher 


Enclosure no. 11 to despatch 
no. 168 dated August 23, 1943, 
from the Legation at Beirut, 


Beyrouth, le 8 Juillet 1943 


A Son Excellence Monsieur HELLEU, 
Ambassedeur de France, 
Délégué Général et Plénipotentiaire 
de la France au Levant. 


Excellence, 


Le Comité Exécutif - émamation du Congr8s Musulman 
réuni A Beyrouth le 21 Juin 1943 - a l'honneur de vous 
soumettre ce mémoire dans lequel est exposé succintement 
le point de vue des commmautés musulmanes quand A la 
pr tion par le Gouvernement Libanais des décrets-~ 
lois No. 49 et 50. 


Le Comité se doit de remarquer que les musulmans 
ntont exprimé dens les décisions prises dans leur congrds 
tenu & Beyrouth le 21 Juin, et n'exprime dans ce mémoran- 
dum que des en eeTee Lene jJustifiées contre des actes 
entrepris i ement par le Gouvernement Libanais qui 
a méconnu les oits les plus sacrés dep commnautés 
musulmeanes: droits basés sur les principes d'égalité 
posés trés clairement par le Général CATROUX, le jour de 
la enn de l'tindépendance du Liban le 26 Novembre 
1941, 


Dtautre part, le Comité, dans son désir d'aider par 
cette étude juridique et objective, A la consolidation de 
l'entente entre les différents éléments du Liban, compte 
sur votre esprit de‘ compréhension et d'impartialité pour 
mener & bien cette t&che. 


Dans ce mémoire, nous nous limiterons A l'étude des 
deux points suivants: , 


I) Le Gouvernement Libanais a outrepassé les pou- 
voirs gui lui sont accordés par l'arrété No. 130 du 18 
Mars 1943. 


II) Le Gouvernement Libanais ne s'est pas conformé 
aux réglements relatifs aux émigrés. I1 est allé sur- 
tout A ltencontre des lois intérieurs en vigueur et des 
stipulations précises du Traité de Lausanne: 


Ie Le Gouvernement Libanais a outrepassé les 
pouvoirs qui lui sont accordés par 
ltarrété No. 130 du 18 Mars 1943. 


“— 


En effet, le 18 Mers 1943, le Gouvernement Libanais 
actuel, présidé par le Docteur TABET, fut nommé en vertu 
de l'arréte 130 qui, en m@éme temps, fixait ses pouvoirs?: 


"Le Chef de l'Etat eura le pouvoir de promulguer des , 
décrets ayant force de lois - dans les limites des réserves 


citées dans la proclamation de 1' independance Libanaise 
faite le o6 Novembre 1941. 


Le Chef de 1l'Etat actuel a accepté la mission qui 
lui a 6t& confiée dans les limites de ces réserves ct des 
prescription de l'arr@té 130 qui stipule d'autre part: 

La Chambre des députés sera composée de dJéputés élus 
dont le nombre ect le mode d'élection sont fixés par l'ar- 
rété 2 LR du 3 Janvier 1934 complété et modifié par les 
Arrétés No. 95/L.R. du 4 Mars 1934; No. 279 L.R. du 3 
Decembre 1934; No. 119/L.R. du 29 Juillet 1937 et No. 135 
L.R. du 7 Octobre 1937. Ces arrétés resteront en vizueur 


jusqu'& 1'élaboration par la Chambre des Députés d'une 
nouvelle loi electorale. 


Il est & peine nécessaire de simmnaler que le Couver- 
nement Libanais qui est une émanation des textes ci-dessus 
cités, ne pouvait outrepasser les limites données A ses 
pouvoirs par ces mémes textes. I1 devait se conformer 
strictement & la rézle de conduite impérative édictée 
par l'art. 24 de la Constitution Libanaise modifiée par 
l'arrété 129 du 18 Mars 1943, régle de conduite qui 
rendait toute modification nouvelle & la constitution 


uant au nombre des deputes, de la competence de la future 
hastre des deputes e 


Or, la loi électorale actuellement on vigueur fixe 
& 42 le nombre des députés de la Chambre Libanaise, 


Il n'est, par conséquent pas dans les pouvoirs du 
Gouvernement actuel de modifier cette loi. Le Gouvernement, 
en modifiant le nombre des députés et leur répartition, 

a commis done une illégalité et a outrepassé ses pouvoirs. 


II. Le Gouvernement Libanais ne s'est pas conformé 
aux réclements relatifs aux émicrés. 
Il est al116 surtout & l'encontre des 
lois intérieures en vicueur et des 
stipulations précises du 
Traité de Lauzanne. 


En vertu du décret-législatif No. 49 du 17 Juin 
1943, le Gouvernement Libanais a apporté une modification 
essehntielle & l'arrété No. 2 du H.C. en date du 2 Janvier 
1934 en en stipulant ce qui suit: 


Art. ler. - La Chambre des Députés de la République 
Libanaise comprend autant de membres que la gt eel 
comprend de fois le quotient électoral fixé & 23000", 


Art. 4. - "Le chiffre de la population est composé 
des citoyens inscrits sur les régistres de 1'Ktat Civil 
& la date du 31 Décembre 1942, auquel sont ajoutés les 


personnes 


ersonnes gui non inscrits sur ces régistres et oricinaires 
un Liban ont, etant etablies a i'étranger, opte pour la 
t Lite Tthenaiee". 


nationa 


Nous avons précisé ci-dessus que le Gouvernement 
Libanais actuel n'avait ni le droit, ni le pouvoir de 4 
modifier les arr8tés du H.C. ou de la Délégation Générale, 
réglant le nombre des députés et la répartition des siéres, 
toute modification étant de la compétence de la future 
Chambre. 


Le Gouvernement Libanais n'a nullement respecté les 
limites qui lui ont @té assicnées par S.E. le bélécué 
Générel. I1 a, au contraire, soulevé un probléme épineux 
que S.E. le Délégué Général, guidé par sa clairvoyance 
n'a pas voulu: eborder dans ses arr@tés, pour laisser 4 
la future Chambre Libanaise le pouvoir de les étudier 
minutieusement. . 


Arbitrairement, le Gouvernement actuel « octroyé 
la nationalit& libanaise & 159.000 émigrés; ce qui devait 
modifier en faveur d'une communauté au détriment des 
autres le nombre des députés et la répartition des sides 
parlementaires. Pour expliquer cet acte, il n'a donné 
aucune raison juridique qui pfiit répondre aux stipulations 
précises des lois et réglements en vigueur. 


En effet, l'art. 34 du Traité de Lausanne stipule 
que les émigrés n'ont le droit de se faire inscrire sur 
les régistres de l'Etat Civil que s'tils remplissent cer- 
taines conditions et particuliérement celle de résider 
effectivement sur le territoire libansais. De plus, le 
Conseiller Législatif du Haut-Commisseriat, Mr. le- 
Professeur MAZAS avait, dans une note envoyés au Gouver- 
nement Libanais, sub. No. 4269, en date du 26 Mai 1928, 
attiré l'attention des émigrés sur les inconvénients 
résultant des inscriptions arbitraires, au cas ot des 
oppositions se formeraient contre ces inscriptions. 


Attendu que ces oppositions se sont effectivement 
formées ; 


Attendu que l'inscription sur les registres de 
l'Etat Civil de cent cinquante neuf mille Gnigrés accom- 
pli arbitrairement et sans aucune enquéte sériecuse, ni 
aucun contréle, est une dérogation flagrante eux lois 
intérieures en vigueur. 


Attendu que ces inscriptions et l'augmentation qui 
s'en suit dans le nombre des siéges accordés A l'une des 
communautés au détriment des autres, est contraire aux 
stipulations du Traité de Lausanne, eu droit international 
et aux principes juridiques généraux reconnus dans ce 
domaine par la Société des Nations. 


Attendu 


Attendu que l'octroi sans enquéte préalable et 
sérieuse de la nationalité libanaise & des personnes 
qui pourreient avoir déj& une nationelité étrangére, 
risque de créer des situations juridiques compliquées 
et des conflits tant du point de vue du droit national 
que de celui du droit international. 


Attendu que l'augmentation des siéges parlementaires © 
décidée par le Gouvernement serait fonak sur le nombre des 
rétendus optants pour la natiomlité libanaise en vertu 

es stipulations du Traité de Lausanne. 


Attendu que cette opération entreprise arbitrairement, 
déroge aux principes fondementeux du droit. 


Qu'elle porte atteinte aux intéréts des communeutés 
musulmanes qui reforment pas moins que la moitié des 
hébitents du Liban. 


Quielle est en contradiction avec la lettre et l'tesprit 
de la déclaration faite par S.E. le Général CATROUX le 26 
Novembre 1941; 


Le Gouvernement Libanais garantit a tous 1'ézalité 
des droits civils et politiques", 


Que cette augmentation est d'autre part contraire 
aux correspondances &changées le 26 Novembre 1941 entre 
le Gouvernement Libanais et le Gouvernement Frangais en 
la personne de S.E. le Général CATROUX. 


Crest pourquoi, il est de notre devoir de protester 
énergiquement contre cet acte illégal et injuste. 


Excellence, 


L'indépendance de notre pays et la stabilité poli- 
tique et sociale que désirent ardemment tous les libanais 
de bonne foi et de bonne volonté est loin d'@tre servie 
par des illégalités et des injustices car le Liban ne peut 
vivre dans la paix sociale et politique que si tous ses 
_ habitants contribuaient & sa prospérité avec un seul et 
ae supe tt de sincérité-sous un régime d'égalité et de 

ustice, 


Nous avons donc l'honneur de vous prier de bien 
vouloir prendre toutes mesures pour? 


1) Abroger les décrets~lois Nos. 49 et 50 promulgués 
le 17 Juin 1943. 


2) Faire un recensement général de tous les habitants 
du Liban - 7? is les résidants non inscrits, les Kurdes 
et les Bédoins ~ & l'exception de ceux qui sont en posses- 
sion d'une nationealité étrangére. 


3) 


3) Prendre ce recensement comme base pour la répar- 
tition des siéges parlementaires entre les différentes 
communautés et les différentes régions du Liban. 


4) Fixer le "quotient électoral" avant d'entreprendre 
ou de cléturer ltopération de recensement, et ce afin 
d'éviter les manoeuvres tendent & fausser la répartition 
des si&ges parlementaires. 


5) Suspendre toute décision quant 4 1'inscription 
des 6migrés, la future Chambre des Députés étant seule 
compétente pour la discuter valablement. 

6) Garantir les résultets du recensement et des 
@lections contre toute immixtion et ce, par la nomination 
d'un Gouvernement impartial et neutre; le Gouvernement 
actuel ayant perdu la confiance de la presque unenimité 
des citoyens libanais. 


Veuillez agréer, Excellence, 1'expression de notre 
haute considération. 


Pour le Comité 


Les Secrétaires 


(Signé) H. Abou Zehr 
Saib S. Salam 


comp. JK be 


Enclosure no. 12 to despatch 
no. 168 dated August 23, 1943, 
from the Legation at Beirut. 


REPUBLIQUE LIBANAISE 
MINISTERE DES AFFAIRES ETRANGERES 


Monsieur 1l'Ambassadeur, 


J'ai l'honneur de vous exposer les circonstances 
de droit qui ont amené le gouvernement libanais actuel 
& prendre le décret législatif No. 49 au subjet de la 
répartition des sidges A la Chambre des députés liba- 
naise. 4 ; 


Aux termes de l'art. 4 de l'arr@t& No. 2 du 2 
Janvier 1934 (H.C.F.) concernant 1'élection des députés 
de la République Libanaise: 


"Le chiffre de la population est composé des 
inscriptions des citoyens du Grand-Liban sur les 
registres A et B du recensement eauxquels sont 
ajoutées les inscriptions de ceux qui, portés sur 
le registre E, payent un imp6t direct A l'Etat." 


Le registre A contient: 1) Les noms des Libanais 
présents; 2) les noms des Libanais émigrés ayant opté 
pour la nationalité libanaise. 


Le registre B contient les noms des Libanais ab- 
sents A titre temporaire. 


Le registre E contient les noms des Libanais émi- 
grés et parmi ces derniers ceux qui payent un impédt 
direct & l'Etat. (V. arte 14 du décret No. 8837 du 17 
Janvier .1932.) 


L'inscription au registre A des Lihanais présents 
ainsi que des Libanais optants a 8t& confirmée par l'art. 
15 du sus dit décret, qui déclere: 


"L062 les 6migrés qui auront opté pour la 
nationalité libanaise ... seront inscrits avec 
leurs familles; tous les autres figureront sur le 
registre spécial des 6migrés." 


Il résulte de ces textes qu'il n'existe aucune 
diffrence entre les libanais présents et les Libanais 
optants. 


Tous les gouvernements qui nous ont précédé ont 
ordonné l'inscription de ces derniers. Ils ont &té 
suivi en dernier lieu par Monsieur ABDALLAH BEYHUM, 
Seorétaire d'Etat qui prit dans ce sens un arrété No. 
2288 daté du 24 Octobre 1940. 


La question des optants se trouvait ainsi 8tre 
définitivement liquidée A cette date-1Aa. 


-2= 


Notre décret législatif No. 49 avrait donc du com- 
prendre d'un part les présents et les optants (ces der- 
niers tant assimilés eux présent), et d'autre part les 
émigrés payants dont le nombre s'él&8ve A 81.000, 


Mais par un scrupule de conscience, né de la crainte 
qu'une partie des émigrés payants ne soit d6j& comprise ‘ 
parmi les optants, le gouvernement a renoncé purement 
et simplement & prendre en considération le nombre des 

6s payants. Nous avons donc pris en considération 
seulement les Libanais présents et optants. Notre décret 
a donc eu pour conséquence de diminuer la population du 
nombre des émigrés payants et non de l'augmenter comme 
on ltaffirme A tort. 


Il suit de tout ce qui préc8de que le décret légis- 
latif No. 49 n'est pas un texte générateur de droit; il 
n'a pas nmplus augmenté le chiffre de la population. 


Si les gouvernements qui nous ont précédé n'ont pas 
eu & prendre un décret semblable au décret No. 49 ctest 
que.tout simplement ils ne s'étaient pas trouvés dans 
l'occasion de la faire. En effet pareille opération ne 
se fait communément qu'aux Spoques préparatoires des 
6lections. Or, les derni8res Slections libanaises ont 
eu lieu en 1957. A cette date-14, les délais impartis 
aux émigrés pour l'option par l'accord franco-ture, 
étaient encore ouverts, car ils n'arrivaient & expiration 
que fin Mai 1938. Depuis Mai 1958 le gouvernement n'ayant 
eu & procéder A des élections quten 1943, nous nous sommes 
trouvés dans ltobligation morale et juridique de prendre 
Je décret en question. 


Pas besoin d'ajouter que la question de la nationa- 
11té6 des Libanais optents, n'est pas le fait d'une loi 
libanaise. Cette | are est au contraire imposée par 
l'art. 34 du traité de Lausanne, c'est-A-dire par les 
dispositions d'un traité international.. 


En conséquence, la nationalité libanaise accordée 
aux optants par ce dernier traité est un droit qu'aucun 
gouvernement libanais ne pourrait contester. 


Veuillez agréer, Monsieur l'Ambassadeur, les assur- 
ances de ma trés haute considération. 


Le Ministre des Affaires Extériecures 
et Services des Libanais A l'Etranger 


Monsieur JEAN HELLEU 
Ambassadeur de France 
Dé1lé6gué Général 


Enclosure no. 13 to despatch 
no» 168 dated August 23, 1943, 
from the Legation at Beirut. 


To His a Eminence Mustafa Nahas Pasha, President of 
the Council of Ministers. 


Eminence: 


After presenting our expressions of greetings and 
re » we have the honor to omens to you His Ex- 
cellency Ahmad Bey Daouk, ex-President (of the Council 
of Ministers) of the Lebanese Republic; 


To present himself before you and reveal to Your 
Eminence the mrticular position which your brothers, 
the Arab Moslems who compose the majority of the total . 
number of inhabitants in this political body, have 
forced upon them; 


And to explain to you the particular situation 
which prompted the convocation of the Moslem Congress 
in the city of Beirut on Jume 21, 1945, following the 
attempt by the provisional Lebanese Government, which 
was appointed by the supervisory authorities to apply 
the new policy; 


A policy devoid of kindness or consideration, the 
object of which is to lay obstacles in the way of Mos- 
lems and to reduce them to the status of minorities, 
having no power or might, to deprive them of the prac- 
tice of their rights as a respected group and to prevent 
them from taking their just share of the public service 
amd chief governmental posts, and to compel them to be 
put before treaties and ties, which they cannot accept. 


We appeal to your everlived conscience and to your 
Islamic zeal, asking your «ctual intervention and your 
mpression of dissatisfaction with this unfair policy 
ich alms at amnihilating the Moslems and humiliating 

them and removing them from their homes. 


We ations zou Allah to exert all your power and 
influence lift al injury and harm from us; 


To induce the authorities, who were allowed by fate 
te shape our de end decree our future, to put a 
decisive limit to their unjust despotic policy, which 
they followed in the past; 


To requ them to desist from their oppressive 
methods handle all subjects with the spirit of im- 
dality end equality towards all, in accordance with 
ue democratic principles; 


And, acting in all sincerity, to assure that the 

try renew its democratic life in the shortest time 
possi so that it may start practicing its independ- 
ence in liberty end tranquillity; 


Ac y which will assume its share of duties side 
by side with b countries, work for unity with them, 


and participate in their efforts to support the United 
Nations and collaborate fully in preserving peace and 
building a new world. 


While waiting with all impatience for your precious’ 
support, please accept, Eminence, our consideration and 
regarde 


(Signed by the Secretaries of 
the Executive Committee of 
the Beirut Moslem Congress.) 


June 26, 1943. 
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MINISTERES 
LE CAIRE, LE & JUILLET 1943. 


AFFAIRES ETRANGERES 





Mon Cher Général, 


Je regrette beaucoup de n'avoir pu vous voir au cours de 
votre rapide passage au Caire, car j'aurais voulu vous féli- 
citer de vive voix pour la formation du Comité Francais de 
Libération Nationale dont, je le sais vous avez été l'un des 
plus clairvoyants artisans. Ainsi la France retrouve sous 
le signe de l'esprit démocratique la place qu'elle n'a cessée 
dtocouper et qui'est une des premiéres parmi les peuples épris 
de véritable liberté et de franche justice. 


J'aurais voulu également vous entretenir de la situation 
créee par la décision prise derniérement de renvoyer 4 trois 
mois les élections libanaises, alors que les élections syrien- 
nes auront lieu dans le délai prévu par la Constitution. 


Je n® vous cacherai pas qu'en Egypte et dans tous les 
Pays Arabes, cette décision soudaine et inattendue a causé 
une vive canton ui n'est pas prés de s'éteindre. On avait 
fait eonfirmer Votre Excellence car on savait, et on en 
avait eu des preuves, que l'esprit généreusement compréhensif 
dont vous avez toujours donné des marques éloquentes était 
allié & um sens politique affairé des réalités nous avions eu, 
au sujet de la Syrie et du Liban, des longues conversations 
anieeies qui ont abouti & une entente sur les yrinsipes et 
jten é6tais heureux, & la-fois pour nos fréres de Syrie et du 
Liban et pour la France elle-m@me la nouvelle France, qui par 
Votre entremise, se montrait si soucieuse de son vrai devoir 
et de ses intér@ts supérieurs. 


Aussi bien, Mon Cher Général, le décision prise pendant 
votre absence a provoqué bien des suspicions et fait craindre 
les pires conséquences. 


D'aprdés les élements que je posséde, il semble que 
l'ajournement ait des motifs profonds qui mettent en cause 
les principes m@mes. A mon sens le probléme libanais doit 
@tre consi “e le fois en soi et par rapport au problem 
oriental dans son ensemble. ; , 


‘aurais voulu et vous comme moi, j'en suis persuadé, 
que ipneueh wane soit réalisé entre 1'élément Chrétien 
et 1'élément Musu au Liban, ce qui sera de nature 4 
é ir au aéie des frontiéres de ce petit Etat, un accord 

néral et loyal entre tous les musulmans et tous les chré- 
fens 4'Orient. Je n'arrive pas & réaliser pourquoi en 


. 





1943 


“2s 


1943 on innové une politique de division en abrogeant en 
fait, les bases saines de 1939. Alors que la répartition 
des eléges des députés élus de la Chambre allouait & la 
population libanaise 22 siéges aux Chrétiens et 20 siéges 
aux Musulmans, on veut ajourd'hui, sur le nombre de 54 
députés tous dius (la nomination ayant été supprimée grfce 

vous et par respect de l'esprit vraiment démocratique et 
Constitutionnel.) on alloue 22 meyeees pour la Communauté 
Musulmane et 32 pour la Communauté Chrétienne. I1 ne peut 
pas vous &chapper que cet écart considérable blesse le 
sentiment des musulmans et porte atteinte & leur dignité 
et & leurs intéréts. 3 . 

Vous savez, sans doute Mon Cher Général gue les leaders 
musulmans du Liban, ont décidé, dans le Congrés qu'ils ont 
tenu ces jours derniers, de boycotter les élections si elles 
ont lieu sur une base arbitraire et, principalement, si pour 
justifier en appearence l'écart trop grand entre les députés 
musulmans et les. députés chrétiens, on reconnaissait le 
droit de vote aux immigrés. 


Ils se sont adressés & moi, sachant dans quelle estime, 
je tiens Votre Excellence et combien j'apprécie vos hautes 
capacités, Votre sens politique et Votre Grand caractére 
pour trouver une solution satisfaisante, au probléme surgi 
trop soudainement. 


Je n'ai en vue, Mon Cher Général, croyez le bien, que 
d'applanir, sur le plan de la justice politique, le dif- 
férend actuel et d'emp@cher qu'il n'ait de trop graves 
répercussions. Il ne faudrait pas que l'Orient Mysulman, 
aussi bien que Chrétien, qui a apporté et continue 4 ap- 
porter toute son aide 4 la cause démocratique des alliés, 
soit degu. Il représente dans l'équilibre future une 
force morale d'une grande cohésion, et vous m@me, dans vos 
nouvelles fonctions de coordonnateur des affaires musulmanes, 
serez le premier & le reconnaftre. 


Je suis convaincu que vous comprenez que je ne puis 
rester innactif devant cette situation pénible et devant 
l'appel des leaders musulmans, comme vous comprenez 1'émo- 
tion de l'Egypte et de tous les Pays Arabes. En m'entremet- 
tant auprés de vous, j'ai le sentiment de m'adresser & la 
seule personnalité capable de trancher rapidement le aifrté- 
rend dans le sens de la justice et de la vérité. 


Si vous voulez bien que je vous donne mon avis désin- 
téressé, je vous proposerai, Mon Cher Général, de ne pes 
procéder 4 un recensement, ce qui prendrait trop de temps 
et ne donnera, peut-@tre pas un résultat arent, de vous tenir 
& la proportion de 1939 et d'allouer ainsi 29 éputés aux 
Communautés Chrétiennes et 25 & la Communauté Musulmane. 

Je puis vous assurer qu'une solution aussi équitable donnera 
satisfaction & tous les esprits sensés et achevera de a 
ter l'emitié qui doit toujours unir la France et les Etats 


du Levant. 


éa- 
. Nous devons tous, Mon Cher Général, nous unir pour r 
liser le grand objectif de la démocratie. En frustrant m@me 


un 


-~ 3- 


un petit Etat, comme le Liban d'une partie de ses droits, 
nous desservirions la cause qui nous est chére & tous et 
nous susciterions des mécontentements dont one ne peut 
prévoir toutes les ccuséquences. 

Confiant que vous saurez vous placer courageusement 
en face du probléme délicat que vous avez a résoudre et 
que vous trouverez la solution juste et spaisante, je vous 
prie, Mon Cher Général de croire 4 mes neilleurs sentiments 
d'amitié et d'estime. : 


Signé 
(M. NAHHAS.) 


A SON EXCELLENCE 
MONSIEUR LE 
GENERAL D*' ARMEE 

CATROU X. 
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PROCLAMATION AU PEUPLE LIBANAIS 


Nous avons plusieurs fois déclaré, par écrit et 
verbalement, que nous considérons que tous les libanais ; 
sans distinction de confessions, sont fréres; que chaque 
Communauté Libanaise doit jouir de ses droits entiers, 
proportionnellement au nombre de ses membres: que nous 
défendons tout opprimé comme nous résistons 4 tout op- 
presseur; que ltunion est la condition de la prospérité 
au Liban comme les dissensions seraient la cause de sa 
ruine et que, s'il ne dépendait que de nous, nous vou- 
drions traiter tout le monde comme nous-mémes. 


Il nous est parvenu. que nos fréres les Musulmans, 
réunis & Beyrouth sous la présidence de S. Ex. le Mufti, 
prétendent @tre 1ésés dans leurs droits, parce que le 
Gouvernement Libanais a inscrit, sur les Régistres du 
Récensement, les émigrés libanais qui, se basant sur le 
Traité de Lausanne, ont opté pour leur nationalité li- 
banaise, et que quelques-uns de ceux qui étaient réunis 
ont publiquement demandé l'union du Liban a le Syrie et 
menacé de boycotter les élections si le nombre des dé- 
putés musulmans n'était pas augmenté. 


Ces prétentions nous ont fort étonné. Nous savons 
en effet que nos fréres les Sunnites, fauteurs de ce 
tapage, ont plus que leur droit. Au Récensement de 1932, 
ils ont eaugmenté leur nombre, en y comprenant des morts 
et des Strangers, en y ajoutant aussi des noms qui n'ont 
jamais existe et en diminuant le nombre des chrétiens, 
comme il a 6té officiellement constaté par la Commission 
formée sous le Gouvernement de feu Habib Pacha el-Saad. 
Partant de ce Récensement faussé, ils ont eu plus que 
leur droit tant & la Chambre des Députés que dans toutes 
les administrations publiques. De plus, le traitement 
de leurs digniteires, comme les Muftis, et celui de 
leurs Juges et Tribunaux religieux, émergent sur le 
budget de 1'Btat, sans figurer dans la compareison de 
ce qui leur est dQ par ort aux chrétiens; les écoles 
gouvernementales leur sont réservées en une trés grande 
pertie; et ainsi de suite dans plusieurs administre- 
tions publiques. 


Pour ce qui agente ltinscription aux Régistres de 
l'EZtat des Emigrés ibanais oyeest pour la nationalité 
libanaise, il stagit 1& d'un it reconnu par le Traité 
@e Lausanne et partout observé. Pourquoi les Emigrés 
Libsneis feraient exception en cela 4 ce qui est suivi 


dans le monde entier? 


us a fort peiné, c'est que nos fréres les 
seiiibeane vlbenie a heyreath ont demandé que trois 
sane dont deux-sont 4fs & nos fréres les Arméniens 
et le troisiéme aux Minorités, fussent supprimés et 
qu'il soit donné aux Musulmans trois siéges de -plus 

ue ce qui leur est df. Nous ne savons sur que le base 
ls se sont s pour formuler ces réclamations ae 
justes. Ce qui est plus surprenant, c'est qu iis pré- 
tendent que leurs droits sont 1ésés, tendis qu'ils em- 
piétent eux-m@mes sur les droits dtautrui. Nous ne 
gavons pas non plus pourquoi ils tiennent tant 4 une 


chambre de 42 Députés, et n'’acceptent pas que le nombre 
des 4éputés soit de 63, comme il l'était dans la derni- 
ere chambre. 


Nous ne pouvons comprendre comment quelques notables 
de Tripoli demandent l‘union du Liban 4 la ie. Quand 
Tripoli sous le régime ottoman était rattaché & Damas, 
les Musulmans Tripolitains, soulevés contre la-Capitale 
Syrienne, ont envoyé une aélégation & Constantinople 
pour protester contre les injustices du Gouvernement 
demascain et demander leur détachement de cette Ville; 
ce qui leur a coftté des dépenses énormes. Ayant obtenu 
satisfaction, des feux de joie et des f8tes publiques 
ntont cessé, durant trente jours, de réjouir les habi- 
tants. Pour quel motif ils demandent maintenant le 
retour & Damas, alors que hors du Liban ils ne peuvent 
espérer obtenir aucun des priviléges dont ils y jouissent, 
& moins qu'ils n'entendent mettre la main sur les pro- 
priétés et biens des Chrétiens aprés les avoir expulsés 
de leur Patrie et réduit en esclavage ceux qui y resterai- 
ent. 


Quant au Liban, l'Histoire nous apprend que tou- 
jours depuis les Phéniciens il jouissait de son indé- 
pendance totale; si walene puissance pervenait 4 avoir 
le dessus sur nan elle lui laissait gon autonomie et 

C 


des priviléges spéciaux. 
- Enfin, nous sOmmes sfr que ces prétentions ne sont 
pas celles de tous les tans. Le peuple druse n'ac- 


cepte point que l'indépendance du Liban soit atteinte. 

De m@me la Communauté Chiite, sauf de trés rares eneep- 
tions. Parmi les Sunnites eux-m@mes, une grande partie 
ne partage l'opinion des Congressistes de Beyrouth 
ni ne ge solidarise avec eux dans leurs réclamations, qui 
ne sont point raisonnables. 


Si peareilles dissensions persistent entre Musul- 
mans et Chrétiens, le résultat en serait fatalement la 
perte de 1'Indépendance et le maintien du Mandat. 

Fait & Notre Résidence Patriareale de Dimane, 


le 9 Juillet 1943. 


Le Patriarche 4'Antioche 
et de tout.1' Orient 
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DELEGATION GENERALE 


FRANCE COMBATTANTE 
au Levant 


Beyrouth, le 20 Juillet 1948 


Monsieur le Président, 


En réglant, au mois de Mars dernier, l'orgenisation 
et le fonctionnement du pouvoir exfcutif et législatif 
eu Liban en vue du rétablissement dans ce pays du régime 
constitutionnel, le Général Catroux avait fait appel A 
Votre Excellence pour exercer les pouvoirs de Chef de. 
l'Etat et de Chef du Gouvernement. En vous confiant ces 
lourdes responsabilités, mon prédécesseur savait par 
avanece que vous vous acquitteriez de votre t&che avec 
le constant souci des intéréts supérieurs du Liban. Je 
me plais & reconnaitre que vous avez pleinement mérité 
cette mar de haute confiance et, au nom de la France, 
je tiens rendre hommage aux vertus patriotiques qui 
vous ont animé et A votre inlassable dévouement A la 
chose publique. . 


Des circonstances délicates m'obligent aujourd'hui 
& faire appel & ces mémes vertus patriotiques dont vous 
avez a lte le. Je sais que nul plus que vous 
ntefit 6t6 qualifié pour terminer la t&che entreprise de 
cgnduire le peuple libanais & une consultation électorale 
qui doit, dams une large mesure, décider de l'avenir de 
la nation. J'testime pe ect que les difficultés de 
ltheure seront plus ais t résolues par un Gouverne- 
nent nouveau qui n'y aurait pas 6té lui-méme directement 


J'ai done l'thonneur de prier Votre Excellence d!ob- 
tenir la démission du Gouvernement actuel et de bien 
vouloir se démettre Elle-méme des fonctions qui Lui ont 
re centage par le Catroux & la date du 18 Mars 

6re . 


En accomplissant ce devoir, qui m'est personnelle-~ 
ment trés pénible, je prie Votre Excellence d'accepter 
l'expression de ma reconnaissance pour l'aide si - 
cleusp qu'Elle mta constamment apportée dans ma t&che 
et ttre & Ses collaborateurs ma gratitude pour 
leur inlassable et actif dévouement. 


Je vous prie, Monsieur le Président, de bien vou- 


loir agréer, les assurances de ma trés haute considéra- 
tion. °¢ 


signé: J. Helleu 
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REPUBLIQUE LIBANAISE 
No. 130/c 
Beyrouth 
le 21 Juillet 1943 


Le Chef de l'Etat Chef du Gouvernement 
a 


Son Excellence Monsieur le Délégué Général 
de la France Combattante au Levant. 


J'ai lthonneur dtaccuser A Votre Excellence ré- 
ception de sa lettre en date du 20 Juillet 1943 qui 
mta 6t6 remise par M. Bugner. 


Votre Excellence me demande dans la lettre pré- 
citée de me démettre des fonctions qui mfont 8té con- 
fiées par M. le Général Catroux et d'obtenir la dé- 
mission du Gouvernement que je préside. 


Vu cette demande le Gouvernement que je préside 
se retire de ses fonctions. 


. Veuillez agréer, Excellence, l'assurance de ma 
haute considération. 


signé: E. Tabet 
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DELEGATION GENERALE DE LA ARRETE No. 300/RL. 
FRANCE COMBATTANTE du 21 Juillet 1943 
AU LEVANT 
Législation 
Justice réglant, au Liban, 4 titre provisoire, 
Contentieux et jusqu'é l'élection du Président de 


la République Libanaise l'organisation 
et le fonctionnement du pouvoir exécu- 
tif et du pouvoir législatir. 





Jean HELIEU, Ambassadeur de France, Délégué Général et 
Plénipotentiaire de France au Levant, 


Vu les décrets du Chef des Francais Libres en date du 
24 Juin 1941, 


Vu le décret du Comité Francais de la Libération Nation- 
ale en date du 7 Juin 1943, 


Vu ltarreté No. 129/FC.du 18 Mars 1943 rétablissant, 
au Liban, l'application de la Constitution et modifiant 
certaines dispositions de cette Constitution, 


Arréte: 


ARTICLE l.- A titre provisoire et jugqu'au jour ot la 
ambre des Députés aura procédé 4 l'élection du Président 
de la République Libanaise, dans les conditions fixées par 
les Art. 49, 7h et 75 de la Constitution, le pouvoir exeécu- 
tif sera assuré par un Chef de l'Etat nommé par le Délégué 
Général et Plénipotentiaire de France au Levant. 


ARTICLE 2.- Le Chef de l'Etat est assisté d'un Secrétaire 
at et d'un Secrétaire d'Etat Adjoint nommés par lui et 
responsables devant lui. 


sRTICIE 3.- Le Chef de l'Etat a qualité pour prendre, sur 

@ proposition du Secrétaire d'Etat, des décrets ayant force 
de loi, sous les réserves formulées dans la proclamation de 
l'Indépendance du Liban faite & Beyrouth le 26 Novembre 1941 
per le Général d'Armée CATROUX, Commandant en Chef, Délégu 
Général et Plénipotentiaire de la France Libre au Levant. 


hee Le Chéf de 1tEtat devra convoquer, en session 
extraordinaire, la Chambre des Députés de la République 
Libanaise, dans un délai qui n'exoédera pas quinze jours 
aprés la proclamation des résultats définitifs des elections 
& intervenir. 


e 


ARTICLE 5.- Ltarrété No. 130/FC du 18 Mars 1943 est abrogé. 


ARTICLE 6.- 


ent arrété qui, vu l'urgence et conformément aux dis- 
sitions de l'article 3 de l'arrété No. 96/S du 14 Avril 
925, entrera en vigeur par voie dtaffichage & la porte de 
la pé1égation Générale. ‘ : 


oul 6.- Le Secrétaire Général est chargé de 1'exécution 
u 8 


le Secrétaire Général: Beyrouth, le 21 Juillet 1943 
signé: Yves CHATAIGNEAU 
Le Délégué Gépéral et Plénipotentiaire 
si : Jd 


Le Conseiller Législatif | : J. HELLEU 
signé: Jean CHABERT P.A. Le Chef du Cabinet Civil 


Affiché le 21 Juillet 1943 
a9h. 45 
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DELEGATION GENERALE DE LA ARRETE No 301/F.C. 
FRANCE COMBATTANTE du 21 Juillet 1943 
AU LEVANT 
Législation portant nomination, & titre provisoire, 
Justice du Chef de l'Etet de le République Libenaise. 
Contentieux 





Jean HELLEU, Ambassadeur de Franse, Délécué Générel 
et Plénipotentieire de France au Levant, 


Vu les décrets du Chef des Frengais Libres en date 
du 24 Juin 1941, 


Vu le décret du Comité Frangais de le Libération 
Nationale en date du 7 Juin: 1943, 


Wu Ltarr6té No 189/FC du 18 Mars 1943 rétablissant, 
@u Liban, l'applicetion de la Constitution et modifiant 
certaines dispositions de cette Constitution, 


Wa ltarr@té No 300/FO du 21 Juillet 1943 réglent, au 
Liban, & titre provisoire, et jusqutA l'éleetion du Prési- 
dent de la République Libanaise, l'torganisation et le fonc- 
tionnement du pouvoir exécutif et du pouvoir législatif, 


Arréte: 
fe 1.- &.H. Petro TRAD, ancien Président de la Chembre 
sputés est nommé Chef de l'Etat de la République Libe- 
naise @vec les pouvoirs définis per ltarr@été No 300/FC du 
21 Juillet 1943. 





RETOLE 2i~ Le Secrétaire Général est chargé de 1'exécution 

a préseatierrsté qui, vu l'urgence et conformément aux dis- 
positions de ltartiole 3 de l'arr@té No 96/3 du 14 Avril 1925, 
oataere en vigueur per woie dtaffichage & la porte de la 
dgatton Générale, 


Beyrouth, le 21 Juillet 1943 


Le Dékégué Général et Plénipotentiaire 
signé: J. HELLEU 

Le Seerétaire Général: 

signé: Yves CHATAIGNRAU 


Le Conseiller Législatif: 
signé; Jean CHABERT 
_ AfTiehé le 21 Juillet 1943 
&aoh. 45 
' P.A. Le Ghef du Cabinet Civil 
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Decisions of "Christian Congress" dated July 29, 1943, 
(Translation into French from Arabic) 


A & heures de l'aprés-midi du jeudi 29 Juillet 
1943, Sa Béatitude le Patriarche Antoun Arida, Patri- 
arche d'Antioche et de tout l'Orient, le véneré, a 
ouvert & Bkerké la séance du Congrés Général chrétien 
en la présence des prélats, _ a 


Messeigneurs: 


Elia Salibi, Archev@que Grec Orthodoxe de Beyrouth. 

Esta isen, Vicaire Patriarcal des Arméniens Catho- 
liques représentant Sa Béatitude le Patriarche Catholique 
des Arméniens,. , 

Ephrem Hikary, Archev@que des Syriens Catholiques 
représentant 5on ieson le Cardinal Tappouni, Patri- 
arche des Syriens Catholiques. 


Herdafacht, Archev@que des Arméniens Orthodoxes. 
ree chev@que des Syriens Orthodoxes. 
re 


Boulos ar, Pauliste, représentant 
Monseigneur warfare Sepesk Archev@que Grec-Catholique 
de Beyrouth, absent & Alep. 
Le Pasteur Moufid Abd el Karim, chef de la Com- 


Tuunauté Evangélique du Liban, n’a pu venir & cause de 
son absence de Beyrouth. , 


Etaient présents les prélats Maronites, 


Messeigneurs: 






Khoury, Vicaire Général Patriarcal. 
lanace Mobarak, Archev@que de Beyrouth. 

an H chev@que de Damas. 
a, Archev@que de Baalbek. 
» Archev@que de Tripoli. 
b, Archev@que de Chypre. 
Vicaire Patriarcal 4 Batroun. 










Aprés délibérations au sujet de la répartition des 
vikges électoraux entre les communautés du Liban, et 
apres avoir passé en revue ltattitude du Congres Musul- 
man & Beyrouth qu'il dénonce comme une lutte déclarée 
non seulement contre la majorité chrétienne du Liban 
mais contre ltintégrité du Liban lui-mtme; 


Aprés avoir considéré la proposition de Moustapha 
Nehas Pacha, chef du Gouvernement Egyptien, suggérant 
la répartition des siéges électoraux dans la proportion 
de 29 chrétiens & 25 musulmans contrairement a la pro- 
portion réelle résultant de la statistique officielle 
adoptée par le Gouvernement Libenais; 


Et vu la déclaration de Nouri Said Pacha, chef 
du Gouvernement Iraquien, que existence du Liban 
dans son état actuel est menacée et que le Liban doit 
@tre inclu dans l'unité Arabe; 


Et aprés avoir débattu les faits et agissements 
connus par les Congressistes et qui prouvent que le but 
de toutes ces tentatives est de détruire l'influence 
chrétienne nationale ou étrangére dans ce pays; 


Cela étant, le Congrés décide & l'unanimité ce 
qui suit: . 


1) Exprimer se surprise du fait de toutes inter- 
ventions de la part des chefs de gouvernements étran- 
gers dans les affaires intérieures du Liban, dans les- 
quelles leurs gouvernements n'ont rien & voir, et con- 
sidérer que ces interventions sont dictées purement 
par un fanatisme religieux. 


2) Refuser totalement la proposition de Nahas Pacha. 
3) Refuser totalement la proposition de El Said Pacha. 


4) Maintenir les décrets 49 et 50, promulgués par 
le Gouvernement Libanais, sous la Présidence de Eyoub 
Tabet, en ce qui concerne la répartition des siéges 
électoraux, basée sur les registres de l'Etat-Civil de 
la Sipubl igus Libanaise, registres ayant servi de base 
au Gouvernement Tabet qui s'est conforme au traité de 
Lausanne en ce qui concerne les émigrés Libanais qui 
ont opté pour leur nationalité Libanaise et dont la 
plupert vivent aux Etats-Unis d'Amérique et dont plu- 
sieurs se sont engagés sous son drapeau et donnent leur 
sang pour la cause de la liberté du monde. 


5) Dans le cas ot la demande formulée dans le para- 

graphe 4 ne pourrait @tre admise, le Congrés accepte, 

ur prouver son indulgence chrétienne, et sauvegarder 
i fraternité nationale entre les airtérentes Commu- 
nautés du pays, qu'un parlement soit constitué ayant 
le m@me nombre de membres et dans la m@me proportion 
ue le précédent, pourvu que tous les députés soient 
lus, en ce sens qu'ils soient au nombre de 63 dont 35 
chrétiens et 28 musulmans, & condition aussi qu'aprés 
la formation dtun gouvernement constitutionel on pro- 
cde & un recensement général exact, et que les droits 
des émigrés soient sauvegardés comme il en a été dé- 
cidé dens le traité de Lausanne. 


6) Attendu que la teneur du paragraphe 5 susmen~ 
tionné constitue le maximum des concessions qui permette 
la sauve ie des droits des chrétiens au Liban, le 
Congrés Gécide, uten cas ot ces vues ne se réalise- 
raient pas, les élections seront boycottées par toutes 
les communautés chrétiennes. 


Enclosure no. 21 to despatch 
noe 168 dated August 23, 1943, 
from the Legation at Beirut. 


Radio message to the Lebanese People by the 
yg Delegate General, M. Helleu, July 31, 
° 


My Lebanese Friends: 


On the eve of a delicate election period which must 
decide Lebanon's future, allow me as an old friend of 
your country to appeal to your patriotic understanding. 


Differences of opinion recently broke out among you 
as to the mode of carrying out the elections. I deeply 
feel, with all my disinterested affection for your dear 
country, that Lebanon's supreme interest demands that an 
end be immediately put to these controversies, and that 
the solidarity of ranks be restored in a sentiment of 
patriotic agreement. 


I beseech you to believe these words, not only of 
a friend of all the Lebanese, but also of a diplomat who 
is experienced in international affairs. With the happy 
md rapid progress of the war, it is essential that con- 
cord should reign among the sons of Lebanon. It is es- 
sential that a responsible Parliamentary Government be 
set up very soon. In the face of this situation, and 
fully conscious of my heavy responsibility, I am prepared 
to face some angry remarks, but I am convinced that they 
will die down. At any rate, I have judged it my duty to 
assume, altogether independently, heartily, end with the 
confidence of all those who have known me here for long 
and who honor me with their friendship, the unenviable-- 
though necessary--role of arbiter, 


The solution which I have adopted demands of the 
two groups of communities, who have unfortunately come 
to a misunderstending, the sacrifice of one seat each. 
It is unbelieveble--world opinion would not understand 
it--that, before the vity of the interests at stake, 
Lebanon's future should be endangered by an obstinate 
end purely theoretical opposition. Moreover, the solu- 
tion I have put forward is of a temporary character, and 
is intended to enable = to enter upon your constitu- 
tional life without delay, leaving to the Assembly, freely 
chosen by you, the care of iieoataine your future mode 
of national representation. 


Furthermore, a general census of the Lebanese popu- 
lation mst take place within two years. By-elections 
can then be held in accordance with census returns in 
order to make the corrections in the composition of par- 
liament. 


The main thing at the outset is to take the step 
which will permit you to the free and full exercise 
of your sovereignty. In to attain this object, 
Lebanon is in need of brotherly unity among her sons, no 
matter to what commmity or class they belong. 


~De 


I therefore invite all the Lebanese to this neces- 
sary and urgent union. I refuse to believe that they 
are capable of doubting France's affectionate friendship 
and that of her representative. 


Enclosure no. 22 to despatch 
no. 168 dated August 23, 1943, 
from the Legation at Beirut. 


Radio message to the Lebanese People by H.BeMe 
Minister, Major-General Sir Edward Spears, K.B.E., 
CoBey MeCe, MePe, July sl, 1943. 


Citizens of the Lebanon: 


His Excellency Monsieur Helleu, on my return from 
London, kindly consulted me concerning the difficulties 
— have had to be solved on the subject of the elec- 
tions. 


Knowing the profound sincerity of his attachment to 
the Lebanon, I answered his appeal with all the more 
pleasure, and I shared his anxiety to see the end of a 
crisis which is so detrimental to the real interests of 
your country. In fact, all friends of the Lebanon can 
only desire that completely free elections should teke 
place here at the earliest possible moment. This is all 
the more necessary in view of the fact that Syria has 
just completed her elections. It is most regrettable 
that the Lebanese elections have not yet taken place 
when those of your great and friendly neighbor have al- 
ready been carried out. 


The solution adopted by Ambassador Helleu seems to 
me to be essentially just. 


Since the Moslem Commmity accepts as being fair 
and equitable that there should be a Christian majority 
fh the Lebanese Chamber, it seems incredible that, this 
majority being assured, the Christian Community should 
imperil its good telations with the other great Commun- 
ity. relations which are absolutely essential, not 
only to the well-being of the country but also to its 
survival, all for the question of one extra majority 
seat. Never was so great a stake risked on such an in- 
significant question. I dare to hope that the Christian 
Community will accept without reserve the decision of 
the Ambassador, a decision which, I have no doubt, would 
have been taken by General Catroux. Not to accept would 
be to risk losing the sympathy of the Democracies, who 
attach such great value to equitable solutions. The 
United Nations would not be very grateful to any man, 
Party, Community or Sect committing any act likely to 
turn their attention, if only for a moment, from their 
great task of liberation. — 


It goes without saying that, in face of such a 
problem, each Community entertained its claims and its 
hopes. It must be understood that the very spirit of 
democracy is that of solution by compromise. The 
Christian Community was not the only one to have enter- 
tained and to have formmlated so-called minimum 
claims. I am pleased, as a Christian, to pay tribute to 
the manner in which the Moslem Commmity sacrificed its 
point of view in the interest of the country at large, 
the country loved by everyone in the same degree, the 


-2 - 


I also think that the decision to have, at the | 
present moment, a Chamber composed of a reduced number 
of seats is a wise one. The new Chember can increase 
ite number if it considers it necessary to do so. To 
have allocated to it more than sixty deputies was, without 
doubt, playing the game of certain circles, but the de- 
cision once taken cannot be altered. In no country in 
the world do deputies abolish their ow seats. Be 
myself a deputy, I know that better than anybody. 


It is the duty of the new Chamber to decide whether 
the number of seats should be increased, and the duty of 
the Lebanese electors to decide whether they desire the 
expensive luxury of supplementary Deputies. 


The keystone of Monsieur Helleu's decision resides 
in the declaration that there will be a census dur 
the next two years. This means that the measures ta 
have a purely transitory character and that, which cannot 
but please everybody, the coming elections will be based 
om an exact knowledge of the number of inhabitants and 
communities. 


Equally importent, Monsieur Helleu has told me that 
he would announce at the same time as the date of the 
coming elections that new elections will follow the census. 


Everyone can, therefore, feel assured that in two 
years the Lebanon will be provided with a Chember exactly 
representative of the opinion of its citizens. 


Everybody knows that Great Britain is a staunch sup- 
porter of liberty, to the extent of being ready to sac- 
wifice everything to this ideal. She has effectively 
shown this. Her people's only ambition is to form part 
of a great comity:of nations, small or great, as free as 
she ise Great Britain has guaranteed your independence, 
promised Frence. France, by the measures which have 
just been taken by Monsieur Helleu, has begun to imple- 
ment the promise made. This has given me great pleasure. 


I trust that each one will do his duty at the coming 
elections by voting as his conscience dictates for the 
common good of his Lebanese motherland, in order that she 
may take her place one day at the side of, and on an 
equal footing with, the free nations of the world. 
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Iraqi. and Egyptian Coneuls Gencral called 


gor? | separately on Syrian Foreign Minister last weekend 


under inetructione their government'e | 


0 q0% Former telle me he etated that Iraqi Government 
49 


recognizes etate of Syria as “an independent 


961/10°306R8 


qo 1404 _ sovereign estate" and has decided to eatablish 
10 ae diplomatic relations, Coneulate in Damascus 
Weing raired to Legation and he himeelf being 
appointed Charge d*Affaires ad hoc in addition 
to his aerignment ae Coneul General in Beirut. 


Vu/Sd 


He expecte early arrangements will be made for 
exchange of Miniatere. 
Egyptian Ooneul General tells me his visit 


Sve FS 3S 


~—“wae to communicate to Syrian Government Nahas ( 
ashas formal anawer to ite exprerced desire a =] 
exchange Minietere (Egypt having recognized Syrian 4, 


independence in 1941) 
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-2- #270, Septetiber’ 8, 10 a.m. from Beirut 219 
. independente in 1941) and to participate in current 
preliminary discue@ione designed to pave way 

to Arab unity. Reply wae cordial invitation to 

Foreign Minister to vieit Nahas in Cairo and assurance . 
Wat no impediment wae perceived to early exchange 

of diplomatic repre sentatives following exploratory 
Eoousseiie. 
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BEIRUT. 
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he. OWI has rea ae ron en Depatmaa suggestion, 
| obtaining official statement,regarding election new 

gabon" Lebanese President. This seems oossibly undesirable to us, 

in yiew of nonissuance of such statement following recent 
tan elections. However, you may, in your discretion, 

make suitable statement for public release to the effect 
thet this Government has followed recent developments in 
Syria and Lebanon with close and sympathetic attention, and 
that it welcomes the successful reestablishment of constitu- 
tional governments in those States as a further important 
etep Feweee tne rurriiment, under the banrer of the United 
Nations, of the aspirations of the Syrian and Le bane se ry 


peoples for sovereign independence, oY 


eg. aay ‘par 
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Subject: Middle East Intelligence 
Source: Owl - Beirut 
Date; September 2, 1943. 





First seeds of post war sovereignty for small nations of the Middle gast 
were sown today, as the Lebanon elected ite President. Canons boomed throughout 
Beirut. Thousands of Christians, Moslems, Druze ami Kurds peacefully rubbed 
shoulders and crowded the square fronting the Lebanese House of Parliment 
cheering, the announcement of the election of Bishara Khouri, former Prime x 
Minister as President and 47 of 55 newly elected deputies. lLebanons single \ 


elected governing officers in secret ballot, by dropping votes into a locked 
wooden box passed around the floor. The Chamber is about the sise of the old 


Additional officers elected were Sabri Himadeh, President of the 
Chamber of Deputies; Nicolas Ghoen, Vice President; Emile Lahhoud and Rifst ‘\ 
Khasoun , Secretaries. Shoubing, sweating crowds vainly fighting to gain & 


tellers, counting the presidential b » reached a sufficient nwaber to 

that Khourd was elected, wild cheering arose among deputies in the galleries, 
Partisans were released. A dozen doves fluttered symbolically into the ok 
chamber and perched on the Presidents platform. Long after parliament ad- ‘ 
journed and diplomatic honor guests had left, helmeted scabbordded soldiers ' 
marched away and the delegates were borne from the Capitol on the shoulders of 
their is followers. Doves cooed in the empty chamber, nesting on copies 
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Secretory of State, 





Washington. 
‘292, October 13, 6 Patio 4/146 


Yo { oh . 
ere Reference riy 270,/Septenber 8, 10 Aerme, na a0, 


October 8, noone 
Iraqi Consul Genero] cclledc this i.orning on 


Lebcnese Premier ond handed him note setting forth 


yO thet as of today Iraqi recognizes Lebanese independence 
gi! Wy ql” and thot he himself wes thercupon elevated to grade of 

Ad 

- 404 ~Charge dtAffrires cd hoc. 

9 


no Thus, Irnigi ond Egyption recognition of Syrian 


7 


and Lebanese independence is cccompldshed fact, Next 


expected steps envisoged Avpointuents of Syrian and 


Lescnese diplowtic representatives at Baghdad ond Oalro, 


prob bly following forthcoming Lreb unity discussions 
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SUBJECT Collaboration by Syrian Foreign Minister and 


Premier with Lebanese Foreign and Prime Minirters 
regarding their respective governments. 


In connection with call on Syrian Foreign Minister 
in Damascus, informs of -. 
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED Bp 
EJ Beirut 


This telegram must be 


closely paraphrased be-FROM Dated Octoben 24, 1943 
fore being a ioated 


to anyone, (80 Rec'd 4:06 pem,, 25th 
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Reference my. IEA, Robes 8, 8 peme, and/29l, 
October 11, 8. Delle’ 

During fortnight since Chamber voted confidence 
in new Government's “independence® program, strong 
wave of Nationalist sentiment has swept Lebanese 
Ohrietian as well as Moslem circles, Even Maronite 
Patriarch has cordially received President and 
Premier and given program his blessings 

Generally strongly anti-French in color, this 
present political trend supporte basic plank of 
Government's policy that Lebanon must achieve full 
independence in cooperation with sister Arab states 
based on mutual recognition of separate sovereignty 
and territorial integrity. In conversations here 


with several provincial leaders and on recent visit 


to paramount Druze sheikhs, I found interesting con» 
firmation of reports that thie support is as readily 


given 
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~2-#296, October 24, 6 Peme, from Beirut oon 
given by provincial groupings as by more politically— . 
minded Beirut circlees,. 

President of Chamber has twice assured me, depu- 
ties will demand explanations if Government delays 
forthright action designed to implement program. In 
particular, they urge early modification of consti- 
tution, notably Article 90 which subordinates exer 
cise of legislative power to "rights and duties of 
mandatory power", 

Bignificant inoident ocourred October 135 when: 
French Delegate General Helleu published decree 
prescribing return to Winter time. Government's 
_ reply wae immediate publication of similar decree, 
thus permitting Lebanese to observe their own rather 
than French promulgated law and deferring showdown 
on "vital question of the hour", 

That question is: Shall French be recognized 
as having power to legislate by decree? Premier 
and Foreign Minister assure me they, like Syrian 
Ministers, will readily yield to Allied military 
authorities all powere "necessitated by conditions 
of war", but they state flatly that exercise of 
mandatory authority by Free French is without 

juridical 


~Srf29G~ October 24, 6 pgmgy from Beirut 


guridieal basis, repugnant to Lebanese aspirations 
and inconsistent with Allied promises and acts of 
recognition of independence, 

Most. important political achievement of fort- 
night resulted from series of meetings between 
Lebanese and Syrian Ministers, ending with signature 
at Damascus October 20 of agreement for establishment 
of joint commigsion to administer common interests. 
Premier informs me memoires of agreement, desiderata 
and demands are to be presented to French authorities 
this week; aleo that support of Arab States is to be 
urged by Syrian Minister now in Cairo, 

President of Republic calling informally on me 

“last week expressed keen satisfaction at course of 
developmerite and confidence in good sense of Ministry 
and leading deputies, Like Premier, he expected 
strong oppesition by French and expressed hope British 
and American Governmentea would “assist Lebanese 
Government in overcoming obetacles", 

In case of United States, he said he hoped this 
could be done through "moral suasion at Algiers" to 

. end that such further steps as war exigencies warrant 
be taken progressively to-apply Atlantic Charter 

, principles 


4-296, October 24; 6 peme, from Beirut 


principles to Levante States; He promised me brief 
"confidential impersonal memorandum" of Government! s 
basic position and views. 

This memorandum wae brought me yesterday by 
Premier, He was obviously disturbed, Without sum 
pathetic support of Allied and Arab Governments, he 
gaid *I fear we shall get nowhere", He continued 
substantially as follews: 

"We and Syrian Ministers had hopes from early 
conversations with Helleu that modus operandi could 
be found for definition of wartime relationships and 
transfer of common interests, But barometer fell 
sharply with recent return of Chataigneau from month's 

~ consultations in Algiere, 

"During ensuing fortnight we gained increasingly 
conviction that French will yield nothing of their 
de facto authority--to us it has no basis de jure— 
unless we first reaffirm or renegotiate Franco~ 
Lebanese treaty of alliance, This we have no intention 
of doing; no Government could and retain Parliamentary 
confidence, ia 

"Now we have just received uncompromising note 
from Helleu. It proteste our program for progressive 


realization 


~S-f295, October 24, 6 Petes from Beirut 


realization of Andépendencte Bpecial exception is 
taken to projected modification of constitution, 
Full mandatory euthority is asserted. I oan say no 
more except, that matter must be submitted fully to 
Parliament". | 
Premier added he hoped to be able to give me 
full documentation end next week, If of special 
interest to Department, word in that sense would be 
helpful, for with twenty-year background of mandatory 
control, there is still hesitation to communicate 
full texts of communications exchanged with French 
authori ties. 
Premier appeared, too, to be considerably per 
“turbed by persistent reoent rumor that Hellcu is to 
be replaced by a French General and a division of 
French troops sent here to maintain security following 
expected departure of British Ninth Army unite for 
European battle zonte : 
Resume of memorandum sent me by President follow, 
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We should not like to obtain tata referred 


to in antepenultimate paragraph of your 2 


eas 24, 


6 pem, by leading local authorities to expect active 


time. However, we are following developments with 


' intervention in support of their views at the present 


sympathetic interest and should accordingly be glad to 


receive the fullest information which the Lebanese or 


Syrian authorities feel able to communicate to you. 
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\ NUY 16423 - 
Phare, of a e October 25, 5 Pem. (SECTION ONE) 7 Oo 
gqo* — Reference last paragraph my 294, October 24, oy 
6 Poem, = 
~ 
Document in question possesses particular 3 
interest because (one) it was prepared specially 
by Lebanese Government at suggestion of Presicent 
of Republic for information of American Government 
and (two) it is first peneral stetement cutlining 
views of new constitutional regime on major political 
issues with which it is faced, a 
Both President and premier suggested De peytme nt le “n 
might wish tc communicate it, with appropriate 7 a 
inetructions or comment, to our representetion = q 
at Algigera on conditicn that letter consider scurce€ . 
1 : strictly confidential, it present stage in a 7 . 
+ 2 ah negotiations for definition of wartime relationships 2 
\e v and transfer of sanecclaieamicile they desire to avoid | 4 
Be | unneeesserily offending French susceptibilities. 
? Resume of document followss - 
— He( The mandatory regime, cesentielly provisional c 
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~@- 297, October 25, 5 pem.(SECTION ONE) from Beirut 
and a preparation for inde pendence, endowed Lebanon 
with modern administrations and constitution and with 
common interests, notably customs, which sive economic 
unity to Levant states. 

Treaties of alliance with winnie, signed in 1936 
and ratified by lecal chambers but rejected by 
French parliamentary commissions, recognized aptitude 
of Tevant states for sovereignty and admission to 
league of Nations in 1939. 

With outbreak of war consitution was suspended 
and powers exercised by mandatory became incresingly 
extensive, a state of affairs which continued under 
Vichy regime until 194] when British and Free French 
€roops occupied country. } | 

Upon entry of trocps solemn Allied proclamations 
assured liberation of territory, termination of 
manhdate and new ere of cnlevende nbs Ensuingly 
Lyttleton-DeGaulle preeminence Cid so without 
pre judict to auch independence, Atlantic Charter 
was signed same month. 

Subse quently Catroux proclaimed inde pendence 
and established presidents in office but with reserves 
as to exigencies of war and announcement that final 
step in evolution towards independence would be 
conelusion of treaty with France. 
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Washington. 

297, October 25, 5 pem., (SECTION TWO) 

Following summer de Gaulle, apparently prompted 
by unfavorable reaction in France to "politique dt 
nbandon" or by difficulties with his Allies. spoke 
in unexpected manner of survival of mandate. In 
March of this year Ceatroux evoked its judicisl 
EXistEncE. 

In this situntion constitutional elections were 
held, It is common knowledge that resulting Syrian 
and Lebanese Governments "have decided definitely 
to exercise independence with all attributes of 
sovereignty". 

In Lebanon: public enthusiasm has been unprecedentede 


Ministerial program has broad popular support. 


However, difficulties of two kinds kinder its 


recligzations 
First are wor occasioned; they are “accepted 
without objeotion when they correspond to real needs 


of belligerent 
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‘ -2- $297, October 25, 5 pem., (SECTION TWO) from 
Beirut 272 
of belligerent crmics". Second are "graver and 
mor€é numerous difficulties resulting from liquidation 
of mandate". 
[ roday, there areé two opposing political theses. 

French maintain that mandate remains legally 
in force, Leajue of Nations not hawing discharged 
mandatory - « view apparently supported by Churchill's 
reported recognition of "survival of mandate on 
technical srounds". 
| French maintain further that this need not 
interfere with exercise of independence, final 
achievement of which must be through treaty 
of alliance; also thet, pending conclusion of treaty, 
powers held by Free French Delevation cannot be 
relinquished. 

Opposing Lebanese and Syrian view iss mandate 
has ceaked to exist becnuse, among other good reasons 
of law and fuot, principal interested powers have 
recognized independence; Elsetwise independence 
would be illusory. 

Further, treaties of alliance with France 
cannot be envisaged at this time, inter alia 


because 


~3e #297, October 25, 5 peome, (SECTION TWO) from <6 
Beirut 
beeause on French side there is absence of legislative 
power able to ratify treatics and because every 
state of wor (with British troops in country) 
renders inapplicable military convention supplementing 
treaty. J 
Beeause of these opposing thegis relations with 
France have reached most unfortunate state which blocks 
realization of very real and legitmate Lebanese 
and Syrian aspirations and at game time prejudices 
French int chests; for, were France to show herself 
more liberal and understanding, it is certain she 
would better guard her favored plaocte 
(END OF MESSAGE) 
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The Department understands that Mr. Jean Helleu, Delegate 














of the French Committee of Nation«l1 Liberation at Beirut, is now 
in 






iers to discuss with the Committee future policy as regards 
Syfia and Lebanon, in the light of the demands of the recently 
established elective local Governments to exercise all sovereign 
powers not necessarily reserved to the Allied military authorities 
for war purposes. This would apparently involve, notably: 


. 


1. Transfer to the local Governments of the governnental 


10¢/10°3068 


powers formerly exercised by the French High Commissioners and still 


retained by the Free French delegation, consisting mainly of the 
administration of the "common interests" (i.e. customs and monopoly 
revenues, patents and trademarks, et cetera). 

2 Dismantling of the French administration, with transfer 
of appropriate French, personnel to positions as advisers to local 
Government departments. 

3. Chamjng status of French Delegation to that of diplomatic 


representation. A: 


4 Appropriate modification of constitutional provisions 
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conferring governmental powers on the French administration. 

Despite the proclamations of "independence" issued by 
General Catroux in the fall of 1941, in the name of the French 
National Committee at London, the French authorities have con- 
tinued zealously to retain maximum powers. It is understood 
that Helleu recently informeia the Lebanese Government that the 
mandate remains in effect and that constitutional modifications 
would accordingly not be accepted. 

It is the opinion of this Government that the Frenvh Com- 
mittee of National Liberation should take practical ste )s to 
implement the "independence" promised the Levant States; and 
that its failure to do so would cast doubt on the sincerity of 
announced United Nations principles and thus injure our common 
war effort. In our view, no useful purpose would be served by 
an academic debate on the juridical technicalities of this complex 
situation. The validity of the French thesis is dubious, at best, 
and for practical purposes the League mandate must be regarded as 
being in suspense. cscs 

In a recent exchange of communications with the British, 
copies of which are en route to you under cover of an air mail 
4nstruction dated October 25, the Department expressed this 
Gov srnment 's essential agreement with the views of the british 


Government as regards the possible conclusion of agreements 
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a future relationship of the French authorities to the 
new States, stating this Government's position in the following 
terms: . 

QUOTE This Government would not object to free and voluntary 
negotiations for this purpose between the Syrian and Lebanese Gov- 
ernments and representatives of the French Committee of National 
Liberation, provided the instruments concluded contained proper 
safeguards of the rights and interests of the local populations 
and of the United States and its nationals and on the understand- 
ing that such instruments would be applied provisionally pending 
their eventual formal ratification and approval by the interested 
parties. UNQUOTE 

It was also made clear that this Government does not consider 
itself associated with the ¢Lyttleton-de Gaulle) agreements con- 
cluded prior to the invasion of the Levant States by British and 
Free French forces in 1941, and is not prepared to admit that 
France should enjoy a “preeminent and privileged" position therein. 

Syria and Lebanon have never constituted a part of French 
territory but have been mandated States of Class A, whose independence 
was.contemplated in the terms of the mandate itself and has already 
been long delayed, despite the relatively high level of education 
and political maturity of the populations. There would seem to be 


little doubt that reasonable arrangements accepted on a de facto 
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basis by the principal parties at interest at the present time 
would be formally approved after the war. Moreover, we are con- 
vinced that sincere and generous action to implement the independ~ 
ence of the Levant States now would create goodwill toward the 
French on the part of the Syrian and Lebanese people and thus pro- 
tect and serve the long run interests of France much better than 
insistence on retaining mandatory powers, which would certainly 
create an explosive quantity of ill-will and resentment. Please 
take this matter up in the foregoing sense with the appropriate 
French authorities (this will presumably include General Catroux) 
keeping the Department and Beirut informed of developments. 

The substance of this telegram has been communicated to the 
British Embassy here and it is expected that your British colleague 
will shortly be instructed to make similar representations. You 
are authorized to discuss this matter with him, but because of 
special interests which might be imputed to the british in this 
area, it would appear preferable that your action be independent 
of any which he may take. 

Sent to Algiers for Murphy. Repeated to London, Cairo and Beirut. 


Ya OS 
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(NOTE to Code Room:R wy London as No. Dasgs to Cairo as No./ 70S" 
and to Beirut as No with reference to Beirut's 297,0ct.25, 5pem.) 
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ya MaRN Ma ‘2, / 2994 October 30, 5 peme, (SECTION ON ) 


Witlf or , 
“Fe AO 1G) 
\ Cr, 194: Pext of French note referred to in the 
STMENT of sia S102 off 200 (4 
Ss ‘paragraph my 295, October 24, 6 pem. was shown d 

gir! to me in confidence yesterday by Lebanese Forelg } = 
{ Minister. Spears calis it “inguit to principles for = 
e 
which we have been fighting" oO 
After referring to Lebanese Minister's dec ared ~~ 

G96 £09 166 Ni 

intention to modify constitution (see my 290, October 8, O 

8 peme) note makes sense of comments under instructions Ms 

* from Algiers Committee of Liberation, substantially 
as follows? 

“ 

“Mandate confined to France subsists in law; cn 

™, 

League of Nations not having relieved France thereof. nN 

1 


Proposed constitutional modifications would 


rx} 
fr" 
hs 4 A 
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committees can be questioned (Migencauke) by unilateral 
a 


sa 


directly affect mandatory position of France which 


therefore could not admit their validity. 


evel! 


Strictly according to law no international 


acte 


} hk Ne 2 | ® 
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~B- $299, October 30, 5 peme, (SECTION ONE) from Beirut 


acte 

In these circumstances attention is drawn to 
grave consequgnces which such modifications would 
entail. . 

In partigular, Article XI of constitution 
(prescribing that French may: be an official language) 
1s bound to mandate, being stipulated in Article XVI 
thereof.” 

Heller then inserted personal observation that 
"apart from these considerations it seems useless 
and inopportune to open theoretical debate relative to 
mandate that could in no way hasten Lebanese 
acquisition of complete independence which France 
remains resolved to accord on basis of general 
settlement of Franco-Lebanese relations", 

Concluding paragraph reads: 

"Meanwhile Committee of Liberation, desirous 
of facilitating task of Lebanese Government, is 
entirely disposed to examine in broadest spirit 
certain arrangements which would facilitate Lebanese 
progression towards full and complete independence", 

Foreign Minister commented in substance? 

"Note raises spectre of mandates. French hide 


themselves: 
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themselves it, They want to guin tine; have no 
intention of relinquishing cirect control; 
have much hope for Russian support’, 

He added: "Speare is endeavoring to arrange 


to sec iden on his return from lioscow to discuss 


y \ y! entire question. 
be able similarly 


of course welcome 


suggestion should 


liight it not be useful were you to 
to speak with l'r, Hull." I should 
opportunity to coiply with this 


Department deem it desirable and 





Secretary's return itinerary include stopover in 


Egypt or other nearby country. 
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Minister then explained thet Vrench note, which 
was addressed to President, has been acknowledged by 
him with simple comment that in vicw of its 
importance it had been referred to I'inistry which 
in turn was preparing reply for early delivery. 

Minister continued: "Obviously our reply 
will contest French claim to mandatory authority. 
Juridically I believe we are on sound ground if only 
because Lebanese constitution, which is surely not an 
international instrument, provides for modification 
by Parlianent. But practically it is difficult to 


see how we can get French to turn over any suéstantial 
— DIVISION OF 
POLITICAL STUD! 


“NOV aYe i 


powers", 


DEPA hal OF STATE 


POR AR TCL 
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themselves it, They want to gain time; have no 
intention of PRL AEA AAO direct control; 281 
have much hope for Russian support". 

He added: "Speare is endgavoring to arrange 
to see Eden on his return from Moscow to discuss 
entire question. Might it not be useful were you to 
be able similarly to speak with Mr. Hull." 1 should 
of course welcome opportunity to comply with this 
suggestion should Department deem it desirable and 
Secretary's return itinerary include stopover in 
Egypt or other nearby country. 

Minister then explained that French note, which 
was addressed to President, has been acknowledged by 
him with simple comment that in view of its 
importance it had been referred to Ministry which 
in turn was preparing reply for early delivery. 

Minister continueds "Obviously our reply 
will contest French claim to mandatory authority, 
Juridically I believe we are on sound ground if only 
because Lebanese (%)cons (*)vides for modification by 
Parliament. But practically it igs difficult to see 


how we can get French to turn over any substantial 


powers”, 
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CORRECTED PAGE 
-4- 299, October 30, 5 pem.e (SECTION OFF) from Beirut , 


powers", 
Actually, he added, indirect reply to Freneh 
note had been made in statement made yesterday to 


Parliament by Premier. 


WADS ORTH 
Note: Correction from Legation, Beirut, 


DES 
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powers", 


Actually, he added, indirect reply to French 


note had been made in statement made yesterday to 


Parliament by Premiere 
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| FROM 
Secretary of State, 


Washington, 284 


299, October SO, 5 p.m, (SECTION TWO) 

That etatement "announced that full agreement had 
been reaghed with Syrian Government relative to joint 
Syro-Lebanese adminietration of common interests; that 
memoranda had been addreened to Helleu demanding transe~ 
fer of thore interesntea on that beeis; that Helleu haé 
asked for ten to fifteen daye delay for personal con- 
sultation with Committee in Algiere (note: he left here 
Ootober 26); and that Ministry felt confident Committee 
which was fighting for liberation of its own country would 
not-.fai1 "fo dofuse ‘ys the administrattoncover eup own 
affairg® in accord with higheat of French historical 
traditions "liberty and the righte of man", 

Finally Premier's statement touched on conetitu- 
tional ieeue ae "en affair which coneerne us solely" 
and promised early eaubmieeion of bill for ite modi- 
fication, (Note: Premier hae eince informed me thie 
will be done within few days). 

Foreign Minister then handed me copy of his note 

, to Helleu 


O 


eta Teyuepy 
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-2—- #299, Getober 30, 5 p.m. (¢ECTION TWO) From 
~2... Cot ewe, 50, Seyrouth 


re peeve 


to Helleu vecerding tranefer of common intereata. 
aTape *ter or Oo! 6a: Se ce. 


Similar Syrian note wi rata wee delivered four gaya 


earlier on October 20. 

wal Thies note atatees that chief duty of "firet con- 
stitutional government of independent Lebanon" is to 
organize country's independenc®, "a natural right of 
Lebanese people recognized by friendly nations and 
coneecrated by their accrediting of diplomatic repre- 
sentatives", 

It avere that withholding from Lebanon of certain 
attributes of sovereignty end certain of ite intererta 
1g not compatible with independence, It then makes 
four pointe aubetantially as followe: 

"French Delegation General should traneform it~ 
relf into diplomatic representation; all attributee 
of sovereignty should henceforth be exercised by 
Lebanese constitutional authorities; Lebanere Govern 
ment should take over all intereate and servicer now 
administered by Delegation General for Lebanese 
accounts; Lebanon and Syria have already agreed on 
Joint adminietration for their common intereet®, 

Note concludes with reiteration of confidence 
that "France will not fail in ite hietoric mission", 

And Minieter 


286 

-3— #299, October 30, 5 p.m. (SECTION TWO) from 
Beyrouth 

And Minieter aaeured me that omieejon therefrom of any 
reference to “limitatione (on sovereignty) necessitated 
by conditions of war" in no wiee implied revereaal of 
position communicated to me in preaident's recent 
memorandum (eee my 297, October 25, 5 p.m.). 

Finally Miniater exprereed, ae did Premier, later 
concern at British Minieter at Stete Lawe atatement in 
Commone October 27 ae reported by Reuter that "it ie 
technically imposible now to terminate the mandate", 
He much preferred my tentatively euggeated formula 
that mandate is "in suepense" and added that “in light 
of promirer of independence it can, in Lebanese 
Opinion, never properly be re-eatabliahedf, 

For Free French now to arrert mandatory righte 
and authority he concluded wae logically abeurd;: 
they were not France nor even recognized ae a 
government; they had received no mandate from any 
eource; teohtically it might not be poescible at thia 
time to terminate the mandete jJuridically; but it waa 
a very long etep from there to holding that~Semmittee 
of Liberation war justified in exerciaing it, 

That the Free French do ao hold however cannot 
be doubted, Freneh note quoted above ie only moat 


recent 


-4- #299, October 30, 6 p.m. (SECTION TWO) from 

Reyrouth 
recent evidence, And in note written by Helleu to 
Spears October 23 regarding a prere ceneorehip matter 
the following striking parsagees are found? 

"My powera do not flow from there (exigencier 
of war), I hold here the attributione of the former 
High Commiseioners — Frence retaine political control 
in the Levant ae is made clear in the accords between 
our two countries", 

Another intereeting and important view ile expreased 
by British Judge Advocate General, Ninth army. In 
carefully rearoned memorandum dealing with juridical 
status of Levant Steter, designed primarily to define 
basir of authority of army commander for necesaary 
operational command, he holde that with Britieh con~ 
quest in July, 1941, etetue of country eeared to be 
that of territory under mandate and became that of 
territory in military occupation, He refere to "non- 
active mandate" and edde parenthetically my euggeeted 
phrase “in suapenee", 

This memorandum further diamieeer Lyttleton De 
Gaulle Agreement ar being declaration of traneiently 
expedient Allied policy rather than binding inter- 
national agreement; and he citer Pritiah and American 


formulae 
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Beyrouth 
formulae recognizing Committee of Liberation ae pree-~ 
crlbing categorically that relationehip with French ir 
subjected to "military requiremente of the Allied 
commandera", 

In conclusion I venture to add two pereonal views: 
One,, that in interest of mort effective prosecution of 
war in this theatre of operations, Ninth Army position 
should be sustained unless higher policy intererts 
otherwise dictate; and, two, that acute political 
orisis, not improbable accompanied by threat of civil 
distrubance, will ehortly develop in thie country if 
Free French thesis be sustained, for it eeeme clear 
that Lebanere Korliament will vote projected modifi~ 
catione of conetitution and thue place French in 
position of either becking down (which they show no 
eign of doing) or taking drastic suppressive action 
notably euepenesion of conetitution are hae been done 
in paet in exerciee of mandetory authority, 

A Qdisturbing confirmation of temper of French 
authoritier woe given me yesterday by French Delegation 
protocol officers when diacudeing seating arrangements 
for an official funetion with French Delegete to 
Lebanon, latter expreared preferen¢e, to be seated with 

Freneh 
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French . Coaneelore because he “might soon be 
Governor of Lebanon*®, 


(END OF MESSAGS). 
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FROM Dated November 5, 1°45 


Socrcetary of State, 


‘Jashington. 


302, November 5, 8B Pelle 





co 
GOL O1 9) 
Reference my 299, October 30, -5 p.m, = 
On instructions of French Conaittcc of Notional oO 
b { Libcration French delegation general here issucd sa 
G4 p communique today noon in followinj;, sconso: a 
Committce has cxamincd Guostion as to whether - 
Lebancse Covernment snd Parlicment may validly modify 
constitution unilatcrally. “y 
Its conclusion is that Freneh authoritics cannot _ 
_pocognize validity of any such action, it affecting = 


toxvts resulting fron international obligations undore 
waken by France and still in offect, unless madc with 


Fronch assont.e 


, OF AT 
+o» 
a ioe 


; : co 
Decision is but applicetion of general rulo of lew. = 


r ¥ 
> Respect of contracts {gs basis of independence and liborty c} 

6 ‘ © 

nd " ® 
ef stratvcse tS 
Coumittce is confident Lebanese nation will rcocognize () 

6 t3 

5 ¥ “ « ~ . a * . 

As y y® Csvisdon of decision and realize that in practice it is in ls 
ee e 
conformity with doterminction of France to accord Lobanon - 
ti 
complotc ae 
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w2— i502, Novombor 5, 8 puuks from Beirut, <50 
conplcte independence through nogotictions undertalken . 
in spirit of friondly coopsration, (%ND CO! MUNIQUE), 

Reaction in Lobancso Nationalist and Government 
circlos will assuredly bo onc of bittor opposition, 

OeSe» chairman of Parliamentary Foreign Affairs 

Committee tells me that if Government docs not immediately 
procced with its original proposal, thus denying French 
right of intervention, ho will havo full Parliamentary 
support in calling special session to interpellatc 

Primo Ministers 

He informed me that Presidont of Republic when 
recoiving communique from French dcelogatc to Lebanon 
statcd in substence "if this is attitudo of France we 
consider oursclvos no longer undor any obligations to 
you and freo to do as we find best", 

Loacing Maronuto Archbishop, Mwbaraq of Boirut, with 
whom I also talked this aftcrnoon was indignant. The 
Fronch are going too far, ho said, with thoir pretcntions 
to unqualified mandatory authority; our constitution 
provides spocifically that Parliament can modify it; 
the Prime Ministor has just told mc ho is issuing strong 
statcmont in robutteal; I have arguod that christian | 
Lohanon noods foreign protection, but this is servitude, 


Lebanese 


-3= 302, November 5, 8 fete, rom Boirute 


Leianese Government comsuuniauc issued this afture 
noon reads substantially cs follows: 

Ministry has reviewed Pronen cormuniquo. It 
considors that modificction of constitution is within 
rights of Lobencese constitutional cuthoritics under 
article soven six ot soq of constitution, 

Consequently it has now presontcd to Parliamont bill 
for inodification of certain “rovisions oi constitution 
aun eeetuedaction with countriescomelute ane rceopnizcad 
JINGCOPONGCNCCe 

Rill had had car. ful study of Ministry in conformity 
with its announced progrom oF cnsuring prectical 


ruclization of independence, 
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ment's 2096 of November 9: 
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305, November 8, 5 pem. por 
Reference my 302 /November 8 tigi 


Lebanese Chamber today voted unanimously sovernment'!s 


bill amending constitution, 
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Secretary of State, | neem 


Washington. 4 lin. ae - bg 


2000, November 8, 10 a.m. 
Lebanese constitutional controversy promiently 


festured in local press particularly under headlines 


indicating gravity of the situation, Most significant : 
comment thus far in AL-MISRI which yesterday, 7 
referring further to in all Arcb countries following © 
Lebanese independence announcements Said French ~ 
committee attitude constitutional question ceme M 
as shock since contrary French promises and United " 
Nations principles. Observed thet proposed constitutional 

ieee justified by new independent status ®f Lebanon, 

That French as eietine of lost liberty should be ; 
first to sympathize with Lebanese aspirstions snd that Oo 
in view résolution of Lebanese and their support by z 


other Areb countries French should renlize their 
interests best served by independent Lebanon... 


Frenchrattitude podntedly contrasted with that of 


YIVISing. “i, 


MN ty 5 
bia as . 4 


gree 
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~2= #2000, November 8, 10 nem., from Cairo 


British in Egypt where governmental power turned 
over to Egyptians who in Alamein crisis stood firm. 
AL-MISRI returned to atteck today in editorinl 
saying public given impression from school duys 
that France land of liberty end birthplace of 
rights of man ond current reports from Lebanon 
indicating France going contrary traditional 
doctrines comes as blow to French prestige whieh 
is weakened by unsuccessful attempts to influence 
Lebanese elections. Decision French committee 
not only reflects unfcvonably on France but also on 
Allies since confidence of small nations wenkened 
in sincerity of promises given. Appeals to French 
to abandon imperiolistic and reactionary policy and 
to British and Americana not to ignore Atlantic 
~Charter "before ink is dry" and not to disenrd 
four freedoms proclaimed by President Roosevelt. 
JOURNAL D' EGYPTE this morning scys Lebanese 
situation rapidly becoming Arab problem and matter 
being actively followed by Egyptian Government. 
Press yesterdsy carried announcement of sending 
royal mission to Beirut next week to convey 
congratulations to Lebanese president from King Farouk 


similar 


#-3- #2000, November 8, 10 aem., from Cairo 


similar to thet previously sent Syrian president 
and of invitation extended by Nahas to Lebanese 
president to come to Cairo to discuss Arab union. 
These two items presented by press in manner 
suggesting conection with Lebanese crisis but it 
seems simultaneous publication largely coincidental 
since both steps previously contemplated. Repeated 


to Beirut. 
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Referring to our recent con- 

versation about the distribution 
of telegrams to this office and to 
NE, I am sure you would wish to 
know that no distribution of the 
attached important telegram from 
Beirut dated November 9 was made to 
this office although PA/M appeared 
on the original yellow which finally 
reached here on November 17, as 
indicated by the stamp. 
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in crtieclo 11, dclution of -rovision thet Fronch shell 


bu second official l-neucec, mvisorlda lew will vornit 


- “235 o its us. for snecicl PUPpOscs, CeTe In mix c courts ind 
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canlorn-tie corrss:ondunce. 
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@2— 2506, Movenbur ©, 10 aen,. (SNCTIOMN OND). from Beirut, 


In orticlo 52, Colction of vrovision tht Prusidoutts 
powcr to nogotict. cnd r«tifv treatics is subject to 
rStel. 6 oF nondstic, 

in orticle ©5, dilution of refercnes 
t srtiele ne f mndsete. RPurther mdifierti n 
of this article will, in line with Ministryts 
pro;rom Be >ropos.d in pronmis.d sccond constitutioncl 
will vhich .ill °lso open curstion of cheneing Inv inese 
ficz to ovoid uss of Froneh eolors vor wscrivcd in -rticle 
5e 

In orticls 102, colction of sonticnes plecine 
constitution uncwr scfeeucrd of Franco os mandatory, 

-Ptiolcs CC-C4 ar. ropualcc beesuse nade. up 

solely of "dispositions relative to nanc- tory potrcor snd 
Longue of Tations". 

Bill was circulstu.d to Doputics Novenbur 3. attitudo 
or Loet cate Govcrnrnent and Chsmbdcr was thot it should 
be voted without further Pranco-Lebansuse nscotication, 
Their srcunents vor. substonticlly cs follo:s: 

hon Froneh dulorsate Gonvral M.llou-left for »lgicrs 
Octod.r 26 wv. nrruce not to forco issuc pencine his 
return with nuw instructions. Trench brol. this 
entlomonts cagroement sy publishing thoir cormmmnicuc of 
Fovuidcr 3, It is thoy thurcfore w40 hove pricipitctd 


crisis, 
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-S= 306, Novenbcor 9, 10 ceme, (SECTION ON.) from Bcirut, 


crisis, 

hecaAWwnile Frnch have consistently cnicsvorcd to 
sov' discora anc unc rtcinty in Igbsnss ronks by 
whisporing ec:psign -ecinst govornmont and throurh 
"F ussus nouvellos" o.p, that Usllow wes to be roplsccd 
by Gonoral Bocringe ruvivod titlo of High Cormissioncr, 
That letter roule be SuDportcc by division of North 
.-Pienn troons end th-t dco Gaullo hinsclf voulc cone 
shortly to suttles m°tterss; wor. Sarlicnunt to colar voto 
S4-8e mochin-tions micsht beoor somo fruit amons the 
timid, . 

lore inportent, hovower, is considur.tion thet by 
fur thor nv Cotisntion with Frenehn ss. +-oulc cfforc thom . 
opportunity to sive their sssunt to proposcc sm undmonts, 
This they micht woll do both to sovu Poer and to maintain 
fecacu of thuir pretcneca moncatory cuthority. 

Novotour 7 Inebanos. Prosicr cna View Prumicr not with 
Svrian Promicr anc Porcign linistor ot Chtours rhorce full 
Srricn supnort of propos.d Lebanosce action wars Sssurcd, 
Svricn Prounicr confirncd this specifically to Ferrz.ll sano 
ovenine in Lomaseus, acdine that incpt Yrench policy has 
unconsciously -iéeed Leubsensss policy by consolidating 
Lobonise public opinion b king it, 


LEattor 
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-4- 330°, Novenbeor ©, 10 a.1., (SUCTION OND) from Doirute 


Letter was strikincly born. out yosturdcy morning by. 
couparvntly sponton.ous closin’ of m-jority of stor.s , 
in Birut contrsl shopping district “s prot.st «cninet 
rroneh o.ttitucs, They rroponod u_on Promicr melting 
tour in >-rson “ccoripsaile br «6othor loaders who urzcd 
tact dononstrstions tna Gisturbenees would only play 

. e 
into Pronch hands, 

Yosturcayv mornine the Freneh mads 11th hour cfforts 
both to incuce covernnent to vostponc prrlicmeontery 
sussion pondine Ecllou's ruoturnm onc, if feiline In this, 
to prevent ooplisnisntery oction by casuring ifeck or 
troe-thirds cuorun, 

«—i Orooft of Intt.ur, I herve intircetine testineny 
of four rvlixble Doruti.s of Udco onrosition croup that 
epene’ supute chief urew.d thir dozon riombers to cbacnt 
thuussivss, assuring thon .t son. time full svcurity by 
Surcts cronts of their porsons cnc provurtics, 

th Doviat objset 1h Vier PPoneh C£.1teecks to 
Iwocaon ecllscad on Prosiaunt of wopublic and rocc to him 
onGg Premr Tetorcndum of mussarc "Just recived fron 
Evllcu in Csiro”, .ftor requisting postponcnwnt of 
sussion >» undine personsl presentation of “intcrustine 


propositions” from .lcicrs Committees this roads: “lir 


Rolls 
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Se /'306, November 9, 10 a,m,y, (SUCTION OND) from Boiruts 


Molloy casks that he not be faccd with foit accompli. ‘ 
Othoervise he will bv oblig.d to roserve entire liberty of 
cpprceeiation and <ction. This should not be taken cs 
throat but cxpression of cdcsir. frankly to define his 
attitude", | 

ftor brieof considuretion covernment cuxpressid roeriut 
thet ‘in actual state of thinzs postponcment of scssions 
could not bo prorosed br it." iscplr addsud "this atti tudo 
shoulda not provent anv nsorotstion with ronrcsentstivo of 
Committo of Liburation”, 

Loveaness iinistur of Inturior who broucht mo thoso 
‘.2ts on instructions from Promicr askod mc to assuro my 
governncnt that Lebanose Government intends to kocp 

“disputc on constitutions] plene and do nothing to 
preerpitete trouble. Ho citsd Promicrs mornine action 
in rso pcning shops .ddines thet cffoctive polico precautions 
hede alroady been taken to preovent domonstretions durins 
chartbor scssion, 

Ho did not hido hovovor sovious coneorn (which I havo 
heard wxprsssod in all cirelos ovcr wock ond) 28s to what 
action French mirht tako in ovont of voto modifringe 
constitution, ‘ould thor run truc to pest form and in 
oxeveLso of pr.vtunced randatory authority issuco dcerse 


susocnding 


<9 9) 


76 £306, Nov.mbor $, 10 Lees (S85c TION ONS) from Boirut, 


e 


susponding constitution ond proroguing Parlicnont? 


yin LM OL 


TELEGRAM RECEIVED ee 


FROM 
Dh BoLrut 
This tcolcgram must be 
closoly rvaraphrascd bce Datcd Movombr ¢, 1943 
fore Doinr communicated 
to anvonc, (SC) Roe's 6:45 vam. 


Socrctary of Statc, 


Washinston. 


506, Novouber 9, 10 oom. (S2CTION 0) 
If so, he actd, deputies will ignore ‘it becnuse 
undor constitution on.y press possosscs powur of ~ro- 
rogation, What thon? Would French use forec and 
physically closs Parliament with armod Scneralusec 
troops? This would also mcan fall of Governnont, 
an cmanation of Parliament. 

What, ho askod, would be my Government's roaction 
to this? Roublo might well cnsuc because, while 
Governmont could ma(#j}uld ccrtainly not provent popular 
protest strilos and theso micht lead to scrious distur- 
baneos, 

Fortunately, for the Minist:r's visit was hurriod, 
J was not prossod to claboratc mv rerly that, as he 
alroady imow my Goverrmcnt's sympathotic attitude toward 
[cbanose aspirations, I folt sure I would not be misune 


derstood if I sounscllcd pcrsonally and on gonoral 


grounds 
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-2= (506, November Cy, 10 asm. (SICMO" MO) from Boirut 


grounds arainst uso of foreoe wo woro still vorv mich 
at war. Wot only wuld vroakdowm of public sccurityv 
pro judice our common war offort, but it would afford 
wolcomc propaganda matorial to our onemics, 

On this score British Ninth .irmy authoritiocs are 
somowhat approhonsivos Ranking staff Brigadior and 
Judgo Advocato have both consuitod mo informally. 

Thoy and arny commandor would vicw with strong distasto 
noccssity of British military intorvontion to support 
Frcnch suppressive attion. 

I commonted that from my considorabls contacts 

of last fortnisht I belicvod possibility of disturbancos 
” could cortainly not be Cismissod but that wero Dritish 
military police to appvér on strcects they would probably 
bo mot with choors rathor than with any bricks not 
throrm at Fronch, 

Boirut was in fact ordcrcd out of bounds to all 
British troops yostorday, But as ovents proved this 
precaution was unnocossary. Parliomont mct in atmos phor«e 
tonso with oxeitoment but with woll circulatcd word 
of Governmont's wishos supportod by strong contingcnts 


of Lobancso polices and gondarmos kept crowds ordorly 


ond pelatively 


? 


Ne 
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o3~ #508» Novombop 9¢ 39 Py (SECTION RHiQ) fron on’ 


and rolafiycly quict, 

Foeltamant sossion itsolf wes scrious and ordorlye 
Procoodings worc opcned br ono of Eddo group proposing 
and Eddo himsclf scconding motion that bill bo rofcrrod 
to committoc, "This boing dofcatcd Eddo and one Sellowor | 
vithdrow lcaving 48 of 53 Doputios to confinuc disecussiong ' 

Dobato was at timos hoatod notably on articlo cvon 
rogarding which sovoral Doputics urgscd dolction of any 
roforonco to Fronch languagec, Proparcd speeehcs on .-.i-% 
genoral subjoct of indcpondonco and in support of | 
Govornmcont worc, according to Logation?’s intcrprctcr, 
woll dolivored and woll rceoivodg Final voting on 
roll call was unanimous, 

Barly in ovoning Fronch pross darooter callod to 
his offico roproscntatives of all local ncwspapcrs 
and instructcd thom that no mcntion vhatsocvor of 
parliamentary sitting or votc could ips dace in any 
nowspapor, that for thom “it hasn't happoncd"; any 
infraction would be sovorcly dcalt with. 

Rat tors latcr mot and dceidod that dospitc this 
consorship ordcor and warning thoy would publish tho 
facts, Thoy did, ond today Froneh surcto has soized 


all ncowspapurs + gue ty 
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-4= (306, Novombor 9, 10 a,m, (SEOMON T70) from Beirut 


all nowspapors oxccpt a fow copivs which voro carly 
dslivorca or smugglud out of nowspaper offices. Copics 
aro now quotod at cpproximatcly ono dollar, 

Noxt movo is prcsumably up to Hollou who, I havo 
just bcon informod, will arrivo from Cairo this aftor- 
noon. Fronch suroto chiof is roliably quoted as saying 
"all is proparod for offoctivo reprisals", 

Two final points, Gritish Brigad@ic® roforrod to 
above informs mo Fronch hava antualty preposcd scnding 
additional treope hero Peep North ifrica and that Goncral 
Wilson has categohicalky refuscd. 

. Bobphen. Criminga. @affaircs informs mo Syrian Foroign 
Ministcr statcd textuakiy In rccont convorsation "aftor 
maturo considoration wo have docicced without rosorvation 
to throw our lot (maigehcr ) with «Anglo-Saxon bloc", 

Ropoatcd to Algiors, 

(END OF MESS..GE) 
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SUBJECT Views of British Government relating to Syria and the Lebanon: 


Suomits comments on -. 
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Yor the original paper from which reference is taken 


See Memorandum oo 
(Wecpatch, telegram, instruction, letter, eto.) 
Dated _Oct..25, 1943 0000 / Ree t British Embassy 
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CROSS-REFERENCE FILE 


NOTE 


SUBJECT Copies of two comaunications from the Eritish Embassy and of 
the Department's reply thereto, regarding United Stutes and 
British policy toward Syria and Lebanon: 
ancloseés -, 


For the original paper from which reference is taken 


(Despatch, telegram, tnciruction, letter, etc.) 


Dated __Nov. 2, 1943 | iad Beirut 
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SUBJECT Copies of two communications from the Jritish ambassy and of tie 


Department's reply thereto, regarding United States ana British 
policy toward Syria and Lebanon: 


incloses -. 
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Secretary of State 
9 
Washing ton NOV 204 
DIVISION OF 
__NEAR EASTERN A 
The Lebanese Union Society Guayaquil Ecuador 
reqpectfully requests with thanks, His Excellency 
the President of the United States, to consider 
the situation in Lebanon so that order may be 
re-established and the noble principles of the 
Atlantic Charter applied in that sector of the 
Near East. 


Lebanese Union Society 
Elias Sarquiz President 
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9 JB TR 57 via AAC yom 


GUAYAQUIL 759PM Novr 16 1943 


LC Secatate Pw 16 
Washington | [Gus '7 LE 


The Lebanese Union Society Guayaquil Ecuador respectfully 
requests with thanks, His Excellency the President of the 
United States, to consider the Situation in Lebanon eo 
that order may be re-established and the noble principles 
of the Atlantic Charter applied in that sector of the 
Near East. 


Lebanese Union Society Elias Sarquiz President 


418am 17 
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED «) V 


9 JB TR 57 via AAC ROM 
Guayaquil 759PM Novr 16 1943 

LC Secstate 

Washington _ 
La sociedad union libanesa Guayaquil ecuador respetuosamente 
retega y agradece al excelentisimo presidente de los estados 
unidos tomar encuenta la situacion del libano afin de que se 
restablezca el orden y sean aplicados los nobles principios 
de la carta del atlantico en ese sector del cercano este 


Socidad Union Libanesa Elias Serquiz Presidente 


418em 17 
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Nofiimier 25, 1943 


To the 
American Consular Officer in charge, 
Guayaquil, Eouador. 


The Secretary of State encloses a copy of a trans- 
lation of a telegram of November 17, 1945, which was 
deneweea’ to the perremery by The Lebanese Society, 

ee i see crisis in Lebanon. 
The Tea cenaal ar ieer inc is requested, in his 
diseretion, to aielad 8 communication on behalf 
of the Department, stating as follows: 


"On November 29, 1941, the artment, in a 
or ie te the press, w vebious® the poedLanations 
of ce of Lebanon and Syria as a step 
yFealization of the natural and legitimate 
soe: Roneseee. and Syrian peoples, with 


. the inert and people have always 
re a, "Tor © the ful mepeoene of sovereign 
endence. 


"Following the regent events in Lebanon, this 
Governm tly made its position known to the 
French of National sper ttiee in ers 
made clear that this Gevernkent hoped t the French 


allow the Lebanese people full independence, bear- 
ing always in mind ihe military exigencies of the 









situation, " 
Enclosure: 
Translation of we: 
& November 17, 
Sw of 
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46, Nov r 22, Noon al” 
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First plaog in moming Arebic and forcign lang- 
uage press given steps toward settlement Lebanese 
crises and highlights role of Casey who quoted as 
having stated before retum from Beirut that British 
have dual interest in Lebanon probvlen because Co- 
guarantors of its independence and soncermed by 
security angle but have no territorial ambitions, 
Eeyptian MAIL in obviously British inspired 
commtnt states it "leams" that while steps taken 
may go long way toward a¢ttlement it 1s wilikely 
that British and ether interesta concermed will be 


satisfied with anything less than full restitution 
of Lebanese Gévernment. 


yy - ALMUSRE whieh hag bem. eoting as Egyptian 


_ Government spokcaman in Kebengee matter, says it 


ntver doubted Fyqngh would see light and situation 
bE settled in eaecordanes with pringiples of democrec 
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-2~ #2146, November 22, Noon, frem Cairo 

for which war being waged. Had always been convinced 
British assurances not given lightly and that Presi- 
dent Roosevelt spoke in good faith in enouncing four 
freedoms. British insistence on just solution in 
Lebanon will always be remembered and they thereby 
served not only Lebenese cause but also that of 
allies and France. Problem not entirely settled yet 
because Lebanese Govermment not completely restored 
but hope French will meet situation in liberal spirit. 
Tribute paid to contribution of Nahas in intervening 
in behalf of Lebanese. 

Journal at EGYPTE which is Lebanese run and 
highly oritical French precipitation of crisis finds 
@atroux action brlated first step but not solution 
since cabinet should also be restored and Parliament 
reopened followlng which negotiations could be initiated 
for safeguarding admitted French interests. Warns 
however against insistence on mandate as such since 
very word distasteful. Pays high praise to Casey to 
whom says both Franch and Lebanese owe debt of 
gratitude, 

PROGRES: EGYPTIAN which reflects moderate Frenoh 
view says important first step taken which removes 
fear of dovble conflict between French and Arab coun- 
tries and French and British, Recommends simultaneous 


and early 


wee y * s ¢ ‘ 
wde #2146, lovenbep 22, Noon, from Cat 
and garly negot4ation ef aegord em Saeapnes and | 
Syrians and pays high tribute tp spirit of medcration 
of letter in orisise. : | 
‘ Press also cabries text of telegram fren King 
‘ Pareuk congratulating Labancer President on hie 
liberation and pestoration to offices a. 
ery 
wwe 
Reee atid Xo Beinut awd AL gqite $ 
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Guayaquil, Ecuador, November 18, 1943 
f eens el ah Dit, 
2 j DEPARTMENT OF STAT 
#9 
Ui On vr Telegram from sl (Od16ny Id 3Gus! quil 
Comte Y a $e Secretary of e hiv ION (YE 
ANU REL OS FAR ES 1TRN AFFAIRS 2 
cee enen mR " >” c 
ean er ALOE AAI = _ = . 22 
THE H@QNORABLE. option wet a f ry 
. < 
THE SHOMETARY OF STATE, m 
sesegs Denes Hear tenses® ' 
cvsinc~angee enue... 
Sim: a ; 


In connection With the current unrest in Lebanon I have 
the honor to state that on November 16, 1943, I received a let- 
ter from the Sociedad "Unién Libanesa" of Guayaquil advi sing 
that on that date the Society had telegraphed the Secretary of 
State as follows: 


LA SOCIEDAD UNION LIBANESA GUAYAQUIL ECUADOR RESPE- 
RUEGA Y AGRADECE AL EXCELENTISIMO PRESI- 
DENTE DE LOS ESTADOS UNIDOS TOMAR EN CUENTA LA SI- 
TON DEL LIBANO A FIN DE 

ORDEN Y SEAN APLICADOS LOS NOBLES PRINCIPIOS DE LA 
CARTA DEL ATLANTICO EN ESE SECTOR DEL CERCANO ESTE 


SOCIEDAD UNION LIBANESA - ELIAS SARQUIZ - PRESIDENTE 


1 
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Today the Sirio-Lebanesge colony of Ecuador caused a large 
announcement to be published bn the front page of the two Guaya- 
quil morning papers. A copy of the announcement taken from El 
Universo is attached. As may be observed therefrom the Colony 
states that it adheres to the patrictic movement of the new Leba- 
nese Republic. Thereafter there are printed the texts of tele- 
grams from the Colony expressing confidence in the spirit of jus- 
tice of the statesmen to whom they are addressed: President Roose- 
velt, Prime Minister Churchill and King Farouk. The manifesto 
ends with a telegram of protest sent General de Gaulle and a 
telegram appealing for cooperation forwarded to the Sirio~Lebanese 
colonies in the Argentine, Brazil, Ghile, Peru and Colombia. 


Oe: 1 KP & hd 
The Sociedad "Unién Libamesa" may be recalled as thé or ao 
zation mentioned in the Consulate General's Despatch No. -—  % 
August 11 (File No, 614.2) under whose general auspices a benefit ra 
was given for the United Nations, as a result of which a check for. 
$4,425.52 was contributed to the American Red Cross and a like 
amount to British war charities. The Syrian-Lebanese colony is 

one of the largest and most prosperous foreign groups in Guayaquil. 
It has latterly been active in connection with a "drive" for French 
war relief. 


Foo. 





Reverting 


_WH/Se 


—2— 


Reverting to the content of the telegram of the:Seciety, 
there has been a great deal of publicity given in the press 
te the friction between the French authorities in Lebanon and 
the local population. Up to the present, however, no editorial 
comment on the subject has appeared. 


Respectfully yours, 


American Consul General 


Enclesure: — x 


1. Copies of manifesto (3)  ~ 
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Original to Department. 
Copy to Auembgasy Quite. 


Rndlesure Ho. 1 to Deapateh Mo. 510 of Novenber 18, 1943 
from Hareld Wi liianeen, American Gena) Generel ot Gi- 
o 


‘UA COLONIA SIRIO ~- LIBANESA DEL ECUADOR SE ADHIERE A 
 MOVIMIENTO PATRIOTICO DE LA NUEVA REPUBLICA LIBANES: 


EXPRESA SUS SENTIMIENTOS ANTE LOS PALADINES DE LA JUSTICIA Y EL” DERECHO 
SERORES ROOSEVELT Y CHURCHILL, Y'SUS AGRADECIMIENTOS AL SOBERANO'DE ESIPT 


4. 


ADEMAS, HACE PRESENTE SU PROTESTA ANTE JEFE DE LOS FRANCRSES LIBRES 
EN LOS SIGUIENTES CABLES: 


Excelentisimo Sefior Franklin Delano Roosevelt, Presidente de los Estados Unidos de 
Ameérica.— Washington. D. C. 


Como el mundo tiene absoluta confianza vuestra palabra ella oonocemos la noblega 
vuestros ideales, venimcs ante el] Magistrado de la Gran Danccnsia hekeetoncn pata, sOlicitar respe 
tuosamente, que haga justicia Pueblo Libanés interponiendo su poder, influenciea que el nue~- 
vo Estado sea respetado en comunidad de naciones libres v pueda Tuchando temores por al 
triunfo aliado.-- Las colonias Sirio Libanesa com domicilio en & cuyo nombre os diriic este 
arte. se hallan {ntimamente vinculadas a la vida democratica de América y quieren para su lejana 

Mae teams organizacion polition v social. ‘iniea base para pas del mundo futuro, que tanta 






sangre cuesta.— Muy atto. 


Nasri Garzozi orge Akel 
SECRETARIO. PRESIDENTE sores, SIRIO — LIBANESA.— 
Excelenticimo Sefior W. Churchill, 


Prir Ministro del Gobierno de S. M. Britdnica. 
ii Londres. 


Dignaos recibir emocionada gratitud por vigorosa y opertuna intervenalén Vuestre 
Gobierno en sentido obtener uns «olucién justa al grave problema del Estado Libanés. Los ciudada- 
nos de esa pequefia pero noble Patria Libanesa regados por todo el mundo seguimos con vivo interés 
desarrollo acontectmientos.y confiamos Vuestro Genio politico para hallar solucién que concille tras- 
cendental justicia causa Libanesa con momento actual que exige unidad de esfuerzos para derrotar 
enemigo comin. Pero tenemos {¢ en que enoontraréis una formula que setisfaga momentanea dife- 
rencia y vuelva el orden.— Muy respetuosamente. 


Nasr: ; 
asri Garzozi a orge Akel 


SECRETARIO. A SIKIO — LIBANESA.— 


Su Moiestad Farouk I. Rey de Egipto.” } 
El Cairo.--- Egipto. ; 


Ciudadanos sirio—libaneses del Ecuador, en Asamblea patriética, tuvieron acierto exprefar su 
protundo agradecimiento para Vuestra Majestad y los dignos Miem®rog Vuestre Gabinete: por noble ; 
intervenciér. en grave problema hoy afronta Estado Libanés. Vuestra aetitud pasaré a la Historia co- j 
mo un alto ejemplo de solidaridad humana, digno de quien representa Ja tradici6én cultural m&s an- ; 
tigua del mundo. Esperan colonias sirio—libanesa no desmayar& Vuestre wmtento hesta ver coronada 
la obra de justicfa para Patria Libanesa.— Vuestro respetuoso servidor. 


Nasri_ Garzozi Jorge Akel 
SECRETARIO. PRESIDENTE ASAMBLEA SIRIO — LIBANESA.— 
Excelentisimo Sefior General Charles de Gaulle. ; 


Argel. 


Colonia Sirio—Libanesa del Fouador siéntese profundamente herida por tiltimos acontecimfens | 
tos en momentos en que Francia se halla sacrificada por el invaSor germano y que pueblo l'hzn4s ‘ 
esti listo para combatir con vuestros seldados por Ia Whertad de Francia y triunfo democraci: on el 
Mundo. Nuestra protesta por el ultraje recibido debe interpretarse antes que como desafio, como uns 

rawonable al jefe de los franceses libres para que haga justicia a los hombres libres del Lé- 
; la Justicia no tiene fronteras, ni ramas ni idiomas. fet 
hee toe : 


Weer? : jp foe ti 
5 ND a =e : f PRESIDENTE siall $,' ibe MBANTSA.— 
Colnnis. Sitio Lilidibeda: %n Argentina — Bygail — Chile Pert —  Cofombia — 








México. —* Pe ee 
Mh ROA, Sitio—Libanesa del Ecuador. vivamente, ; 3 : Nacién Libanesa, permite- 
 @agerir ciudadanos sirio—libatieses ese pais necesidad oir su valiosa opinicn ante 
‘Gbbiermos Su Britanica y los Fstados Unidos in obtemer justa solucién crave 





tariamo. De todo el mundo deben ir vores clamando por justicia nuestra Pa especialmente de A- 


‘Jppohiema confronta actualmente Fstado Libanés, unica Ocratica & ia lucha contra total\- 
“mética, continente de la libertad y democracia.— Eeperamos respuesta .— 


Nasri Garzozi Jorge Akel 
SECKETARIO. PRESMENTE ASAMBLE. SIRIO — LIBANESA.—~ 
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\ Sir: ° 

0 ~ 

I have the honor to report that this Consulate rt) 
y has received seve visite from the head of ae | 
colony in Sfo Peale, which is believed ~~ 
Tr well over sons, concern the i 


events which have been in their 


a ‘The heade of the colony have presented the en- 
petition setting forth their views and have 

| Peg ES 10 be Sednentsten: to ‘the 

use es it may heve eas an 

ty of iabanece feeling in 


Respectfully yours, 


frsin 2 AIG 





To the President of the United “tates of America, 


Mr. Franklin Velano Roosevelt. 


The detention, by the French authorities in 
Lebanon, of the Pagegre and legal representatives, and the violation 
of their homes, is a comical tragedy, unique in the pla bony of peoples. 
This illegal and brutal armed <pareseion, by those who hold the 
destinies of our country in their hands, is an insult to all liberties 
and an affront to decent relations among nations. 


The omnipotent men of Algier have committed a 


very grave error in deposing a legally constituted government, turning 
out their Senegalese hosts to attack a ro people, killing and 
wounding hundreds of innocents, has cost them the universal sympath 


of the civilized world, which they had been enjoying since the downfall 
of their country, . 


Lebanon demands his own legal rights of inde- 
ndence, to which he is entitled, according to the clauses of the 
tlantic Charter. 


Lebanon has already shared, with blood and 
money, with his quota of sacrifice in this war, and still continues to 
contribute, for the sacred cause of democracy and for his own indepen- 
ence. 


The fierce battles of Bir-Hachem, are a 
pene evidence of this sacnifice, where thousands of his song fell 
in the field of honor, and thgir bloed was blended with those of the 
French, in the heroic defense of thal place. 


In view of these disgraceful happenings, we 

appeel to you, sir, as the bulwark of liberty and justice, the mentor 
0 greet and the upholder of the sacred rights of small nations, 
and our faith and conviction in you are unshakable, to use — force 
and imcluence and geet auspices, to restore to us our violated indepen- 
denee, which is acknowledged y on and gosrensesd by His Britamic Ma- 

sty}s gyveranent end to reinstate, with dignity, in their positions 

e president and his secretaries, and the representatives of the people, 
who were le ally ellected, so that the aspirations of humanity will find 
an echo in the dawn of the new era of liberty. 
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Bnclosure to Despstch No. 1792 dated November 16, 1943, 
from the SHo Paulo Consulate General 


COPY 


To the President of the United States of America, 
Mr. Franklin Delano Roosevelt 


The detention, by the French authorities in Lebanon, 
of the president and legal representatives, and the viola- 
tion of their homes, is e comical tragedy, unique in the 
history of the peoples. This illegal and brutal armed 
aggression, by those who-hold the destinies of our country 
in their hands, is an insult to all liberties and an 
affront to decent relations among netions. 


The omnipotent men of Algier have committed a very 
greve error in deposing a legally constituted government, 
turning out their Senegalese hosts to attack a peaceful 
people, killing and wounding hundreds of innocents, has 
cost them the universal sympathy of the civilized world, 
which they had been enjoying since the downfall of their 
country. 


Lebanon demands his own legal rights of independence, 
to which he is entitled, according to the clauses of the 
Atlantic Charter. 


Lebanon has already shared, with blood and money, 
with his quota of sacrifice in this war, and still contin- 
ues to contribute, for the sacred cause of democracy and 
for hie own independence. 


The fisrce battles of Bir-Hachem, are a striking 
evidence of this sacrifice, where thousands of his sons 
fell in the field of honor, and their blood was blended 
bee those of the French, in the heroic defense of that 
p ace. 


In view of these disgraceful happenings, we appeal to 
you, sir, as the bulwark of liberty and justice, the mentor 
of democracy, and the upholder of the sacred rights of 
em@ll nations, and our faith and conviction in you are 
unshekeble, to use your force and influence and good 
auspices, to restore to us our violated independence, which 
is acknowledged by you and guaranteed by His Britannic 
Majesty's qererames, and to reinstate, with dignity, in 
their sions, the president and his secretaries, and the 
representatives of the epople, who were legally ellected, 
so that the aspirations of humanity will find an echo in 
the dawn of the new era of liberty. 


(Signed) Besilio Jafet 
(Signed) Jorge Maluf 


Dares tire 


To the 
American Consular Officer in charge, 
S&o Paulo, Brazil. 


The Secretary of State refers to the Consulate 
General's despatch no. 1792 of November 16, 1943, 
transmit » On behalf of the heads of the Lebanese 
colony in S40 Paulo, a petition addressed to President 
Roosevelt in connection with the recent crisis in Lebanon. 


The Consular Officer in charge is requested, in his 
discretion, to acknowledge the receipt of this commumnica- 
tion on behalf of the President, stating as follows: 


On November 29, 1941, the Department, 
in a statement to the press, welcomed the 
proclamations of independence of Lebanon and 
Syria as a step toward the realization of the 
natural and legitimate aspirations of the 
Lebanese and Syrian peoples, with which the 
American Government and people have always 
aympathized, for the full enjoyment of sovereign 
independence. 


Following the recent events in Lebanon, 
this Government promptly made its position known 
to the French Committee of National Liberation 
in Algiers in accordance with its established 
policy. It was made clear that this Government 
hoped that the French and Lebanese could reach 
some agreement which would allow the Lebanese 
people full independence, bearing always in 
mind the military exigencies of the situation. 


The situation in Lebanon has now been re- 
stored to a normal basis, and it is the earnest 
hope of this Government that friendly negotiations 
can now proceed in an atmosphere of good will on 
both sides for the solution of the underlying 
issue of the independence of the Levant States. 
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I have the honor to report divided press: 
ys, eset in the Lebanon sitwation, and attach typical 
clippings of editorial comment. 


DIARIO DA NOITE of Nov. 18 said: "I cannot admit 
there is a difference between India and Lebanon. I 
cannot understand why one country must wait, during 
the term of the war and the post war period, and an- 
other must obtain (liberty) @iately. The Atlan- 
tie Charter was invoked. Is this document so ambigu- 
ous that it only protects the hiberty of same peoples 
leaving in the shadow others with equally respectable 
aspirations? ...Lebanen and Syria gould very well 

t as so many’ Other regions, 4 end of the war, 
when justice can be done to all eecerding to the ob- 
ligatioms of the Atlantie Chartér and the influx of 
new ideas, As India". The article is signed by 
Austregesilo de Athayde, a prominent editorial writer. 


O GLOBO of Nov. 17 calls the situation the "Trial 
by Fire of the Atlantic Charter" and quotes an inter- 
view with Ragy Bagile, a leader of the Sirian-Lybian 
colony in Rio de Janeiro, saying: "Phe Lebanon question 
is of vital interest for the demecrasies. Lebanon is 
superset by all the Arab world from Moerecco to Ira, and 
all this world is at the side of the Allies, contrib- 
uting with its blood to the cauge of liberty.. The 
Arab world awaits the fulfillment of the obligations of 
the Allies, as King Ibn Saud declared in his letter to 
the English Government." c 

lm 


DIARIO DE NOTIG: of Nov. 17 said: "It would be ) 
an ignoble betrayal iof the ideals for which the Unit 
Nations fight, if re tie were not given to the — 
right of these people to govern themselves, the,gigit €£ 
to accomplish their own national destiny without tutel- 
age that in the end exrferes between the legitimate 
interests of them of the dominators", 


DIARIO CARIOCA _14-counsets restraint ti” ”” 
forming a judgment merely stating known facts to be - 
"Two entagonistic forces have met in the episode. The 







(national Lebanese moviment 
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national Lebanese moviment on one side which 
aspires to the complete independence of their 
country, and on the other the natural zeal of the 
French who seek to restore France to her pre-war 
greatness, preserving to her the Empire...It is 
to be hoped that the visit of General Catroux, 4 
prudent and capable leader, will mend at least a 
part of the broken china." 


Respectfully yours, 
for the Ambassador; 


J JA Crass; acne 


Counselor of Embassy. 
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ji 0 Carta co Atintica » 


Procuro ver o problema 4 







muma claridade desapai- 
edos povos é digna de incen- 
de do mundo. Mas n&o hei de 

admitir diferenca entre a India e o Libano. 

N&o compreendo porque um pais pode esperar, no longo com- 
passo da guerra e do apés-guerra, e o outro ha de obté-la imedia- 
tamente, sob o imperio das mesmas condicées que a tornam im- 
propria para os .indianos. 

Invoca-se a Carta do AtlAntico. Ser& esse documento ambiguo 
a ponto de sémente proteger a liberdade de alguns povos, deixando 
na sombra outras aspiracSes igualmente respeitaveis ? 


eee 


A independencia da Siria e do Libano f6éra proclamada. Tra- 
tando-se, no entanto, de um mandato concedido pela Liga das 
Nac6es, caberia naturalmente a esse instituto, ainda nfo dissol- 
vido, ou 4& entidade que venha a substituf-lo, a homologac&o do ato. 

As impaciencias que se seguiram, aproveitando tao sémente a 
debilidade eventual do mandatario, pode bem ser resultado de um 
manejo. SerA, qugm sabe, trama do inimigo, infiltrando-se no re- 
banho para corrompé-lo, enfraquecendo a sua unidade. 

ee * 


Tenho plena confianga na sabedoria e espirito compreensivo 
dos dirigentes franceses de Argel, tio acabrunhados pelos aconte- 
cimentos e diminuidos como expressio material entre os governos 
das terras livres. 

N4o ser&é a hora para que, sob pretextos evidentes, se busque 
reduzir ainda mais a influencia politica da republica, m&e e inspi- 
radora de todas as liberdades. 

© mundo latino nfo esgotou a substancia civilizadora nem est& 
“sneerrado o grande ciclo do seu poderio intelectual. 

O Libano e a Siria bem poderiam aguardar, como tantas outras 
regi6es submetidas, que, finda a guerra, se faca justica a todos, 
segundo os compromissos da Carta do AtlAntico e o influxo de 
novos ideais. 

Como a India. 


Austregesilode ATHAYDE ‘' 


Rh I I i ll Bl A 


mann meses 








ROVA DE FOGO PARA A 
CARTA DO ATLANTICO | 


faa a eee 

"A questée do Libano é de interesse vital | 

pera as democracias”, declara, novamente, | 
ao GLOBO, o professor Ragy Basile 


Os ultimos acontecimentos no ,Sario de Informacées. em Lon. | 
Libano vém tendo a maior re- drea, pelo Sr. Alherto Ledoux | 
Dercuasao no Rio, onde a colonia | entan delegado no Rio do Comi- | 
sino-libanesa é numerosa e das té Nacional Francés 06 qual jhe} 
mais expressivas, Entre os mem- foi transmitida em laneiro deste | 

1} bros da grande comunidade nesta ,ano por aquele diplomata. © cn I 
Capital, reina a mais franca re- | munieade diz, textuaimente: “oO / 


pn meee 


pulsa diante da acho francesa no 
Oriente Proximo. Um dos mais 
prestigiosos lideres  intelectuais 
da colonia, o professor Ragy Ba- 
sile, falou ao GLOBO ha dias e. 
ontem, em face dos nevos comu- 
nicados, voltou a preatar declara- 


| Comite Naciona! Prancés, em-— 
| penkada em conselidar ai inde- 
pendencia da Siria eo do Libano 
Que © general Catroty proclamoan 
em seu nome, em 19414 & con 
Siderando. depois de entendimen- 
19 com 0 Governo britanice, que 
ges ao jornaliata. Referiu-se 0] ® ¢volucdo da situagdo militar 
professor Basile, inieialmente, an deses pais autoriza o restabela- 
| péssimo efeito causado pelas me- cimento de um regime constitu- 
didas francesas na opinido mun-|Cional, outorgou ao delegado ge- | 


| dial. & acrescentou: ral e plenirs’enciario. coman- | 
~- A questéo do Libano ¢ uma 


dante-chefe do Oriente, o man- 
questdo de interesse vital para as! dato de tomar para ease fim 
democracias. © Libano est& todas’ as previdencias nee 
apolade por tede 6 mundo drabe, | Tias 

desde Marrocs ao Iré. e todo | me 
| @88e Mm/inde :& eneoentra ao ape | 

dos aliados, contribuinde cem o// 

\ o sangue pare eause da liber- 

! is. A ak 


NAO WA 4 
RELIGIOSAR Ms asa 
— O caso do: A-Bro- 
va de foro a‘ do ‘Aulantics iF 
que os libaneses sabem, perfei- |: 
jtamente, nfo ter aldo assinada |! 
Por Hitler, Mussolini ou ea 


v 








mas por homens dignos e respei- 
tavels. Q mundo drabe espera 
que os aliados cumpram os seus | 
compromissos, tal como declarau | 
© rel Ibn Saud, em nota enviada iy 
aO governo inglés {| 
Apos uma breve pausa. o pro- | | 
fessor Basile prossegue: |} 
'. — O comunicado do comissario | 
francés Melleu, ontem divulgado | 
pela imprensa mundial, merece! 
alguns reparos. picse S. S. que, 
© caso da Libane fora provecado | 
Pelos muculmanos, mas a verdade | 
é outra. No Libano, néo existem | 
| questdes religiosas e o presidente 
; do Libano, sr. Rechara ¥Fl-Curi 
| que sofreu a violencia por parte 
| dos franceses, deseende de uma | 


familia tradicionalmente eatélica, 
cujas origens remontam ao anc | 
de 1.200 da era crista, | 
O MANDATO SOBRE O 
LIBANO 
| ~~ O nova chefe do governe 
| prey eore libanés, estabelecide em 


aalbec, o Sr. Henry Farad, é 
j ‘ambem eatélico. Ainda mais: o | 
batriarca do Libane, Sua Beati- | 
| tudy Antonio Bedre Arida. que ¢) 
| % maior agutoridade catélies em 
fode o Oriente.  pediu. nesta 
| enereesiclee 0 auxilio inglés, nao! 
contra os muculmanos mas con: | 
tra os franceses. © comissario | 
frances refere-se a supoestos di- 
reites assegurados pela Liga das 
Nagées em relacdo ao Libano. 
Esquece-se §. S. que a Liga das 
Nagées nao mais existe, nado tene 
do pois personalidade juridica. 
Esquece-se, ainda. que o manda- 
tO a que se refere teve vigen- 
cla durante 25 anos e ,expiroy 
No decorrer deste ana Come ja 
disse, h& dias. © Libano ¢ uma 
‘nacho independente e. como tal. 
recenhecida pela quase totalida: 
de das nacées alindas. 


A CONTRIBUICAO DO MUNDO 
ARABE 


E continuando: 
4. ~~ Aloga ainda © Sr. Helley 
{Que @ Franga interveie no Libano 
: yer estar em guerra com ag seus 
F@liados, & cuja frente se sacrifi- 
ig ie lg ET 
| Uberdade e@ que, ni . 
gees, tem @ diréito de néo admis | 
roe on s eed 
Bera] de qus ¢ respofsavel, 
: esté lutando pelo 
pels liberdad oe sinseras 
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CAPITAL ( 
do Comité Francés |) 
Nacional junto ao 

Brasileiro recebeu do Co- |) 
Informagbes dease |; 


@O~ 
bre os aconbecimentos da Siria 
em 13 do corrente. 19) Nenhum 
enoomtro re produaiu entre carros || 

tranceses e @ populacio |’ 


‘A mesma Delegagho recebeu mais - 
o seguinte telegrame datado de | 


Arge!: ° 
“«” mator parte das informacdes j 
esbrangeiras ecbre ‘ 





ado, 
O Governo Iibanés assim proce* 
dia no momento em que 0 dele- ‘ 
gado gerel francés vindo e Argel, . 
.. Mae encontrava em caminho, 
ol de volta para o Libano, portedor 
de insteucgdes a6 mais liberals 0 
que, ne realidade. davam ao Go- 
iiibanés 


as mais amples ga~- 
indepen- 


depois das — 

Geral francés - Libano forem 

grossetramente déformados @ exa- 

gerados. Xf’ absolutamente falso | 
qire 05 46 deputados que yotacam | 
a favor das emendas 4 Consti-| 
tuigdo hajam eido presos, que nas’ 
cidades principals do pais e nas 

on montanhosae s hajam ve- 

je 


praticamente, nO eo 
Considera-ee, nos melos autori- 
zados de Argel, que a chegada do 
general Catroux poré termo & to- 
do me.ertendido que ainda posse | 
existir e que constitue perigo nad | 
somente para e posiclo francesa 
no Libano, como para a dos Alla- 
= pO seu aaiforco comum de guer- 





| 













LIBERDADE PARA OS POVOS _ 

Os acontectmentos ae Ubawe pisiaapar 9er 
o problema daquelas que anseiam 
por sua Independencia, Ai4 povos dominados, su- 
jeitogs a um ocstatuto aberta ou framcamente co- 
lonial, aog quais mais uma ves se prometeu a in- 
dependencla. Seria uma ignobil traicgho aos ideais 
por que se batem as Nacdes Unidas, se a esses 
povos. nao s@ reconhecesse, desta feita, o direi- 
to de se governarem, o direita de realizarem 0 
proprig destino nacional sem a tutela que, afinai, 
interfere entre o legitimo interesse deles © o in. 
texregse dog dominadores. : 

No caso do Libano, nfio possuimos elemen- 
tos bastantes para julgar se o ato das autorida- 
des francesas, destituindo o governo local, inspi- 
rou-se 6m bons motivos de seguranca, ou se ape- 
nas exprimiu uma exacerbache do velho senti- 
mento imperialista, dificil de extirpar em poll- 
ticos e administradores acostumados a velha or- 
dem de coisas. Que um reajustamento entre as 
autoridades mandatarilag e as autoridades liba- 
nesas se fazia necessario, parece p.~vado pelo 
fato do proprio comissario Helle; assegurar que 
voltava de Argel com instrucées as malig liberals 
para entrar em acordg com 0 governo de Beirut. 
Teria sido a precipitacio com que este agiu o mo- 
tivo determinante das violentag medidas toma- 
das. E’ possivel que tenha sido assim. Porem 
lato no iffipede que a6 instrugdes Mberais dadas 
ao reprosentante do Comité Francés de Liberta- 
cf Nacional sejam trasiadadaé para a pratica, 
mesmo depois dos acontecimentos. Os prvos que 
anseiam por sua independencia: preferem certa- 
mente fatos a promessag. 

Os paises imperialistags costumavam usar de 
multay’ és ditte”’ @escutpas para retardar o mais 
poestvet® ca dos poyos, que sub- 
jugavam. Uma deias 6 que os antagonismos re- 
ligiosog oxistentes entre of “ovos coloniais ou semi- 





ai mesmos. Velha historia, através da qual se 
esconde toda uma politica de dividir para reinar. 
Outra desculpa nao menos classica 6 que 09 re- 
ferides povos coloniais e semt.colonials “‘nilo pos- 
suem condicves propicias de educacio politica a0 
exerciclo da soberania A verdade, porem, 6 que 
nada impede malig que elas adquiram tais condil- 
cies do que o dominig estrangeiro. 

A esse respelto, nio hi expmplo mais signl- 
ficative e edificante do que a China. Antes da 
guerra com o Japéo, nenhuma grande potencia 
julgava, a China capaz de oferecer go invasor & 
resistencia, heréica cem que ela, hA geig anos, 
enfrenta o colosso asiftico. A China tambem vi- 





colonials empedem que tale poves se gove-nem por -| 





tia 


via dividida pela guerra civil, Tambem do povo 
chinés se dizin que no possula o necesgario gen- 
timento de unidade nacional, Entretanto, af te- 
mos a China ynida por sua propria vontade, de 
posse de uma conciencia politica nacional, que ¢ 
a primeira de suas armas na repulsa ao agres- 
sor, demonstrando que os povos, através dos seus 
“leaders” auténticos, sabem sempre encontrar © 
caminho de sua vocac%o, de sua independencia 
e do seu destino. 
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A CRISE DO LIBANO 


posicio da GrAé-Bretanha em relacio aor 

acontecimentos da Libang ficou perfeita- 

mente esclarectda com a declaragao de an- 

te-ontem, Acenttou-se bem. sobretudo, que 

o governo Inglés ado decling das responsa- 
bilidades que assumiu, no tecante & promessa de in- 
dependencia e A manutencia da ordem na regi&o 
Por outro Jado, regista-se enfaticamente na declara- 
cAo que o Alto Gomissario francés, sr. Helleu, nao 
deu cieticia 4s autoridades Inglesas de seus planos de 
deposieso do governo local. mau grado as graves res- 
ponsebilidades britanitas na area estretegica do Ori- 
ente Proxima, inclafdes o Likuo e a Siria, 


Navy se deve, por certo, fazer um jtizo precipitadn 
sobre A acio dos franceser em Beirute, Nao dispo- 
mos ainda de todos os elementos neta um juleamen- 
fo sereno, © fato @ que duas forgcas antugonicas se 
chocam, no episodio: o movimento nacional Nbands, 
fe oun lado, due aspira a completa indenendencia de 
seu pafs, e de outro, o ze'o natural dos franceseés, 
que procuram festaurar a Franca na sua grandeza de 
ante-guerra, presservanda-lhe o imperio. E é preciao 
tr, ainda, ao fundo real desse drama: um povo que 
tem de esperar da ajuda de outros a gnarda da sua 
inteuridada territorial « a sua restaurac&e coma gran- 
de potencia, fatalmente sera assaltado de desconfian- 
vas e slispelfas sebre as verdadctras Intengdes de seus 
wenerosos Alladas, 


G Alta Comissario francés, no Libano, temia, cet- 


tamente, que os Ingieses nfo o apolassem nos seus 
prejetos de forpedeumenfo das manobras aactonalis- 


tas da peduena Republica asiation M&M flado na tra- 


dicgional tendenecia opritanlcoa para aceltar oa “fait 
scompll’, precipttou os sens planos 

w% bem dificil tamberm, acreditar que o Comité 
de Argel! nao tenha tida previo eonhectniento aa 


grave passe dado pelo sev representante no Libano. 
Atimitir que as antoridade: yanlistas agiram por con- 
ta propria, seria condeno: fais representantes como 
indisciplinados On frrespopsavcis Positisamente, obo 
& hipotese plausivel, 


Basta, alias. covrer os othos pelo vasto notictario 
teleqrafico Sobre a ayitacia que o geste inopinade dos 
franeeses do Libano provocou no mundo arabe. e no 
seio,do proprio pais, para availar-se bem a gravidade 
desse pesto. A reagho eu: Londres, por outre lado, 
varece indicar que # atitude dos franceses, ocultanda 
até o ullimo pocHicnic seus plauos de seus allados 





brifanicoa, ae + mais propicias a cooselidar 
a “entente’ Pond os 4h Pb Néo é& propriturfnie 
intervenc frane erno Hbanés o que da ius 
gar & reagan oo Soot Toundres negou gue os 
tranceses combstencs.. «© «vores oa Comite de Arve, 


herdaram o mewiate cor ivea sobre o Libano e, tec. 
nicamente. podem tems: as providencias que se fi- 
getem necessarias 4 manvtengaa da ordem na repu- 
blica, até que tet mandete <efe extiote, N&o auiserai, 
porem, os delegados francesex reconhecer as iniludi 
veis Tesponsabllidades gti: a CrrA-Bretanha tambem 
assumiu nesse terreno, en 1941, quando proporcionou 
aos franceses combatentes os melos de se {nstalarem 
no Libano, conservanda o mandato Nessa epoca, pro- 
meteu De Gaulle, per seu représentante. o general 








Danton Jobim 


Matroux a indenendercia da republica, que sd se 
efetivaria quando legalmente extinta o mandato fran- 
ees, apos a guerra, Com o vest precipitade do govere 
no Hban@s, modificande a constitiigae Jucal de ma- 
neira a extingulr praticamente wo mandato, us ap orte 
dades francesAs encontrariam motivo para intervir 
com 6 apolo de Londres Nunca, purem, menospre= 
zando os interesses vitals que os ingleses hole tém na 
area estrategica do levante nem esquecendy os peste 
Kos da ume grave alieragdo da oriem nessa area, 


No& conhed>) a constituicio Iibanesa nem as 
emendas que nela foram feites. Tmpoasivets, pois, 
opinar ¢om sequrants sobre o alcance dessus emen- 
das em relacho ao mandate francés. De qualquer 
modo, porem, a maneira violenta e inbabil por que 
axiram om delewados do Comité de Argel vieram colo- 
ear oo governo Hbanés em posig¢ho slmpAtica perante 
a opinide do mundo, «, sobretuda entre os povos ara~ 
bes, que tiveram espicacado o seu sentimento nacioe 
hai 

A atitude surpreendentemecite enéryica do gover- 
no egipcio revéela que o rer Farouk nae quer deixar 
passar essa opertunidade de assegurar-se a Hderanca 
vo mundo aribico, A barreira religiosa, que sempre 
dificultou a unidade desse mundo, fai abatida, pelo 
menos momentaneamente, pelo gesto francés. Os te- 
legramas nos falam de protestos coletivos de mucul- 
manos e crist&os, com o bispo e o mufti & frente. 

E’ de egperar, entretanto, que, com a visita do 
general Catroux, lider prudente e capAy venha a ser 
consertada ao menos uma burte da louca que se que- 
brow, 


remanent 


IBANO 











SSUME carater gravisswno a situacgdo atual do Libano, 

consequéncia da deciséo tomada pelo residente geral 

Jean Helleu, que mandou prender eo presidente da 
Repiiblica e vdrios parlamentares, sob a alegacdo de que 
tramavam contra a F . Como era de se esperar, ae 
reacées foram imediatas por parte do povo, dividido entre 
cristdos ¢ muculmanos cue se untram nesta hora, numa 
frente comum contra o ate que, segundo se sabe, mereceu 
a aprovagée do Comité Francés, mas que nao foi comu- 
nicudo @e autoridades briténicas e norte-americanas. Com 
o protesto do primetro ministro eytpcio, acredttou-se que 
o general Catroux tomaria as rédeas da, questao, néio sé 
para evitar desordens na regiado, assim como para resta- 
belecer as boas relacgées entre o governo do Cairo e o orgdo 
chefiado pelo general De Gaulle. 

Mas até agora a crise permanece e se torna cada vez 
mais tensa, pois os libaneses, sem distingao de credos reli- 
giosos, e apoiados pela ufirmativa do governo britdnico de 
manter a independéncia do pats, sairam para as ruas 6 
coiiegaram a reagir viotenta e justificadamente contra «as 
‘qnredidas postas em vigor. 

Tal situagdo provocou a contra-reagao francesa, que 
‘pés nas ruas de Beirute e¢ outras cidades, unidades de ton- 
ques e infantarta, afim de sufoear os motiis. 


Ao protesto do Cawo, segutu-se a decluragdo imgiesa 
de que ndo retirard sua palavra sobre a independéncia do 
pais. A nota briténica repercutiu favoravelmente no Cairo, 
assim como em todos os pequenos paises da Asia Menor, 
que eaperam da solucao do caso libanés a prépria formula 
de sua situagdo no dia de amanhi, uma vez que séo parte 
tntegrante doe destinos politicos de apés guerra, a mere- 
cerem cuidados e atengdes especiais das Nacies Unidas. 

Washington e Londres jd iniciaram os estudos con- 
juntos da crise libanesa, tendo a Inglaterra encarregado 
seu ministro em Argel, Harold Mac Millan, de entrar em 
tmediato entendimento com o Comité Francés para, ou de- 
belar a crise com o ajuste de ambos os pontos de vista — 
francéa ¢ libanés — ou estabelecer um novo modu-vivendi 
com o Libano, que amenize as arestas do mandato eristente 
@ que traga paz a nucéo. 

Embora a Inglaterra reafirme sen ponto de vista, que 
| € 0 da Carta do Atldntico, consequentemente das Nacoes 
Unidas, jé eaclareceu aos libaneses que néo permitird quais- 
quer atos que possam prejudicar o esforgo de guerra, come 
greves, destruicdo de pontes, ferrovias e ete. 


* s 


Hd, evidentementc, por parte da Grda-Bretanha e dos 
Hstadoa Unidos vivo empenho em defender os supremos in- 
teresses do Libano e das Nacgées Unidas, no plano politico 
é militar, de vez que a posicdo geogrdfica do pats é estra- 
tégica @ da mdxima importéncia para as operacées mili- 
tares futuras contra oa nipdnicos e contra os nazistas, 

Sem diuvida que um choque dessa natureza entre fran- 
ceses e naturais da terra dos cedros milendrios, pode oca- 
sionar prejuizos incalculaveis acs planos para a invasdo dos 
Baleas, &@ campanha do Mediterréneo e do sul da Asia, 
planos esses combinadosa com oe movimentoe ofensives qun 
a processam pelo sudoeste do Pacifico. 

* 
* 2 


Quando Giraud foi afastade dos assuntos politicos do 
Comité, jd estava, talvez, latente no seio do mesmo, a crise 
que sobreveio dias depois. Ninguem ignora que o coman- 
dante-chefe das forcas francesas, que sempre foi conside- 
rado como elemento antagénico ds diretrizes de De Caulle, 
talvez haja se oposto a quaisquer medidas dessa natureza, 
por considerd-las nao 386 prejudiciais & Franca, mas tam- 
bem as Nacées Unidas, com as quais @ Comité tem de viver 
om boa ¢ s4 harmonta, para a defesa dos destines supe- 
~wores da lita que se trava contra os agressores totalitérios. 

$ s 

Eapera-se que, apesar dos sérios conflitos e divergéncias 
extatentes em face de tais medidas do Comité, reconheca 
este @ tmprocedéncia de suas medidas, para que as Nacées 
Unidas possam solucionar plena ¢ satisfatoriamente os pro- 
blemas pendentes para a paz geral da familia lbanesa e 
para og interesses aliados na guerra. 

Caso o Conité permaneca trredutivel, os aliados inter- 
wirdo direta ec positivamente no assunto, como afirma o 
“Daily Telegraph” de Londres, afm de por um paradeiro 
no cave, satisfazendo libaneses ¢ franceses, mas principal- 
. mente pondo «@ salve de prejuizoe es esforgoe de todos os 
aliados na guerra contra os alemées, seus satélites ¢ o8 
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O projeto aprovado pelo presidente da Republica 
foi organizado pelo DASP — O trabalho realiza. 
do pelo Ministério da Fazenda — Diferenca en 
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vista concedida, ontem, a imprensa, 
pel 5 sr. meal Sinitiies sisi 












ae ceca 





JORNAL do CON 
~ Federal District, Rio 


Date: NOV.16.1943 











MCRCIO 





oe 


so aap nec 


(ee RENNER 
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com # metade da pdpulacic do Rio, cedros 
mosog revestem em bda porgio palsagem 
aspecto vetusto levantino, biblico. 

Nessag terras, fenicios, semites emigrados do 
golfo Persico, fixaram-se uns 2.500 anos antes 
de Ohristo e, com o cedro da regifo, fizeram 
os harcos que vieram a daf-lhe o dominio do 
Mediterraneo ¢ da Europa ocefnica, até o wJal- 
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Dessa gente, porém, sé resta nessas para- 
gens bem vage lembranca. 

‘Depois. dos turcos, que dominaram a regifo 
durante séoulos, o Libdno e a Syrie, formando 
-um bloco territorial pouco mator que o do 


OCcearé, uns 150 mil quilémetros quadrados, ¢ 
com @ massa de populacio de Parmambuco cerca 
de trés de almas, foram, por fim, entre- 


gives, mandato, & Frange em consequéncis 
das negociagdes de pax da ultime guerre. 


os franceses, mas hé nesss 


tunamente. 

Agore, que os problemas do Mediterraneo 
jé estho depencentes de yme comissio inter- 
nacional, por iniciativa dog russos, @ 06 de or- 
dem geral do mundo civilisado. sob « vigilancia 
da comissio a organizar-se em Londres, 6- 
gundo recentes deciséeg tomadas em Moscou, 
tornavam-se necesséries, pare Hitler e sua 
grei, agitagies politicas no meio beligerante 
iberal, que j& esté a eamags-los. 

© Comité de Argel, inhabil quase sempre 
em politica, fizera pudblico seu ressentimento, 
por n&o figurar efetivamente na comissio de 
Londres, cometendo a gaffe diplomatica de pas- 
aar recibo de uma desconsideracio das Nagées 
Unidas, alias, inexistente como jé fot exposto 
nestas colunas. i 4 

Yatimulados por essa.confisalo publica de 
fraquems politica de seu mandatério, os /1- 
paneses de tendéncia totalitéria por indole ser- 
vil de mugulmanos, tnteresee ou 
tendéncia francdéfoba, por certo indice asiatico, 


aa melhores provas de capaci-|. 






© LIBANO 


berhete ou. arabe, aproveitou o ensejo 
ee dis em lingueagem diplomA&tica, para dosfeils 
ésse golpe no mantato da Franca, 
os péia no meio internacional. 

O representane de Argel ai, em vés de pro 
ourar soluc&o pacifica para 4sse problema po- 
litico, considerou-o policial e decidlu resolvé-lo 
&s brutas, manu militart, dando assim pretexto 
& propagacéo, por todo o mundo muculmano, 
de um levante local, degenerado facilmente -.-n 
“guerre santa’, 

A volte do general Catroux ao Libano, com< 
delegado de Argel, ser& garantia para o ele- 
mento francéfilo, catélico, do pais, mas de efeltc 
pacificador bem diminuto, se essa atitude da: 
autoridedes de Argel no pais foi, mesmo, to- 
mada soberanamente, & revelia das Nacde 
Unidas e, com especialidade da Gr&-Bretanha 
que tem a regifo sob o contréle estratégico de 
suas tropas, empenhades em dar coberturs 
ao Irak e ao Iran, a Persia de antigamen‘e 
contornando com a Russia as fronteiras ter 
restres da Turquia asiadtice. 

Be os franceses de Argel cometeram, mcsmo 
tho grande desacerto politico ou, melhor, desa- 
tino diplomético, parece inevitavel que sua ack 
de mandetérios no Libano e na Syria venh: 


@ sofrer agora restric6vs bem pouco airosas ¢ 


@ conselho, sem divide, da Comisstio de. Lon- 
dres, assim como da assessora do Mediterraneo. 
Para as Nac6es Unidas, o caso tem a gravidad« 
de agitagio no mundo mugulmano, e, portanto 
de fundo religioso, porque levanfinos nico teem 


ainda espirito politico e unicamente, fanatismo 
religioso que os situs, de alfange ef punho, 10 
meio barbaresco onde nfio cessam de agiar-se © 


parecem gente. 

Masa afoitésa do Libano em tornar-se in- 
dependente com o recurso de mera alterayt 
constitucional e irregularmente praticada, quan 
do ag Negdes Unides, em que se apoia o Co- 
mité de Argel, estio a dominar todo 0 Med! 
terraneo, é ato simplista demais pare o govern: 
de Beiruth. Al n&o faltam politicos de asidtic: 
asthola e cultura bastante, para réconhecer « 
despautério de semelhante atitude, sem apol 
militer algum, nem razho polition plausive! 
presentemente. 

Portanto, se errou em politica externa 
Comité de Argel, tomando essas iniciativas 
revelis das NacSes Unidas e como desagrav 
de seus foros de govérno soberano, niio regis 
trados, aliis, em cartério do Juizo dos Feito 
da Nobresza e da Soberania Internacional, 
instalar-se, alnde, em Londres, segundo recen 
tes decisées da comissio trina de Moscou, né 
as tomou erradamente me sua politica intern: 
agindo com a devida presteza e certa viclén 
cia, que povos levantinos, turbulentos por fa 
natismo e tendéncias némade, aventuresca, re 
querem sempre. 

O caso nfo tert como se vé, import&nc! 
de monta, se atalhado a tempo ésse golpe quin 
tacolunista, servindo, no entanto, para demon: 
tear quanto 46 necessério, mesmo, um aparelb 
coordenedor do convivio internacional com: 
conseguiu famer-sc até certo ponto, a Liga da 
Nagdes. 

Volteré a ser Genebra a capital do mundi: 
civilisado? EB’ de esperar. 





qyue ainda | 


| 
| 


com. | 


| 
| 










| tiea e ‘procurar 


1943 








cng ns 


CTR eTOR.< 
ELMANO CARDIM 





ell 


N. 39 


Ses gee een SS 





IOS ACONTECIMENTOS NO LIBANO 





As autoridades francesas afirmam que reina completa caima no pais — A mis- 


séo do General Catroux 
Libertacio — Uma 


. CAIRO, 15 (R.) — O General Catroux tem 
tarefas a executar no Libano: a primeira, 
nto de vista aliado, consiste em restabe- 
cero mals rapidamente possivel a ordem @ @ 
tranquilidade, salvaguardando, assim, os interes- 
ses estratégicos aliados contra o perigo da con- 
tinuacho dos disturbios; © a segunda do ponto 
de vista francés, teré de resolver a crise poli- 
um perfeito entendimento en- 
tre as autoridades francesas e a populacéo do 
Libano, de maneira que fique assegurada a ¢5- 
tabilidade do iibende. ‘ 

A atual situ politica de Argel fez com 

ue o General Catroux execute sua missfio ro- 
dead de certas vantagens e de certas desvan- 
tagens. 

ee primeiro logar, 6 emissario de um novo 
Comité, recentemente constituido e ainda nfo 
de todo consolidado. 

Por outro lado, a nova politica de represen- 
tagio desse comité mostra que o mesmo pos- 
sue espiritos viogrosos, contrarios & qualquer 
polftica de contemporisagiio. 

A referéncia, no comunicado dado a conhe- 
cer, & garantia dos direitos libaneses e & espe- 
ranga de que o General Catroux solucionaré os 
“mal-entendidos’’, 6 muito significatica. EB’ de 
se supor, de fato, que Catroux trateré de con- 
vencer acs nativor de que @ Franga esté dis- 
posta realmente a conceder a independéncis ao 

ais, tio cedo o permitam as circunsténcias. 
fio se deve esquecer, alias, que & promessa de 
independéncia a Sirla e ao Libano tem & Gra 
Bretanha como fiadora. 

De qualquer modo, a tarefa imediata do Ge- 
neral Catroux consiste no restabelecimento da 
ordem. Segundo se sabe, o Comité Francés de 
Libertacfo Nacional n&o se mostra inclinado @ 
desautorar o seu alto comissfrio, Helleu. 

Foi divulgado que se constituiu um cha- 
mado governo “libanés’’, constituido por Hetry 
Pharaoon, como vice-presidente; Seid Salam 
Salaid como vice-presidente do conselho de Mi- 
nistros e ps ministros do antigo governo de 
Riad Solhl, que nfo foram detidos. 

A sede do governo esté localisada na velha 
cidade de Baalbech, a 56 quilémetros de Da- 
masco. i 

Por outro lado, divulgou-se tambem que as 
autoridades francesas publicaram um comuni- 
cado, negando categoricamente que 48 depu- 
tados libaneses tenham sido presos por votar 
em favor da constituigéo emendada pelo “pre- 
mier'' Riadsohl e negando ainda que Senhani 
irrompido disturbios, e havido choques entre 
forcas de “tanks’’ franoeses e multiddes liba- 
nesas; que grupos da seita dos “druses’’ se ha- 
jam revoltado ou que tenha havido numerosos 
mortos. 

oe Rese taeda Anvlaea ane reina camnpleta 


— A interveng do inglesa e as negociacées no Caire, em 
irute e em Argel — Declaragio de © ordell a tote, do } 
entrevista mandante e efe das for 

livres em territério libanés eae Terre 


do Comité Francés 


estadistas libaneses 
pas senegalesas. 

“Os ofictais e soldados que executaram as 
ordens recebidas eram franceses e de cor bran- 
ca’, acentuou o Geperal Chadebec. 

A seguit, o General de Lavalade n¢tgou tam- 
bem que as tropas senegalesas tivessem atira- 
do contra a populacio, E insistitiu, afirmando 
que “a Franca ¢ o Libano poderiam solucionar, 
sem dificuldades, @ pacificamente as suas difee 
rengas si ambos entrassem em amistoso enten- 
timento. 

O General lamentou a intervencio estran- 

no caso franco-libanés, pois “a Franca 1 fo 


fosse efetuada pelas tro- 


eira 
a & menor intencéio de manter o seu mandato 


ali de um modo permanente nem tumpouco de 
transformar em colonias a Siria e o Libano’’. 

Disse ainda que viera ao Cairo para prestar 
inf ao 86s General Sir Henry Maitland 
Wilson, comandante em chefe das forgas ciladas 
do Oriente-Médio, fornecendo assim diretamente 
um quadro exato da situacho, em vista do exi- 
tagflo dos libaneses e das falsas noticias de fon- 
te estrangeira. 

° General de Lavalade declarou textualmente: 
— “Prometemos a independéncia e résen~ 
tamos a tnica n que prometeu e¢ concedeu 
a independéncia 2 outro pals durante’ esta 
guerra. Entendemos agir de conformidade a 
nossa promessa. Contudo, estamos em guerra 
e uma solucho definitiva torna-se impossive] an- 
tes da guerra terminar’’. 

Falando das obrigac6es francesas, o entrevis- 
tado salientou que “Um mandato da Liga das 
Ni nfio é incompativel com a independéncia. 
Entretanto, somos responsaveis perante a 8. 
D. N. que continta tendo existéncia juridica 
e funcionnado para os paises sob mandato. A 
efetivacio da independéncia podcria ser feita 
imediatamente, depois de discuss6es amistosas e 
de um certo tempo, e razoavelmente depois da 
guerra quando a situachio local e a posicio dos 
exércitos libanés e sirio teria sido definida. A 
solucfo definitiva e a retirada da Franca n4o 
podem ser feitos antes do fim da guerra’’. 

Nessa altura da entrevista, o General Cha- 
debec ponderou: “Temos sugerido a contventen- 
cia de novas negociacédes 20 governo libanés, po- 
rém, de vez que este governo a isso se negdra 
nada mais tinhamos a fazer, alem do que fize- 
mos”, 

Abordando a dificil quéstéo das rivalidades 
de religiéo o General disse que os christ&os 
aprovaram as severas medidas tomadas cnquan- 
to os mulcumanos nfo se opuzeram abertamente 
as mesmas. “Negou em seguida que o arcebispo 
Ge Arida tivesse protestado contra s atitude fran- 
cesa e precisou que certas altas notabilidades 
tmulcumanas cobiftavam o poder. 

inalmente o general Chadebec Lavaiude de- 
clarou ignorar st as decis6es do comissério fran- 
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Boletim internacional 


O caso sirio -libanés 


Nao @ ainda bastante clara Para os observadores internacionais e 
| situa¢fo erlada no Libano e na Sirta, em virtude do ato do Comité Frane 
| ces de Libertacao, ordenando a prisio do Presidente da Reptblica, f@« 





{1 chando a perlamento e tomando outras medidas radicaits. 
' A alegacao até agora aparecida na imprensa é a de 4yuc aquele niaw 
gistrado e os membros do seu gabinete estavam ma contru 


quanto ela se encontra sob o jugo alemf&o. 

| O general Catroux, em nome de De Gaulle, proclamara a in 

| dencia da Siria e do Libano, ha cerca de dois anos, depois da in 
desses paises por tropas britanicas e Franceses Livres, com 6 intuito de 

| eliminar dali as influencias de Vichy. 


| Franga, ou seja agiam sem consultar aqueles que a representam ene 


Aquelas regiées foram entregues & Franca, pela Liga das Nac6es, 
uo Carater de mandatos. Desaparecido o organismo de Genebra, mane 
teve-se essa dependencia. Mas o8 franceses pensaram que seria um 

|| esto capaz de conciliar a boa vontade e simpatia dos povos Mbanés @ 
| Sirfo, numa hora dificil. a proclamacao da sua independencia. 

Ficara, no entanto, estabelecido que somente depois da guerra, me« 
diante uma confirmacaéo do povo francés, em pleno gozo da sua 
nia, ou por deliberacg&o do organismo que ven a substituir a Liga, se 
consagraria o estatuto definitivo da Siria e do Kbano, Contudo,o goe 
verno, nao levando em conta aquele compromisso, passou a agir por cone 

; ta propria e agora dera inicio & reforma da Constituicéo, sem a#udiene 
FT! cine aprovacéo das autoridades francesas. Isso teria motivado @ atitu- 
de violenta de que resultou a prisio do presidente da Republica, 


dig&o com os principios pelos quais se batem as Nacdes Unidas e Ce) 
opde as promessas reiteradas de Roosevelt e Churchill sobre os diret - 


KF’ muito dificil emitir um Julgamento seguro sobre esse assunto 
Nao se sabe o grau em que a politica dos dirigentes sirios e libanesex 
pode estar inquinada de partidarismo anti-francés ou obedece aos im~ 
Perativos da libertacho a que teem direito todos OS povos. Mas 6 certo 
| que tendo sido a concessio da independencia condicionada a circuns~ 
tancias que ainda nao se verificaram, houve pelo menos da sua parte 
ma precipitacéo que burla o verdadeiro significado daquele acordo. 
{ Os ingleses e americanos néo terdéo, indubitavelmente, nenhum in- 
teresse em agitagées no mundo arabe. sobretudo motivadas pela - 
,| dicag&o de principios politicos que constituem a propria fonte de - 
{ piragéo da guerra nas democracias. E’ de esperar que a intervencho di- 
plomatica de Londres e Washington junto a -uma com- 
Posi¢éo, adiando-se para depois do conflito a solug&ée definitiva: do caso, 
que ficaria pendente como muitos outros, em homenegem ag esforge de 
guerra em que todos estao empenhados. By 


| merrier ees + me 
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COMENTARIO INTERNACIONAL ‘ 
O'Caso do Libano | 
Antonio Bento | 


E volta de sua viagem da Russia, o sr. Cordell full, 
@o passar pela cidade de Fortaleza, dirigiu ao mi- - 
nistro Osvaldo Aranha um despacho muito expres- 
sivo, tendo salientado que a Gonferencia de Mos- : 
cou abriu uma “esplendida perspectiva”, nfo 66 

Para a contin da guefra como para o Prosseguimento da 

cooperagéo politica, depois de cessada p luta. Respondendo a 

esse . © chanceler pbrasileito acentuon a satisfagho ! 

com que o nosso pais receben o sucesso que corcol o& esfor-, | 
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de 
novembro de 1918, todos os planos de estario destinados | 
> eooperacho. e a lealdade entre 
NagSes Unidas serio necessarias bata @ presetvagho da 
obra inigiada na Oonferencia de Moscou, 
Ww’, preclsaamente sob ebee aspecto, que o golpe determinado 
Comite de Argel contra o governo legal a Libano cau- 
soul” pessime efelto no mundo intéiro, 
Nenhuma conventencia de ordem Dolitica ou militar acon- 
selhava o comité francés a usar de tais processos anti-demd« 
Raat Ne, momento 6m que © mundo cOndena as aventuras 
tmipert . Nem se diga que o Lihano @ uma colonia fran. 
-8e sob mandato da Franga, por delega-. 


A au das : ou 0 apareiho tnternactonal gue | 
substituica orgao rorrogar’ aque. mandato Essa 6 a 
questéo preliminar @ ser examined » @s8&% drofrogacho 


ser naseurede desde Bolpe de mo dado 
velog a warios do Comité de Argel, A Franca 06 
séra digna ' 0b Ga proteco © povo libanés, caso 
J gen Gos °° @ desastres destes ultimos quarenta 


woablde 0m mien aegis Dresidido por De 
fol recebida com a maior consterng, o. Em vez de en. 


antes de mais nada os problemas da Ifbertacko de sea 
proprio povo, © Comité. de Argel investe contra os representan. | 

ando uma des mais mjustift. 

a cay br ao ane emptied Sis 

processo multe. bem a @ hos japoneses, mas 

4 Nunca hum povo conan ae: po. n&o distutimos o direito 


ee assiste @ imperto evlo~ 
nial francés. Mad, o caso do » GO ponto de vista do dis 


parade ao das demsls colonias eepaltiadas noe doe nee | 
as nds im | 
ferios. Tomada em da as decisées | 


&e 
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© Renesas o tna pig eS 
0$ Gontinentes esto se batendo contra 
=e ¢ os outros generals de Argel devem ser 
| ' pelos governos das grandes nacées 
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A-749, November 26, i 30 Pell, 

Much attention has been given in local press to 
developments in recent crisis in Lebanon. Caracas Lebanese 
organization numbering several hundred cabled message to 
Frenoh Committee of National Liberation supporting Lebanese 

% President and other officials in their demands for complete 
independence from Frenoh authority. Copies of message 

also transmitted by the organization directly to President 
Roosevelt and Prime Minister Churchill, Editorial comment 


“generally critioal of unilateral aotion taken by French 


612/10°3068 


Committee representative in Beirut and several statements 
mate to effect that affair appeared to be an unfortunate 
clash of British and French colonial interests in that 
strategic area whioh hed appirentiy been resolved with 
 eomplete’ ‘disregard for principles of Atlantic Charter.. : 
Editorial in Government-controlled AHORA of Novenber 20th ©, 


, stated that disputes of this nature must necessarily be ¢ 
subordinated to war-time denands, but that atlantic Chartér 


and Moscow Declarations are guarantees thet rights of all 


peoples will be respected and protected after conclusion of 


us Sd 


wars 
Sey CORRIGAN 
WJS: TAR 


CROSS-REFERENCE FILE 
NOTE 


SUBJECT Reestablishment of “legal Parlianent and 
Me legal government? in Lebanon: 


Informs that papers carry texts of three 
telegrams addressed by Nahas Pasha to 
lebanese Prime Minister and Presidest of 
the Chamber and General Catroux expressing 


pleasure in <. % 
Oo 
m 
© 
~ 
8 
For the original paper from which reference is taken 
See ._... Mh I Mier sn e 
(Wespatch, telegram, instruction, letter, etc.) 
Dated ..Mews26,2965. eo" | Beret. ae ‘ 
File No. 8900000/866 Bi abe 
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. AS® MR, MURRAY Mg : 
silting trons wisn cbt (| DFC 11 1943 | 
The meseradie NN Pape at 
The Secretary of State, SMENT OF Se” 
Washington, D.C. 


sir: 
I have the henor to sail herewith, at the 





t of Mr. Risealle Haddad, self-styled heed co 
. Lebanese Committee, the original © 
: communication protesting the g 
“ ae * , authorities in on. Mr. . - 
Hag@ed was formerly Turkish Gonsul at Rio 
ma Ss ane of the leaders of the Syrio- o 
, §@ reported in ay teh No. me 
woes, he was one of leaders ~ 
ae S404 oF i 
Re ly yours, = 
rt 
Cae 


“iH /Sc 





§ ~1gao: »* 
a! 


His Excl. OORDELL HULL 
North American Secretary of The Foreign Ofice 


WaSHINGTON - UL 8. A. 





"Bree Lebanone Of Brasil, friends of the UnitedPowers, in 
common valiant: with their countrymen in the whole world, have 
the honour to express to the North American Geverment, their 

« fexmal protestation against the unjust treatment of their Go- 
“tyernment and. tre vielation, of the independence’ of Lebanon, prac- 
~ ied py the french authorities of Alger, whe constituted to 
| deliver i#@ own -country from the t4eany of their opressor, did 


TAL cia ERB eS Se 


. not vacilate to attompt.against the honour and the Independence. 


Taomee 


: 
wk tet, A Ly EE oer 


of a Friend Nation, dispraising in public, all democratic prin- 
ciples for which the United Nations are sacrifying all their 


powers. | 
; J The Lebanon Committee * 
Ltteret ard EET ieee ail 


Rio de Janeiro, 17th. of November of 1943. 


a 


December & 16433 


No, 23 VC 


To the 


Officer in charge of the American Mission, 
Rio de Janeiro. 


The sents tery of State refers to the Embassy's 
despatch no, 13484 of November 19, transmitting, on 
behalf of a newly-formed Lebanese Committee, a communi- 
cation protesting the recent action of the French authori- 
ties in Lebanon. 


The Officer in charge is requested, in his discretion, 
to acknowl the receipt of this communication on behalf 
of the Secre » Stating as follows: 


On November 29, 1941, the Department, 

in a statement to the press, welcomed the 
Ere. eanenens of independence of Lebanon and 

yria as a step toward the realization of the 
natural and legitimate aspirations of the 
Lebanese and Syrian peoples, with whieh the 
American Government and people have always 
sympathized, for the full enjoyment of sovereign 
independence. 


Fellewing the recent events in Lebanon, 
this Government promptly made its pesition known 
to the French Committee of National Liberation 
in Algiers in ascordance with its established 
policy, It was made clear that this Government 
hoped that the Freneh and Lebanese could reach 
some agreement which would allow the Lebanese 
people full independence, bearing always in 
mind the military exigencies of the situation. 


ae irre ae in Lebanon has now been re- 
stored to a normal basis, and it is the earnest 
hope of this Government that friendly negotiations 
can now proceed in an atmosphere of good will on 
both sides for the solution of the underlying 
issue of the independence of the Levant States. 
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I havg the honor to supplement my Despatch 
No. 13465, addressed to you on November 18, with 
a further report on the editorial comment appear- 
ing in the Brazilian press in reference to the 
Lebanon situation, and most of which is critical 
\ of the French position regarding Lebanon. 


ccc/10°306 


DIARIO DE NOTICIAS, Nov. 19 asks: "What authority 

Ww could the "free French" have for revolting against 
Q the Germans if they are doing in Lebanon what the 
“n Nazis are doing in France?..By the solution of this 
situation will be verified the degree of sincerity 
of those who say they fight for democracy and the 
self-determination of peoples". 


7 


wWORNAL DO BRASIL, Nov. 20: "This is a war of liber- 
tion, prowlaims the Muscovite colossus. We fight 
or the victory of democracy, announces Uncle Sam. 
e wish the liberty of people, the respect and in- 
ependence of oppressed nations, the extermination 
f force and violence, says John Bull. A notable 
erican statesman has said the future of humanity 
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- Sipelies on the honesty with which the three great 
i= eopowers fulfill and accomplish the solemn promises 
‘““ Seb the Atlantic Charter.".."fhose responsible for be 





3 


ch violations (such as Lebanon suffers) should be 

_jadvised they must repair them as eee. as possible 
under pain of becaming unworthy of sitting in the 
conferences of peace..." 


L=-T Nbr 
Carry’ 


DIARIO DE NOTICIAS published a protest of the Lebanese, 
which said in part: “The Lebanese of Sao Paulo, under 
the leadership of Ca¥aleiro Basile Jafet, authorized 
leader of 500,000 Syrians an banese in Brazil, 
protest to the Allied Governments of Great Britain and 
the United States, % the brutal act prastised 

by the French in Lebanon". ? 
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AIR MAIL 


DIARIO CARIOCA of Nov. 24: “In fact, all aspects 
of the blow struck by France against Lebanon were 
disastrous. It showed that the Committee presided 
over by De Gaulle adopts an anti-democratic policy, 
which does not help the orientation of the people 
who struggle against the Nazi-Fascists regime." 


Typical clippings are attached. 


Respeotfully yours, 
for the Ambassador; 


Naat 


J . Simmons, 
Counselor of Embassy. 
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DIARIO de NOTICIAS 


Federal District, Rio 


Dares NOV 19-1943. 









O Libano est&4 no cartas. Um comentarista americano 
afirma que a quest&o do Libano tem uma importancia tal 
que pode trazer novos rumos & guerra, Um jornal inglés emi- 
te uma opinifo dizendo que ninguem pode prever as conse- 
quencias da revolugéo do Libano, Os franceses “ocupados”’, 
de Vichy, e os ‘“desocupados”’ do Norte da Africa est&o todos 
vivamente preocupados com os sucessos ou, melhor, com o8 
insucessos do Libano. 

| Mas o que 6 o Libano? Onde fica o Libano? O que acon- 
|] teceu no Libano, para que todos os olhos, inclusive o de Mos- 
cou, se voltem, de repente, para 14? 

O Libano 6 uma nesga de terra. E’ um dos menores Esta- 
dos da Asia Menor. E é, naturalmente, a patria dos libane- 
ses. Mas no Libano mandam os franceses. 

Neste particular, o Libano nfo apresenta nenhumg ort- 
ginalidade. Neste mundo de Cristo, existem dezenas de psi- 
sea como o Libano, onde os de casa sio os que menos mandam. 

O Lfibano, porem, est4 no cartaz por dois motivos real- 
mente dignos de nota: 

1). por que os patriotas libaneses se revoltaram contra © 
jugo francés e@ 

2). por que os franceses, que se dizem livres, insistem 
em cortinuar a escravizar e a explorar o Libano. 

Mas poder&o og libaneses expulsar os franceses de seu | 
territorio? Esse pequeno povo terd meios de lutar contra | 
Os opressores armados até os dentes? 

Sim, dizem os entendidos, porque o Libano nfo est& s0- 
zinho, Atraés dos patriotas libaneses, dispostos a se sacrifi- ~ 
car pela sua liberdade, esté a Siria, estio todos os povos mu- | 
qulmanos, estéo toda sas nacionalidades que se espalham pela 
Asia Menor e que se encontram mais ou menos nas mesmas 
condicées. Mas o Libano poderaé reagir contra o dominio fran- 
cés, principalmente porque atrés dos libaneses encontram-se 
os anglo-americanos. 

Tém, portanto, razfo aqueles que acham que a questiéo 
libanesa se apresenta sob aspecto de suma gravidade, cma 
vez que, pela sua solucho, se verificaraé o grau de sinceridade 
dos que dizem que se batem pela democracia e pela autodeter- 
minacéo dos povos. 

Qne autoridade podem tem os “franceses Jivres’’ para se 
revoltar contra os alemfies, se estio fazendo no Libano o 
mesmo que os nazistas estfo fazendo na Franca? 

Aos libaneses pouco importa que se mude o curso da guer- 
ra, O que eles querem, e com toda razio, é que se mude 8 
sorte do Libano, que tem vivido sob os mais variados tipos 
de exploracio. ; 



























O episodio do Libano Rig 


To 


© otimismo infundado de cer- 
tos idealistas da pez acaba de 
sofrer rude golpe com os accn- 
tecimentos do Libano, que cfus- 
caram a senzacho do notictarto 
belico nestes ultimos dias. 

Esta guerra nfo est& ganha em 
definitivo, os anglo-emericanos 


i mal conseguiram forcar as por-— 


tas da Fortaleza da Europa, ag 
russos combatem até agora no 
edlo patrio para repelir o invasor 
® © poderio do inimigo permite- 
lhe ainda desfechar golpes auda- 
closes como o*da ilha de Leros 
e j& o fantasma da paz comeca 
® ameacar os frutos da vitoria. 

Esta 6 uma guerra de liber- 
tagho, proclama o colo3s0 mos- 
covita. Lutamos pela vitoria da 
democracia, apreg6a Tio Sam 
Queremos @ Iiberdade dos povos, 
o respelto & Independencia das 
nagédes oprimidas, o exterminio 
da forca « da violencia, anuncia 
John Bull, 

Um notavel estadista america~ 
no, depois de dar a volta ao mun- 
do @ auscultar a opinifio publica 
de algumas dezenas de nacdes, 
afirmou odrajosamente que o fu- 
turo da humanidade  repousa, 
todo ele, na honestidade com que 
ae tree grandes potencias aliadas 
cumprissem @ fivessem cumprir as 
solenes promessag da Carta do 
Atlantico, : 

Na China ou no Rgito, na Siria 
ou na India @ em quantos outros 
paises que nio gozam de inde 
Ppendencia uma questfio superna, 
na orbita internacional, qualquer 
outra; — Os principios oonsagra- 
done magialea hlgtnrice Anfnumente 
aplicam-ee para o mundo inteiro 
ou restringem-se 4 Europa e 4s 
Americas ? 

Milhdes de seres humanos, qua- 
si metade da populacho do globo, 
teem os olhos fitos-em Washin- 
gton, Londres ¢ Moscou, pro- 
curando descobrir nos fatos um 
indiclo qualquer da asinceridade 
dag promessas de que vio vi- 
vendo. 

Compreende-se, por isso, a de- 
silusio que Ihes deve ter causado 
@ infeliz intervenc&o francesa no 
Libano, provocando uma eéria 
reagho por parte deste povo e, 
o que n&o feria facil prevér, a 
impressionante solidariedade re- 
velada pelos naturaig desse len- 
dario pais, a ponto de reunir na 
hore do perigo grupos thio he- 
terogeneos e quasi irreconciliave:s. 

Ainda 6 cedo para julgar o pu- 
nhado de homens que dirigem o 
Comité Francés de Libertacio, 
desde sua obscura origem ao tem- 
po de Darlan até 4 esteril rivali- 
dade Giraud-De Gaulle, j& com- 
parada 4s disputas pessoais pelo 
poder que precederam ao colapso 
da Franga © que, cada dia, fazem 
perigar a esperanca de redencio 
da velha Galta. 

Mas © que est& fora de duvida 
6 a responsabilidade de seus lea- 
ders pelo grave risco que estio 
fawendo correr sm causa da de- 
mocracia e 0 prestigio moral dos 
Aliados no Orlente e, quigé, no 
mundo imtelro. N&o pode deixar 
de pasmar que tals sobressaltos 
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de uma das azsociadas me 
qualificades para isso, sabido o 
elevadO prego em utilidades e 
atribulagSes morats que o reco- 
nhecimento ofictal e as questhes 
domesticas do Comité teem cust 
do e a reduzida contribuicio pa 
ra & vitoria que o mesmo tem 
podido dar até agora 

Na verdade, que confiancga po 
dem ter os povos vizinhoa ou 
nfio do Libano, mas em identica 
Posicfo politica perante as poten- 
clas coloniais, depois dos tristes 
suceg.0s que nos ultimos dias 
abalaram nfo 86 esse 
rincho, mas toda a opinifio pu 
blica mundial? Que segurancga 
representar&é para eles a palavra 
de Roosevelt, Churchill e Stalin, 
no sentido da emanc!pacho mais 
rapida poegsivel de todos eles, no 
futuro, re, na hora presen‘e, em 
plena guerra, quando os Aliados 
necessitam da ajuda matertal ou 
estrategica de cada um, s€@ per- 


advenham para as Nag6es wet 





pequens | 


mite uma violagho tho flagrante | 


das garantias prometidas ? 
Suporfo, talvez, espiritos lige'- 
ros que a crise atuel nflo tem 
proporc6es suficientes para acar- 
retar as consequencias acima fi- 
guradas, resumindo-se num inci- 


dente tipicamente local, de molde | 


@ interessar apenas 4 edminis- 
tragho francesa. 

Rematado engano. Bm questin 
de principios nfo ha, nem pode 
haver meio ternmo e qualquer 
transigencia poder&é vir a ser fa- 
tal & organiaacio mundial de 
apés-guerra, transformando s4 
Verreta duo tubnigong s@Culaion ua 
\Yberdade, numa nova tregua em 
lugar da vitoria definitiva pela 
qual tanto ansela a humanidade, 
farta de sangue e de destruicao. 

A responsabilidade dos Estados 
Unidos, da Inglaterra e da Rus 
sia 6 enorme, como fiadoras quae 
eho de uma paz Justa e duradou- 
ra, e de-um mundo melhor, vrin- 
stpalmente os prime!ros, como 
depositarios que sho das milores 
reservas de boa vontade de que. 
em qualquer tempo, j4 desfru‘ou 
em todo o untverso uma nacho.,, 
como o revelou esse autentico 
democrata que é¢ Wendell 


a 


Wil-} 


kie, num livro ora traduzido em! 


todas as Iinguas vivas. 


A America, herdeira 
tavel das conquistes da clwviliza- 
gio, n&o pode assim assistir im 
passivel ou através apenas p> 


nuncilamentos mais, ou menos 
platonicos a violencias como a 
que ecaba de sofrer o Libano. 


Nés, a@mericanos do Norte, do 
Centro e do Sul, temos direito de 
exigir, em nome de nessas con- 
quiztas espirituais e da fidelt 
dade aos principios pelos quais 
n0s batemos ou nos sacrificamos, 
que os responsavela por tals vio~ 
lagdes sejam advert:dos de que 
deverfio repara-les o mais répida- 
mente possivel, sob pena de se 
tornsrém “indignos de ter assento 
nas conferencias da paz e, até 
14, nfo merecerem mais qualquer 
auxillo. 


Carios A. Dunshee Abranches 


inconutes- | 













































Protesto dos libaneses 
f Recrbemos : 


“O Libano, que contribulu, desde a 
queda de Parts até o die 10 de no- 


to da Franga, Protests, por interme. 
dio dos seus filhos acolhidos no Brasi}, 
contra a violacho de sua independen. 
Cla pelas autoridades francesas 

On libanesee de S80 Paulo chefia- 
dos pelo Cavaleiro Bastle Jafet lider 
autorizado dos 300.000 sirfos e |ibane- 
ses do Brasil, protestaram Junta aos 
movernos aliados da Gr&-Bretanha e 
dos Estados Unidos contra o ato bru- 
tal praticado pelos franceses No Li- 


a. 

Nestea capital, os jibaneses resen- 
tados pelos seus Nderes formulsrap 
© seu mals decidido protesto contre os 
seguintes fatos postos em Praética pelos 
franceses: @ prisho do chefe e demats 
membros do erno do Libano; a vio. 
lagho de sua ind endencia proclama. 
da pela propria ance © garantida, 
pela Gr&_Bretanha: a deslealdade para 
‘comm 08 compromissos Qssumidos: a 
conquista dos paises Pequenos; a vio- 
lagin da Carta do Atlantico e 0 deapre- 
® pelo direito » pela liberdade dos 
fracos. 

Como fustificativa para o seu ato, 
& Franca, alegou que descobriu um 
“complot’’ contra & S@guranca de seu 
pals, fate desmentido; us agiu em 
nome da Liga das Nag entidade 
que ny mats existe; que possue um 
mandato sobre o Libano, alegache ju- 
ridicamente falida;: que interveio con- 
tra os muculmanos, pretexto gtave por- 
que o islam esti a favor dos aliados 
e o presidente do Libano nfo 6 mu- 
gulmano _e, por fim, que « crise do 
Libano fora ordenada pel sr. Laval, 
esquecendo-se a Franca de que a ordem 
de provocagio fol executada pelos pro. 
Prios franceses, 

De scordo com a opinife gers} dos 


Iibaneses e@ assing Delo ex.consui 
Eiki ‘Haddad @ pelo eseritor 
wrens so” Governe, Brestienees 

es a0 ero Ti 
embaixadores da Gra-Bretanhs 
Estados Unidos’. 
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Federal District, 


| ATi etttiiattettteteeiesity = 
Em entrevista que cada de 
conceder, 0° Gena « Oatroux, da 
Comissio Francesa de Libertagio 
Nactenal, declarou que as diver- Prote- | 
Gencies existentes entre o Libzno | OSS, ecto sence ex- 
Plorados pela “qi ecluna”, 
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| interferencia estranha nas suas || 
relagdes com e@ Palestina. 

EB’ @ primeira vez que uma fi- 
Sura responsavel entre og france- 
ees livres responde diretamente as 
Oriticas que es:fic eendo feltas na 
Inglaterra & a:itude pcouco feliz ene 
quela Comissio no concernente ao 


O General Catroux Poderia lem- |) 
brar tambem o caso da India, sem |' 
falar em outros de menor impor- 
tancia ‘mas que todos apresentam 
dificuldadee muito serias « ven- 
cer, quando, terminada a guerra 
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LICOES DE UMA CRISE 
As nv que esto chegando sobre a crise 
| Mbanesa informam que as primeiras medidas para 
& sua solugho consistiram na liberdade dos minis. 
tros do governa destituido, « tambem na liberda- 
| de do presidente da Repdblica. O episodio tende, 
| pols, a concluir-se da melhor maneira, até por- 
que deixa bem clare nie constituir crime que 08 
dirigentes ¢ “leaders” de paises sob mandato, ou 
sob estatuto colonial e semi-colonial, se esforcem 
no sentido de obterem a total independencia, que, 
em nome dos ideals das Nacdes Unidas, thes fol 
solenemente prometida. E’ clarq que, nesse sen- 
tido, muitos passos podem e devem ser dados dau- 
rante o curso mesmo de guerra, porque tals pas- 
sos, ao revés de prejudicarem o esforco aliado 
para vencer 08 paises totalitarios, concorrer&o, sem 
divida, para estimular a cooperacho que as Na. 
cbes Unidag esto recebendo de Estados que an- 
selam pela conquista de sua maloridade politica. 
Portanto, até onde as medidas com esse objeti- 
vo nfo prejudicarem a politica de guerra aliada, 
nfo h& motivos para adiamentog e negacas. 

O destecho da crise do Libano ter& certamen- 
te repercussSes saudaveig em todo o Oriente, pré- 
ximo © extremo. Realmente, no Libano o que esta 
em jogo 6 toda uma yasta serie de. reivindicagies 
qué tiném 6s povoOs da Asia. ne mesmo profundo 


te, autonomicamente, Tambem em outros Estados 
cotontatg"6u gemi-coloniais h& “leaders’’ de in- 
contestavel prestigio, presog ¢ afastados da vida 
pfiblica, dog seus respectivos paises. Nem sem- 
pre os “casos” serio idénticos, Porem, nfo se pode 
negar que, por toda parte, o que eles desejam 6 


row agldticos invadidos pelos kaponeses mostrou- 
se praticamente indiferente & sorte da luta arma- 
da que, sob es seus olhos, se travou iniclalmente. 
Tambem a esse povog continua sendo necessario 
mostrar como tio bem observou uma autortda- 


rin das Nacées Unidas pode signifiear para eles 
independencia. ae 





jer 


6 comum propésito de se organizarem livremen- | 


@ mesma colea: a independencia dos seus po-- 
vos. Hoje, 6 sabldo que a populigho dos tertite- 


de do porte do ar. Wendell Wilkie, que 56 a vito- | 


Be 


PRIA a ny pm 


intervenglo que provocou gra- 
ves inoWentes, Depoig de ou- | 5, thy pe 
| tras cousideraghes, cometue o | (AT A 
“Sunday Times”: ght il 
“Nao a6 pode conceber que may (3 efeje Rio 
|& ameaga de sérias desordens | “ 7 my noe 
‘ politicag forse considerada 4. 


Grl-Bretenba fen cartes oxi NOV 24.194... 


cr) ‘gencias a9 Comité Francés de fen eu. 
Libertagdo Nacional. E essas 


\ VV /exigencias tinham de ser sa- 
No i 
\ 











fr, | Uisfeitas. 
: ; | De fato. delas dependiam a 
ae ™y presecvacio da tranquilidade | 
yo no Oriente Médio, ameacada 
r ~" /pela, situacio do Libano, e a 
propria amizade franco-brita- 
\ nica. 
Om fracass0 na s0lucdo do 
caso do Libano somente serta 
bem recebido pela Alemanha. * 
E certamente Goebbels trata- 
ria de tirar dela o maximo pro- } 
velto”, 
De fato, fol desastroso, sob 
' todos os aspectos o golpe fran- 
cés contra o Libano, Mostrau | 
que o Comité -presidido por | | 
De Gaulle adota uma politicn 


3 
s 


%H % anti-democratica, a qual nfo 
% #® coaduna com a orientacio : 
O Caso do 0s povos que lutam contra o {} 
* regims nazi-fascista. Persistir | 
Libano nO erro ser& realmente con- 


PESAR da atu&clo se- ocorrer para que seja fornecido | 
dativa do general Ca- um excelente tema & propa-. 
trovx. o caso do Libano ganda alemf. s 
continna a causar 6 ‘ 

impress4o, em virtude da de-; eg 

| Sastroda maneira pela qual o 

Comité de Argel conduztu a 

quesrao, em sua fase inicial. 

Ooms € notorio, o genera) De { 

Gaulle 6 um homem_ mutto! 

cioso da funcho, por assim di- 

wer divina, de que se acha in- 

vestido. E’ por {sso que alguns 

de seus partidarios o compa- | 


ram 4 propria Joana d’Are. 
Comentando esse ¢ outros asc 


pectos da questo, o “Sunday 
Times”, de Londres, acaba de 
acentuar qué, pare um examé 
| Objetivo do caso do Libano, 
deve-se ter em vista, primor- 
dialmente, que o Comité Fran- | 
cés de Libertacho Nacional! nfo | 
admite interferencia em sua 
Orientacho politica, mesmo que j 
haja incorrido em erro, Salien- 
ta ainda aquele orgiio que o 
governo britanico tem como 
norma nédo interferir na ad- 
ministragio francesa, Mas, a 
verdade 6 que os dirigentes de 
Argel praticaram ume agho 
brecipitada, fasendo. wma in- 
terveugio militar mo Lébano, | 
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OS ENSINA 
da questao do Libano 


A crise do Libano in- 
quietou por largos dias a 
opiniao universal, ja incli- 
nada ai vislumbrar, nos 
acontecimentos que culmi- 
naram em detencoes e atcs 
de violencia contra o Par- 
lamento e as ausoridades 
daquela terra, um recurso 
da Intriga nazista, jA pro- 
pensa a considerar tac la- 
mentaveis ocorrencias co- 
mo um residue das compli- 
cagoes politicas em que 





AM Re er yc taal 


tantas vezes se empenham 
os homens de Franga. A 
inquietagao, senao angus- 
tia dos que se congregam 
em torno da causa da vito- 
ria, era de todo justifica- 
vel, por muito dificil que 
se afigurasse e ainda se 
afigure um juizo certo ¢ 
sereno sobre a situagao li- 
benesa, trabaihada de tan- 
tas correntes contraditorias 
de influencias religiosas ¢ 
roliticas, que serlam sen~ 


seme 


_ Os ensinamentos da 


{ 
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siveis nao 86 ali como em 
tedo o chamado Oriente 
Préximo. Mas como agora 
as Gitimas informacoes de- 
sanuviam de todo os hori- 
zontes, e o equilibrio e re- 
flexao estao pautando os 
atos de todos que exercem 
direitos, autoridade ou in- 
fluencia naquele pais sob 
mandado ‘J& sé pod’ tentar 
extrair daquela crige o en- 
sinamento que mais impor- 





questio do Libano 


CONCLUEA 
DA1.* PAGIN 
ta ao espirito das Gitimas 
conferencias 6 com maior 
eloquencia promana = da 
Carta do Atlantloo. A so- 
lugho de agora, sendo de 
restituicéo das liberdades 
que entraram em crise @ s¢ 
eclipearam por precipitagao 
das autoridades, velo de~ 
monstrar, aos que mals tc- 
miam a formagao de equi- 
vocos entre as Nagoes Uni- 
dae A sombra dos aconteci- 
mentos libaneses, como esta 
longe de ser Incompativel 
com umas tan garantiae 
o sentiments da unidade 
sagrada’ que 68 périgos co- 
mune da guerra inapiram 
e of |b toe das naciona- 
lidades ¥@ am. A Ilcdo 
IIbanesa 6 deveras proveil- 
tosa para toda a Europa. 
quer se trate dose paisce 
ocupados, quer dos outros 
por isso que nessa licéo se 
aprende como a condigao 
essencial da unléo santa 4 
que as Intrigas se dieeol- 
vam e as garantiag perdu~ 
rem até og limites em que 
nao possam comprometer 
as causas da guerra e d@ 
paz. Se nao fosse assim, a 
Inglaterra, pelo seu Parla~ 
mento, n&o se acharia as 
vésperas de um grande de~ 
bate sobre a seguranca d> 
Imperio, suscitado & mar~ 
gem da soltura do chefe 
dos camisas azues, ou do 
fascismo britanico. Se na? 
fosse assim, ao Libano nao 
se teria agora restituido o 
seu proprio governo, liber- 
tando-se as autoridades de- 
tidas. Demals, no caso “'er~ 
tente, 6 preciso meditar co- 
mo seria desaconselhavel 
qualquer politica da Fran- 
ca, da Inglaterra ou dos 
Estados Unidos, que ace!- 
tasse a colaboracdo efetiva 
dos libaneses que de armas 
na mao. sacrificavam ei 
mals de uma frente a pro- 
pria vida, em nome da li- 
bertagao prometida de sus 
terra, e os fizesse, frontel~ 
ras a dentro, estar sujeitos 
aos equivocos das prises. 
contrarias a Iiberdade @ 
cujos acenos aquele povo, 
na exaltagéo de sua pro- 


. temido, e 


“@ maior ensinamento o- 
- pal que est4 relusinde no 


euro de erlee do Libano. . 


pria naclonalidade, nao tem 
gloriosament?>, . 
derramar seu sangue. Este, 


> funde. the complexe e obs~ | 
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To the Officer in Gharge of the American Mission, 
Santiago. 


The Secretary of State encloses the originals 
sdireveed. translations of three cablegrazs of — date 
seed te the President b members of a 
se communities, and by Mr. Nustafa Duk 
‘ oecickeee of the Sesiety Mussulman Union of Santiago, 
b Chile, le eseee eee tates ae ee ir 
no object is perceived, the Officer in (Charge is re- 
y quested to reply along the following lines: 


Qn November 29, 1941 the Department, in a venee® 
fh, té the press, weleomed the of 


of Lebanon oS toward the realisation of 


sovereign . the recent events in 
Lebanon, s | | made ite ien known 
to the Prench Committee t Algiers 
in accordance with its established ° was made 
clear that this . hoped ~ oa the 


Enclosures: 


1. Gablegranm fron Lebanese 
Gommunity in Ghile. 


*- Sees Goumunity in Gaile. 


J 
onus. from Mustafa Duk, Vette 
DEC 1 1943 President boststy Kuseulman ee 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE | November Qkoarhitte? ot 
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RESEARCH ANU PUBLICAT Wd eroaay referred to 


tne officials of the Department. 


of State for translation. 
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[TRANSLATION] 


JB21 SONLTS5 SANTIAGO CH 53 12 VIA ALL AMERICA sis ae 
‘PARTMENT OF TATE 





NLT FRANKLIN ROOSEVELT 
| NOV L 71943 
PRESIDENT PVC EM yf 
, AS rhea Ar reAias 
WASHINGTON, D. C2. 00 aT Ih 
SOCIETY (MMP MUSSULMAN UNION EXPRESSES TO YOUR 
EXCELLENCY ITS INDIGNATION ON ACCOUNT OF ATTACK 
\ ‘OF THE FRENCH AGAINST SOVEREIGNTY OF SYRIANS 
‘ AND LEBANESE PROCLAIMED BY THE SAME FRENCH BY 
an AGREEMENT WITH GREAT BRITAIN AND HER ALLIES AND 
GUARANTEEING THE ATLANTIC CHARTER AND RECENT 
MOSCOW CONFERENCE. 
MUSTAFA DUK PRESIDENT. 
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(TRANSLATION) 


JB40 SONLT29= Santiago Chile 43/11 Via All America Cables 


NLT President Franklin Roosevelt, 
Washington, D. C. 


Lebanese residents Chile protest strongly violent 
acts against legitimte Government and people of 
Lebanon. Events occurred are in open opposition 
democratic principles contained Atlantic Charter 
for whioh said Government and people are fighting 
at side United Natione. 


Lebanese Community. 
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JB6 SONLT2O SANTIAGO CH 48 VIA ALL AMERICA CABLES 13 
NL? PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT 
BAU 6 avi 
WAsiizNaTON, D. 0. 
‘tT { 
7 


f SYRIA SOOLONY OF CHILE RAISES TO YOUR EXCELLENCY 
woe ENERGETIC PROTEST AGAINST INDESCRIBABLE 
OUTRAGE SIGNIFIED [BY] ARBITRARY AND UNJUST MEASURES 


FTA pA, Ws 






Mm, 


\ TAKEN BY THE FRENCH REPRESENTATIVE IN SYRIA AND 
8 LEBANON [IN] IGNORING THE SOLEMN PROMISES oF 
y INDEPENDENCE [WHICH WERE] GUARANTEED BY THE NORTH 
an AMERICAN GOVERNMENT. 
8 COMMUNITY 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 
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NOV 20 1943 : 
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Respe to- 


. the officials of the Departamt 


of State. 
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7B4 GLMLT 6 GUAYAQUTL. 151 VIA ALL AMERICA CABLES: 17 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
WASHINGTON, D. ¢. 

SINCE TRE WORLD HAS ABSOLUTE CONFIDENCE IN YOUR 
WORDS AND [SINCE] THROUGH THEM WE KNOW TRE BOBILITY OF 
YOUR IDEALS WE COME.BEFORE THE READ OF THE GREAT AMERICAN 
DENOGRACY TO BEO RESPECTFULLY THAT JUSTICE MAY BE DONE 
TO THE LEBANESE PEOPLE THROUGH THE INTERVENTION OF YOUR 
POWERFUL INFLUENCE: IN ORDER THAT TRE NEW STATE MAY BE 
RESPROTED IN THE COMMUNTTY OF FREE NATIONS AND MAY GON. 
PISUE TO STRUGGLE WITHOUT FEAR FOR ALLEED TRIUMPH. THE 
SYRIAN.LEBANESE COLONIES DOMICILED IN BOUADOR IN THE 
NAME OF WHEOH I ADDRESS TO YOU THIS COMMUNICATION ARE 
INTIMAPELY ATTACHED TO THE DEMOCRATIC LIFE OF AMERICA 
AND DESIRE FOR THEIR DISTANT FATHERLAND THIS SAME 
POLITICAL AND SOCIAL ORGANIZATION SOLE BASIS OF FUTURE 
WORLD PEAGE WHION I8 COSTING 60 KUCH BLOOD. 


‘: ee tT ‘ ton A T er ‘ 
og bea 
JOROE AKEL , wo 
PRESIDENT, GUAIANLeDaNESE asspmixy = 
‘ Ae 


THE WHITE HOUSE 


WASHINGTON 
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Respectfully rererred to the 


Departiient of State for attention. 


Me H. MeLTTYRE 
Secretary to the President 
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{ TRANSLATION } 


The White House _ 
Nov 19 9 10 AM'43 


a ai CARTAGENA COLOMBIA VIA ALL AMERICA CABLES 


NLT HIS EXCELLENCY 
PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 


IN THIS HOUR OF TRIAL FOR OUR PEOPLES, AND SINCE 
YOUR EXCELLENCY IS A POWERFUL CHAMPION OF THE 
DEMOCRACIES , WE BEG YOU TO INTERPOSE YOUR GOOD OFFICES 
IN ORDER THAT AN END MAY BE PUT TO THE PAINFUL EVENTS 
WHICH ARE OCCURRING THERE AND WHICH ARE HARMING ALL 
OF US WHO ARE WORKING TO REESTABLISH THAT WORLD LIBERTY 
WHICH THE HORDES = CALL THEMSELVES SUPERIOR ARE SEEK- 
ING TO TAKE AWAY. | 

WE GREET YOU RESPECTFBLLY AND CORDIALLY. 


f 
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Lenfittse COLONY. 


CROSS-REFERENCE FILE 


NOTE 


SUBJECT Independence of Lebanon. 


890e.01 


Informs of remarks of Churchill at press conference yesterday 


concerning -. 


ai 
For the original paper from which reference is taken 


See ee ae RL 


Deapatoh, telegram, instruction, letier, to) 22228 3 mo 


Dated _Dec.12,193 Ff at _Reypt (Kirk) 


File No. 740.002) Buropeen War 1929/22320 
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To the 
American Consular Officer in Gharge, 
Guayaquil, Ecuader. 


The Gecretary of State encloses the original and 
translation of a Gated November 16, 1943 
eee te the by Mr. Pg Akel, President 

he Syrian-Lebanese Assembly of area. Ecuador 
rgeveecrn the recent crisis in Lebanon. If no objection 
is perceived, the Gonsuler Officer in charge is requested 
to reply along the following lines: 


On November 29, oe ee eee ees in a statement 
to the presse, welcomed the proclamations” ef independence 


& 


For the further information of the Consular Officer 
in charge there is enclosed herewith a copy of a press 
release issued by the Department on November 26, 1943. 


Endlosures: 
1. Cabl ef Noven- 


L22/ 10° 3068 


id 


c/ 


a 
a 
m1 





To the 
American Consular Officer in charge, 
Cartagena, Colombia. 


The Secretary of State encloses the original and 
translation of a cablegram dated November 16, 1943 from 
the Lebanese Colony of Cartagena, Colombia, regarding 
the recent crisis in Lebanon. If no objection is per- 
¥ the Consular Officer in charge is requested to 
reply along the following lines: 


On November 29, 1941 the Department, in a statement 
to the press, welcomed the proclamations of independence 


of Lebanon and as a step toward the ation of 
the natural and legitimate tions of the 
and Syrian pecples, with w the American pent and 


ople have always sympathized, for full enj t of 
ve independence. Folioting she, recent + te in 

this ly. aon ae position known 

to the Committee of Na tion jn Algiers 
ttn policy. It was made 


For the further information of the Consular Officer 
in there is enclosed herewith a press release 
issued the Department on November 26, 1943. 


Enclosures: 


ym cabhegepe. of.- November 
16 oe Lebanese 
Goleng ot with teomshe- 


tion. 


2. Prese release of 
November 26, 1943. 
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Confidential Guayaquil, Ecuador, Decédibe 3 oy 
Sintugtr: Telegram from Lebanese Colony: in.Guaya + ew 
11008 to Seeretary of State | ones Ni St , 
A “ " a Shanon OF STATE 
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MR. MURRAY 


JAN 2 41944 


LO ARTMENT OF sis va WASHINGTON. ae 


SIR; 


I have the honor to refer to my despatch no. 510 of November 
18, 1943 (file 843) concerning the action of the Si “tues 
colony in Eeuador in sending telegrams to the President of the 
United States, the American Secretary of State and to certain 
other Chiefs of State gequesting that the good offices of the 
high officials concerned be employed in securing justice for the 
Lebanese people. The Department, in its instruction of November 
25 (file 890 B.01/213), authorized me to reply to the Lebanese 
Society, Guayaquil, on behalf of the Department. Acknowledge- 
ment was accordingly made on November 30, the text of re fur- 
nished by the Department in its instruction being care. ad- 
hered to in Spanish version. 


* 


DIVISION OF 


A number of days ago representatives of the Lebanese So- 
eclety called on me in order to express their appreciation for 

the efficacious assistance given Lebanon in its late controversy 
with the French authorities. They remarked that, as always, the 
United States had proved the friend of a weak nation. In conelu- 
sion they inquired whether permission might be afforded them to 
publish the letter containing the Secretary's reply. While I 

was not in a position to authorize publication I did not discour- 
age such action since it obvious that it would reflect most 
creditably upon American policy to have brought to common 


knowledge the Department's prompt response and its aaa 
interest in the affairs of small peoples. 














As was subsequently learned from one phase of a report pre- 
pared by the Legal Attaché in relation to the Communist movement 

in Guayaquil, the tacit consent to the publication of the corres- 
pondence was fortuitous. It would appear definitely established, 
if the Legal Attaché's contact is as reliable as thought, that 
certain Communist elements in the labor organizations of this coun- 
try are, while outwardly professing sympathy with the United Na- 
tions as a whole, deliberately attempting to muddy the waters for 
the United States and Great Britain. Among the leaders at the 
helm of this alleged effort to embarrass the Anglo-Saxon nations 
are Pedro A. Sead, Secretary General of the Comité Nacional de 

del Ecuador, and Victor Briones, Secretary Gen- 
of the Unién Sindical de Trabajadores del Guayas. These men 
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such tactics is » of course, the sg ea eee of "minority" peo- 
ples. It was th Letaige: Kuriidied a farisle. ports that the crisis in the 


for destructive da. 
contaet of Lebanon: Turnidied 5 fartbie ens that one Kalil Sead, the 
father of Pedro Saad, is a prominent Syrian resident, and that through 
the son the Lebanese Society was influenced to send the telegrams ear- 
lier alluded to. In a personal conversation Pedro Saad is reputed to 
have pointed out that the Lebanese problem will become a practical 
example of whether or not the Atlantic Charter will be put into prac- 
tice, He said that if the se now fail to obtain their inde- 
pendence in accordance with the right of self—-determination, as in- 
Giéated in the Charter, it will be the best proof that the a ker is 
we aleite a right. and justice cannot be expected from im- 
powers, but that the world must place its hopes 
arg ‘and justice “dn the Seviet Union. 


Apparently Saad was echagrined at the expeditious adjustment of 
the political situation in the Lebanon brought about by the United 
States and Great Britain. He therefore did his best to bleck the 
Publication of the Department *s acknowledgement of the Lebanese So- 

) dlety's telegram. When at length publication was made in the Guaya- 
ot pee press of December 12, a further slight reverse was suf. by 
‘Monts efferts to sew discord and build up his own strength 

since in are the Coneul General's letter conveying the reply of 


8 
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The Lebanese has received a sententicous: re- 
ply from the United States Department of State to its 
cable concerning the recent events in Lebanon, which re- 
ply we quote heretinder. Once again, true to its dembcrat~ 
ie tradition, the “Gevernment and the people of the United 
States have defended the liberty of a small country, whieh 
not merely because it is smell is any less deserving of 
the at and independence to which all men end nations 
have ri 


We are certain that this action of the United States 
Government , inapired by the ideals for which the demoeratic 
nations are figiting, will seveé'to provide a nin ro 
the problems of the 


The Lebanese Seeiety in making this publication takes 
the opportunity, wiile at the same time expressing ite ap- 
preciation of the action, to ratify its coh of to ae - 
ly collaberate to the maximus in the triumph of’ 
and the decisive defeat of tetalitariania. " 


ese people. 


Respectfully yours, 


HLW: jr —_ Weg 6e uke 


843/711 American Consul General 


Original to Department 
Copy to Amembasay Quito 
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JB17 RIDER AVARE SAO PAULO BRAZIL VIA i AMERICA digs 
47 GOVT. LINES 


{ eatery 
{ NE p ART ME a 
HIS EXCELLENCY ary 


OF STATE 
. FRANKLIN ROOSEVENT, , 
PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF NORTH aera, DEC 36 1949 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 5108 oy 
NEAR FAS ASE AFA 


LEBANESE SYRIAN COLONY OF AVARE, BRAZIL, APPEALS TO 
THE AUTHORITY OF YOUR EXCELLENCY TO THE END OF 
DIMINISHING SUFFERING [OF] LEBANESE PEOPLE AND 
SETTING AT LIBERTY THEIR PRESIDENT [IN] ACCORD 
POSTULATES ATLANTIC CHARTER GREAT HOPE [OF] SMALL 
NATIONS. 


RESPECTFULLY 


i DePAiIiabe a 
(FOR THE 7] COMMITTEE ects Pa | 


6m 
NASSIB HAMZE ELIAS PEDRO 


NUY 231943 7s) 
{ Sy ‘ 
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Respectfully 


State Department 


M. H. Mc INT YRE 
Secretary to the President 
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To the 
American Consular Offieér in charge, 
Sao Paulo, Brazil. 


The Secretary of State encloses the original and 
translation of a cabl dated November 18, 1943 
addressed to the President by Mr. Nassib Hamze Elias 
Pedro on behalf of the members of the Lebanese-Syrian 
col of Avare, Sao Paulo, Brazil, regarding the 

erisis in Lebanon, If no objection is perceived, 
the Consular Officer in charge is requested to reply 
along the following lines: 


On November 29, 1941 the Department, in a statement 
to the press, welcomed the proclamations of independence 
of Lebanon and Syria as ea step toward the realisation 
— the natural and legitimate aspirations of the Lebanese 

apd Syrian peoples,with which the American Government 
and people have al sympathized, for the full enjoy- 
ment of sovereign , « Follo the recent 
events in Lebanon, this Government made its 
position known to the French Committee of National Libera- 
tion in Algiers in accordance with its established en ene 
It was made clear that this Government hoped that 
French and Lebanese could reach some t, ohiak would 


allow the Lebanese people full » bearing always 
in mind the military exigencies of the situation. 


Por the further information of the Consular Officer 
in o there is enclosed herewith a press release 
issued the Department on November 26, 1943. 


Use d/lu* JOG8 


Enclosures: 


18, 1 from Mr. Nassib 


; l. Cable of Movember 
dh Hamze Hites Pedro, and 


/ sd 


’’ 9, Press release of November 
26, 1943. 
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M. H. McINTYRE 
Secretary to the President 
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19435 NOV 18 AN 12 04 


7876 BBNLTORE BOGOTA COL 95/94 17 VAAG. 
ML? HIS EXCELLENCY 

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT 

PRESIDENT, UNITED STATES, 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 


THROUGH YOUR EXCELLENCY'S EXALTED MEDIATION wE BES 
THE FIRST DEMOCRATIC GOVERNMENT OF THE WORLD, TO 
INPERVENE DIRECTLY TO REESTABLISH OUR LEGALLY Con- 
STITUTED AUTHORITIES DEFENDING OURSELVES AGAINST? 
THE PRETENTIONS WHICH ARE IN CONFLICT WITH THE 
SPIRIT OF THE ATLANTIC CHARTER. THE UNITED STATss 
OF AMERICA CRADLE OF DEMOCRACY 18 CALLED UPON To 
CONTRIBUTE BY ITS AUTHORITY TO THE RESTORATION OF 
WOUNDED JUSTICE. WE THE LEBANESE THROUGHOUT THE 
WORLD HAVE SINCE THE BEGINNING OF THE STRUGGLE 
SECONDED THE DEMOCRACIES MORALLY AND KATERIALLY 
AGAINST TORAMETARIAN TYRANNY. WE-HOPE THIS PLEA 
WILL MEST & PAVORABLE RESPONSE O8 YOUR EXCELLENCY' Ss 
PART. 

LEBANESE COLONY 
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Ze the 
Officer in Charge of the American Mission, 
Bogota. 


heakceuiss of State encloses the original and 
ticna_ of a cabl dated November 18, 1943 
he President by members of the Lebanese 
of oe Ss Golombia, regarding the recent crisis 
If no cbjection is perceived, the Cfficer 


in a is requested to reply along the following lines: 2 
On November 29, 1941 the Department, in a statement O 
te the press, weleomed the proclamations of independence m 
of Lebanon and ia as a toward the realization of 
the naturel and timate tions of the Lebanese O 
ee oe as wosigetcese the Américan ee: 
and » for the t 
sed pronte Reve eons the sensat events nh 
i. ‘Lebanon, Soe. ly made its position Ol 
known to t hunk foe roe of ror Bett ticn in 
Algiers in accordance with its estab ae a: It 
was made clear that this Governuent 
and Lebanese could os Pg ee gr some agreesent, satan would allow 
the Lebanese e full always in 


independence, bear 
the mili exigencies of the situation. 


Yor the further information of the Officer in Charge 
there is enclosed herewith a ow ee of a ase release issued 
by the Departaent on November 


E 


Gablegren of November is, 
” 1943 Lebanese Golony 
in Bogota with translation. 


2. Press Release of 
November 26, 1943. 
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Campina Grande, Nov. 19, 1943. 
The President: 


Representing unamimous thought Lebanese colony 
North Brazil I present Your Excellency's Government 
vehement protest inhuman French aggression our fellow- 
countrymen, Now as always indevendent spirits Lebanon 


trust justice great democratic leader Antery ening. in 


Sad bug iy 


vert bea? 


nents WO 1 ae, 


/ 
Sheik Youssef Habib El Khoury. 


pehalf legitimate rights people. why Sed 
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Placer ber 20, 194% 


of State ensleses riginal 
translation of a vember 19, 1943 
addressed to the Pre by Youssef Habib El 
Khoury of Gampina . . r r 


As 
i 
pe 
A 
h 
é* 
f 


REE 


Ht 
i 
i 


: 
i 
E Fh 
“tet 
: 8 
baiel 
i 
ae 
ight 


information of the Officer in Charge 
herewith a copy of a press release issued 
on Nevember 26, 1943. 


el 
i 


nelesures: 


l. From sheik sef Habib El Khoury, 
Novenber 19, 3. 


+ Press release of 
November 96, 1943. 
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WASHINGTON ; Ps 


Decenber 3, 1943 f/\f 
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Respectfully referred to the Fi 





Department of State. 


X Attention: Mr. Summerlin. 
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BARRANQUILLA Nov. 16, 1943 | (a. 
Pigs Was 
THE PRESIDENT: 7 : 
oe medica oO 


’ pt ap thes a 
LEBANON AND SYRIAN RESIDENTS IN COLOYBIA RESPECTFULLY REQUEST” 
EXCELLENCIES INTERVENTION REST@RE THEIR HIGH POSITIONS THE diiaiieea<') 


MINISTERS AND DEPUTIES OF LEBANON REPUBLIC SHOWING TO THE CIVIL 2E5 


WORLD THAT THE ATLANTIC CHARTER IS AN HISTORIC DOCUMENT 4 
NICHOLAS SAADE. 
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Tanuary 3, 1944 


To the 
American Gonsular Officer in charge, 
Barranquilla, Colombia. 
The Seeretary of State ensloses a copy of a cablegram 


from My. Nicholas Saade of Barranquilla, Colombia, dated 
November 16, 1945 addressed to the President regarding the 


resent crisis in tage ene If no objection is perceived, the 


Consular Officer in charge is wested to reply al the 
follewing lines: v7 — 


On November 29, 1941 the Department, in a statement 


to the press, welcomed the amations of independence 
yee ar Aneel tbe J lh Tg toward the realization of 
natural and legitinate o, suphee hone of the Lebanese 
Syrian peoples, with whi American Government and 
ee have always sympathized, for the full enjoyment of 
» Pellewing the recent events in 
Lebanon this t tly made its position known 
to the French onal Liberation in Algiers 


Committee of 
in accordance with its e ished policy. It was made 
Glear that this Government hoped that the French and 


or the further information of the Consular Officer 
dame is enelosed herewith a press release issued by the 
Department on November 26, 1943. 


Enel osures:! 


1. 1545 fren of November 16, 
me Mr. Nicholas 
» Barranquilla, Golembia. 


2. Press Release Ne. 497, 


fa November 26, 1943. NA 
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ee (TRANSLATION ) 
THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGLON 


WB11 CABLE 
MANAOSAN VIA WU CABLES 383/381 NOV 19 
NLT HIS EXCELLENCY PRESIDENT FRANKLIN ROOSEVELT, 





WHIVE HOUSE, WASHINGYON, D,C, 


Deeply grateful, we express our thanks for the Your 


Excellency's valuable support for the cause of our Lebanon 


and request that Your Excellency be good enough to take 


cognizance of the terme of the protest which we saddressed 


to General de Gaulle: 
"His Excellency General de Gaulle, Algiers. It is 
not understood, General, in view of the fact that Your 
: Excellency is the first Frenchman to have repudiated the 
a Government of Vichy and its Armistice and to have 
\ 


continued the struggle for the liberation of your country 


aur” and for the re-establishment of its greatness, that you 
should one day act or should consent that action should 


be taken hastily or deliberately with Nazi methods 







to the greater horror of the contemporary world and 


astonishment of posterity, that Senegalese troops invade 


of Lebanon 


against our Lebanon and its authorities, permitting also, 


with abominable violence the residences of our President s 


bv6 


we2e/ 10° 3068M4 
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of Lebanon which, fulfilling its sacred duty to its 
country, claims for it the right to be independent, 
thereby forgetting the sorrows which Your Excellency has 
experienced for more than three years as the result of 
the identical procedure practiced in your great country 
by the cruel invader, and forgetting also that the 
Lebanese in Lebanon and in the generous lands of the 
Americas were always the most loyal and ardent friends 
of France their friendship having manifested itself 
conspicuously during the days of the Versailles Peace 
Conference when Lebanon through its Reverend Patriarch 
Elias Hoayeck prepared and delivered the result of the 
plebiscite of the Lebanese peonle which was one hundred 
per cent favorable to France. Lebanon was not a desert 
conquered by French arms. It was the heart of the 
Lebanese which brought France to the ante-diluvian 
cedars of Lebanon. Lebanon wishes and has every right to 
ites independence. We protest, General, most vehemently 
against such acts and insist on the immediate restoration 
of our President and of his Ministere and Deputies inasmuch 
as it is for them to deliberate on all matters which they 
see fit to deliberate on and decide for the happiness of 
Lebanon and its people." 

Confident that you, Mr. President, will continue to 


give the said support until a solution which is favorable 


to the 


te 


to the just cause of our country has been reached, we 
pray God for Your Excellency's personal heppinesse and 


that of the great and generous nation of America. 


Manaos, November 19, 1943. 

Philippe Daou, Jorge Aucar, Jorge Skeff, Salim Ossami, 
cm iennnmsaes niet erie 

Abdalla Kalil. 
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(TRANSLATION ) 
TEE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 


WBll CABLE 
MANAOGAN VIA WU CABLES 363/381 NOV 19/1943 
NLT HIS EXCELLENCY PRESIDENT FRANKLIN ROOSEVELT, 
WHITE HOUSE, WASHINGTON, D.C, 


Deeply grateful, we express our thanks for the Your 
Exeelleney's valuable support for the ceuse of our Lebanon 
and request that Your Excellency be good enough to take 
cognizance of the terme of the protest which we saddressed 
to General de Gaulle: 

“Hie Bxeellency General de Geulle, Algiers. It is 
not understood, General, in view of the fact thet Your 
Exeellency ie the firet Frenchman to have repudiated the 
Gavernment of Viehy and ite Armistice end to have 
continued the struggle for the liberation of your country 
and for the re-establishment of ite greatness, that you 
should one day act or showld consent that action showld 
be taken hastily or deliberately with Mazi methods 
egeinet our Lebanon and ite authorities, permitting aleo, 
to the greater herror of the contesporary world and 
actonishnent of posterity, that Senegalese troops invade 
with abominable vielense the residences ef our President 
and of hie Ministers and Deputies and also that the said 
Senegalese should use their bayonete on the student youth 


of Lebanen 


aPo 


of Lebanon whieh, fulfilling ite sacred duty to ite 
country, claims for it the right to be independent, 
thereby forgetting the sorrows which Your Excellency has 
experienced for sore than three years ae the result of 
the identies) proceedure practiced in your great country 
by the eruel invader, and forgetting also that the 
Lobanese in Lebanon and in the generous lands of the 
Anericas were always the gost loyel end ardent friends 
of Franee their friendship having manifested iteelf 
conspicuously during the daye of the Versailles Peace 
Conference when Lebanon through ite Reverend Patriareh 
Klieae Hoayeek prepared and delivered the result of the 
plebiscite of the Lebanese people which was one hundred 
pyr cent favorable to France. Lebanon wae not a desert 
conquered by French arus. It was the heart of the 
Lebanese which brought Pranee to the ante-diluvian 
cedars of Lebanon. Lebanon wishes and has every right to 
ite indepengdenee. Ye protest, General, most vehemently 
ageinet such acts end insist on the immediate restoration 
of our President and of his Ministers and Deputies inasaueh 
a0 1t te for them to deliberate on al) matters which they 
see Tit te deliberate on and decide for the happiness of 
Levenon and ite people. * 

Confident that you, Mr. President, will continue to 
give the seid support until a solution whieh is favorable 


to the 


ade 


to the just cause of our country has been reached, we 
pray God for Your Exeelleney's personal happiness and 
that of the great and generous nation of America. 


Maaace, Noveaber 19, 1943. 
Philipps Daeu, Jorge Aucar, Jorge Seeft, Salim Ossami, 
Ab@alla Kalil. 
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NLT EYMO SENHOP PRESIDENTE FRANKLIN Gbesh’. ict 


PRODUNDAMENTE RECONHECTDOS ACPADECEMOS VAL POA APOLS TVA EVA 
A CAUSA DO NOSSO LIBANO E ROGAMOSDIGNE SF vA EVA TOCA 
CONHECIMENTO DO TERMO DO PROTEETO OUF FYPETEMAS AO GENERAL OF 


CAULE EYMO SNR GENERAL DE GAULLE ARGEL NAG SE COMPREENDS SEMHOR 


DIVISION OF « °s “ 


THE AMERICAN REPUBLICS 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


E617 C AON 


GENERAL GUE SENDO VOSSA EXCIA 0 PRIMERTO FRAMCE? SUE REPUDTOU 


en 
an amit 3A, 
0 GOVERNO DE VICHY E SEU ARMISTICIO PROSTGUINDG NA LUTA PEGA 1 ey 
LIBERTACAG DE SUA PATRIA & PELO RESTAUELFCIMENTO OF SUA : ~ 
GRAMDEZA QUE VOSGA EXCITA UM NIA AGESSE OU CONSENTIASE Cue 
‘ We 


$02 


a 
\ 


AGISSEM PRICIPITADA OU DELIBERADAMENTE COM METHONOS MA7ZISTAS 
CONTRA O NOSSO LIBANO E SUAS AUTORIDADES CONSENTINDO RINDA PARA 
MAIOR HORROR DOS CONTEMPORANEOS E ASSORMRRO DA POSTERIDADE CUE 
TROPAS SENEGALEZES INVADISSEM COM ABOMINAVEL WISLENCIA AS 
RESIDENCIAS DO NOSSO PRESIDENTE £ DE SEUS MINISTROS & DEPUTADOS 

E QUE AINDA ESSES MESMOS SENEGALE7ES DESCARREGASSEM SUAS BA LONETAS 


CONTRA AJUVENTUDE ESTUDANTIL LIBANEZA QUE NO CUMPRINENTO 00 


“ SAGRADO DEVER PERANTE SUA PATRIA REIVINDICA O DIREITO A SUA 


INDEPENDENCIA,OLVIDANDO ASSIM AS AMARGURAS QUE YOSSA EYCIA 
VEM SOFRENDO HA MAIS DE TREIS ANNOGS COM Q PROCEDER INENTICO 
PRATICADO NA SUA GRANDE PATRIA PELO CRUEL INYASOR £ Er OUECENTO 


TAMBEM QUE OS LIBANE7ES NO LIRANO E NOS SOLOS GEMEROSCS NA 


*, 


\ 
Ww J 
t 






senaergemi'nch-ctnnemphm tember tne et me san wa tr mt 


i 
j 


AMERICAS SEMPRE FORAM OS MAIS LEAs E— CALORO AMIGOS DA FRANCA 
JA HAVENDO ESSA AMI ZADE BR ILHADO NOS DIAS DA CONFERENCIA DE 
VERSSAILE QUANDO 0 LIBANO PELO| SEU VENERANDO PATRIARCHA DON 
ELIAS HOAYECK PREPAROU E ENTREGOU 0 RESULADO DO PLEBISCITO 
POPULAR LIBANEZ COM QUASE 100-0/0 FACORAVEL A FRANCA 0 LIBANO 
NAO FO! UM DESERTO CONQUISTADO PELAS ARMAS DA FRANCA FOI 0 

— CORACAO DOS LIBANEZES QUE Levou A FRANCA AOS ANTEDILUVANOS 
CEDORS DO LIBANO 0 LIBANO QUER E TEM TODOS OS DIREITOS A SUA 
INDEPENDENCIA NOS PROTESTAMOS SENHOR GENERAL COM A MAIOR 
VEHEMENICA CONTRA TAES ACTOS E INSISTIMOS NA IMMEDIATA 
'REPOSICAQ DO NOSSO PRESIDENTE € SEUS MINISTROS E DEPUTADOS 
QUE A ELLES CABE DELIVERAR SOBRE TUDO 0 QUE HAJAM POR BEM A 


DELIBERAR E DECATAR PARA A FELICKDADE DO LIBANO E SEU POVO. 
CERTOS DE QUE VA EXA SNR PRESIDENTE CONTINUARA ESSE APOIO 
ATE A SOLUCAO FAVORAVEL A CAUSA JUSTA DO NOSSO PAIZ ROGAMOS 
A DEUS PELA FELICIDADE PESSOAL DE VA EXA E DA GRANDE E 
GENEROZA NACAO NORTE AMERICANA MANAOS 19 DE NOVEMBRO 1943 
PHILIPPE DAOU JORGE AUCAR JORGE SKEFF SALIM OSSAMI 


ABDALLA KALIL. 
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Department of State for transla- 
tion. 
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Department of State, 


Washington, De. Ceo 
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To the 
American Consular Officer in charge, 
Mandos, Brazil. 
The Secretary of State encloses a 16.8 and trans~ 
lation a cablegram dated November 943 addressed 


to the President by Messrs, ‘— Siu, —— Aucar, 
Jorge Skeff, Salim oe oat la Kalil of Mandos, 










Dae an tapie eee in “Lebanon. If no 9 
° on ved Bo"ns the Consular cer charge 
is requested pet day the following lines: m 
On No r as aL the Department, in a statement ° 
te the eanans welcomed the proclamations of independence bo 
of Leban: @ as & step toward the realization of ~ 
the natural time irations of the Lebanese N) 
and § ati: pac’ ow Guise. fas sun 2000 antes ” Ol 
na people hi a. 3 sympath or en n 
SP ecceclun ecient peiivednn Ue séaent Cranks * 
in Lebanon, this Gove: at prompt made its position 
kmown to the French Committe onal Liberation in 
in a with icy. It 
t% the French 
would allow 
always in 
For the furthe —— of the Officer in Charge 
Winew is enclosed Phim aaa’ tha of a bea release issued 
by the Department on 
~ 
e 
= 
and 
1943. 
» No. 497, 
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Be a ,- TRANSLATOR'S SUMMARY OF ‘COMMUNICATION — a 
Language in which written: Spanish wMgiON OF |" 
. Nov. 84, 19434 fad 
Date of communication: | eid JAN 13 14 





; The Presidemt | int AMERIGAN REPUBLIOS 


Name and. address of writer: Selon Bader C?], President; 
Jorge Abisambré, Seoretary; 
a Committee of the Lebanese 
ANS Colony of Ayapel, Colombia 
Substance of statements made by the writer: 


LIME sa 
. ; 





The writers quote a telegram which their Committee 
authorized them to send to the French Netional Committee 
at Algiers on November 23, 1943. The telegram calls 
upon the French Committee to “respect the patriotic 


decision of the Lebanese" in wishing their liberty. oo 
The writers request the President to intervene wo 
in order that the Lebanese may granted their independence, © 
m 
© 
ee 
nN 
165) 
” SMAFROTFULLY sums Ol 
0 en 
wn 
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Request made in communication: 


The request is indicated above. 





Remarks: 


= 
= 
x 
eo 
on 


TR: JVM 


v 


25 


stro 


Jann? 


To the 
American Consular Officer in charge, 


Cartagena, Colombia. 


The Secretary of State encloses the original and 
translation of a letter from Mr. Salomén Nader, President 
of the Committee of the Lebariese Colony of Ayapel, 
Colombia, dated November 24, 1943 regarding the recent 
crisis in Lebanon. Mr. Nader's letter was referred to 
this Department by the White House. If no objection is 
perceived, the Consular Officer in charge is requested 
to reply along the following lines: 


On November 29, 1941 the Department, in a statement 
to the press, welcomed the proclamations of independence 
of Lebanon and Syria as a step toward the realization of 
the natural and legitimate aspirations of the Lebanese 
and Syrian peoples, with which the American Government and 
people have always sympathized, for the full enjoyment of 
severeign independence. Following the recent events in 
Lebanon, this Government promptly made its position known 
to the French Committee of National Liberation in Algiers 
in accordance with its established policy. It was made 
clear that this Government hoped that the French and 
Lebanese could reach some agreement, which would allow the 
Lebanese people full independence, bearing always in mind 
the military exigencies of the situation, 


For the further information of the Consular Officer 


there is enclosed herewith a copy of a press release issued 


by the Department on November 26, 1943. 


Enclosures: 


dete Letter of November 24, 
1943 from Mr. Salomén 
Nader, President of the 
Committee of the Lebanese 
Colony of Ayapel, Colombia. 
2. Press Release of November 26, 
1943. 
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AIRMAIL CC, } “OL ponpon, January 28; 144 


No. 13,5 lle A iy Fa SHEN ARMAS. | 

SUBJECT: Question in the House of Connons.cgnesining 
the Levant States; Excerpt from‘Parliamen- 
tary Debates of January 19, 194407 ..\ K 


it 


Ro 





r a vayty i\ \f 
— > ka . ree me 
a ae ost 
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a “ The Seorqtagy. of State; 
wa! = reall 
s ae 
Washington, Dc. oe 
Sir: a 


I have the honor to set forth below an excerpt 
from Hansard's Parliamentary Debates of January 19, 
1944, in which a question was asked by Lieut.-Colonel 


Sir Thomas Moore (Conservative) in the House of Com- ma 

mons regarding the Levant States. = 

” t.-Colonel Sir Thomas Moore asked the mm 

Secreta e for Forel gn rs if he can * 

now make a further statement in regard to the pre- O 

/ ‘ sent position in the Lebanon; and whether, in the mes 

ow 6 opinion of the United Nations, 4t is now satisfac- ™ 
4 tory. ; NM sj 

ON 

0) 


Me ee Yes, Sir. Gneral Catroux's nego- 
tiations the Levant States resulted in the 
conelusion of an agreement on 22nd December by 
which the services known as ‘inter€ts commns', 
that is, common to the Syrian and Lebanese States, 
were transferred to those States by the French au- 
thorities from lst January last. It was also 
agreed that the formalities connected with the U 
trensfer of each of the public services in question 
would form the subject of separate agreements. I _ 
understand thet General Catroux has returned to the 
Levant States to continue his negotiations. I am mee 
sure we all _e that these efforts to reach agree- yi 
ment will continue to be successful. 


; (Conservative) Will my right hon. 
Friend 6 Sas to the National French Committee and 
to the Government of the United States of smerica 
the satisfaction of this House on these agre ts?" 
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Yor your information and culidance in discussing with the Local au- 


wa 
| thorities the question of Arab Union, your aif pemouny &, 7 Pelle 


via Cairo, the Department's attituce is in brie?r, that we aesire 

to see the indeprnaent Near astern countries retain their liberties 

and strenethen their economic and social condition. The uspirations 

of other Near Eastern countries for full indcependence have our complete 

sympathy. It naturally follows that i: those peoples find it advan- % 
2) 


tageous to unite of their own tree will, we would view such a develop-D 


ment with sympathy, always on the understandings that it takes place ° 


a 

in accord with the principles set forth in the Atlantic Charter and oe 
™— 

in line with the declarations of Secretary Hull, notably those of N 
“N 

July 23, 1942 and September lz, 1943. While oi course the countries -\J 


concerned will shape their own caecision, it seems to us that the 
events and problems of the last few years have shown that the Near 
Bastern countries need a great deal more strength in the economic, 
social and cultural domains and that first steps toward unity might 


well have these ends primarily in view. However, in view of the in- , 
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conclusive nature of the current Arab unity ciscussions and the un- r 
oa 

certainty as to time and scope of the projected Arab Congress, the bey 
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Department is not repeat not prepared at this time to define its ie 
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attitude toward proposals of the type suggested in the final para- 


graphs of your message under reference. 
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309, February 11, 10 am. 


Following telegram has been received from Beirut. 


February 8, 8 p.m. @ 
If following telegram mects with General Hurley's aI 
approval please send it to Department as my 24, February Oo 
8, 7 Poem, and repeat to Algiers, explaining to the i 
General that, while he said on leaving it was "my 3 
story" I find on writing it is ours. 
"General Hurley spent three days with me here 
and in Damascus last week-end, We talked informally * - 
at some le@gth with Syrian and Lebanese Presidents x a 
and Foreign Ministers and with Spears, Chataigneau ss E a, 
and Uripasha. The two most interesting subjects & ° 
touched on were Arab unity and transfer of Syro- E 
Lebanese common interests. | romannai tien 8 
° On latter subject Spears stated categorically rae 
that Prench are fighting bitter rear guard action. = 
Chataigneau f 


=2~ 9309, February ll, 10 a.m. ~ from Cairo 


Chataigneau on other hand insisted with seeming 

sincerity that French policy is forthrightly to im- 

plement promises of full independence. Syrians who 

during January appeared seriously concerned at unproductivee 

ness of negotiations were generally pleased at current 

progress. Lebanese while not fully sharing Syrian 

optimiem were less apprehensive than as late as week ago. 
"Please read forggoing paragraph in connection 

with my airgram A-7 of February 2, 2 pem., reporting 

in considerable detail regarding progress of negotiations. 

Sinct its submiasion, we were officially informed, 

fhere have been turned over to the two states 

separately control of mines, weather bureau, registration 

of motor vehicles and distribution of tires, and 

civilian defense (with undertaking to conform t& 

Allied military rulings); and to the two states 

jointly the financial and economic services of the 

a@tlegation general charged with control of the common 

interests and the explosives and hunting permits office. 
Withal however, both Poreign Ministers voiced 

hope of continuing active American support of their 

indgpendence program. There was no specific request 


that we 
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that we make further rtpresentations at Algiers, but 
I gathered clearly they believed it would be hElpful 
wtre Ambassador Wilson to say informally that the 
Departmemt had been pleased to learn of considerable 
progress already made, It would be interesting to 
note whether reply repeats theme now fPequently heard 
here that aim of new French policy is to maintain (+) 
of France and to assure future of French seculars 
interests’. 

I was particularly gratified that General Hurley 
emphasized to Chataigneau historic Franco-Amtrican 
friendship, President Roosevelt's determination to 
assurg ctatablishment of France, and our community of 
interest in post-war world, For I have sensed 
frequently since November Lebanese crisis that in 
local Freneh circles our action at that time was 
viewed as unwitting if not ill-intentioned support of 
British (read Spears) policy designed to oust French 
from Levant. 

My own impression, gained in course of last year 
and confirmed in some measure by General Hurley's 
broader perspective, is that keystone of Spear's policy 

| ’ 4s fostering 
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fa fostering of Syrian and Lebanese independence-- 
as furthering Allied war effort in Middle East, as 
implementing broader Anglo-American Atlantic Charter 
policy, as essential preliminary to success of Arab 
unity movement, as most effective means to effnaée 
direct French political control of territory threaten- 
ingly situated on Imperial Road to India, and as con-~ 
tributing to laying of foundation for post-war 
British pre-eminenee, political and commercial, in 
Arab world. Spike eed 

On subject of Arab unity both Presidents gave us 
clear assurance that presently contemplated political 
basis for movement is mutual recognition by Arab states 
of each other's full independence; also that present 
stage of movement its leaders conceive its political 
structure as rather that of Pan-American Union than of 
Federation, Confederation or League, Nuri, however, 
has in no sense abandoned, as his future goal, realization 
of the greater Syria and Federation themes advanced in 
his last years Blue Book, 

Lebanese were Gakaxcrkec in saying, while they 
would welcome close economic and cultural ties with 
other Arab states, and especially with Syria, they 


could 
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could accept, as basis for political cooperation, none 
other than full recognition by such states of Lebenons 
independence sovercignty‘and territorial integrity. 
Syrians in Cust Sensendard that general application of 
this formule would supply a sound political foundation 
for the unity movement; also that its adoption would 
go fab towards relieving fears of Christian Lebanese 
lest collaboration become but a cloak for revived 
Moslem domination. 

I had stressed these considerations in carlier 
conversation with General Hurley and inquired whether 
ne believed that, were the forthcoming Arab Congress 
te issue a declaration, it would be in line with Allied 
policy for American, British and Russian Governments to 
consult together (as provided in Article Pive of Moscow 
Declaration) and issue new declaration, similar to that 
made at Tehran, taking note of Arab Congress Declaration 
and stating thet they ‘tare at one with the Governments 
of the Arab states in their desire to maintain the 
independence sovereignty and territorial tnt cgrity of 
such states!, | 

This idea had appealed to General Hurley, and he 


offered it 


-6- $509, February 11, 10 a.m. = from Cairo 


offered it ‘as a suggestion only' in our conversations 
with Syrian and Lebanese Presidents Foreign Ministers. 
He inquired too whether in their view it might not be 
well were Arab Congress to affirm also that principles 
of Atlantic Charter would prevail in relations between 
the partieipating states. Both suggestions were 
vigheourd. 

As Foreign Ministers may wish to discuss these 
suggestions with me at early date, for effort is being 
made to advance date of Congress, I should find helpful 
some indication of Department's reaction thereto". 

> End Beirut MESSAagE. 
Foregoing forwarded after general approval by 


General Hurley at Cairo. 
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Washington. 


29, February 11, 6 p.m ,; 

Gnerel Beynet's appointment ar French Delegate 
General and-General Command French forces in the 
Levant, reported in locel press se having been officially 
announced Januery 9 in Algiers, har raieed new spectre 
of Franco-Syrian-Lebanese crisis. 

French subsidized deily LASYRIE carried eulogistic 


article beginnings "news, which has circulated for eome 


Pc 


BE 
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time and which had become a certainty, ie today official, 


Quotation is eubstantially accurate, firet confidential 


indication of General's selection having been received 


here about same time Ambaesador Wileon was informed © 
thereof by Maesigli (see Algiers telegrem/70, January ae 
oe. f= 

fo 


7, 6 p.m.); and on January, 16 I wes told by responsible 
French source that information wee no longer coneidered 
confidential, | 
Yet when I mentioned it to Lebanese president 
January 22 he hed not even heard Beynet's name; and 


Catroux 


t 


rT 
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Catroux left for Algiere four days later without 
broaching subject. It was only last weekend that 
Syrian end Lebsneee suthorities were notified and then 
only in form of oral communication meade by acting 
Delegate General Chataigneau. 

Lebenese Premier informed me today he had taken 
immediate if polite exception by enewering that he would 
make formel written reply after consulting with Syrian 
Premier, Such coneultation he added, has now been had 
and both governments are strongly opposed to the appoint- 
ment, primarily because it is made without consideration 


FO @. of nog 4 
(see section two my/299, October 30, 5 p.m.) that “the 


for their formally oe pron leet October 
delegation general transform, itself into a diplomatic 
representation, compatible with the independence of 
Lebanon (Syria)", 

It follows that locel governmente resent appoint— 
ment of Beynet in dual civil and military capacitys 
Lebanese Premier commented that mejor trend of political 
developmente fe in contrery sense; and Minieters of 
Foreign Affairs and Interior developed argument 
substantially as follows: 

“after period of apperently willing cooperation 
for tranefer of common intereste, last few days heve 


eeen sudden 


-3- #29,,. February 11, 8 p.m.,. from Peirut.. 


seen sudden hardening of French officiale attitude, 
accompanied by cresgenne of pro-French propaganda. 

(See ‘eon Februery 2, 2 p.m,.).. General' 
impression ie given that evente are building up to 
reassertion of French authority, founded on military 
force and eupported by a revived Eddeled Parliamentary 
block and alatin and Unisete clergy which place pereonal 
and secterian interests before thoee of the nation, 
After clergy, 4t is French military authorities who 
most wieh to maintain direct French political control 
of the country and who would moet influence General Beynet", 

Both Ministers felt time hed come for Lebanon and 
Syria "to take a clear etend". Common intereste, they 
argued, hed already been largely treaneferred; balance 
(primarily furete Generale and Command of Troupes 
Speciales) should be turned over before arrival of 
new French representative. 

Hig coming, they felt strongly, should mark 
beginning of new period of national life, i.e. of real 
independence limited only by Allied war needa. He 
should be, in fact as well as title, only "delegate of 
the French Committee of National Liberation®, with 
personal rank of Ambaassdor should French eo desire. 


Beynet's 


CORRECTED PAGE FOUR 
ade » Pebruary ll, 8 Pelee from Beirut 





W - Beynet's bitle recalled all too vividly de Gaulle's 1941 
Lower] 2, instructions to Catrourd” ‘Mtyou will assume all the 
powers held until now by the High Commissioner of France™ 
(sce enclosure 2 despatch 168, August 25.) 


Interior Minteter argued also that it was a similare- 


"i 


ly ill-advised, similarly published decision taken by 


"MA 


Committee of Liberation on November 5 with respect to 
the then acute Lebanese issue which had precipitated 
November crises, He envisaged "another and more violent 
crises within two months if French persist in present 
policy". 


Issue may be joined even sooner than local governments 


e¢2/10° 3068 


_expect for I have reliable intelligence report that 
Ghataigneau has received orders to have all preparations 
made by February 15 for Beynet's arrival, However, 
Gwynn learns from French sources that aeeivat is not 
expected before end of month. 


On particular issue of Beynet's dual office above 


mentioned LA SYRIE article gaid “This measure appears C2 
excellent for it simplifig4 appreciably a harmonizing i 
of civil and military powers and facilitates funetioning E 
of all gervices quring a particularily delicate period x 

when 1s 


NOTE: Corrections from Consulate at Beirut 
RPI, Pe 


~S= #29, February 11, 8 p.m., from Beirut. 


when coherence, end epeed are essential factors". 
Even Chate igneeu, however, hes pertonelly expressed 
to Belgien Cherge d'affaires grave doubt ae to wisdom 
of decieion. 

It wae a. periously perturbed Cheteigneeu, my 
Belgian colleague adde who’ commented to him in elose 
intimacy that he feared perticulerly the nefarious 
influence currently exercieed in Algierr by Helleu, 
Baelen and Boegner, the trio most responsible for 
disastroue November policy. Baelen before departure 
had gone eo far as to charge him with trearon for 
signing decéreee reestebliehing status quo ante crisis, 
| Catroux himself, I recell, spoke to me st the time 
of Baelen'e stubborn AROS IEHRGE = And Mette 0 & 00/24 6 
remark to Ambassador @teinherdt (see deepeter/241 
December 22) thet Catroux had betreyed him and General 
de Gaulle aleo fite into thie Aieturbing picture, 

My personal reaction is thet, while local argument 
for nomination of civilian delegate ie generally sound, 
French heve gone -too fer with Beynet appointment to 
withdraw it without coneiderable lose of prestige. And, 
if French honestly mean to implement independence policy 
(see telegre og February @, 7 pym.) I see little danger 

to local 


~6- #29, February 11, 8 p.m., from Beirut, 


to local intereste in his exercising dual functione. 

Compromiee might perhepe be found by inducing 
local governments to accept this view on condition 
thet Algiere give formel written aeeurance before 
Beynet'e arrival that in hie capecity as delegate 
his role will not exceed thet normally played by an 
accredited Ambeseador under internetional lew and 
ieee, . 

Repeeted to Algicre. 

WAD@ WORTH 
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Beynet's title recelled all too vividly de Gaulle's 
1941 instructions to Catroux: "You will aseume all 


the powere heldfunr iYesue which had pre~- 











cipatated November crises. He enViseged “another and 
more violent erises within two monthe $f Frehch 
persist in present policy". 

Igeue may be Joined even sooner then local 
governments expect for I have relisble i 
report that Chataignesu hes received Diss | ow by the 7 | 
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igh Commissioner of France" (see enclosure 2 deepatch J 
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finieter argued aleo that it wae a 
similarly 1ll~advised, similarly published decision 
taken by Committee of Liberation on. November 5 with 






reapect to the then acute Lebanese/prders to have all 





preparatione made by February 15 for Beynet's arrival. 
However, Gwynn learns from French sources that arrival 
is not expected before end of month, | 
On parstculer Leese of Beynet's dual office above 

mentioned La SYRIE: article eaid "Thies measure appears, 
excellent for it eimplified appreciably a hermonizing 

of civil end milisary powers..and facilitates functioning 
of all services Curing 8 ppetioniariy delicate period 


when 
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‘Genoral Catroux's dopurcure ‘or sretore , referred to in 
tno last derajreagh of wy telesram no. 1lv/of January 29, Le noon, 
closes a tuird ohapter of uis no otlativns for settlanent of 
issues precipitate by tho Lebaunose crisis of last .ovember. 

As reyorted therei.., tao Lebanese a.d Syrien Governuents trust 
o\ that, followii:.; fi.:el setilesont, the situation will ve such as 
(i bY to warrant, in the view of the american xsovermient, m. exchante 


tt of wlnistors rosiders or plenipotentlary with the Uuitod Stetes. 
ev fo It 1s oped thant the followin’, report may facilitate con- 


sideretion of thet «uostion by restatiny it within the fruame- 
work of rocent dovelopaens in tuis country. ‘those contered 
on General Catroux's threo visits of ‘ovomber 16-29, vocorber 
16-27 ad Januery 17-26. if an accourt of the avonts of such 
visite couatitutes the three uiain chapters of ay story, ita 

-@pilo:we 1s an infor:mlly volced S.ro-Lobanese hove that the 
American Governuont will continue to sumifost acti-e syuapathy 
for realization of fuller Syrian arc. Lobaneso indevendence. 


Phe first cuaoter, which was rovorted in cetnil in uy tele~ 
greaus of the perloc, saw General Catroux, dcovly javalliated by 
tne .ritieh ulticnatun oi .ovember 19, reestablish cao statue quo 
ante crisis, Eis culof cauelnin ; prowlom was aow vost to rostore Nn) 
rrench prestige in tio Levant Suates wiilo at tao se.ie tine mest- 
in: tho Stutes! denonu for relinquismcee:t of all vrench-exercised oO 
yowers the rete:tion of wiich could not vo justified us “necossi-~ 
tated by conditions of war". 


/10°3068 
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Wne Lopartiert le aware treat chief anion:: sual powers was 
direct coa:trol of the so-called "VGontuon intorestea" anc that 
e.iief wmion,: snea intorests wore tho S,ro-Lobanese custous. 
fheee latter »roduced. sue YO percent of total Conon Inverests 
revenues waich in turua woro aqual to rou aly one aalf total 
Lévanece gerd one titra Syeien overmmerct revenucs. 


fae etal otucr powers, tha trucsfer of w ich was dostirod 
by tac locul covernuouts, wore tiowo unuor vinich the ,roneh 
wutavrities controlloc press csisore.dp anc distrivution of 
nersprPint,  eacral supsly ain. sonetary wusttors, the SAireté& 
Shaépale toc the 25,000 Syro-Joananese "vrouoss sosoialos” vnich 
constitute soe 80 porcowt of “irench" uilitery stren th ia the 
Levent Vexritorial Cormeand. <.acu oO: these masters will we 
treehat am halor, 
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Tre outstancine event of Fonorel Catroux's second visit 
was tne conclusion on Jecember 22 of an actresanort with tho 
Syrian and Lebanose Jovernnents "for tho transfer to these 
~overnuprn ts of all the attributions oxercised in their nane 
oy the brench authorities". It vrovicec specifically that 
"the Couvion Interests, with thoir porson:el” would bo transfarrod 
as of January first and that “the nodslitias of trmsrer of 
thesé powers will »e the object of particular accords". on 
recenbor 23 this acrecient was reac to and acclaimed br tno 
Syrian amd Lebanose parlianwats. 


On December “/ the Syr_an a:d Lobanose Governuents adcressed 
identic notes to Generul Catroux confiruing their intention to 
retain lu thelr service "for a porlod e)niring six nonths aftor 
cessation of hostilities in Lurope the tronch officials attached 
to the Co:moi: Interests services”. ‘ihe notes added that the 
orecent sularies paid such officials would ba contioued but 
reserved the ri cht ‘to modify their tltles anc the duties to which 
they nicht be assitned. ‘ho Director of the Lebarese loreimn 
Jinistry Las inforned me that some 250 lreiech officials are 
Ln volved. 


Jeanwitle and without forsaality of separate ucecord, press 
consorship authority bad beon transferred on Deceber 12 fron 
the French Mureau de la Press to newly croated Syrian anc Lobainese 
press pureaux. reach anc Uritish military consors, wl.o for 
convenience had worked in the i’receh bureau, simply moved thoir 
dosks into the now offices. And, later in the sane week, 
resvonsabillty for the distribution of newsprint was assured 
by the local sovermients. 


On January 3, followin? Jeneral Catroux's departure, two 
protocols were simned jointly by French, Syrian and L2banese . 
reprosentatives settin: forth thet the Customs Administration 
and the ‘tobacco onopoly had teen effectively transferred as of 
that date; and on January 5 tho Lighthouse Administration was 
sinileurly transferred. ‘hese will »e adiuinistered honceforth 
by the joint Syro-Leobanese "Coz:mission for the Adcc:inistration 
of the Common Interests" on the establishment of which the two 
zovornments had asreec on October 22, last. 


On January 5, also, protocols were si7mod separately with 
the Syrian representative anc with the Lobanese representative 
turning over control of the several so-called Concessionary 
Cozspanies (list, power, trauways and water) but exceptin=, by 
omission, the D.H.?. kallway anc the Beirut Port Company, the 
retention of which undcor militery control was deaned essential 
to Alliec war efvort. The control tius traesforrec will bo 
exorcised henceforth separutely by the two states. 

Pe::Giins> the 
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Pending the return of ueneral Catroux for nis third visit, 
disoussions on “nodalities" for further transfers continued, but 
in fact none were efftocted, despite cuntinuin, iror:ch ewesurances 
tnat, for such services as anrtiquities and Puclic orks, full 
accord had alreacy beon reached. I -jathered in informal conver- 
sations tnat the Syrian and Levanese nezotiators had demurred at 
continuin;; the exrployuent of certain irauch officials carried 
on the irench Lelesation encral rather then on the Cormon Interests 
bud. :ot wus who nonetheless had been in char-e of important Cozuuon 
Interests services. 


. £6 this etage of the negotistions, also, there was exten- 
sive discussion between General Staff officers of the british 
Ninth Army and the French Territorial Conmeand "on certain 
tecimical aspects of the problems involved" instituted "in 
view of the interest of the british Army in security and other 
matters affecting the war effort". iinth army's position was, 
briefly, that the Army Commander wust have the right in an 
emerrency to declare martial law and at all times to: 


Take security measures, including military 
censorship and control of aliens; 


Lstablish military courts for the trial of 
certain offences ajainst the wilitary forces; 


Declare militery zones for trainin,; or other 
purposes; 


* kequisition for milltary necessity, including 
exploitation (in collaboretion with j.1:.5.C.) of 
‘local resources; - 


Control cou-unicetiocns, includin’; ports and 
railways; 


wxercise operational command of any local forces, 
4.0, the ‘‘roupes Spéciales; and 


fsceue orders or procle:ations connected tnerewith. 


General Holmes explained, however, thet : inth army perceived 
no fundanontal objection to transfer of the French-controlled 
SQ@reté Générale to the local zovernments, »rovided a French 
sQret$ aux Aruées was asteblishec wiich would ensure free 
wmillitary exercise of neceseury security controls in harnony 
‘with tne foresoing "reserved points". 


Hoe was 
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iie wus quite willins, too, that tne local -overnuenta 
snovla particioate in other controls (e.3. tale over the 
trial of minor offences ajainst tne military foreos, enforce’ 
blackout rovuletionws and issue cecrees of requisition or for 
the celinitatioa of mllitary zones) and even thet the Troupes 
Spéclalos should be nationalized provided |'rench officers and 
statf sorvices continuod to be euployed to iaintain their 
wartime efiiciency;. 


specially on the latter yoint, however, the irerch novotiators, 
doth nilitary sma civilian, wore adanant; there covld +e no nodi- 
fication in wartiiie of direct Territorial Comxrmnd. Concurrently 
and notably at wwmascus tuere was 2zrowli> official ard vomlar 
dowend for travsfer of the Troupes Spéclales to national flazs. 
A britisna comprornise su;;;estion that ons battalion misht be 
turned over to the Lebancse Jovernnect and another to the Syrian 
Government, for guardc-of-hovor aut, end ‘encral internal soecurlty 
service, met with litle cordiality. ‘his question, [ fear, nay 
give rise to considerable future trouble. 


These elements of discord ang tho feilure of the }'rench 
to transfer otasr Corzion Interests\services naturally nei wtened 
apprenuensions in local political circles. A dozen leaders told 
we tuey sensed on tho »vart of the ireAch voth a drawln’; back 
and a determination to noid such vitol controls as arny, sfireté 
and flnmance. ‘theso controls, ptus the couti:uin:: presorce of 
some 0,000 trouch colonial trovovs ana ihe rete:.tio: of so larse 
a nunyer of key t'rench ofiicials, they ar;ued, woulc: leave the 
#roncn in a position to reasswie authority py 
Ssimllur to trose employec last ‘jiovonir, especially if the Pritish 
winth Arny shoud be ordered to combat duty in 





On the eve of seneral Catroux's third return, the Lebanese 
Foreign .jinister and the Syrian Premier reiterated these appren- 
hensions in conversatious with me, ti.e former voicing also sone 
porturoation at reports that a now wave of Trench propa zanda 
was sweepin.; the cow:try apparently cesimed to sow discord 
between Christians end iioslems anc thus create a situation mili- 
tatins avgrainst success of the fortacouin~ nevotLetions by weaken- 
lag tho government's parligiotery position and umderminin:; oublic 
support of its efforts. In point of fact, reliable Iiritish 
sources conufirued both the disturbines effect of i. rench propajanuca 
anu the progressive reduction of local sritish wilitary and 
naval forces. 


Genoral Catroux's last visit noitaor relieved these a>rpre- 
nensions sor ef:ected furtner trans*er of Comion Intercosts ser- 
vices, wie ulscucsicre apoare tly conteri:;: cn military, finan- 
cial anc. sunzly questions. Lritish souicos believe he nas aban- 
doned ictention of offecti:.:; sucn treosters tirou': further 
protocols: aad new ironch Actin. Socretary-General |.inoche 

: . «i 


hye" gouented 


» 5 « 
(4-7, Februsry 2, velivt) 


~- 


Comented to ue in a co. firuutory serse, arcving thet "in 
the Orient it is better to work tu iigs out practically". 


un tuls lettor tieue, it seoas probable that the Sdreté 
G6oérale transfer will oe worxed out oventually, perhaps, to 
quote the Lebanese voreim uinistor, on Yoneral Catroux's pro- 
jected return at the ena of tiils month. ind the Actinr l'rench 
bele,zate-General assures re he is optiuistic that arrangements 
for transter of additiozal Common Interosts services can mean~ 
while ve concluded. ‘lowever, ue I see it today, only concrete 
potion on ais part, i.e. actual transfer of adcitioval services, 
can load otnere to share such optinisn. 


Jost interesting are tne recent Picancial nezotixtions which 
resulted 1n toe signature or January 24 of an agreoment whereby 
the british Legation anda rrooci. Voalevetion general acting con- 
jointly “ootaine. consent of the Lebanese and Syrlans to the 
pro ,osed financial arrangeueuts concesrmiin then witi-in the scove 
of the new fnglo-trench :'inaccial Asreonent" which intor alia 
will stabilize the franc at 200 to the pound sterlin5 tarou7hout 
the territories of ihe lrench “mire now under tne effective 
control of Algiers. 


‘the foracoin, quotation ts from an informal note written 
we by the Lritish Yreasury Representative attached to the Spears 
abeslon. ke coumsents that special cuarantecs “ivon by the French, 
in sue of wiich the british join, sould adequately safe zuard 
locel tonotary interests. Publication is to po uade simultaneously 
with the entry into force of the Anglo-rrench Agreenont. A 
zine of the ‘uarantees givon tie Syrian and Lebsnese Jovernnents 
ollows: 


fhe Syro-Lebanese pound will retain its present 
parity with the pound sterli::; and be revalorized 
from 20 to 22.7 francs; 


fhe presont freedom of conversion of Syro- 
Lebanese pounds ii:to pounds sterling will be main~ 
tainec, end the present deposits of the Tronch- 
controlled =;ro-Lebanese j.xcnan se Of”ice with tne 
rrench Calese Centrale 4n blsiers will be corres~ 
gondix. sly revalorized; 


ine beuk of Syriu and Lobanon wil. oo compensated 

for any loss on iis frame aoposits in ira:ce and have 
restitutec to it the gold w ica it forworly eld as 
‘urtial cover for ivs uote leeve a:d w ich wus sent 

to :rance vy she lust Vicky in Coumissioner ; 

_ ne syrien und Levanese Jovernugts will ve ~iven 

cdivedt control over the -xchanje Office (in which con~ 
seebion further couversusions will be hela); and any 


further 


- we - 


(1.97, vYebrusry 2, seirut) 


furtiior devaluation f£ tac france will entail corres- 
pondin:: revalorizution upwards of the franc assate 
of the fxchenge Office. 


Discussions on -ereral supply controls nave also consti-~ 
tuted a subject of consicera':le interost. ‘The Syrien and 
Lebaness soverniemits, with Gritish supyort, demand that the 
French-controlled Superior Supply Council be abolishe:: and 
that tacre be esteavlisned in its stead a five-member Sup:r- 
ior Leoxomioc boarc made up of Syrian and Lebanese nominecs 
assisted by Britieh, trench and Anerican observers. only 
the nominees woulc vote, the observers! fui ctions oeing 
Linzited to advice and sood counsel. 


he priueary furction of tris Board would bo to clabor- 
ate and suporvise the execution of wartise ecoromle policies 
of cowmon interest to the two states. It would also screon 
lists of fimport enu exvort geruits sranied by the Syrian and 
Tebanese dlcistrioes of Supply and woulé suporvise and corre=- 
late tne work of sever Joint (coimcoclty) Advisory 3oards 
charred wita supervision of cistribution of particular in- 
ports and wita undertsking Jsenorel economic stucioes relative 
tuereto. Syrian urd Lobanese decrees providi:::; for the es- 
tevlisniaont of tis Board (ineludi::: provision “for extendine 
invitations to Sritia., tronch and Auorlean authorities to 
appoi;.t observers) nave been drafted an. are now under 
executive coi.sideration. 


Live-wember advisory boards, respectively for azricul- 
tural wacninery and medical supplies, estaclished on an ad 
hoo basis, have been fimctionin: for sone months. T..0ose 
fox trarsport, iron ad stesl, paper, m'd textiles have now 
veen formed. One for choriicals 1s projected. Our partici- 
pation turough cooption of representative local Anericans, 
cnosen by Co:morcial Attaché Scott and acting under his 
supervision, has the full approval of f.]'.A. .eoresatative 
Dean Lancls. 


Lf trust the fore zoin.; reviow will not se thouvht ovor- 
labored. i{[t summarizes outsia-uing Geveloguonies of the last 
six wooks wich have boen so confused I demed it undesirable 
to report cur:cently oy telezranh. In recapitulation, it re- 
ports no cuan,e ii underlying aspirations, policies, rival- 
rics or trends out withel some sutstantial »oro:;ress. 


virally, its inucdiate ot ject, as indicated in wy seconc 
openin:; vara raph, is to present what i: trust is su.ficient 
baci: jround for the Lspartua t's considerution of requests 
inforally voiced vy “ne Looanese Presicent and wenbors of 


both 20 vorments 


~ fo 


(a7, Lobrusry 2, .cirut) 


voth jovernioits coat 1 stre.s to my govermiont thelr hope 
chit it may e:é tts way to furtior assistin.’ realization of 
Sisiz independence pro:rau by ourly ax pression at Al-siers of 
its coutliw is, interest in seoirns the Levant Governuents : 
pleeced in e' fective posscssiv: of all tna machinery of state 
the reto:tion of weich in Allied milltary hands Is not 
necessitated oy conditions of war. 


‘hey envisaze thet thoreafter a fuli sto» would ve put 
to the exercise by the lronch Lelegate enoral of any lesis~ 
lative powex or any prete;tion to legislate as in the past 
oy aecrecs navic. the force of law; also that his oftice 
would thereupon ve trimsformed into that of the “hepresen- 
tative of the vre..ch Co.rsaittes of iiatiousl Liveration, with 
tae porsonal rank of jwvassacor". On tiuis latter »oint, 
nowever, the Lebaness President inforus me, 10 discussion 
was opened with Goneral Catroux. 


It ‘s on tno oasis of such civiss:;ed suostantial pro- 
cress tant members of voth sovermicents su_;;ost inforually 
that excuecges of ministors with intoresated forei_n coun- 
tries wicht evon now 6% maue. ‘the iirst of such excuanjes 
ls senedels. for tuis wor: th 3 for my Irayi collesa ue (cow 
Chargé dtariaices ac hoc) is tils week to present ais let- 
ters of credence as iinister Plenipotentiar y3; anu it is 
Qieaunec tuat Syrian and Levanecse niristers pleulipota tlary 
ve accroaited shortly to L[raq. 


goth sovernments are, nowever, weil aware of Jur view 
that, “undor traditional amcrican policy, it wo ld for us 
ve ew case of putulny tue cart pefore the norse vere 6 to 
effect such an exchange prior to tioir attaiaii<¢ suostan- 
tial control of the machinory of state. 


- Im conclusion, I venture to su:;:ost that che {parte 
ment consider, as a hypothetical question, the advisabllity 
of e:.chacging with the Lovant States ministers resicont 
rather tiux: ministors pleriipotetlary. For such suction 
would appear to be in lino with our prececent action ta-:en 
with Iraq when, es I recall :oii:; 1: formea, a controllin3z 
coc gideratlo: was the avsice of a dofinitive treaty rela- 
tionship between the Jclted States and Irag durin’ the yours 
irnueciately followin: tie latter's adaigesion to nenoersaly 
in tue League of .iations. Aud it sceus @ucantly clear 
thet no defluitive tresutz .elationship with "independent" 
Syris and. Leswmion can 28 o.visa oc 00: 9t as an incicent 
to “onoral peace sotilenent .t ae 
wadsworth __ 
Coles tos al 
iiuorican SC PLeue.s oe. tio, ca lore 3 
iwwtrlLean iuvassies, Loudun Sid mitaras 
—merican Ls,etions, -a.difead, Calro, Lauascus enc Jldda; 
mierican Soy sulate Seneral, Jeruselen. 
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aan Washington, ; 
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Waele “t Ye. 
AMLEGATION Mar. 9, 104 16 


BEIRUT (LEBANON) 


o\ 
¢ Department appreciates careful ee of situation in Lebanon 
and Syria contained in your a-7/ February 2, 2 pe Mm, 48 supplement- 
ed by your 309, Aare tae 11, 10 a.wm., and desires to be kept closely 
informed of future developments. It would appear that a raise in 
grade of United States representation at Beirut and Damascus is 
still not warranted by program to date in transfer of powers to local 


Goveruments. However, the Department is following the situation 


sympathetically and expects to extend full recognition when the local 


governments attain effective control of the essential machinery of 


state not necessarily retained in Allied military hands for war 


purposes. / 
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED 


for on February 22 Syrian and Lebanese Governments 


a FEB oq 
FROM 
DVM-340 Beirut 
This telegram must be 
closely paraphrased be- Dated February 24, 1944 ew 
fore being communicated 2% A “yl 
to anyone. (SC) Rec'd 5:57 p.m, RY y © 0? 
wil 
Ay ay) “pt ye 
Secretary of State, ee 7 Ay | et 
Washington. 
@ 
38, February 24, noon. 3 
Formal issue has been aE Re in matter ot i ae m 
‘Y 9 ev C4 ‘ a4 f: i 
740 appointment reported in my/e29, February il, ‘8 p. ms o 
“s 
N 
ph 
Oo 


presented to French Delegation General identic notes 
verbales of which substance follows: 

Lebanon (Syrian) Government, desirous of 
strengthening friendship with French Committee, 


infinitely regrets simple communication, without 


yy 


prior consultation, of Beynet appointment as Delegate 


General and Commander-in-Chief. 


While in no way questioning his person Government 


Sd CT 


considers appointment to double office incompatible 


d. 


with general spirit of current negotiationa consoli- 


| 


dating previous assurances a6 to country's independence 










j 
porate eg 


< t & and sovereignty. 
* 3 PSs Latter have received full diplomatic recognition 
~ = . es - ; ~ 
g yi by neighboring Arab stateca and several of Unit ed Nations. ins 
ARE Appointment * 
a 


0 ¥e 


3 


a2 


-2- $38, February 24, noon, from Beirut. 


Appointment of a general combining powers of 
political representative and commander of an army 
which may soon include Lebanese (Syrian) national 
forcts, risks provoking public apprehension, 
especially because of memories of time when General- 
High Commissioner exercised civil and military powers. 

Unless mutually satisfactory agreement be reached 
on nature and extent of functions, Government fears 
misunderstandings which it wishes to avoid from outset. 

The "Time" referred to in penultimate paragraph 
of note was presumably carly period of mandate through 
Syrian revolt of 1925-26, after which only civilian 
high commissioners were appointed except during Vichy 
regime,. The reference to "national forces" arises 
from current negotiations concerning Troupes Speciales 
which French have proposed be transferred to Syria 
. (Lebanon) with adoption of national flags, emblems 
and then by reason of state of war, placed under 
French Commander-in-Chief until end of hostilities 
"for all matters concerning their us€, discipline and 
training". " 

Spears and Holmes take position that majority of 
these native levies should remain under French 


territorial 


=3- #38, February 24, noon, from Beirut. 


territorial command but believe certain battalions 
can and should be turned over to local governments 
under guidance of French military mission and overall 
operational command of French Commander=in-Chirr. 
Both insist strongly, however, that Franco-British 

as well as Franco-Syrian-Lebanese relations would be 
far better served were offices of Delegate General 
and Commander-in-Chief to be held by two appointees. 

I have been particularly impressed by Holmes' 
forthright soldierly analysis of problem. He fears 
that Frenoh insistanog on their formula of transfer 
will precipitate internal disorder which might readily 
spread to neighboring countries (notably Iraq and 
Trane jordan ) and he says flatly that Ninth Army- 
French territorial command relations have been much 
more satisfactory since, following Catroux's departure 
he has been able to deal directly with a general whose 
primary function is not political. 

Spears, I gather, has obtained British Foreign 

office backing for this view of Beynet appointment 
and has given local governments to understand that 
position taken in their identic nobus will be sup- 
ported by British representations in Algiers. 
| Syrian 


fs 


~4~- #38, February 24, noon, from Beirut. 


Syrian Foreign Minister told me February 20 his 
Government fretis strongly that full transfer of powers 
whould be completed and army question settled at least 
in principle before arrival of new Delegate General. 
Elsewise he fears popular protest and disorder. Like 
Lebanese Ministers he insisted French are intriguing 
constantly to undermine popular confidence in both 
governments. Yesterday he summed up appointment issue 
neatly to Farrell by asking "Can you, a diplomat, con- 
ceive of any precedent for an Ambassador, which is 
what the Delegate General should be, commanding the 
army of the country to which he is accredited?" 

" Lebanese Prime Minister used similar arguments 
in conversation with me last week and stressed that it 
is more vital to Lebanon than to Syria (whose popula- 
tion is less vulnerable to pro-French propaganda and 
intrigue) that relationships be clearly redefined 
before arrival of new Delegate General. 

Personally in light of last fortnight's develop- 
ments (particularly introduction of national-armites 
question) I too subscribe to this conclusion, believing 
such olanification would be interest of all concerned, 
our own position. included. 


Should 


~5- $38, February 24, noon, from Beirut. 


Should the Department concur it might not be 
amiss were we to represent amicably at Algiers that, 
in our view, 1f Beynet were to endeavor to take up 
his new appointment in the present circumstances he 
would find them most awkward and Even conducive to 
failure of hig mission. Were he to come at this 
time there is reason to believe neither government 


would receive nor negotiate with him. 
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Following, i@ Beirut's 38, February 24, noon. QUOTE 


(Code-Room: Please repeat text of Beirut's 38, February ely » 
noon) UN2UOTE 

While the Department does not repeat not desire to make any 
formal representations in this regard, you are authorized to discuss 
the question informally with the French authorities in the light of 
the foregoing, expressing the hope that they will give sympathetic 
consideration to the representations of the Syrian and Lebanese 
Governments and that a new crisis can be avoided. 

Please keep Department and Beirut informed of developments 
and inform Beirut of plans of General Beynet, who left here on 


February 2c for Algiers. 
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Department has repe.ted to Algiers your 38, February 24, 
noon, adding following instructions: .UOTR While the Department 
does not repeat not desire to make any formal representutions in 
this regara, you ure uuthorized to discuss the juestion informally 
with the French uuthorities in the light ot the forexvoing, express- 
ing the hope that they will give sympathetic consideration to the 
representations of the Syrian and Lebanese Governments and that a 


new crisis can be avoided. 


Please keep Department and Beirut informed «f developments 


20 
oO 
9 
m 
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Ce 
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and inform Beirut of plans of General Beynet, who left here on 


February 22 for Algiers. UN QUOTE 
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED 


sdasasoesicabaicsibicsi f 
FROM qs ‘he 
AMT-291 Beirut 
This telegram must be 
closely paraphrased be- Dated February 24, 1944 
fore being communicated 
to anyone. (SC) Rectd 33:45 p.m. © wt 
(MM, 
Secretary of State, me: f 
Washington. 


59, February 24, 6 p.m. 





I should be grateful if Department in reference to 
my 38, February 24, Noon, would telegraph me any 


information it may have as to Beynet!s plan, 


WADSVOR TH 
E JH 
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vol 23 
ga Department understands Beynet departed February 22 for 


Algiers (your 39, February 24, 6 p.m.). Further plans not 


repeat not known here. 
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED a 


FROM 
33wu wj 19 


Bridgeport Conn 935am Nov 24,1945, 
Hon Cordell Hull 
Washington 


o\ 


»”* 
qo We support view of Lebanon League of Progress that no change be 


made schedule of Lebanon during the war. 





Daughters of Lebanon Society 


1140am 
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erie eer This telegram must be FROM 
closely paraphrased be-~ Dated March 2, 1944 
fore being communicated 


to anyone. (SC) Rec'd 6:39 a.m., 


Secretary of State, qed 
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Washington. 
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DEVISTON s9¢ 


STERN afr. 
695, March 2, & p.Me > 
ay > 3TRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL FOR THE ACTING SECRETARY 
When I called at his request on Massigli this 
morning I found him somewhat agitated over what he 


mn termed was the interference of Spears and Wadsworth 


e¢vc/io° 3068 


qq0e, in affairs in Syria and the Lebanon, 

He explained that the committee had felt that the 
appointment of a military official of the rank and stand~ = 
ing of Beynet was desirable from the point of view of 
eliminating — civil and military friction but made E 


clear that it had no significance as respects reassertion 


of French authority over these states,. He said that > 


49/845 ays 


the Syrian Government, which had originally acccpted 
without any apparent objection the appointment of General 


Beynet as Delegate General and Commander in Chief of 


[JUOK) 


the French forees in the Levant when proposed by Catroux, 


r 
a 
2 


had now taken exception to the appointment. He said 
that according to advices which he had received the 


Syrian Government 


OT Teiuep 


3 
we 


pee 


TELEGRAM RECEIVED 
-2-#695, March 2, 8 p.m, from Algiers. 


Syrian Government had beemipeymouraged in this attitude . 
not only by Spears but by Wadsworth and that within the 
hearing of Secretary General of the Prench delegation 
in Beirut Wadsworth had declared to certain official 
persons that in his opinion “the time had arrived when 
France should send only a diplomatic representative to 
Syria and the Lebanon.” . 

After quoting from a letter from 16 Secretary 
General, Massigli stated that he had received other 
reports to the effect that members of our Legation had 
been known on several occasions to criticize French 
policy, specifically as respects the appointment of a 
military officer as Delegate General and the insistence 
of the Prench upon combining this office with that of 
Commander in Chief of the French forces. 

Massigli expressed the hope that instructions might 
be given Wadsworth to refrain from opiticizing French 
policy to Syrian and Lebanese and other foreign officials. 
He reaffirmed that the policy of the French Committee 
was to carry out the promises which it had made to Syrian 
and Lebanese Governments but said that the continued 
suppprt of extremist elements by the American and British 
Ministers did not help to make easier this task which 
the Committes had set for itself: 

[ Not. repeat not, sent to Beirut. 
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34 auf 7 
| Following has been sent to Algiers: UO y (Code Room: a 
7. 
Please quote here attached telegram to Algier§) UNQUOTE 3 
Department approves your discussing Algiers' 695, March 2, rl 
8 p. m. frankly with Chataigneau, in sense of your 54, March 10, ») 
8 p.m, and above-quoted instruction to Algiers. io 
‘ 
Suggested call on Beynet, your 51, March 9, 9 p.m., is so 
N 


likewise approved. | 
wos 
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Please expedite telegraphic reply to 
Department's 28, March 4, 5 pom, 
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TELEGRAM SENT 


This telegram must be 

closely paraphrased before March 4, 1944 
bei communicated to any- 

one (SC) 5 De Me 


AMLEGATION 
BEIRUT 


28 

There is repeeted below for your information and comment 
Algiers' 695, March 2, 8 p. m.: 

QUOTE (Note to Code Room: Please repeat text of 
Algiers' 695, March 2, & pem.) UNQUOTE 


STETT INIUS 
(Acting) 
(GPM) 


890E.01/243 
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PREPARING OFFICE TO BE TRANSMITTED 
WILL INDICATE WHETHER 


ee TELEGRAM SENT ee 
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Charge Department: Department of State as 

Charge to Washington, wr 4 Qh 


5 pm 
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There is repeated is your information 





and comment Algiers' 695 atats 2, 8 Pelties i 

Oo 

QUOTE (Note to Code Room: Flease repeat text m 

ye of Algiers' 695, March 2, 8 p.m.) UNQUOTE o 
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u PREPARING OFFICE TO BE TRANSMITTED 
WILL INDICATE WHETHER TELEGRAM Ss X SECRET 
Cotient ENT CONFIDENTIAL 
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cin Department of State si 
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79S ‘in m 
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oe’ In view of development of. Beynet incident reported in Beirut's 9O 
po® 55, March 11, 10 a.m, repeated to you, you should not repeat not Py 
i ‘ 
carry out instructions in Department's 630, February 29, 10 p.m. 


You should, however, in reference to your 695, March 2, 8 p.m. 
and 714, March 3, midnight, convey to Massigli the pertinent substance 
of Beirut's 54, March 10, 8 p.m., adding that this Government is satis-~ 
fied that the allegations regarding Wadsworth are not repeat not warrant- 
ed and that it is disturbed by the indication of suspicion and even 
ill-will toward the United States on the part of the French officials 
in Beirut and Damascus responsible for these reports. 

You should remind Massigli that Wadsworth is accredited to the 
local Governments in Syria and Lebanon, in accordance with the limited! 
recognition extended to them at the request, inter alia, of the Frenchy 


themselves and in consequence of the renewed promises of independence W 


given to the Syrian and Lebanese people in the name of the French 2 
3 

National Committee in 1941. Following the crisis in Lebanon last EP 
des 

November, Wadsworth was instructed in the following terms: QUOTE | 







view of the French action to restore the situation in Lebanon we a 
inclined to give them every opportunity to take steps to implement , 
their promises to the Levant States and would not wish to be placed =.” 


in a position in which responsibility for possible failure could be 


165 
y J 

, ePAnii orrice TO BE TRANSMITTED 
WILL IND TE WHETHER 


SECRET 
heat TELEGRAM SENT CONFIDENTIAL 
RESTRICTED 
CLEAR 
Chores Depecman: Department of State 
ee ii Washington, 


attributed in any way to any action of this Government or its 
agents. UNQUOTE These instructions remain valid and we are confident 
that they are being observed. On the other hand, we would hardly be 
prepared to restrain Wadsworth or any other agents of this Government 
from voicing the established policy of the United States toward Syria 
end Lebanon, as summarized most recently in my remarks to the press on 
November 19, 1943 (see Radio Bulletin No. 278 of that date) and in the 
Department's Press Release No. 497 of November 26, 1943. 

Sent to Algiers. Repeated to Beirut. 
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FROM 
LEG-385 Algiers 
This telegram must be 
closely paraphrased bee . Dated March 5, 1944 
fore being communicated 
to anyone. (SC) Rec'd 8:03 pem,, 4th 


ies (yt 
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Secretary of State ,\ - eeoeEAn AEFAS 


anne 4 anis _— } a ‘ 
| \ 


TATEAERICAN AFFAIRS 
———< . . 






ATMA Y ri i 
MOST rmeprare) : 


714, March 3, midnight. 
SECRET POR ACTING SECRETARY 


yve/i0°3068 


in my 695, March 2, 8 Pets, regarding alleged activities 
of our Legation in Beirut, I urgently request further 
instructions before availing myself of the authorization 
to discuss with Massigh’ question of Beynet's appointment 
as authorized in Department 's/650 of February 29, 10 Pele, 


i 


which was received only yesterday and badly garbled. 
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Washington 


WW tm ee ede 


727, March 4, . 
ICR of /2YO 
Reference Department's 630, February 29, /A0 Pem. 
I have just been informed that Beynet arrived in 
algiors late yesterday. French authorities are 
somewhat secretive as to his date of departure for 
Beirut and state that no definite plans have yet 
been made, I shall cable as soon as information 
is available. 
Sant to the Department as 727, repeated to 
Beirut. | 
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FROM 


AGK-~344 Beiru 
This telegram must be 
closely varanvhrased be- 
fore being communiceted 
to anyone. (SC) 


Dated: March 7, 1944 


Rec'a 10:33 a,m,, 8th 
ee 
r of STATE 





| Tye ARTMEN 


Secretary of State, 


Vashington. 





Gy us 
4S, March 7, 9 pem., (SECTION ONE ) 
Leban.se Soreign Minister called this evenin® 

/ 606 CU AVO 
and informed mt as Tollows (reference my S584 February 
24, noon): 

acting French Delegate General calle? 6:50 Deile 
on Lepanest Presicente Premier was present. Delegate 
informed them Beynet would arrive in Beirut by air 
froa Algiers tomorrow morning. 

President exoressed regret that no reply had cen 
received to Lebanese note of February 22. Delecate 
scid he assumea Beynet would make situation clear, 
President replied that procedure seemed irregular, 
reiterated regret it had been followed and took no 
further part in conversation. 

Premier then said delegate would understand 
Government could have no relations with Beynet unless 
knowing in advance and conourring in extent of his 


powers 





9rvc/10° 3068 


NCW/ Sd 


-2~ $49, March 7, 9 v.m., (SECTION ONE), from Beirut 


novers and attributions, Delegate said he knew no 
more than he had communicated to President. Prenier 
conmented that delegate already knew Government had 
every intention of maintaining its ind€pendence orogra. 
and of going through with it to the end. 

President and Premier pointedly refrained fron 
asking hour of Beynet arrival thus giving Delegate 
General clearly to understand that no Lebanese official 
would meet hide 

Speare was informed and called at once on President, 
He expressed concerned surprise especially as Duff Cooper 
uncer Foreign Office inetructions had informed Algiers 
Comaittee that formula of Beynet appointment was not 
considered usual. 

Premier than called on Iraqi, Minister who at 
once despatched telegram informing his Government of 
developments, Iraqi Minister then informed Egyptian 
Charge a'Affaires and both called to discuss situation 
with President. 

lliganwhile Premitr telephoned Syrian Premier yho 
said he was in full accora with Lebanese attitude. 


Foreign 


~3~ #49, March 7,'9 p.m, (SECTION ONE), from Beirut 


Foreign Minister will consult with him tomorrow cand 
oronose that if request be made for appointment for 
Beynet to call on President he will be asked to supply 
in advence copy of letter of appointment and text of 
provosed remarks and informed that no reply can. be 
nade Except in agreement with Syrian Government. 
iinieter then asked me to inform Department of 
foreroing and inquired as to its probable atlitucty 
I reoljed that latter would presumably depend on 
Beynet (*) 8 after arrival, it being possible of sourse 
that he 1s bearing instructions agreeable to LeEprneise 
and Syrian Governments. Minister replied that, in 
view of French failure to answer or €ven acknowledge 


Lebanese and Svrian notes, this seemed hardly possible, 


WADSWORTH 
REP 


(*) Aoparent omisezen 


BIR ~ 328 Beirut 
This telegram murt be 
closely pararhresed bee FROMbted March 7, 1944 


fore being communicated 
to anyone. (4C) 7 BOOT Fe som. Sth 


Secretary of State, » ie 1144 








Wash wngton. — UEAR EASTERN AFEAIRS | 


49, March 7, 9 p.m. (SECTION TWO) ‘ 
| 


I thanked him for his call, aeeured him our policy 


e fa e 4 


was unchenged, streesed that in interest of common 
war effort we would deplore precipitation of new 
crisis and informed him briefly of subetance of 
G9bE. 61/3 ¥9 
Department 's 25, February 29, 7 p.m. 
I should add that in brief converestion this morning 


with delegete I gathered he too wae troubled at Algiers 


977/10° 3068 


eilence, Hz «sid he had kept Maseigli fully informed 
as to views of “.ocal go vernmente, 
In later conversation with Iraqi Minister he voiced 


serious concern at increesing tension, He said nego- se 


tiations for tranefer of powers were proceding 60 


brGl 2 


unsatisfactorily as to warrent conclusion that French 
do not mean honestly to implement their promises, He dl 
is sure other Arab states will full _gupport Syrian_ . oe 

{i ~ LIAL SOR OFFI >: 
' 


and Lebanese position. 






| he i 3 
Repeated to Algiers. 4 

MENT OF i a FE I : il 
(End Meseage) -_ 
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VISION Ne 
7 1 01E NEAR EASTERN AFFAIRS 


¢| 51, March' ‘9, 8 Pat, “(SECTION ONE) . 


Herewith outline of events of two days following 


79p2.01/24G 
my March 7, 9 Pem- 


It was learned yesterday morning that Beynet had 





ao -K o | been delayed in Libya by airplane motor trouble 0 
g and would not arrive until today, | 
Same evening Acting Delegate General Chataigneau m 
~ called on Lebanese President and handed him a note of ° 
which substance follows: Lebanese Government has Dv 
referred to public apprehension lest Beynet appointment f 
retard work begun three months ago by Catroux, P 

Nothing justifies this, for by such appointmen n&; 2 

suggested by Catroux French Government (sic) took : E 

action to permit putting into effect plan established 2 
by the December 22 accord and to reach happy tssue 4 v 
tn current negotiations. amen 
Tais clarification assures against any misunder- fs = 
i. 


& 
Se 


standing between Lehanese Government and French 
Commit tee 


od 


o2+451, March 9, 2 pem., (SECTION ONE) from Beirut, 


Committee of Liberation, 

Lebanese Prime Minister sent me text 
ef note this morning by hand of Supply Minister 
who stated that, while reassuring as to policy, 
it ignored Lebanese objection to Beynet holding dual 
office of Delegate General and Commanding General, 
en which point his government's views were unchanged, 

Shortly thereafter Lebanese Government was 
informed officially and foreign Legations unofficially 
that Beynet would arrive at 3 p,m,, Gwynn, who 
received call of French official, was told Spears 
would be represented at airport by British Military 
Attache. 

I made appointment te see Spears byt before 
seeing him received second call from Supply Minister 
who said Lebanese Gevernment would not be represented 
at airpert except possibly by chief of protocol, 

My interesting convergation with Spears will be 
reported by immediately following telegram. He had 
decided that Counselor of British Legation should meet 
Beynet. 

I commented that it was not in accoré with 
generally: observed diplomatic protecel for 


representatives 


-3-$51, March 9, 9 pom., (SECTION ONE), from Beirut. 


representatives of foreign missions to meet new 
Ambassadors on arrival at post; Also that in view of 
Beynet's military rank and of attitude of Lebanese 
Government it seemed most appropriate and equally 
courteous to send my Military Attache, . 


WADSWORTH 
WSB 


TELEGRAM RECEIVED 


BJR — 232 Beirut 
This telegram must be 
clogely paraphrased be-— Deted Mareh 9, 1944 


fore being oe icate¢ROM 


to anyone. (SC Reetd 7:31 p.m. 10th 


Secretary of State, 
Washington . 


51, March 9, 9 p.m, (SECTION TWO) 
Presumably on thie ground Spears eent British Military 
Attache as well as Counselor. Egyptian and Iraqi 
Legation's were not represented. Pelgian‘Charge d'Affairs 


was absent from city. 
Lebanese Government wes in fact represented by 


ud 


Chief of Protocol but only after informing French 
that thie was simple act of courtesy and ehould not 


be taken as withdrawal from position that it could receive — 
Beynet only as political representative. e 
Thig evening Foreign Minister called to express nx 
President's appreciation of conduct of Chiefs of Mission ~~ 
and to say entire matter appeared on road to satisfactory = 
adjustment. ™N 
Chataigneau he said head called to say that Beynet ri 
bore end wiehed to present to Lebanese President letter i" 
from de Gaulle introducing him as "Delegate General Fs 
and Plenipotentiary of France in the Levant # and fg 
js 
fa 


Ne 
® 


re iterating 


~f~ #61, Mareh 9, 9 p.ims(SECTION TWO) from Beirut. 


reiterating policy expreeeed in yesterday's note that 
he wag to complete program begun by Catroux and 
continued by Chataigneau, 

Copy of this letter the Minister added would be 
given the Ministry tomorrow morning and if as seems 
assured it be found satisfactory to Lebanese and 
Syrian Government Beynet would be received the same 
afternoon, ~ . 

He concluded: ae to soustbility that Beynet 
may assume command of French troops in the Lebant 
after reception by the President, we can only take 
position that thenceforth the matter will be essentially 
a military one beat settled between the French and 
the British Ninth Army and Middle East Commands, 

af Department perceives no objection I propose 
to ask sometime next week that appointment be made 
for me to call on Beynet to pay my respecte; thie on 
consideration that, while only vaguest sort of diplomatic 
protocol has been evolved at this poet, my Belgian 
colleague and I have during the laet year found it 
helpful to consider principal French representative 
as entitled as. matter of courteey to a precedence 
generally given Ambassadors, 

Repeated to Algiere, 

(END OF MESSAGE) 

REP WADSWORTH 


YO = 403 Peirut quws | Se 


This telegram must be FROM 


closely paraphrased be- Dated March 10,. 1944 
fore being communicated 


to anyoneée (SC) 1a 11:05 a.m. llth 


. Secretary of State 
Washington 


53, March 10, 7 pee 





Herewith substance of Spears! comment on 
situation (see my 511, March 9, 5 poms). 

b ol There is disturbing probability of serious 
776 difficulties. Hence I want to be specially polite 
to Beynet on arrival. 

In strictest confidence I have learmed of plot 


- by group of officers of extreme tightist political 


8ycz/10°s068 


views to stage large demonstration in faver cz 
mandate and with strong pro-Christian anti-Moslem 
color, thus creating trouble and supplying excuse 


for armed intervention. 


pros pear 


I know of an attemot,, happily unsuccessful, 
to induce the. Phalange (Christia (#) Chataigneau 
himself, a troubled and disappointed man, I have OO 
gained some small bits of confirmatory commente 


I hope we have willed the plot by letting it 


TT? Sawirrs ~ 
[- > dead 4Cr) 


be quietly known in the right quarters that we are 


Bk 


act 


aware of its existences. WE are,. however,, dealing 
with 


~-2- 53, March 10, 7 peme from Beirut 


with pure Pasoist French of the extreme Baty 
dangerous Cagoulards 0 of the murderous kind. 

You will remember the report that Catroux's 
life was threatened. There is ground for believing 
that chataigneau, too, is worried, ve Ieee SNS 
point -is that | some 150 Leftist of tigers have eee 
a counter. grow. - 

‘Another indication:" i week ago we learned thet! 
a battalion of Senegalese troops had arrived in 
Egypt from North africa. They were reheld on order 
of CINC Middle Fast. General Wilson in North africa 
had apparently been fooled into believing they were 
to replace a battalion now here, Actuslly we learned 
that not a single Levant battalion had received any 
orders even to prepare to move out. 

french then argued at .lgiers that because of 
far-flung outposts, new troops must arrive before 
he prepared for departurt; elsewise security would 
be jeopardized... Wilson accepted the plea; but Ninth 
hLrmy said "Not on your life for in the. present stcte 
of political tension here, their coming would be a 
far greater threat to public security”... another 
similar case has just come to light today, Te have 
a signal from Egypt that 200 black troops, sent from 


Jibuts 


-3- 53, March 10, 7 p-Me from Beirut 


Jibuti with orders for Syria, have been stopred in 
‘the Canal Zon€, 

To summarize but? not in Poreign Office languages: 
There are a lot of Frensinen here sitting oround 
biting SBELY fingere in ‘POE, and there 4s a chance 
which we. can't Agnore ‘that, with the knowledge of 
De Gaulle “te. nod’ with his positive acquiescence, 
extremist elements among them have been encouraged 
to try out a coup. It can't be only hotheads here 
who are responsible for moving troops and ships. 

Here is 4 ntw story on this <ightist mentality: 
My wife ae General del rminat in Tunis monthe She 
“asked! him about reports on troubles in Morocco. 

He said "It is only a few mad dogs which must be 
done away with like those in Beirut". 

Is Beynet in it? I haven't the faintest idence 
Keports on him ar€ generally good but one€ says "He 
has an old-fashioned outlook on colonial policy". 
He was De Gaulle's commanding officer when they 
both served here about 1950; and De Gaulle has been 
most anxious to get him here, as well as, "by hook 
or by crook" as another report has it, to get those 
black troops in. | 


You should 


-4- 83, Mareh 10, 7 poms from Beirut 


- you Thowd, I believe, keep Nasitinaton inforand 
of all ae There is much, of: course, which can't 
be proven}; but the names of plotters are known and 
if anything serious neers it should be Glear whose 
fault it ies 

(Notes I am seeing, General Holmes tomorrows 
His acting Chief of Staff tells me French Military 
Commend is to be told formally of "rumors" of plot 
and warned it will be held responsible if anything 
of the kind transpires). 


Repeated to algiers. 


- WADSWO {TH 
IMs 


Ps Gq a charge is misrepresentation, 


wwe 
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TTNEAR EASTERN A 
54, Merch U 8 peMe 
Herewith comment on Algiers telegram quoted in 
L402 .01f 243 
vour 28, March 4, 5 pem. deciphered only yestcracy. 
To term my conduct here as “interference in offrirs 


of Syria nné Lebanon" ana to pair me with Specrs in 


6yc/ 10° 3068 


7 This ts . lana of time honored prtronrge, intrigue 


Wm nn intervention, Bnaynrd Dodge describes it os "so.ie- 


tiaes almost embarrnssingly pro-American", -icny, fron 
Cabinet Ministers to Deputies ané busybody notavles, 
hove ought my advice, TI have always been ost careful 
to refuse, except during the November crisis when in 


mony private conversations I urged patience anc non- 


violence in thé interest of our common war effort. And 


NOW /Sd 


in that latter connection please note that Catroux "spoke 
with appreciation of the attitude of Wadsworth! (AlcLer ge 
telegrom of December 2, 6 pen.), 


I heve 


yrol ou 


p~4 
oO 
pete 


-2~ #54, .inrch 10, 8 p.m., from Beirut 


I have not hesitated to talk freely of our Dolicy 

SF0L.01f 237 
in such the same terme as those used in your oO, --crch 8, 
S Dee TI heve replica to many seeking counsel on inter= 
vention thet IT am a diplomat, a reporting rcther then n 
policy officer whose first rule of condauct is interest 
and not interference in the internnl effeirs of the 
country to which he is nccredited, 

The partioulor remark attributed to me by Seevetery 
General Binoche 18 in f-ct nlmost - airect cuote of whnt 
I snid I hod been informed local lenders werr thinking. 
The ocension wns 2 ainner given in my home in jonor of 
the Secretary General ana Generrl Montclinir on Pepruary 
16. I hee hed further oconfirantion of the vi-vs rcvortea 
in ay telegram 29 of Februnry 11, 8 pem.e, and wos Cis- 
Geentee the situation inform-lly along those lines.. 

Binoche hada only recently arrived in this country 
frou North .ifricn where prior to the allied liberction he 
“eted as chief assistant to the Resident Generel in 
Tunis, I wos in part endenvoring to gnther BoO.etuine as 
to his renction to the locnl situation, My iimrcssions 
ccineda from his severnl comments were cleor,. He lira 


Little 


162 


-3~ #54, ‘irrch 10, 8 o.m., from Beirut 


little sympothy for Syrinn or Lebanese asvir-tions for 
independence. He premised his thinking on the tenuous 
ond outmoded nrgument that as the mandate is still 
juridionally in force it must in fact be exercised voy 
fichting France ne the successor to France. 

Most interesting wos his obvious avoidance of vy 
auestion 16 to what, if any, civil vowere he believed 
the new Delegnte General should exercise sfter ~chieve- 
ent of the Crtroux progran for tronsfer of povers under 
the December 22 accora, He seemed hrrdly willing, to 
cdmait that, even ofter such transfer, the funeomental 
cuthority of the Delegote Genernl woul be sudstantially 
less than that of the former French High Co issioners, 

* Pannlly, to - suggestion that 1t might be well to 
consider the possibility of redefining such sutnority 
in the Light of the new situstion, 8 the recent anslo-~ 
French etoff talks had daefinied the authority woich the 
olitary *uthorities felt it Essentinl they rctcin in 
the best interest of the war effort, Binoche in venly 
comcenteda that in the Orient it wes never worth while to 
try to be too precise bout such things, 


I hove 


163 


* 


~“o #54, iierch 10, 8 p.m, from Beirut 


I have ourstioned all officers and sttoches on ay 
staff with reg-rd to the reports mentioned in your 
penultimate varagraph. None is cognizant of srounds 
for the cherge unless it be thet to discuss the pros ond 
cons of such a policy is to criticize it. 

These occusetions, even though they be unfounded 
end.  ossibly ill-intentioned, disturb me, porticulerly 
nt this monent of Beynets arrivnl, Especinlly if French 
policy be in truth rlignedé on major issues with our own, 
I shoulda be Aistressed were my relrtions with hi: to be 
undermined from the start. Would you “porove iw Ai se 
cussing thie message frankly with Chetnignenu? 2c is 
friendly nana, IY believe, sincerely pro-Americcn, 

” Repented to algiers, 
WaDS ‘JOR TH 
183 
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Secretary of State, THON OF 


Washington. NFAT" ASTERN AGEL 
55, March 11, 10 a.m. 
Lebanese President told me last evening he considers 

incident of Beynet appointment to be settled satisfactorily 

to all concerned with Beynet ‘'s calls on himself and on 

Premier and their return visit yesterday afternoon (my 

51, March 9, 9 pm.) 


President felt it was happy anyway that on same day, 


OS2/ 10° 3368 


word had been received from Ibn Seud inviting Premier 
to visit Riadh to arrange for formal recognition of 
Lebanese independence, 

President added that Syrian President and Premier, 
who now have ministerial delegation visited Ibn Saud, = 
had been regularly consulted and hed fully concurred in = 
Lebanese Government's aétions regarding Beynet whot S 
consequently would be similarly received in auiiinie ot 
March 15. 


General Holmes, ae 





Ky - 


-2- $55, March 11, 10 asme, from Bedrut 


Generel Holmes, from security angle, also seemed 
generally pleased with developments and hes had re- 
presentations referréd to in note et end of my 55, March 
10, 7 pem., made to French Conmanding General, He twice 
reiterated his earlier expressed view that Beynet should 
not hold duel politics) end militery office. 

Repeated to Algiers. 


WADSWORTH. 
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: Lebanese and Syrian Governments 
11008 Duality of Appointment of General Beynet 
series Pes ate General and: General 
Cc ‘PrenéH Foraes in the Levant. 
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2 25 
- = sme os 57 
a Supplementing my telegram no. s/t February 
“> 24> 12 noon, 1944 on the subject notéd above, I 


have the honor to enclose, as a matter of record, a 

1/ copy (kindly given me by the Lebanese Foreign Min- 
ister) of the Lebanese Government note of February 
22, 1944 referred to therein. 


| 
46° This note, the Foreig Minister informed me, 

4 was delivered to the Acting French Delegate General 
in Beirut at the same hour as an identic Syrian Gov- 
ernment note was delivered to the French Delegate 
in Damascus. A copy of the latter having been given 
Mr. Farrell, I have compared them and find them to 
be, in fact, identic. Consequently, I have prepared 

2/ a suggested translation of the two notes which is 
also enclosed. 


Insofar as Mr. Farrell and I have been able to 
ascertain in recent conversations with the Syrian 
and Lebanese Prime Ministers, there have been no lo- 
cal developments in this matter since presentation 
of the two notes. Both Premiers state that they have 
been informed by the Acting Delegate General that ¢ 
copies have been transmitted to Algiers for consider- 
ation by the French Committee of National Liberation. 


I should add that am apperently reliable confi- 
dential military intelligence report has it that, by 
an official telegram received from Algiers on or 
about March 1, the Delegation Qeneral was informed 
that General Beynet would not proceed to Beirut for 


the ing. — 
L&T SON. OFFICE 

in F \ 3h 
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Respectfully yours, 


a 
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—oniaietipas * -“Gednge Wadsworth 
Jholosuress «<%, 
1) Lebanese t note of 


2) Translation of Lebanese 
(Syrian) note. a 
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Distributions 
Original end hec to Department; 
American Mission, ors. 
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Recto sent to DOA a 


AIR MAIL 
Enclosure No. 1 to Despatch No. 310, dated 
March 5, 1944, from American Legation, 
Beirut, Lebanon, on General Beynet Appointment. 


NOTE VERBALE 


Le Gouvernement Libanais, désireux de maintenir 
et de resserrer les liens d'amitié entre le Comité 
Frangais de la Libération Nationale et le Liban, re- 
grette infiniment qu'on se soit contenté de lui com- 
muniquer la nomination de M. le Général BEYNET en 
qualité de Délégué Général du Comité Frangais au Le- 
vant et de Commandant © Chef de l'Armée sans pro- 
eéder préalablement & aucune consultation avec le 
Gouvernement libanais sur cette nomination. 


Tout en précisant que la personne du Général 
BEYNET n'est nullement en cause, le Gouvernement 
libanais estime que cette nomination au double emploi 
de Représentant politique et de Chef de l'Armée est 
ine tiblé avec l'esprit général qui a régné durant 
les récentes négociations en cours, menées du coté 
f s avec un esprit de grande compréhension par 
le éral d'Armée CATROUX, et qui ont largement con- 
tribue & consolider les assurances précédemamt don- 
nées par lui, au nom de la France Combattante, con- 
cernant 1'Indépendance et la souveraineté de ce pays. 


Cette Indépendance et cette souveraineté du 
Liban ont fait d'aill urs l'objet d'ume pleine recon- 
naissance diplomatique par les Btats Arabes voisins 
ainsi que par plusieurs Etats des Nations-Unies. 


Au surplus le nomination d'un Général qui réunit 
& la fois entre ses mains les pouvoirs d'un Représent- 
ant politique et de Chef d'wme Armée qui pourrait con- 
stituer um jour prochain les forces nationales liban- 
aises, risquerait de provoquer des appréhensions dans 
l'opinion libanaise surtout en raison des souvenirs 
de 1'époque of le Général Haut-Commissaire était in- 
vesti des pouvoirs civils et militaires. 


Dans le cas of l'on ne peut arriver A une en- 
tente mutuelle et satisfaisante sur le nature et 1'6- 
tendue des fonctions dont M. le Général BEYNET est 
chargé, nous craignons que cela ne puisse amener des 
malentendus superflus entre le Comité de la Libération 
Nationale et le Gouvernement libanais, malentendus que 
ce gouvernement souhaite éviter des le début. 


Le 22 février 1944 


AIR MAIL 
Enclosure No. 2 to Despatch No. 310, dated 
March 5, 1944, from American Legation, 
Beirut, Lebanon, on General Beynet Appointment. 


NOTE VERBALE 


The Lebanese (Syrian) Government, desirous of 
maintaining and drawing closer the bonds of friend- 
ship between the French Committee of National Liber- 
ation and Lebanon (Syria), regrets infinitely that 
it has been deemed sufficient merely to conmunicate 
to 1t the appointment of General Beynet as Delegate 
General of the French Committee in the Levant and as 
Commender in Chief of the Army without any prior con- 
sultation with the Lebanese (Syrian) Government on 
this appointment. 


While making clear that the person of General 
Beynet is in no way in question, the Lebanese (Syrian) 
Government considers that this appointment to the dou 
ble office of Political Representative and Chief of 
the Army is incompatible with the general spirit that 
has prevailed during the recent negotiations in course, 
conducted on the French side in a spirit of great un- 
derstanding by General Catroux, and which have greatly 
contributed to consolidating the assurances previously 
given by him, in the name of Fighting France, concern- 
ing the independence and sovereignty of this country. 


This independence and this sovereignty of Lebanon 
(Syria) have been furthermore the subject of full dip- 
tomatic recognition by the neighboring Arab States as 
well as by several of the United Nations. 


Furthermore, the appointment of a General who 
unites in his hands both the powers of a political re- 
presentative and those of the Chief of an Army which 
might constitute in the near future the Lebanese (Syr- 
ian) national forces risks provoking apprehensions 
in Lebanese (Syrian) public opinion, especially owing 
to the memories of a time when the General High Com- 
missioner was invested with civil and military powers. 


In case a mutual ed satisfactory agreement on 
the nature and scope of the functions with which Gen- 
eral Beynet is charged cannot be reached, we fear that 
it might lead to unnecessary misunderstandings between 
the Comuittee of National Liberation and the Lebanese 
(Syrian) Government, misunderstandings which this 
Government wishes to avoid from the outset. 


February 22, 1944. 
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The American Chamber of in gf Paule 
I am oéafi » Oimine their -rew x vilities with the 
seme viger intelligence that merked their 
and sueseés in the past, and ia so they will centinue 
to contribute te the preaperity ef Br and the United 
States, and thi te the peace and well-being of the world. 


Gar geverument will continus to welcome your views and 
suggestians on matters of mutual iaterest. 
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Bikers t fer your hospitality. 
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I called on Massigli this afternoon;anc cohveyed 
(Foe .Ollay3 | 
to (reference Department's 798, ) March 17, 7 pem,) him 


the pertinent substance of Beirut's Sig! March 10, 


8 pem., together with the other observations contained 


in the Department's telegram under references. re 
Massigli accepted my statements without any 2 
other comment than to observe that fortunately since O 
the arrival of Beynet the situation had appecred to big, 
clear up to the satisfaction of :all ccncerned and that eS 
he hoped there would be no further occasion for a 
misunderstanding. Sent to the Department as 971, 
repeated to Befrut, . 5 
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The attached copy of a telegram 
from the British Foreign Office was 
handed to me today for the Department's 



















information by Mr. R. E. Barclay, First co 
Secretary of the British Embassy. © 
O 
I told Mr. Barclay we had received m 
similar information from our Legation ° 
at Beirut. oO 
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Telegram from the “oreign Office dated Voren 12 0iks 


HM. Minister at Reirut has reported 
widespread alarm in the Levant States arising 
from the belief that certain French military 
elements were preparing a coup to restore the 
French position. As a result labanese prime 
Minister recently made intemperate speech openly 
referring to these rumours and threatened not to 
receive General Beynet newly appointed Delegate 
General. 


"e are emphasizing to both sides the 
necessity of abstaining from provocative action. 
His Majesty's Minister has however now reported 
that Beynet has been received amicably and the 
letters* Which. he bears from de Gaulle are ap- 
parently very conciliatory. His title is Delegate 
General and Minister Plenipotentiary and not Com- 
mander-in-Chief as well. The Tevant States had 
objected strongly to the dual capacity in which 
he was originally appointed. 
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| DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
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April 18, 1944 





Secretary of State 

Vasnington 

AW36, Aprii 18, 7:00 a.me 

The Acting Foreign ilinister, Shaikh ‘usuf Yassin, 
states that Riyed Solh departed from Riyadh on 
Seanestay, April 12, after a visit of a few days with 
King Ibn Saud. Shaikh Yusu? states that official 
conversations were confined to the recognition of the 


Lebanese Govemnment by King Tbn Saul. 
Moose 
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Mr. Gordon Merriam 

Division of Near Eastern _NEAR EASTERN AFFA 
Affairs 

Department of State 

Washington, D. C. 
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Dear Mr. Merriam: 


Enclosed herewith is the translation of the statement 
which was made by Ibf#f Saud to the two Christian members of the 
Lebanese Delegation. @his statement is translated almost ver- 
bally from the report Which appeared in "Beirut", issue of 
April 20, 1944. 
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If I can ssid ends service, I shall be happy to hear 
from you. 


Sincerely yours, 
Habib Kurani 


Principal Regional Specialist 
Middle East Region 
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Three aatters impressed us most: 
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Dear Dr. Kurani: 

The trenslation of the stetement made by Ibn Saud 
te Christian pamere ot of the Lebanese Delegat is most 
interesting reading and I thank you for sending it to 
me under egver of your letter of” Ma May 2, 1944. 


Artioles ef this constructive nature are interesting 
and fit inte the broad picture. 


Thanking you for sending me this, I am 
Sincerely yours, 


- @Gerden P. Merrien 
Chief, Division of Near Eastern Affairs 


falist, 
Office o War’ Information, 


» De Ce 


De. Habib Kuweani 
Principal. 


all 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


To the 
Officer.in Charge of the American Mission, 
Jidde . 


fhe Secretary of State transmits a copy of 
a translation of a statement made by Ibn Saud to 
Christian members of the Lebanese Delegation, 
saneststt4 To visit and reception of Mr. Musa 
Mabarak (Chief of the President's Cabinet) and 
Sealin (Lebanese Foreign 


| Minister) to 
Ibn Saud, as of possible interest. 


Raclosure: 


“ cory of Translation 
dated April 20, 1944. 
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Mary 9. 1344 
CONFIDENTIAL 
To the a, 
Officer in Charge of the American Mission, 
Beirut, Lebanon. 


The Secretary of State transmits a copy of 4 
translation of a statement made by Ton Saud to 
Christian members of the Lebanese ee 
describ the visit and reception of Mr. Musa 
Mubarak (Chief of the President 's Cabinet) and 
Salim Bey Taqia (Lebanese Foreign Minister) to 
Ibn Saud, as of possible interest. 
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Enclosure: 


J Copy ef Translation 
dated April 20, 1944. 
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May 10, 1964 
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To the 
Officer in Charge of the American Mission, 


Beirut, Lebanon. 


The Secretary of State transmits herewith 
for the information of the Officer in Charge a copy 
of a memorandum of conversation relating to Syria 
and Lebanon which took place between officials of 
the Department and of the Foreign Office on April 12, 
19ieh, during the visit to London of the Undersecretary 


of State. 


Enclosure: 


+ Memoerendum of Conversation 
dated April 12, 1944. 
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RN AND AFRICAN AFFAIRS 


e om, 8, 1944, 


Mr. Merten” 
I tranemit, Yepdvits for your 
gqa el information copiéa @f a memorandum 
of our conversation’ @t London on 
Syria and Lebanon, together with 
certain background papers which 
Mr. Kohler took along. 
- 6 I suggest that copies of the 
orandum be forwarded to Beirut. 
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3 Mr. Foy 


Lenden DATE: April/12, .19bb. 
K.G.M.G., Under Secretary 
xter, JeM.G., M.C. 


y, Bastern Department 


Mupray, Direetor 


Department of State 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


Memorandum of Conversation 


3 Mr. Wallace 


PARTICIPANTS: ir Maurice Peterson, 
of State for Affairs; Mr. G. W. Ba 
Kastern Department; Hon. R.M.A. 

ean Affairs 


suBsect: DISCUSSION OF SYRIA AND LEBANON 
Bastern an 
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112, June mS gh 
Pollowing signature at Damascus last week end of om 


> 

six additional protocols of transfer of specific common ty 
x Ow 

interests services, a joint declaration was signed June = 


5 by Beynet and repre sentatives of Syrian and Lebanese 
Goverhments to following effects | 
Under Catroux agreement of December 22 negotiations oy 
were undertaken for trensfer of common interest services. \ — 
These have reached hapoy conclusion and ensemble of | 
ecrviecs, now effectively téansferred to Syrian and “ 
lebanese Republics, are henceforth under their authority. “ 
Current negotiations for trensfer of Army and Surete will 
be continued. 


The six latest transferred services weres quarentine; 


yy entiquities; sanitary anc veterinery police; inspection of 


an 
G Q 
~ posts end telegraphs; cor “rok ef wees and Beirut 
{ . Ue / port; and protection of petents siamese and fast : 
is? S For background ple ait Vond'S, cram 109th Cruey 
Ge Ne ses rig 
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w2~ $112," Fine 8, 4 pem-, “rom Beirut 


In addition to protocols listed in that despatch 
and in preceding paragraph, protecols were signed 
in March and April transferring pharmaceutical office, 
Bedouin control and foreign exchange office and making 
provision for certain aspects of foreign exchange 
control. 

Besides Army and Surete (which are essentially 
military matters, at least partial control of which 
must remain in Allied hands so long as Syria and 
Lebanon continue to form part of theatre of military 
operations ) certain other special matters are still 
under discussion, e.g., enemy property custodians, 
Tripoli refinery and broadcasting service. 

A documented report will be submitted by mail 
to assist Department in reconsidering question of 
exchange of Ministers as presented in my airgram under 
referénce.. Ihave informed both Foreign Ministers 
orally. of substance of Department's eirgram 14, March 
9, 2:20 Dem. 

Th latter connection, following two items told me 
by Polish Consul General and British Counselor are 
of interest: 

Three weeks ago French representative informed 

2 Polish Government 


-3- #112, June 8, 4 Peme, from Beirut 


Polish Government in London that Algiers no longer 
perceived objection to appointment of Polish Minister 
to Syria and Lebanon. Consequently Consul General 
was instructed to request his own agrements which 

he is proceeding to do. He assumes Committe's change 
of attitude was prompted by its own acceptance of 
Lebanese Minister (see despatch 581, May 23). 

Three days ago Lebanese Government was informed 
by French representative there that Soviet reprenta~ 
tive at Algiens had Gicussed with Massigli question 
of Soviet recognition of Lebanon and Syria and 
had been told that French authorities were entirely 
agreeable thereto. 

British Counselor added in strict confidence 
that on informal advice of British Legation Lebanese 
foreign Minister proposes to communicate informally to 
Soviet Minister in Cairo that, while Soviet recognition 
would be most weloome, Lebanese Government feels that, 
as in case of appointment of Soviet Minister to 
Baghdad when negotiations were conducted directly by 
Soviet @mbassador te Iran so in this case negotiations 


could most 
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~4~ #112, June &, 4 poms, from Beirut 


could most properly be pordacted directly between 
him and Lebanese atithorities. 
, Repeated to Algiers for Murphy. 


Pi WADSWORTH 
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CROSS-REFERENCE FILE 


NOTE 


SUBJECT Greeks gives the impression that the 'ebanon Conference 
and Pepandreon Government were received in Greece with 
widespread approval. 


For ‘the original paper from which reference is taken 


See M61. #3456,.LOpm mmtceweenenennnnemereneneenenanntan mene nmeanmenenanacennnnes 


(Despatch, telegram, instruction, letter, etc.) 


Dated June 10, 1944 Mor Turkey (Istanbul ) 
Wiha: Bis BO reece este owen , 4 
©. 8. COVSRNNENT PRINTING OFYICK 1—1540 y 
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED 


BE Beirut a 
Tais telegram must be 
closely paraphrased beFROM Dated September 12, 1942 


fore being communicated SEP 1- 194 
to anyone. (SC) Rec'd 1:28 pep tea a, wy fy 
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LORRY (4, : 
Secretary of State ae: ip ane 


Vashington 





542, September 12, 11 Qeme 

I saw General de Gaulle yosterday. He bo an 
by discussing again American policy as roerards 
Free France on the one hand and Vichy Trance on 


79h, 21/6376 F. 


ov! 
’ 
ao” the other, Little new je croi/ beyond what I have 
wt already reported in are Sestember - 10 pem. 


but my impression is that he wanted to call my attention 


v¥v9/10°3068 


, £0 the passage in his broadcast speech of September 
8 which was probably meant for United States and 
which in translation reads as follows; 

"Trerefore France considers as false friends 


certain persons in the world who are »yleased with 





Zv6l12 das 


her defeat and cultivate those who betrayed her; 


who instcad should be shouting to her the only thing 


4 


which might save her: Rise up, here are arms} " 
W Two, As concerns Gnplish war operations in 
Po Madagascar, ne said he was quite satisficd to have 
aH? British act as they are doing if they lived up to 


tne terms of an agreement very recently signed 


with 


sway sEIEOPTON 


-2- $342, September 12, 11 asm. from Botrut 
with French National Conmittec. He also said ho had 
someone in mind to appoint as Frec French Governor 
of the island as soon as all resistance is overcome. 
He had received advice from British forty-eight 
hours before actual operations began and said it 
was distinct improvement ovcr past. 

Three. As to development of Franco-British 

. Wenner here de Gaulle was much less catczoric 
than herctoforc. His conversations wit © .ilkic 
on tenth may have had their cffect. (On these latter 
I shall not attempt to report as he is doubtless 
doing so himself and I was not present at all of 
them). De Gaulle did indicate he envisaged solution 
satisfactory to himsolf as he thought British them- 
selves would recognize their actions were indcfensiblo 
now that they had been brought to light. He added 
that scttlement must be rcached. He said Genoral 
Catroux who left for Egypt yesterday to visit 
Free French troops there would see General Alexander 
but probsbly would not see Caudy. Latter's principal 
assistant lHopkigson whe was in Beirut on ninth and 
tenth saw no French officials. De Gaulle said that 
in any case he had no intention of returning to 
BWmgland in near futures I asked him if he would make 
his 


~3~ #342, September 12, 11 a.m, from potbut 
his headquarters here. He roplied either here or 
in Africa. 
Repeated to Cairo, 
GUYNN 
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CROSS-REFERENCE FILE 


NOTE 


SUBJECT Regarding Turkish chrome and other products in Lebanon, 
Syria, India, and Iran. 


For the original paper from which reference is taken 


te | _ State Department 
9 Near Eastern Affaire 


File No. 740.001) B.W./ll-2243. 


eg 11848 
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CROSS-REFERENCE FILE 


NOTE 


SUBJECT Participation of Lebanon and Syria in United Nations 
Béucational and Cultural Organisations. 


Informs regarding -. 


— 


For the original paper from which reference is taken 


See Memorendmm - 
Despateh, telegram, instruction, letter, eta.) 
From 
Deted_ air 2a 1866 ___ in| ate pera 
(Kohler) 
File No. 800.42/fe74@_ 
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a-33, July ll, 4 Weiie 


Reference Legationts airgram now 4-20, May Lo, 
5 pem and May Political Review Item ITI-D-1 reqjard- ° 
ing Chinese recognition of Lebanon. 


The Legation has now learned that Shina has not 
yet definitively recognized Lebanon. The Prime ifinis- 
ter made his announcement to that effect in Parliament 
on May 9 only on the basis of an informal oral comnuni- 
cation from the Iraqi Minister who had just received 
instructions from his Government to inform the Lebanese 
Government of Chinats willingness to extend recomnition.e 


As stated personally by the Iraqi liinister, ‘ahs in 
Kadry, the facts of the matter are these: 


On May 5, 1944, he received a telegram fron his 
Government instructing him to tranamit to the Lesanese 
Government China's reply to the Lebanese Prime iiinis~ 
ter's informal overtures on the subject to the Cuinese 
Minister at Baghdad. ts 

The essence of tne Chinese messnge was as f§)lo 
"Tf the Lebanese Government will guarantee China noge 
favored nation treatment, the latter wil! ty of ap 

a 





matter of recognition with every probability ax 
favorable responses” 


On May 9 the Iraqi ‘linister told the Lebanece Prime 
Minister of this message (on the basis of which the lat- 
ter made his incorrect announcement of the same day in 
Parliament) and, on Nay 10, addressed a note to the Le- 
banese Government officially transmitting the messages 


On May 16 


-2~- #4-33, July 11, 4 pem., from Beirut 


- @ 


On May 16, 1944, the Lebanese Goverment replied, 
accepting the Chinese condition. The Iraqi Minister 
transmitted this reply to his own Government a i ew 
days later, 


On June 3, 1944, he sent the same note to the 
Syrian Government at Damascus, which, however, did 
not reply until July 5, also accepting the Chinese 
condition. On July 6, the Minister sent this reply 
to his Goveriument. 


Meantime, the Chinese Government had been await- 
ing the Syrian reply before taking further action on 
thet of Lehanon and had twice approached the Iraqi Gov- 
ernment to ascertain the réason for the delay. 


Since he has now fovwarded the Syrian reply, the 
Iraqi Minister feels that Chinese recognition will be 
forthcoming in the near future. 
Copies sent by pouch to Damascus, Baghdad, Cairo, 
Jedda and Algiers (2) for Murphy. 
~ VIADSVIORTH 
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recognition «’ the Lebanese Republic by Brazil (my 
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Late in 1942 this Government extended limited 


@* 3068 


recognition to the Syrian and Lebanese Governments A\y 

(reference your 2555, auly 17, 5 pach “by oatihishing wal 

Legations at Beirut and Damascus and accrediting to 

those Governments a Diplomatic Agent, a rank customarily 

0 used in the case of semi-independent States, 

i b y f This Government is prepared to extend full recognition 

gf nd to the Syrian and Lebanese Governments as soon as it is 
satisfied that those Governments are in possession of 
substantial governing powers and are in a position to 
fulfill the obligations and responsibilities incumbent 
upon a sovereign state under treaties and international 
law. Since the independence of the Levant States is 
rapidly being implemented by the transfer to the local 
Governments of effective control of governmental functions, 
it is the Department's expectation that full recognition 
may soon be extended to them, 


a 
Sasa 


a 


vyyLi-L/! 


PREPARING OFFICE TO BE TRANSMITTED 





WILL INDICATE WHETHER . SECRET 

| TELEGRAM SENT see 

Sede Se ee RESTRICTED 

Wepartment — 

Age of State RESTRICTED 
Coarge to. ’ wi a WwW ashington, * 


¢ 


With regard to this Government's attitude toward 
Syria and Lebanon reference is made to instruction 
no. 5376, December 9, 1943 and Press Release of 
November 29, 1941 contained in Department of State 
Bulletin no. 127 of that date. 
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The Department expects in the near future to announce this 
Government's full recognition of the independence of Syria and 
Lebanon (REDEPTEL 2278, Maly an SY ms) and to accredit to 
Governments of those States an Envoy Extraordinary and Minister 
Plenipotentiary. 

The French have already been informed, and you are authorized, 
in your discretion, to inform the local authorities in confidence 
and on the understanding that no publicity will result pending 
official announcement in Washington. 
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rut, Lebanon, 
July 18, 1944. 
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In my telegram no. 143 of July 15, 2 p.m. I had 
the honor to refer to a meeting of the Beirut Diplo- 
matic Corps held on July 12 to consider inter alla a 

o | note of July 7. addressed to the Iraqi Minister by the 

p* | Chief of the Diplomatic Bureau of the French Delega- 
74 tion General. In this note the surprising statement 
— ) was made that the Delegation of Iran in Beirut pos- 
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71" gessed the rank of a legation and that its cnief had 
! Been "accredited near this Delegation General as Min- 
| _4ster Plenipotentiary and Envoy Extraordinary". 
t io ; 
wt \ qiont The meeting had been called by the Dean of the 
| " 1.5 ; “horps, British Minister Sir Edward Spears, at the in- 
( OF Hance of the Iraqi Minister, Tansin Bey Kadri, who 


ok the position that the Corps should not permit the 
atement in question to go uncnallenged. He argued 
substance: 


i That in 1941 the Free Frencn had proclaimed Le- 
banon to be an independent republic; 


, Tat a number of countries nad since recognized 
é jit as such, five among them (Great Britain, Belgiun, 

. dhe United States, Egypt and Iraq, in the order named) 
| / eving establisned legations in Beirut under chiefs 

A , of mission duly accredited near the Lebanese Govern- | 


| | / nt; 


rs 
| Minister Plenipotentiary) who bore a letter from wa.) 
\ his Foreign Minister to the Lebanese Foreign Minister ©’. 
' introdueing him as "Delegdte*® and whose avowed chief «° 
‘task was to report to his government regarding the 
situation in Lebanon with particular reference to the 
- question as to how and in what form Iran might best 
extend recognition of Lebanese independence; 


ae 


= | That Iran nad not recognized Lebanese indepen- ; 
nce but instead had despatched to Beirut a member eo 


its diplomatic service (holding the personal rank 


REE 


That, whatever the reservations the Free rrendk 
had had in mind when oe ae ‘oartese independence, 
they nad not in fact limited either’ thé sovereign rignt 
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of third countries to accredit diplomatic representa- 
tives to Lebanon or that of Lebanon to receive them; 


That, consequently, the only interpretation he 
could logically place on the Delegation General's 
statement in question was that the Free French repre- 
sentative in Lebanon pretended to possess, independent- 
ly of the Lebanese Government, the right to receive 
diplomatic representatives, in somewhat the same man- 
ner as, under the Mandate, the French Government had 
possessed the rignt to grant exequators to foreign con- 
sular officers appointed to serve in Lebanon; 


That for such a pretention there was no precedent 
in international law or practice; and that to acknow- 
ledge it was to acknowledge that the Free French pos- 
sessed sovereign rights in and over Lebanon, because 
the right to receive diplomatic representatives was 
exclusively a right of sovereignty; 


And, finally, that, as none of the foreign govern- 
ments which had accredited Soe representatives 
near the Lebanese Government had recogized or, in his 
opinion, could properly recognize that the Free French 
possessed such (or, in fact, any other) sovereign right 
in Lebanon, it benoved their representatives, gathered 
together in diplomatic conclave, to take formal excep- 
tion to such Free French pretention. 


Before proceeding further, I should, I believe, 
explain the circumstances under which the Delegation 
General's note in question came to be written. They 
Were as follows: 


Qur Egyptian‘colleague, Ahmed Ramzi Bey, who had 
held the position of Chargé d'affaires ad interim since 
Egyptian recognition last October of Lebanese indepen- 
dence, had been recalled to occupy a government post 
in Egypt. We, his four colleagues, chiefs of mission, 
wished to make him a small farewell present in token 
of our esteem. 


Ramzi Bey accepted with pleasure but suggested 
that it might be courteous to afford General Beynet, 
the French Delegate General, an opportunity to associ- 
ate himself therein "in his diplomatic capacity". Our 
Iraqi colleague, who had assumed the responsibility 
for the purchase and marking of the present, a silver 
salver, put the question informally to General Beynet's 
Secretary General, Monsieur Binoche, and later wrote 
him a brief personal note enclosing a sketch of the 
proposed salver with its suggested inscription. A 
copy of this note is enclosed. 


The reply was the above-mentioned formal note of 
July 7 (copy also enclosed) signed by the Chief of the 
Delegation General's Diplomatic Bureau. It noted that 
the name of Monsieur Moased (the Iranian Delegate) had 
been omitted from the list of proposed donors and, as 


ca2uss 
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cause for holding that "this omission (oubli) should 
be corrected", made the surprising statement in ques- 
tion. 


Discussion thereof in our Diplomatic Corps meet- 
ing elaborated upon the Iraqi Minister's exposition 
of his reasons for holding that formal exception there- 
to should be taken by the Corps. We were in general 
agreoment and, consequently, charged the Dean with pre- 
senting the matter orally to the Acting Delegate Gener- 
al, Monsieur Chataimeau, in General Beynet's temporary 
absence in Algiers. 


A copy of the Minutes of our meeting is enclosed. 
In its Annex A will be found an outline of the repre- 
sentations General Spears was to make. In particular, 
he was to ask "whether this statement of the Bureau 
Diplomatique represents in fact the considered opin- 
ion of the Delegation General", 


General Spears was charged also with speaking on 
behalf of the Corps with the Iranian Delegate (please 
see Annex C of the enclosed Minutes). He was to out- 
line our views in the matter and to hand to Monsieur 
Moazed a copy of the Delegation General's note with 
the request that he be good enough to let us have his 
views thereon in writing. 


General Spears duly discharged this double mis- 
sion and in a letter dated July 14 (copy of which is 
also enclosed) informed me of its upshot. Briefly, 

msieur Moazed “was much upset at having been placed 
so awkward a position" and begged General Spears 
to use his influence "to induce them (the Iranian Gov- 
ernment) to recognize the Lebanese Republic". And 
Monsieur Chataigneau seemed “considerably shocked at 
everything" in the Diplomatic Bureau's note. 


Personally, I expected that these would be the 
reactions of Messrs. Moazed and Chataigneau, and I be- 
lieve both to be sincere, for botn are diplomats of 
career and have shown themselves to be loyal collea- 
gues in the past. But Chataigneau, since even before 
the Franco-Lebanese crisis of last November, has been 
little more than a facade for the Delegation General's 
most influential organ, the Cabinet Politique to which 
the Chief of the Diplomatic Bureau is subordinate. 
Chataigneau, quite naturally, had no knowledge of the 
note; but it is beyond belief that it had not received 
the careful consideration and approval of the Cabinet. 


And, when I recall the repeated efforts made by 
Monsieur Tixier in the late summer of 1942 to induce 
the Department to solicit Free French agrément of my 
own appointment to this post, I do not feel that I 
have e rated in entitling this despatch: “Appar- 
ent Pree French Pretention to Right to Receive (inde- 
pendentiy of the Lebanese Government) Diplomatic Re- 
presentatives Accredited to the French Delegation Gen- 
eral in Beirut.* 


Two 
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Two other recent acts of the Frencn National Com- 
mittee, reported in my telegram no. 112 of Jume 8, 4 
Pem.e, may also be recalled in this comection. Both 
smack somewhat of similar proprietorship and preten- 
tion. The first was its action of last May in instruct- 
ing its representative in London to inform the Polisn 
Government that it no longer perceived objection to tne 
appointment of a Polisn Minister to Syria and Lebanon. 
And the second was its raising with the Lebpanese Govern- 
ment in Jume the question of Soviet recomition of the 
two states. 


The other subject--Consular Masses~-considered by 
the Diplomatic Corps (see Annex B of the enclosed Min- 
utes) is another story which was, I believe, adequate- 
ly treated in my telegram under reference. 


Respectfully yours, 


i 


Ge 6 Wadsworth 


Enclosures? 

1) Copy of personal note from 
Tahsin Bey Kadri, Iraqi Min- 
ister, to Monsieur Binoche, 
French Secretary General, 
June 20, 1944; 

2) Copy of formal note from 
Chief of Delegation General's 
Diplomatic Bureau to Tahsin 
Bey Kadri,’ July 7, 1944; 

3) Copy of Minutes of a Meeting 
6f the Diplomatic Body held 
at British Legation, Beirut, 
on July 12, 1944; with three 
annexes; 

4) Copy of letter from British 
Minister Sir Edward L. Spears, 
July 14, 1944. 


Original and hectograph to Department 


Distributions: 
The Honorable Robert D. Murphy, Algiers; 
American Representation, Algiers; 
American Legations, Baghdad, Damascus 
and Teheran. 
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Ain MAIL Enclosure No. 1 to Despatch No. 445, dated July 
more » 1944, from American Legation, Beirut, Lebanon, 
re French Pretention to Right to Receive Diplo- 
matic Representatives 


LEGATION ROYALE D' [RAK 
Beyrouth, Liban. 
le Juin 1944 


Cher Monsieur Binoche, 

Me référant A notre conversation, j'ai l'honneur 
de vous remettre ci-joint wm dessin du croquis du plat 
qui sera effert & Monsieur Ahmed Ramzy Bey, & l'occa- 
sion de son transfert en Egypte, et vous prie de bien 
vouloir prendre avis de Son Excellence le Général Bey-~ 
net pour approbation. 

Veuillez agréer, cher Monsieur Binoche, mes salu- 
tations distinguées. 

Votre devoué 


Sgd: T. Kadri 


Copy of “dessin du croquis*. 
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Enclosure No. 2 to Despaten No. 445 dated Jul: 
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AIR MAIL 18, 1944, from American Legation, Beirut, Lovoanon 
a ¥ a 2 s 2 


re French Pretontion to Riznt to Receive Diplomatic 


Reoresontatives 


DELEGATION GENERALS DE ew hANCE 
AU LEVANT 


Bureau Diplomatique 
Beyroutn, le 7 juillet 1944 


5213 


Monsieur le Ministre, 


Par une lettre on date dv 20 juin derniocr, vous 
avez bien voulu comnuniquer A ii. Binoche, pour &tre 
soumis au Général, le croquis de plat qui sera offort 
AM. Ahmed Ramzi boy & l'occasion de son départ de 
Beyroutn. 


J'ai l'honneur de vous faire connafitre que le 
Gén6ral s'associera trs volontiors au goste de court- 
oisie que les Chefs des Missions diplomatiques aceréd- 
{tées au Levant se proposent de faire A l'4rurc de leur 
ancien collague. 


Toutefois, 11 2 6t& constaté que il. Moazed parais- 
sait avoir 6t& tenu A ltécert de la manifestation pro- 
jetéo. Bien entendu, la Délégation de 1'Iran ayant 
rang de Légation, et son chef ayant &té accrédité var 
le Gouvernement Inpérial, auprds de cotte Délégution 
Générale, en qualité de iMinistre Plénipotentiairo et 
d'Envoy$ Extraordinaire, cot oubli serait & r&parer. 

Pour tenir compte de cette remarque ainsi que 
des positions respectives de droit et de fait dos 
souscripteurs, l'inscription que vous avez bien voulu 
proposer serait A modifier de la maniére suivante: 


& 
AHMED RAMZY 


"on t4émoignace d'testime et de sympathie 
de la part du Général d'Armée BEYNET, 
pDélégué Général de France au Levant, 
et du Corps Diplomatique (ou "des Chef's 
des Missions Diplomatiques") de Beyrouth. 


E.L. SPEARS T. KADRY 
M. MOAZED G. WADSWORTH 
G. DELCOIGNE 

Juin 1944" 


Veuillez agréer, Monsieur le Ministre, les as- 
surances de ma haute considération. 


Le Chef du Bureau Diplomatique 
(Signé) VALERY 


Monsieur Tansin Kadry, 
Ministre Plénipotentiasire d'Iraq. 


AIR MAIL Enclosure No. 3 to Despatcn No. 445, dated July 
18, 1944, from American Legation, Beirut, Lebanon, 
re French Pretention to Right to Receive Diplomatic 

Representatives 





Present: 
Major General Sir E. Spears Great Britain Doyen. 
Tansin Bey Qadri Iraq. 
Mr. George Wadsworth United scates of America. 
Monsieur Delcoigne Belgium. 


In attendance: 


Mr. G. MacKeretn Counsellor Britisn 
Legution. 


The meeting was called at the suggestion of the 
Iraqi Minister to consider (1) a letter addressed to 
him by the Bureau Diplomatique of the Frencn Déléga- 
tion Générale ( copy attached); (2) the attitude to be 
adopted by the Diplomatic Body in respect of the French 
invitation to attend a Messe Consulaire on July 14th 
and (3) the precedent created by the reference in the 
letter mentioned in sa anoye to the accreditation of 
Monsieur Moazed to the 1légation as a Diplomatic re- 
presentative of the Persian Government. 


It was unanimously agreed that the Doyen should, 
in the name of the Diplomatic Body, seek an interview 
with M. Chataigneau, Acting Dé1égué Général, and speak 
to him on the lines of Annex A to these Minutes. 


It was also agreed that the Doyen should see Mon- 
sieur Moazed and speak to him on the lines of Annex B. 


It was agreed that the Doyen at his interview 
with M. Chataigneau snould speak to him on the lines 
of Annex C. 


The Minutes and Annexes to be circulated to mem- 
bers of the Diplomatic Body. 


The meeting was closed at 2:30 p.m. 


: Annex A to 
AIR MAIL Enclosure No. 3 to Despatcn No. 445, dated July 


18, 1944, from American Legation, Beirut, Lebanon, 
re Frenen Pretention to Right to Receive Diplomatic 
Representatives 


My colleague the Iraqi Minister has drawn the at- 
tention of the Diplomatic Body to a letter, No. 52/13 
of July 7th, addressed to him by the Bureau Diplomati- 
que of the Frencn Délégation Générale. 


Several points arise: 


(1) The Diplomatic Body were wmable to agree to 
the form of words for the inscription on the plate which 
they proposed to give to their ex-colleague, Ahned Ram- 
zi Bey. 


(2) The Diplomatic Body feels bound to record its 
astonishment at the statement contained in the third 
paragraph of this letter. It fails to understand on 
what ground it can be maintained that Mr. Moazed has 
been accredited as Minister Plenipotentiary and Envoy 
to the Frencn Délégation Générale in the independent 
Republic of the Lebanon. The Diplomatic body desires 
to learn whether this statement of the Burcau Diplo- 
matique represents in fact the considered opinion of 
the Délégation Générale. The Persian Government not 
having recognised the independence of the Lebanese He- 
public, its representation in the Lebanon cannot, in 
our view, which it is understood is shared by the Le- 
banese Government, enjoy diplomatic status. If the 
point of view expressed in this letter were unfortu- 
nately maintained, there would appear to my colleagues 
afid to myself to be no choice but to refer the matter 
to the Lebanese Government, who are naturally intimate- 
ly concerned. : 


(3) It is a matter of astonishment to us to find 
that by a letter from the Bureau Diplomatique to one 
of us, the position "de droit et de fait® of Mr. Moazed 
should be asserted vis-a-vis of the Diplomatic Body, 
and that the Bureau Diplomatique should furthermore 
have resorted to the extraordinary measure of laying 
down the form of words that should be used in a pre- 
sentation to be made by us to a colleague. 


(4) We do not intend to include Mr. Moazed's name 
in the inseription. Should General Beynet, as we 
should wish, still desire to be included in this ges- 
ture to an ex-colleague the inscription would be meain- 
tained in the form of words originally agreed unani- 
mously by the Diplomatic Body. If, on the other hand, 
the formula is not acceptable to General Beynet, the 
plate will be presented to- Ahmed Ramzi bey by us, his 
four @iplomatic colleagues chef de poste. It is pro- 
posed that the plate should merely con ain the facsim- 
iles of the signatures of the donors with no reference 
to their titles. 


\ a 


Annex B to 
Enclosure No. 3 to Despatch No. 445, dated July 
18, 1944, from American Legation, Beirut, Lebanon, 
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AIR MAIL 
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My colleagues in the Diplomatic Body have asked 
me to show you this letter addressed by the Bureau 


Diplomatique of the French Délégation Générale to the 
Iraqi Minister. 


They have asked me to bring to your particular 
attention the statement made in the third paragraph, 
namely that you are accredited near the Frencn Déléga- 
tion Générale (not to the Government of the Lebanese 
Republic) in the quality of Minister Plenipotentiary 
and Envoy Extraordinary; and that your delegation pos- 
sesses the status of a Legation. Also that your "po- 
sition de droit et de fait" vis-A-vis of the members 
of the Diplomatic Body is one of precedence after my- 
self and Tansin bey Qadri and before that of Mr. Wads- 
worth and Monsieur Delcoigne. 


My colleagues have asked me to ascertain your 
views on these three assertions of the Bureau Diplo- 
matique. They would appreciate it if you would commit 
your views to writing, and to this end, I hand you a 
copy of the letter in question. 


Our view is, of course, that no diplomatic repre- 
sentative can properly hold office in this country un- 
less accredited near the Lebanese Government, nor can 
his office properly be termed a Legation unless he 

ewere so accredited. We do not recognise the Déléga- 
tion Générale as possessing the right to receive dip- 
lomatic representatives. Sucn a right would certainly 
be contested by the Lebanese Government. 


Annex C to 
AIR MAIL Enclosure No. 3 to Despatch No. 445, dated July 
18, 1944, from American Legation, Beirut, Lebanon, 
re French Pretention to Right to Receive Diplomatic 
Representatives 


sane ae 


The Diplomatic Body, having ascertained that the 
Lebanese Government will not be represented ab the 
Consular Mass on July 14th, has decided that they will 
likewise abstain, and will not be represented. It is 
evident that by attending this celebration in present 
circumstances they could not but offend Lebanese sus- 
ceptibilities. 


2. Our view is that the Messe Consulaire is 4 re- 
ligious celebration essentially o enchn domestic con- 
cern and without international character in so far as 
concerns the members of the Diplomatic Body accredited 
near the Government of Lebanon. For instance, foreign 


representatives no longer attend the Messe Consulaire 
in Egypt, Palestine or Iraq. 


3- It goes without saying that on = occasion 
when a French national celebration takes place, con- 
secrated by a religious ceremony, other than a sse 

aire, the Diplomatic Corps will be deligh ° 
a . 


4. We welcome the opportunity afforded by the 
reception of the afternoon of July 14th to pay our 
respects to the Dé1é6 Général as representative of 
our gallent French Allies, on France's national day. 


AIR MAIL Enclosure No. 4 to Despatch No. 445, dated July 
18, 1944, from American Legation, Beirut, Lebanon, 
re French Pretention to Rignt to Receive Diplomatic 
Representatives 


BRITISH LEGATION 
Beirut 


14th July, 1944. 


Private and Personal 


My dear Colieague, 


I have acquitted myself of the mission entrusted 
to me by the Diplomatic Body on July 12th. 


I saw Mr. Moazed that afternoon and told him of 
our point of view, speaking practically verbatim on 
the lines we agreed. I treated him with the greatest 
possible courtesy as 9 member of the Diplomatic Pro- 
fession, but left nim in no possible doubt as to our 
meaning. I gathered he was completely unaware of the 
whole matter and was much upset at having beon placed 
in so awkward a position by the Frencn bureau Diplomat- 
ique. He completely agreed with us that there covld 
not be any question of his being accredited to the 
Délégation Générale, and that, not being accredited to 
the Lebanese Government, nis Delegation was not a Lega- 
tion. 


The upshot was that he begged me to use what in- 
fluence I could bring to bear on the Persian Govorn- 
ment to induce them to recognise the Lebanese Republic. 

2. I had already asked for an appointment with 
Monsieur Chataigneau when I heard unofficially that 
General Beynet had returned. As, howevor, Madame Val- 
éry's lettor was written while M. Chataigneav was Act- 
ing Délégué Général, I decided I would maintain my ap- 
pointment with him. On the whole, as he 1s receptive 
and is in the atmosphere of this place, he was probably 
the better choice in any case. 


I discussed with him the two points we dealt with. 
He was not aware of the original contact betwoen Tansin 
Bey Qadri and M. Binoche or of Madame Valéry's answer. 
I gave him a faithful account of what we had decided 
to say and my impression was that he was considerably 
shocked at everything contained in Madame Valéry's 
letter. 


3. I then discussed the Consular Mass question 
with him and told him what our views were on this, em- 
phasising the friendly nature of the last paragraph of 
our Minute on this subject. Having delivered my mes- 
sage I amplified somewnat the subject of how glad we 
should always be to attend a purely religious ceremony, 
and speaking off the record and as myself alone I de-~ 
veloped the theme of the unwiddom of emphasising the 


subject 
Mr. George Wadsworth, 
American Consul Genoral and Diplomatic Agent, 
American Legation, Beirut. 


Mum MAIL. 
5h 
(Rme. No. 4, Despatch No. 445, July 18, 1944, 
Beirut) 


subject of Messes Consulaires in this country at this 
moment. I had the distinct impression that M. Cnat- 
aigneau did not disagree with my point of view. 


Lastly, and speaking again purely on my own re- 
sponsibility, I told him that I trusted he would make 
quite certain that no diplomatic gaffe by the Déléga- 
tion was committed by giving precedence to Ii. Moazed, 
before any of my diplomatic colleagues. I told him 
that nothing of the kind could be accepted by the 
Diplomatic Body. 


Beligwe me, 
My dear Colleague, 
Yours very sincerely, 


(s) E. L. Spears 
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Washington. 
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Department's 2278f July 24, 8 p.m. 
fhe Foreign Office informa me that they propose 
te designate their Consul at Beirut as Charge Bayrraires, 
Yat plan no (repeat no) similar action in Syria for. 
time being. 
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AIRGRAM SENT ee SECHET 
Department af State RESTRICTED 
NO..A-50 __ 
Washington, 
TIME]L1: 30. am August 4, 1944 
AMLEGATION 


BEIRUT (LEBANON) 


A recent approach to the Brazilian Government by Lebanese deputy 
Wadih Achcar regarding Brazilian recognition of the Lebanese Republic 
led to an inquiry by the Brazilian Foreign Office of our Embassy at 
Rio as to the form of recognition extended to Lebanon by this Govern- 
ment. 


The Department informed the Embassy of the limited recognition 
extended to Syria and Lebanon by this Government late in 1942 by the 
establishment of Legations at Beirut and Damascus, of this Government's 
willingness to extend full recognition to those Governments as soon as 
they possess sufficient governing powers to fulfill the responsibilities 
and ara ag encumbent upon a sovereign state, and of the Department's 
expectation that full recognition might soon be extended in view of the 
rapid transfer to the local Governments of effective control of govern- 
mental functions. 


The = pp Sageeteo has subsequently been informed that the Brazilian 
Foreign Office proposes to designate its Consul at Beirut as Chareé, 


but that no immediate action of a similar nature is contemplated with 
respect to Syria. 
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if 192, August 26, 1 Poe, (he airtowe OMe" eit ) . 

,* fhe Minister for Foreign Affairs told me last 


to ask m to express thobgovf to the American Govern- 
\v ment that the United States would find it possible 
* »\ without fuethsr delay to give full recognition to 
a? ie the infxpendener of Syria and the Lebanon and to 
raise ow Qiplematic representations in those two 


q/ evening that the Iraqi Government had requested him 
\ 
b 


countries to planipotentiary Icgetions. His govern- 
went was convinerd that continurd failure on the 

part of the Augrican Govergmrnt to take such action 
woulé tend to discourage any progre ssive prebsi to 
the Iebaneet end Syrians in their strugei« to obtein 

full dinds pendence » The Iraq’ Gove rsennt is — =~ | 








~2-#1092, August 26, 1 pem. (SECTION ONE OF TWO) from 
Baghdad via Army 

to authorize him to make the suggestion that at this 
particular juncture American recognition would be of 
great assistance. | 

The Minister added that the Arabs in this arra 
are hoping that the American Government would not 
permit itself to condone any kind of a great power 
bargain in accordance with which France would be 
given a free hand to exact from Syria and Lebanon 
an agreement giving it ea special position in those 
countries. Any endsavor by France to obtain such 
a position could be motivated only by an imperialistic 
psychology -.a desire to benefit France economically 
or otherwise by a curtailment of the liberty of the 
local population. France cannot even pretend that 
4t requires such a position in order to be able to 
defend vital interests in this ores gince there is 
no factor in the Middle East any more vital to the 
security of France or the Prench Empire than to that 
of any other great. Rowers, 
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to anyone. (SECRET) Rec'd 12:55 p.m. 


Secretary of State 
Washington 


192, August 26, 1 p.m. (SECTION TWO ) 

The continued failure of the United States to give 
full recognition to Syria and the Lebanon is creating an 
impression in certain circles that the United States has 
not as yet decided to apply the principles of the Atlantic 
Charter to this area and that it is showing irresolution 
in facing the Middle East. 

The Minister added that his government was also 
hopeful that the great enlightened powers including 
the United States whould not be unmindful of the position 
and aspirations of the Arabs in North Lfrica many of 
whom for several generations have been reduced by French 
imperialistic policy to the inferior status of colonials. 
Further French attempts to Gallicize Bhiese people would 
wesult in their eventwalky betomjng heither French nor 
Lyabian in the loss of their cultural and racial iden- 
tity end in their degragation ahd “Wegenration. - 

Paraphrases by courier to Beirut and Catro.- 
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Please inform the Foreign Minister that this Government appre- 
 glates and has taken good note of the views of the Iraqi Government 
regarding United States recognition of the independence of Syria 
and Lebanon REURTEL 192, August 26, 1 p. m 

For your information, the decision to extend such recognition 
had already been made and the preliminaries are now in course. 
For obvious reasons this cannot now be communicated to the Iraqi 
Government, but the Department will inform you promptly when it is 


possible to do so, 
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SUBJECT Informs United States Government is not 
prepared to recognise any privileged position 
for France in Syria and Lebanon. 
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upon American authorities. Submits infor- 
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DIVISION OF 
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ot/ approciate the information contained in tho 
6 ° second paragraph of Dopartmont's 156 Septembor 5 
quit and venture to express tho hope that Departmont will 
keep the Chincse Govornnont currontly informed of its 


pions for recognition so that China may be ablo to 
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follow a perallel policy» 





- 4 Chinese Minister, rosident in Tohran and accrodited 
‘here as well as Chinese Charge in Baghdad have on 


several cocasions expressed the hope that tho United 


ww 
States will inform China in advance in case 4t decides 5 
mm 
to recognize ‘Syria and the Lebanon» = 
scien wish Utecaicsiada al cea pd 
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Departnont '4/156 of September 5, 1944, may, in your discretion, 


= te veing fastructed to inform the re Governuent of this pro- 
: yeoos action. 
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The information eontained in the last paragraph of the 


be communicated to the Iraqi authorities in confidence and on 
the understanding that no publicity will result pending official 
announcement in Washington. The French have already been informed. 
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enee with the Syrien Minister of Foreign Affairs and the 
Lebanese Minister of Foreign Affairs. 
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Afghan Government. 
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Secretory of State, 






Washington. 


681, September 11, 
POR THE UNDERSECRETAR 


Following was handed me today for my approval 2 

which I have given subject to my comment contained ~ 

in last paragraph of this telegram: Oo 
"In line with your suggestion of my feeling wy, . 

free to communicate direct with you where occasion 

wee arises, I om sending you this cable. oa 

exe f% hove just come from a brief visit to Damascus ; 
20 ‘ 


and Beirut where I had long talks with Wadsworth 
« , - 
a yp * pee sident Bayard Dodge, Prime Minister Jabi of Syria, 





President of Chamber Foris Bey Elkhouri and others. 
I hope you can get the Socubsents despite his other SEP 7» 
responsibilities, not to delay granting full recog= a 
nition to Igbanon and Syria. Prompt action clong 
this line will do 3 things: . 


tong. Support the President's own policy 


expressed to ee 





-2Q=f681, September 11,-5 pemey from Tehran via Army 


expressed to me last Septenber that France could 
live up to its promise of giving reol inde pe nde nce 
to these two countries. 

woe Help revive American préstige in the 
Near East and throtighout the Arnb worlds As you 
know this pre stige was unfavorebly affected recently 
vy the Palestine planks in the Republican ond 
Democratic platforms « 

"Three. Gain enthusiastic ond virtually 
unanimous support of over 100,000 Americon citizens 
of Lebanese and Syrian descent who live in the 
United States. 

Need I soy more". 

If the Department desires Hoskins to continue 
activity of the nature eet forth in the above telegram, 
I perceive no ob jection thereto and indeed there may 
be some utility in it providing that the status of 
Hoskins as special assistant to the American Anbassador 
at Telhpan be withdrawn. In my opinion political 
activity in neighboring countries is incompatible 
with, the. possession of diplomatic status in Irane 
fhe Iranion Government would soon come to know of 


Hoskins! contacts 


-~3af681, September 11, 5 Pome, from Tehran via Army 


Hoskinst contacts with personalities in the surrounding 
countries and would almost certainly put a sinister 
interpretation thereon. I would find it difficult 

to exploin why 4 subordinate member of my diplomatic 
mission should be engaged in such worke I have discussed 
this with Hoskins who understands my viewpoint and has 
expressed his willingness to give up his diplomatic 
stotus here if the Department desires him to continue 
his former type of activity. On my side, I do not 
wish to put ao stumbling block in the way of Hoskins! 
utility to the State Department but I firmly be lieve 
that he should not place either himself or my mission 
here in an embarrassing position which might be coused 
merely by the fact of his official connection with this 
“Embassye Hoskins had desired that his telegram, vhich 
4s the subject of this communication should be trans~ 
mitted to Beirut, Damascus, Algiers and Cairo, but I 
have declined to do so in view of the circumstance Se 
Incidentally [éskins tells me that Wadsworth was 
present at the interview with Prime Minister Jabi 
although this fact is not mentioned in Hoskins’ 


te le Gray 
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Please inform Hoskins that while Sum DEPT appreciates 
the views forwarded to the Undersecretary in URTEL 68) 
September 1], political activity in neighboring countries 
48 incompatible with hie status in Iran. Under his present 
assignment it is necessary for him to confine himself to 
his stipulated duties on MESC and as a member of your staff. 
DEPT attaches particular importance to these duties at the 


present time. 
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If the Dept. desires Hoskins to continue activity of the 

nature set forth in the above tel. I rerceive fo objection 
thereto and indeed there may be some utility in 4t vnroviding that 
the atatus of Hosking as S.A. to the Am. Ambass. at Tehran be 
withdrawn. In my opinion political activity in neighboring 
countries is incompatible with the possession of diplo. status 

in Iran. The Iranian Gov. would soon come to know of Hoskins 's 
contacts with personalities in gurrounding countries and would 
put a sinister interpretation thereon. I woule find it é@4ifficult 
to explain why a subordinate member of my diplo. mission should. 
be enpared in such work. I have discusses this with Hoslins 
who understands my viewpoint and has express his willingness to 
give up hia diplo. status here if Dept. desires him to continue 
his former type of activity. On my side I do not wish to put a 
atumbling block in the way of Hoskins utility to the Dept. but 
believe that he should not nlace wither himself or my mission 
here in an enbarrasing position which might be caused merely 

by the fact of his officiaul connection vith this Embassy. 
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AIRGRAM SENT eens 


Department of State 


Washington, 


10:00A.M. 


CIRCULAR AIRGRAM 


RESTRICTED 


Secret 
NO. . 


Sub jeot: Recognition of Syria and Lebanon. 


To 


Certain American Diplomatic and Consular Officers. 


\ INFORMATION AIRGRAM. 
O For your seoret information only, this Government 
yD has decided to extend full and unconditional recognition 

44 to Syria and Lebanon, in consideration of the recent 
accelerated transfer of powerg from the French to the 
local regimes in both countries, which may now be 

: ~ considered as exercis full governmental powers. 

It is proposed to accredit a ister who will represent 

dwg the United States before both governments. The French 

is will not be informed of this action until receipt of 

~ , satisfactory Syrian and Lebanese replies. 
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I called M. Baudet today and confirmed to him that a decision 
had been taken to extend full re tion to the Republics of Syria 
| end Lebanon, as was stggested to by Mr. Alling their conver- 


| 





sation on September 7. 


M. Baudet asked whether we were seeking the approval of the 
French authorities. I told him that it was my understanding that 
we were simply giving them friendly advance notice on the assumption 
that there was no need for clearance with them since they were thenm- 
selves recei an Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary 
from the Republics of Syria and Lebanon and since other Powers had 
exchanged such representatives with these States. 


Me Baudet thanked me for this information and said that they 
would inform their "Government". 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


To the 
Officer in Charge of the American Mission, 


Beirut. 


The Secretary of State transmits he rewith for the 
4nformation of the Officer in Charge a4 copy of a memorandum 
of a conversation between officers of the Department and 
of the French Jelegation at Washington which took place on 
September 1g, 1944, regarding the decision of this Govern- 
to extend full recognition of the independence of Syria 


and Lebanon. 


closure: “ 
Memorandum of Conversation 


WinteO= 13s 1944 
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STATEMENT BY THE SECRETARY OF STATE REGARDING 
RECOGNITION BY THE UNITED STATES OF THE INDEPENDENCE 
OF SYRIA AND LEBANON 


The recognition by the United Stetes of the independence 
of Syria and Lebanon, by the eccrediting of an American Envoy 
Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary to the Governments 
of those countries, is a matter of gratification to the people 
and Government of the United States. 


063 
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The eventual right of Syria and Lebanon to independence 
was recognized by the terme of the Mendate entrusted to Franke, 
Since the proclamation issued at Damascus regarding the inde 
pendence of Syria and the proclamation issued at Beirut rercard—j 
ing the independence of Lebanon, in 1941, effective powers 
have been trensferred to the Governments of both countries, 
subject to the exigencies of war, In that process, French 
cooperation has been of great assistance. 


ee 


* 


I am confident that the free nations of Syria end Lebanon 
will play a helpful part in the cooperative task of interna- 
tional peace and progress which lies before ué. 


The rights of the United States and its nationale in 
Syria and Lebanon, 48 defined in the Convention between the 
United Statee end. France dated April 4, 1924, will remain 
unchanged pending the conclusion of new sccorde between the 
United States and Syria and Lebanon, respectively. The notes 
exchanged on this subject between thie Government and the 
Governments of Syria end Lebanon will be made public in the 
near future. 
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{VISION OF 
WEAR EASTERN AFFA 










gton. OO 
Cc 
, September 15, 6 p.m., (SECTION ONE) = 
During last week, Following return ‘to Beirut of O 
apears and Holmes, there has arisen in these countries ~ 
ae situation which in my view warrants your carful con~ " 
eideration. on 
| Spears tells me that recent Anglo-French conversations . 
in Lendon resulted in Ris receiving categoric instructions 
from Foreign Office to inform Syrian and Lebanese Govern- S 
\" mente Amme@iately on his return that Bats@eb Government a 
| doirty would favor conclusion of treaties between them and the 
“ BN ql French; were they to counter that tHe De Gaulliest regime 
«po does not possess capacity to conclude treaties he was 
to eay that while there was force in such argument it wae 
his government's view that negotiations might well be 
He was to explain that, Wigh approaching end of war 2S 
in Europe, Britieh Government feks.it highly des nN 







\saet position in Levant States should be trananisd, 
normal method of ending apts wes through tr 
that at Be 


ape /, / 4 


-2- #190, September 15, 6 p.m., (SECTION ONE), from Beirut 


‘that. 1t would be of na@vantage Ho local ~~ > wt | 
governments to know exactly where they stood with the 
French - in short, that Foreign Office had felt that time 
had come "to get things 4droned: out", that there was “no 
other way out, no other evolution but a treaty". 

Speare commented that Foreign Office view that in 
all thie there was no change in policy but only change of 
emphasis; previously London had favored conclusion of 
Franco-Levant treaties but “rather as a pious hope" where- 
as today it urges their early conclusion. 

He added “the French have gained a very great deal"; 
previously London was prepared to accept treaty relations 
acknowledging privileged position to France and to say 80 
publicly at any moment agreeable to the three parties 
(Syria, Lebanon and France) whereas now the French have 
obtained Foreign Office agreement to make such statement 
“at a propitious moment" without concurrence of Levant 
Governments; even now Eden might well say in House of 
Commons “we are very much in favor of treaty". 

Spears then eaid he had carried out his instructions 
to the letter.. He had talked af length with Lebanese 
Foreign Minister, briefly with Premier; and he had twice 
met. wath Syrian Président, first alone and then with his 
Premier and Foreign Minieter. Lehanese Foreign Minister 


he recounted 


“oy? 
I 4 
| a 


he recounted had shown foalm wisdom but firm oppdsition, 
saying: "You are asking, us to commit suiéide; not so 

long ago you set up an {ndependent. iebation; now you enggest 
action whieh would lead inevitably to its destruction". 
Premier was outraged. ‘Both stressed that no Moslem and 
only portion of Catholic Chrietian Lebanese would accept 
treaty and that for government even to negotiate would 
cause bitter echiem between communities and lead to break 
up of country, with predoninantly Moslem provinces join~ 
ing Syria. 

Syrian reaction had been even stronger. At our first 
meeting, Spears said, the President was appalled, "& veil 
fell between us*; he feared coercton and asserted Syrte 
would never eign with France any treaty it would not 
willingly conejude with other countries as well; at end 
jof last war French were jmpoeed on Syria, “Emir Faisale 
ee roate were the four lege of his chair whereas mine 

_ abe deep and the whole country is behind me". 

‘At second meeting, Speare continued, Syrian Foreign 
Minieter termed ae fercial any idea that French mandates 
ghould be converted into French protectorate; was not 
France unable to protest iteelf? And Premier was force 
fully indignant! Britain had only begun to gein Arab 

confidence; this 


~$- #190, Septcmber 15, 6 p.m., (SECTION ONE), from Beirut 


confidence; this would end ae hopes therefor; Syria 
“would knock at every door® for help; wires would go to 
King George, President Roosevelt and Marshall Stalin, 
“special eppeal to ite Arab neighbors and Jinnah in India 
would not be forgotten. | 
| Spears, I gathered, had only avoided further incensed 
comment by suggesting, rather to gain time thah because 
it might appease, that Lord Moyne was expected to visit 
him shortly when further discussion of problem might be 
had. , 

Tx.i6 morning I called on Lebanese Foreign Minister 
to del..ver invitation to international civil air conference 
(circular DEPTEL September 11 to Cairo). He was farth- 
rightly pleasca to redeive thie first invitation that 
L¢banon perticipate on a basis of sovereign equality with 
United Nations at a conference designed to lay one of 


fourdct*ton stones for post-war world, 
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£0C -592 Beirut 

This telegram must be 

closely paraphrased be- Dated September 15, 1944 

fore being communicated 

to anyonte (SECRET) Rec'd 1:15 pem. 16th 


Secretary of State, 


Washington. 


190, September 15, 6 pem. (SECTION TWO) 

He confirmed to me, substantially in Spear's words 
his Governments reactions to Spear's representations; 
"for Lebanon to tie its future to that of France at this 
time would be to commit suicide", internal crisis would 
develop and Lebanon would lose friendship cf arab states 
with whose representatives he is to meet at arab Unity 
Congress in Cairo ten days hence; Lebanon csks today that 
France be not permitted to impose by intrigue or force of 
arms any special or privileged relationshipe 

He confirmed, too, much of what Spears had told me of 
Syrian Government reaction, for he had ‘talked yesterday 
with Syrian Foreign Minister. They had agreed to answer 
unequivocally that they would not enter into any treaty 
negotiations with the French," not even for a commercial 
convention. He concluded: “Our intention is to await 
end of war and then to conform our treaty relationships 


to the international 


“-2-$190,September 15, 6 Peme (SECTION TWO) from Beirut 


to the intérnational situation; and in such relationships, 
we like to believe that the principles of the Atlantic 
Charter will be applied". Two other comments perhaps 

bear quoting: The first from the Syrian President "I 
would rather make of Syria a Soviet Republic", and the 
other from my Iraqi colleague "we will help, even with 

our army." 

From influential Lebenese Moslem political leader 
Karami also I have confirmation of this official reac- 
tions Immediately following Spear's visit, he was called 
to confer with Syrian President, first alone and then 
with two Premiers.. all were strongly indignant, et cetera 
as above, cond President concluded, “af necessary we shall 
stand up and fight". 

However, Karami concluded celmer councils prevailed, 
especially in light of o remark by Spears (to which he 
made no reference in talk with me) to effect that “should 
there occur again an incident similar to that of last 
November I am sorry tc say, we shall not be able to take 
a stand similar to that then taken".(Repeated to Caserta)e 

I shall visit Dameseus this weekend and report fur- 
ther. I believe that the two Governments will limit 


current action 


Bee 3 


~3<$190, September 15, 6 pom. (SECTION TWO) from Beirut. 


Current action to formal communications to Spears of 
their categoric eeteunt to negotiate with the Prench 
and that they will then solicit o11 possible foreign 
support of their stand. 

(END OF MESSAGE) 


WADSWORTH 
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closely parephresed be- Dated September 16, 19-14, 
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Rec'd 23:30 peme 


191, September 16, 

Foreign Minister informed me that at meeting of 
Lebanes¢ Cabinet laet evening decision was taken to 
refuse to mter intc og treaty negotiations with the 
Prench, He understood that Syrian Cabinet was to meet 
today to take similar decision (LEGTEL 190/ September 
a gob 15, 6 pom). 
: Spears has just sent me word thet Lebanese decision 


vv9t-6/10°3068 


‘tas been formally (repeated to Caserta) communicated 


to him. 


¥iADSWORTH 
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8908.01/9-1844 


CROSS-REFERENCE FILE 


NOTE 


SUBJECT Requests Chinese lioness be Latered 
of thie Geverment's intention te announce 
' full reeegnitien of the independence of 
Syria and Lebanon end to esededit an: Envoy 
, raordinary and Mini ater Plenipotentiary te 
te of those ‘states. 


For the original paper from which reference is taken 


Seo fel. #1220, 2 m= 


(Deepatch, tlogram, tcirctin, latin, ota.) i 


Dant_tn 8, tne To From! cnn Onmghtng) 


“.. ¢, COT Peterine ereiek 31560 


get ee SF oe 
$ Ae Ae Oe TS fF oe 
4 7. ee 
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Secrctary of K . 
Ga. SEP 2.0 1944 oS 
nee fe niasion oF ~ 
| NEAR EASTERN AFFAIRS wo 
3565, September 19, 4 pem. $ 
Velloso believes Vargas may wish to take concurrent 8 
action in recognition of indtpendence, this in interest + 
of géncral collaboration policy with United States as 
well as with reference to large Syrian colony here 
(Department 's 28607 September 18, 2 Dome) Consequently 2 


he inquires whether Brasilian Government could be advised 


~ 


6f precise day announcement will be made in Washington. 


DONKELLY 


eld TeuepyUOD 





pr6l 9 190 


Apel -bf 10066 





B90E.01 


CROSS-REFERENCE FILE 


NOTE 


SUBJECT Proclamations in regard to Syrian and Lebanese independence. 


For the original paper from which reference is taken 


Sea Be Note 


"“Phananiela tahoaeuns, Semteaciiam ialhen, oa) et 


Senco an nen nee eee 


Dated %. 18,1044 i? From French Providional Government, 
mg To Delegation of. 


Fila No. 890D.01/9-1844 


& &. COvESNERNT pueNTINS Greet 11568 


v¥v31-6/10°3068 


‘SH/SO 


(yrs 


ag PE Octcber 6, WR 


RESTRICTED 


To the 


Officer in Charge of American Mission, 
Beirut, Lebanon. 


The Secretary of State transmits herewith 
copies of memoranda exchanged between the French 
Delegate at Washington and the Department relating 
to the extension of full recognition by this Gov- 
ernment to the Governments of Syria and Lebanon. 

The Officer in Charge is authorized, in his 
discretion, to make copies of these documents avail~ 
able to the appropriate officials of the Syrian and 
Lebanese Governments, for their information. 


Enclosures} 


1) Memorandum dated September 18, 1944, 
eee by French Delegate at 
shingten. 


2) Memorandua dated October De Zio 


hended te French Delegate a 
Washington. 


1944 Poy, . 





vy31-6/10° 3068 


N46 81-6101 9 V3 


wo. 72 | Vou ae % 


CONFIDENT IAS 


To the 

Officer in Charge of the American Mission, 

Paris. 
| 1 £90q.01 [9-1 

The Secretary State refers to the Department's 
instruction no. 33/of October 6, 1944, and transmits 
herewith for the confidential information of the Officer 
in Charge a copy of a memorandum of conversation between 
officers of the Department and of the French Delegation 
at’Washington regarding United States policy toward 
syria and Lebanon. - 


Enelosure: 


Ootober 10, 1944 


/ Wennreniun: of Con ate 
4 


{Se ae Ws 


/20/bb {Aue \a 





53 +vvsi-6/10°3068 





wo. SOT / Caysber 0, 1644 


To the 


Officer in Charge of American Mission, 
London. 


The Secretary of State transmits herewith 
copies of memoranda exchanged betwem the French 
Delegate at Washington end the Department relating 
te the extension of full recognition by this Govern- 
nant te the Governuents of Syria and Lebanon. 

The Offiear in Charge is authorized, in his 
Qiseretion, te make copies of these documents avail- 
able to the appropriate officials of the British 
Foreign Office, for their information. 


Enclosures: 


1) Memerendun tember 
, ST Rt 


2) Mm intod ovtoher 5 1944, handed 
, to Delegate ¢ Washington. 


sens | , 


1944 P.M, 





v781-6/10° 3068 


24 


bbss- bf 02068 


October E. - 


Dear Michael: 


With reference to our recent conversations regard- 
sod ie: and Lebanon, I attach recently information 
“Peleg . — reo —— nines 


ae of these documents will be given to the 
Foreign Office by our Embasay at London. 


ZI believe you will > aaer thet the views conflict 
a Pig Moss ay “Ueto vio e Big ma ro 
w a ef per 
Sanaue ped of our astitude toward 
, tish) er “preeminent and sega? 
) Alen tach Ge woukd DO ¥ to have the 
French enjoy in these independent % States. 


Sincerely yours, 






H. Alling 
Diree 
and African Affairs 








8900.01 /9-1846 


CROSS-REFERENCE FILE 


NOTE 


SUBJECT 


Department to announce this Government's recognition of the 
Independence of Syria and Lebanon. 


ra 
For the original paper from which reference is taken 


See _...reld . 8pm Sa ll fat Sa ad a tn aethcarceteaeed Ee Sptioacnes 
(Despatok, talegrant, instruction, lelter, e6a.) 
Dated Sept 18,2946 CII case 
° eracunam 


File No. 9900:O1/0-1066 “sewom 


S. S. GOVGEENEENT Phe;Tine Gretta 3~-15468 


v?9@!1-6/19°3058 





To the 
Officer in Charge of American Mission, 
Paris. 


The Secretary of State transmits herewith for 
the information of the Officer in Charge copies of 
memoranda exchanged between the French Delegate at 
Waghington and the Department relating to the exten- 
sien of full recogaition by this Government to the 
Gerernments of Syria end Lebanon, 


Rnclosures: 


1) Memeorandum Gated September 1s, 19db » 
pespertes by French Delegate at 


2) Memeorandum dated October 5, 29h, 
handed te French Delegate 
Washington. 





+7~81-6/10° 3068 


93 


bbe 


wab/- bf, /@ 


ae i, 4 
SWANS neue 


we, 440 


To the 
Officer in Charge of the American Mission, 
Londone 


ao £2 if G- gH 

The Secretary c State refers to the Department 's 
instruction no. of October 6, 1944, and transmits 
herewith for confidential information of the Officer 
in Charge « copy of a memorandum of conversation between 
officers of the Department and of the French Delegation 
at Washington regarding United States policy toward 
Syria and Lebenone 


—— 
of Conversation 


(Bateder 10, 19s. 





53 +vvsi-6/10°3068 


Ah di-b {i224 








TO BE TRANSMITTED 
TELEGRAM SENT aeueer 


CONFIDENTIAL — 
% RESTRICTED 


cu es, Department of State aca 


SECRET 
Charge to 


Washington, 
, ee SEP 23 1444 
AMEMBASSY ob aR gig PD hie six a “iggy gf fr~ 
RIO DE: JANEIRO WECHE i ~ 
et agi 
AGA] 
Desire of Brazilian Government (REURTEL 3365, September 19, 
4 pom.) to take concurrent action appreciated. 


However message 
arrived same day 4s publication of Senate confirmation. 
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This telegram ust be 

closely paraphrased be-. Dated Soptember 19, 1944 
fore being commmicated 

to anyone. (SECRET) Rec'd 3:45 pem-, 20th 


Secretary of Stave, | | DEPARTMENT yp a 
Via shingt on - ? x UF STATE 
SEo 23494 
193, September 19, 10 pom. ieee 






Lr IRS 
At official reception in Damascus yeste 


BY 
morning President expressed special satisfaction that 
Syria and Lebanon had been invited to send delegates 
to Givil Aviation Conference, readily agreed to 
await your pleasure in matter of publication of 


exchange of notes regerding rocognition and said I 


-¥¥61-6/10°3068 


yould receive shortly formal commmication regarding 
we wl BS i goge.ot]/9-1S #7 
British proposal reported in my 1904 Sept r 15, ° 
6 peme, that Pranco~$yri an and Jp gico~Lebanese 
treaties be negotiated. | 
Iuneh for diplomatic corps followed after which 


President retained me for hour's talk, Premier and 


© 

Poreign Ministor pertickpeting. They confirmed re- ” 
action reported in my telegtam under reference with ?) a 

, © 

emphasis on following: : ao at P 
: : o> - 

Syria =f = 
2 ™~ 

s ) 

mw ‘} 

a 
i -ty, et ~ 


“4 A 
if 
wt 


-2- #193, September 19, 10 pem., from Boirut 


Syria wishes treaties of friendship with ail 
countries, a treaty of special privilege with nenc; 
4t cannot believe that application of Atlantic 
Charter principles would permit it to be made victim 
of new Anglo-French entente; 

Tt wishes to contribute in any possible manner 
to conmon victory over Japan 45 well as Germany; it 
willingly offers its territory as half-way training 
area for Alliea troops moved from European to Far 
Bastern theater of operations; and 4ts vital interosts 
demand that Lebanon take similar stand; were such 
not taken Lebanon's predominantly Moslem provinces 
would eloct to return to Syria; but this would leavo 
amétll predominantly Christian Mount Lebaton which 
would in all probability seok and receive French 
protection, &@ development which would constitute 
continuing threat to peace of Syria and of Arab world. 

President then said ho was arefting spocial . 
appoal to Prosidont Rooscvelt which ho would ask 
mo to transmit by aixmail pouch. I repliod that 1 
would bo glad to do 8b. 

Finally President said he wished especially to 
tell me they had decided to ask gmorican Government 


to assist 


~3-  j{193, September 19, 10 atte: from Beirut 

to assist in choice of eminent American technical 
advisors for agriculture and irrigation and of a 
gendarmerio mission, principal task of which would 
be reorganization of existing service with empha sis 
on training of officers; his Foreign Minister would 
prepare formal written request. I answered that I 
should bo happy so to inform you and felt certain 
request would receive sympathotic consideration soon 
as lessening of present overriding war needs might 
permit release of fully competent personnel. 

Promier then reverting to British demarche, I 
was pressed to answer two questions: What kind of 
r treaty did I think British wanted them to negotiato 
“and what did I personally think of demarcho? 

First question was particularly interesting for 
it had been only through questioning thet I had in 
my reported conversation with Spears been able to 
pin him down to admission that British Foroign Office 
envisaged treaty of special rolations. I replied 
that, as Spears had told us thero was no basic 
chango in British policy, as Churchill himsclf had 
defined that policy to be that France achieve in 

Syria and 


~4- #193, September 19, 10 pem., from Beirut 


Syria and Lebanon a position similar to that of 
Britain in Egypt and Iraq, and as such British 
position was based on treaties of elliance, it seomed 
only reasonable to conclude that similar Franco- 
Syrian and Franco-Lebanese troaties wore envisaged. 

In answer to second qucstion I admittod that 
I too was troubled. They had, i recalled, referred 
to Atlantic Charter; might I bogin with United Netions 
pact; nut vory simply it bound signatorios to wage 
common wear, make common poace and observe principles 
of Chartor; I was troubled both because I sensed 
that this British demarche might have disturbing ro- 
porcussions on orderly progress of Middle Last 
political relationships and bocause it might mean 
that Britain had reaffirmed a commitment perhaps not 
illogical when given de Gaullo in 1941 but which, 
neverbhakena, 4f in fact reaffirmod in changed 
conditions of today, might tio its hands when moving 
to negotiate such common peaco. 

With both my answers thoy scemed in full accord. 
I trust you will approve. To havo spoken with less 
franinoss would I felt havo lod thom to ques= 
tion the consistency and bona fides of our owm 


declared 


“5- #193, September 19, 16 psm., from Beirut 


declared policy. 

, {Repeated to Caserta.) This morning Beynet called 
in, President to propose opening of treaty negotiations. 
Reply was firm, polite refusal; dotails by later 


telegram. 


WADSWORTH 


DEPARTMENT INCOMING DIVISION OF 


OF COMMUNICATIONS 
STATE TELEGRAM AND RECORDS 
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This telegram must be 
closely paraphrased bt~ Dated September 20, 1944 abbr 
fore being communicated 
to anyone. (SECRET) Rec'd 1:56 peme » 


Seoretary of State, , cei! of STATE 





Vashington. 
Oe © 
195, September 20, noon : - _ 
If Saudi Arabia is not represented at rthcoming, ym 
° 

Cairo conference President juvatly wishes his Premier @ 

who will head Syrian delegation to visit fbn saud So 

smmediately thereafter and enquire whether he may A 

travel by American air plane service from Cairo - 

(see penultimate paragraph my 194, September 20, » 

Ll aem.)}. Premier will call on Tuck for replye 

(Repeated to Caserta) I will inform Tuck but suggest 

* Department telegraph instructions. 

RR “JADS ORTH o 
fA 
=, 
Oo 


eB & oF 


oe 


bfio bs 


Ahot 


PREPARING OFFICE 


TO BE TRANSMITTED 
WILL INDICATE wHetHEeR 


SECRET secret 
aan TELESRAM SENT siianiaenect 
RESTRICTED 
Chere Deperneat: Revartnent ot State a 
Coon __Weshington, » oe. 
¥ 3 ; ca yo ‘ 
i 15 “6 3} ; . “Ye 
AMLEGATION, pia m f 
% c voll 
BEIRUT. i fe 
Sas Fp Xn S y 
Department is entirely in favor of having the 
Syrian Premier travel by American plane from Egypt to - 
 Saudd Arabia, and you may so inform Syrian President " 
yi (RELEGS 195," September 20, noon). Premier should apply O. 
through Tuek for priority from ATC Priority Board, Cairo. ee 
While there should be no difficulty in making these _ 
N 
arrangements, Cairo Legation should inform Department oO 
& 
promptly if instructions or assistance from War Department a» 
are necessary. | 
Sent to Beirut, repeated to Cairo. 
| Hu2e = | 
C6) o af 
Please repeat to Cairo, &6Y/ ( O° 
' s A A 
o on 8 
/ Rm 3 
germ oO KN 
28 1944P.Me Q. ° 
a = 3 3 
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fore being communicated 
to anyone. (SECRET) 


Rec'd 4308 peme 


us sevesit OF STATE | 
KS 


Fy 42 AD 
¢ , 4 ‘ 
St wd | je, 





fhe Beynet Quwatly conversation of yesterday 
morning (see last paragraph ny 193, September 19, 
10 pem.) crystalized situation and epposing view- 
points, Beynet w(#) returned last week from London 
(*) the President by his Premier and Forcign Minister, 

I was received shortly thereafter at President *a. 
invitation by him and Premier. They informed me 
Meynet had made four chief paints as follows: 

In London there had. been Anglo-French agreement 
thet France has right to privileged position in Levant; | 
Prance cannot ignore tts international obligations, 

- 


assumed before the wan, devolving from its exercise of 


co 


the mandate with which it hed been charged by League = 


of Nationg; for tffective transition from mandatory status 


~ 


hee 


taoe-4f10-708 Also 


to independence treaty with France is indispensable 


~~ 


"to tie the past with the future"; 
And suck treaty 


we 


cro-mealt 4 


SRY evsep gue 


yvOc 


#2« #194, September 20, 11 a.m., from Beirut. 


And such treaty should properly 8 safeguard “the 
traditional position of Prance in the Levant® which, 
the Premier said, would if recognized embrace right 
to protect Christian minorities, 

President's reply, I was thm informed, had 
stressed following points and considerations firmly 
and unequivocally: 

Syria will not engage itself in any relation- 
ship of special privilege with France or any other 
power, but rather conserve its full liberty of action 
while contributing however possible to common war 
effort; 

As to pretended French international obligations 
Syria considers they no longer exist; Catroux suppressed 
the mandate; under December 22 accord all powers thm 
remaining in Prench hands have been tranéf erred; 
Article 22 of League Conveneant provides that after such 
period of ubetees states under mandate shall become 
fully indepmdent; Syria has been so recognized by 
states, members of League and others; even Vichy Prance 
renounced the mandate when.it withdrew from League; 

And it is not the past but rather hope for the 
future which would encourage Syria to negotiate treaty 

of friendship 


<S- #104, September 20, 11 e.m., from Beirut. 


of friendship with Prance; far better forget the past; 
we will negotiate with Prance only when we can 
simitancously negotiate with other powers for similar 
treaties; our inher ited international obligations 
require that we accord most-favored-natioral treatment 
to all.’ 

Beynet had interpolated question as to how Syria 
could assume responsibility for military security; 
British now had three divisions in the country . 
Presidmt had replied “tranefer Troupes Specialets to 
us and arnpur Gendarmerie; if you do not do tatter 
we shall be obliged to ask another power®, (Rumor 
points to Iraq as that other power), | 

I was then shown first draft of letter claborating 
" foregoing theme which President proposes te address to 
President Rooscerlt, Mershal Stalin, King Georg: and 
Arab sovereigns. He added that he had asked Beynet 
fo convey hie argument to de Gaulle and that arrange- 
mente were being mad € for whole question to be discusst'd 
next week in Cairo at Arab unity preparatory conf erenc t-— 

(Repeated to Caserta) Finally President seid he 
hed made special point to Beynet that while Syria had 
obligated iterlf to retain present French of Pigials in 
ite service until six months after war it eonsidersd 


4tsclf as of now entirely free to engage experts of 


any ty r 


(#) Apparent omissions. Verification requested. 
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194, September 20, ll a,m. | _ NEAR EASTERN AEEMES | 


The Beynet Quwatly conversation of yesterday 


¥ 
morning (see last paragraph my 193, September 19, . 
10 poem.) crystalized situation and opposing view= 
points. Beynet was accompenied by Ostrorog (who re= tS 
turned last week from London), the President was a) 


accompaniod by his Premier and Foreign Ministere Y 

* I was received shortly thereafter at President's wt 

invitation by him and Premier. They informed me =i 

Beynet had made four chicf points asa follows: 

In London there had been Anglo-French agreement 

that France has right to privileged position in Levant ;~_ got 

France cannot ignore its international obligations. EP 

umed before the war, devolving from its exercise of - 

mandate with which it had been charged by League 
cf. 


Nations; for effective transition from mandatory status 


Wu: 
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independence treaty with France is indispensable 
"Eo tie the past with the future"; ° 
And such treaty 


-2= #194, September 20, 11 a.m., from Beirut. 


And such treaty shotiid properly safeguard "the 
traditional position of France in the Levant" which, 
the Premier said, would if recognizcd ombrace right 
to protect Christian minorities, 

President's reply, I was then informed, had 
stressed following points and considerations firmly 
and unequivocally: : 

Syria will not engage itself in any relation- 
ship of special privilege with France or any other 
power, but rather conserve its full liberty of action 
while contributing however possiblo to common war 
effort; 

As to pretended French international obligations 

“@yriea considers they no longer oxist; Catroux suppressed 
the mandate; under December 22 accord all powers then 
remaining in French hands have been transferred; 

Article 22 of League Convenant provides that after such 
period of tutelage states under mandate shall become 
fully independent; Syria has been so recognized by 
states, members of League and others; even Vichy France 
renounced the mandate when it withdrew from League; 

And it is not the past but rather hope for the 
future which would encoupage Syria to negotiate treaty 

: of friendship 


ome 


alt 


-3- #194, Soptember 20, 11 a,m,, from Beirut. 


of friendship with France; far better forget the past; 
we will negotiate with France only when we can 
simultaneously negotiate with other powers for ainitar 
treaties; our inherited international obligations 
require that we accord most-favoredenational treatment 
to all. 

Beynet had interpolated question as to how Syria 
could assume responsibility for military security; 
British now had three divisions in the country. 
President had replied “transfer Troupes Speciales to 
us and armour Gendarmerie; if you do not do latter 
we shall be obliged to ask another ene (Rumor 
points to Iraq as that other power). 

I was then shown first draft of letter elaborating 
foregoing theme which President proposes to address to 
President Roosevelt, Marshal Stalin, King George and 
Arab sovereigns. He added that he had asked Beynet 
to convey his argument to de Gaulle and that arrange-~ 
ments were being made for whole question to be discussed 
next week in Cairo at Arab unity preparatory conference « 

(Repoated to Caserta) Finally President said he 
had made special point to Beynet that while Syria had 
obligated itself to retain present French officials in 
its service until six months after war it considered 
itself as of now entirely free to engage experts of 


any nationality. 
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Text of President's statement released September 19: 
QUOTE I am today sending to the Senate the name of George Wadsworth 
for confirmation as KE and MP near the Governments of Syria and 
Lebanon. 
" penemidt ton of the independence of Syria and Lebanon by the 
ted States Government is a step in which I, like every American, 


can take wholehearted pleasure. Our civilization has deep roots 
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in the culture and wisdom of the Middle Bast. It is wholly fitting, 
therefore, that these spiritual bonds should find this new expression 
in closer political relations with these two friendly Arab States. 
The peoples of aynia and Lebanon have given ample evidence of 
their adherence to the principles of democracy and international 
collaboration. In welcoming them into the society of free sovereign ¢) 
nations, I am glad to pay tribute to the French people who, while 


e/s 


fighting gallantly for their own liberation, have given practical 
illustration of their ideals by taking action to implement the in- 
dependence of the Syrian and Lebanese peoples. UN QUOTE 
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Text of Secretary's statement released September 19: QUOTE 
The recognition by the United States of the independence of Syria 
and Lebanon, by the accrediting of an American Envoy Uxtreordlasry 
and Minister Plenipotentiary to the Governments of those countries, 
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4g a matter of gratification to the people and Government of the 
United States. 

The eventual right of Syria and Lebanon to independence was 
recognized by the terms of the Mandate entrusted to France. Since 
the proclamation issued at Damascus regarding the independence of 
Syria and the proclamation issued at Beirut regarding the independ- 
ence of Lebanon, in 1941, effective powers have been transferred 
to the Governments of both countries, subject to the exigencies of 
wars In that process, French cooperation has peen of great assist- 
ance. 

I am confident that the free nations of Syria and Lebanon will 
play a helpful part in the co-operative task of {nternational peace 
and coeaseul which lies before us. 

The rights of the United States and its nationals in Syria 
and Lebanon, as defined in the Convention between the United States 
and France dated April 4, 1924, will remain unchanged pending the 
conclusion of new accords between the United States and Syria and 
Lebanon, respectively. The notes exchanged on this subject between 
this Government and the Governments of Syria end Lebanon will be 
made public in the near future. UNQUOTE 
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CROSS-REFERENCE FILE 


NOTE 


SUBJECT Encloses statement on recognition of Syria and Lebanon. 


For the original paper from which reference is taken 


Seo ____Letter.__.______—_$___— 
Despetch, teleqvam, instruction, lelter, stv.) 


: From 
Dated - Sept. 21,..1944 War Information, Office of 
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8900 .01/9-2104 
-CROSS-REFERENCE FILE 


NOTE 


SUBJECT Recognition of Lebanon: 


Lebanese Premier leaving Sunday for Cairo conferences would 
appreciate having exchange of notes revarding - released Saturday. 


~- 
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For the original paper from which reference is taken 
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197, September 21, noon © 
ry 

Following miscellaneous items may throw sone ° 
O 
nelpful light on developments reported in my telecrams a 
~ 
190-196, (O 
ae 1 
LY One. Lebanese President has commentec to me sub- Nh 
stontially as follows: this new British denmarche is Ha 
\ bound to become known; the Prench will see to that, by 
/ \ 
ew telling their Partisans, Hence I fear that in avoiding S 
a \ nia jor schism between Christian ance lMoslem as ve shall = 
‘ 
4 40” do by refusing to negotiate, we shall invite lesser schism 


as between those-a lesser number of Christians to be sure- 
who will attack us for not ata al 
I asked what proportion of the Christians he believed 
would welcome treaty of alliance with Prance, lJle replied 
“certainly lees than half", This is in line with other 
well informed estimate of 15% to 25% of total population, 
r mentioned a coment by ig "LATS trr~sinas:.. 


i 
+. 


no Governugnyt 
po aK 


Yet 


Fat 
® 


} 

t 
ay 
Ei rs 


phlt-b]io'F 63 





~2-#197, September 21, noon, from Beirut 


no Government which had gone through last Novembers 
experience of arrest detention and coup d'etat could 
feel secure so long as French retained troops in the 
country. President replied “yes, that is only too true; 
and any treaty which would give France right to retain 
sig could but verpetrate that insecurity". 

Tywo~ Lebanese premier, having been informed of 
Syrian President's conversation with Beynet anc intention 
to seek support of President Roosevelt, Marshal stalin 
and Arab soverigns, stated to me yesterdoy that “Lebanon . 
will follow a similar line of action". He too is attending 
Cairo conferences ——~— 

Three. General Holmes calling on me yesterday 
cOmmented confidentially that from strictly military 
security angle his "first worry" is whether at some future 
date Prench will endeavor to bring more troops to country. 
He saw no need for increase, not even for staging training 
en route to Far East, He understood that tentative plans 
for eventunl action against Indochina had envisaged use 


of only one French brigade to be drawn from Uadagascar 
(Repeated to Caserta). 
2. Having gcoined impression in further conversati an 


with Spears that it 


<3=f197, September 21, noon, from Beirut 


with Spenrs that it was unlikely he liad made renark 
attributed to him in penultimate paragraph my 190, 
September 15, 6 pom. I asked Syrian President on 
September 19 if it was truee President replied it was 
not but that a report in that sense from non-British 
sourer had in foet ofen mentioned during conference 
with Karami, 
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198, September 21, 4 p.m 

In my conversation yesterday with General Holmes, 
(Legation's telegram 197/ September 21, noon) he said 
his second worry was gendarmerie question, last outlined 
to Department in my 150, July 25, 9 p.m., 

He explained that during recent Franco-British 
aiacusasions in London, after agreement had been reached 


on "general principles" including reaffirnation of 
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Lyttelton-De Gaulle agreement, French had agreed to 
progressive issue of 7000 rifles as well as minimum 
amg@@pition motor transport and supplies. Also, although 
French had opposed issue of automatic weapons or Lightbren 
gun carriers, this question had been left for him to 
discuss on his return with French Commanding General 
Humblot. 

The latter, Holmes continued, had now formally 
eet forth French view that np MEA LLce or carriers 
should be issued and that matter 3 ant be settled between 


French and British tovartenlihys:. Holmes' impression was B. 


that Prenciiy,, pi 
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—2-f1 98 , September’ 21, 4 p.m., from Beirut 


that French treated question as political rather than 
military metter. He is so reporting to CINC,Cairo, 
whose gontrary views are well known. 

Holmes then said he believed that in these circumstances 
4t would be inconsistent were British to oppose any 
Syrian request for other outside help. He confirmed that 
Iraq had already offered certain arms, including 4000 
rifles supplied in 1941 by Vichy French here to Rashid 
Ali Iraqi revolutionaries. 

I took occasion to ask what from military view- 
point his reaction would be, were Syrian Government to 
suggest an American gendarmerie mission (repeated to 
Caserta) He answered it would save the situation, 
there is good material to work with, the Syrians don't 
want French or Belgians and British are stopped by 
Lyttelton-De Gaulle agreement. The CINC he believed, 
would take view that obviously some sort of mission is 
desirabje. 
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+k DATESeptember 22, 1944 
A 


yolitical situation in Syria and Lebanon 
PARTICIPANTS: Mr. Michael Wright, Counselor, British Embassy 
Mr. Murray 


Mr. Alling 
COPIES TO: 





Mr. Michael Wright of the British Embassy called at 
my request to discuss with Mr. Alling and me the present 
political situation in Syria and Lebanon. 


a yp’ * I informed Mr. Wright that we had received a number 
V 


: \\ of telegrams from our representative in Beirut indicating that 
Dp General Spears, the British Minister, was pressing the 
\\ Syrian and Lebanese Governments to enter into negotiations 


4’ 4d” with the French authorities for treaties of alliance 


establishing a special and privileged position for France 


nov in those countries. I remarked that in as much as the 
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British frequently in situations of this kind have requested- ; a 


us to support the position taken by their representative 
on the ground, we would appreciate prompt and full infor- |), 
mation as to the policy of the British Government respect- -* 
ing such special treaty relationship between France 

the two Levant states of Syria and Lebanon. 


Referring to the proclaimed intention of the French 
authorities to exact such a treaty from the Syrians and 
Lebanese, I remarked that w ere not aware of the precise 
grounds on which the Frenc e in a position to make 
such a demand. It was not!clear that the French mandate 
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over Syria and Lebanon gave France any legal right to fe 
force treaties of this kind on the two states in question 


as a guid pro quo for the termination of France's mandatory 
Boal tlon there. 


Taking as an example the earlier British position in 
Iraq during the time that it was a British mandate, I 
pointed out that while it was true that the British did 
in fact negotiate with the Iraois the treaty of alliance 
which came into effect after the termination of the mandate, 
I was not aware that the British had ever taken the posi- 
tion that the Iraqis were in fact obligated to enter into 
any such treaty with them. Was it not a case of the British 
so handl..g their relations with the Iraqis that the latter 
felt it would be in their interest to enter into a treaty 
of alliance with the British? 


Since the French have allowed their relations with 
the Syrians and Lebanese to deteriorate to such a degree 
that the treaty of alliance could on>y be negotiated 
under pressure, I expressed the view to Mr. Wright that 
we for our part would hesitate to consider joining with 
the British in bringing any such pressure on the Govern- 
ments of the two Levant states, Furthermore, I asked 
Mr. Wright whether he did not agree that in such treaties 
of alliance ae Great Britain had with Iraq and Egypt, not 
t@& mention those with the Sheikdoms of the Persian Gulf, 
there had been a very important inducement which Great 
Britain was in a position to extend to those states, 
namely a guarantee of protection against all acts of 
aggression, wherever arising. France unfortunately her- 
self a defeated power was hardly in a position to offer 
any such guarantees to the fledgling states of Syria and 
Lebanon and the treaties of alliance imposed by France, 
therefore, would be without any appropriate quid pro quo 
. on her part in return for the "preeminent and privileged 
position" which she has claimed in that area and in 
which the British appear to have acquiesced. 


Mr. Wright would recall that we had made it clear 
from the beginning that we would not recognize any such 
superior position of France in the states of Syria and 
Lebanon, when those states became independent, since, 
as he would agree, France had no such position there 
even as a mandatory power. 


Mr. Wright 


43 
~ee 


Mr. Wright said he was not tamil iar with nie Govern- 
nent's ¥ pewas on on thie question but that he would ‘ 
immediately communicate with the Foreign Office and 
request a statement of British ena ee in the matter. 


Wallace Murray 
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Officer in Charge of the American Mission, o 
Beirut. o 

The Geeretary of State transmits herewith for the x 
information of the Officer in Charge copies of memo- > | 


yenéa of conversations which took place between officers 
or the Departaent and ef the British Embe sy on Septen- 
ber 22, September 26, and Octoder 4, 1944, regarding 
Bpitiah and American policy toward Syria and Lebanon. 


Raclesures: . 
3) Meme of Conversation dated September 22, 1944. 4 
~® * " " 26, 1944, 


” 
with attachments. 


fH Meno of Oenversation *“  OoctoBer 4, 1944. 
Be | 
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To the 
Officer in Charge of the ‘AmerLoan Mission, “Ad 
Paris. 
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The Secretary of State transmits herewith for the 

* information of the Officer in Charge copies of memo~ 
randa of conversations which teok place between officers 
of the Departaent and of the British Embassy on Septen- 
per 22, September 28, and October 4, 1944, regarding 
nwitigh end American policy toward Syria and Lebanon. 


Enclosures! 
,* 1) Meno of Conversation dated September 22, 19bdye ed 
/ 2) mone ~ Converaasicn dated September 28, 1944, wie 


a 
~~ 
< 
| Le) 


"" / 3) Memo of Conversation dated October ie 19d 
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SECRED 


To the 
Officer in Charge of the American Mission, 
Londons 


fhe Secretary of State transmits herewith for the 
information of the Officer in Charge copies of memo~ 
reanda of conversations which took place between officers 
of the Department and of the British Embassy on Septem-~ 
ber 22, September 28, and October 4, 1944, regarding 
British and American policy toward Syria end Lebanon. 


Buclosures: 


1) Memo of Conversation dated September 22, 1944. 


oY 
2) Memo of Conversation dated September 28, 1944, 


/ with attachments. 
3) Memo of Conversation dated October 4, 19b+- 
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202, September 25, 4 p.m. Fete ee ee a 
ga Informed Saudi Government confidentially September . 
ra \a” 21 subject LDepertment's circular beptember 18, f PeMe fe 
i“ v Deputy Foreign Minister expressed pleasure and gaid King C 
a will be deeply gratified. Ss 
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_ eh, September 25, 3 poem. 
“The Lebanese colony of Sac Paulo has requested 
me to transmit by telegraph the following: 

"In the name of the Lebanese community of Brazil 
we respectfully expresg our thanks and gratitude for 
recognition by your Government of tht independence of 
our Lebanon. This news has filled our hearts with 
foy and animat ed our spirits to face the future with 
more determination and confidence. Tht Committee 


Basilio Jafet and Jorge Meiuf." 
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ARA ~ Ambassador a 
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Memorandum eo cutien 
DATE: September 26, 1944 


banon as independent states. 


; n ique Gajardo, Chargé d'Affaires ad interin 

° e, 

Mr, Norman Armour, Acting Director, Office of American 
Republic Affairs 


ARAs=Mre Mo Cure 
NE--Mr. Ko. 


7 Question of Recognition by the United States of Syria 
and Le 
Vy 


Sefior Don Enrique Gajardo, Chargé 4'Affaires ad interia 
of Chile, telephoned to say that he had received a telegran 
frem his Gevernment to inquire whether it was true that the 
United States Government had recognized Syria and Lebanon as Ts) 
independent states. I reminded Sefior Gajardo that we had 4 
recently named a Minister to these countries, He said that \) 
he was aware of this but was not at all eure that this action () 
constituted official recognition of them as independent states, p 
which was the point on ch his Government wished particularly, 
to be informed, I told him that I would lock into the matter 
and let him know later. 
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September 27, 1944 


I telephoned back teday to Sefior Gajardo to tell 
him that I had sent him the documents consisting of an 
exchange of letters with the Governments of a and 
Lebanon whieh gave him a clearer answer to the question 


he had asked me magnet our recognition of the inde- 
pendent status of se two states, 


Sefier Gajardo took etventege of the occasion to 
tell me that he had noted considerable speculation among 
the press correspondents over the forthcoming departures 
fer their respective countries of the Mexican, Brazilian 
and Peruvian Ambassaders. These departures, he said, 
taken together were apparently being interpreted as 
esible confirmation of the report, mentioned by Sumner 
lles in his article published teday, that a meeting of 
Fereign Ministers of the Latin American countries was 
yenes arranged. I told Seflor Gajarde that personally 
I attached no particular significance te the departures 
ef these three ambassadors, that I was sure that in each 
ease it had no significance other than a desire te keep 
in contact with Yr respective governments which was 
perfectly natural at this tine. te the rumors about 
a meeting of Foreign Ministers of the Latin American 
cotintries, I had heard nothing te confirm such a report 
and I judgei that it was just one more of those irrespon- 
sible rumors that erep up from time to tine. 


ARA! NA: VDE 


8900.01/9-2744 


CROSS-REFERENCE FILE 


NOTE 


SUBJECT | 
Broadeast by BNushet Beda to WIN, Cincinnati concerning officisi 


recognition by Americas of the Independence of Syria and Lebanon. 


- ' 


For the origi paper from which reference is taken 


SeoTeifiees, 


oe ara lea FA ote haneeanaet 


Dated Sept 27,1906 7m | Turkey (snk era) 


File No. .0904.01/e-87% 


©. S. GOVENGGENT PEINTine CEFICE 11560 


se pe 


y¥LZ-6/10° 3068. 


; 3 = » 
inc 2 a i ne spencer acces =” 


nero 








Rot ee c yey ‘ A “Lyndon 
Ga! —— DEPARTMENT OF STATE ee 
| cc eee: Cia jo)e/4 nv |[9— 
Memorandum of Conversation é! 7 
ms 
~ DATE:September 28, 1944. 
suBsect: BRITISH POLICY TOWARD SYRIA AND LEBANON 
n 
PARTICIPANTS: Mr. Michael Wright, Counselor, British Embassy + = 
Mr. Alling oO 
Mr. Kohler O | 
m 
COPIES TO: O 
0) \ 
v,) 
ga go” 1) 7 
Nine nN 
no ae o 
n Mr Wright called and presented the attached Aide-Memoire dated” ? ! 


September 28, 1944, in response to Mr. Murray's request of Septem~ 
per 22, 1944, for information as to the present British policy toward 
Syria and Lebanon in the light of the reported recommendation of the 
British Minister at Beirut to the Syrian and Lebanese Governments 
that they consent to negotiate treaties with the French regulating 
their respective relations. 


Me. Wright read a telegram which the Foreign Office had just 
sent to General Spears instructing him not to press the question 
further at present in view of the strong negative reaction of the 
Syrian and Lebanese authorities. The Foreign Office explained, 
however, that it had not envisaged treaties which would be unduly 
onerous on the Levant ublics or degogatory to their independence 
but rather a normal r {zation of the status of the States and 
termination of the mandate on the lines of the Iraqi precedent. 
pet text has since supplied the text of this telegram, copy 
attached. 


In the ensuing discussion, Mr. Wright said that the British 


could not be expected to remain in e Levant States indefinitely 
to provide a counter-weight which rities could use 
against the French and expressed t. ; s rapid- 
ly becoming stronger and that Syri banon might no’ 


to obtain later the same favorable terms they could expect a 
present. . a 
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Mr. Wright was asked to explain the meaning which the British 
attached to their recognition of a "predominant position" for France 
among Buropean powers in the Levant States, and particularly whether 
they considered that there was any conflict between their use of the 
word "predominant and privileged" as the equivalent thereof. 


Speaking personally but as an official who had been closely 
associated with the problem, Mr. Wright said the British purpose had 
been to calm the French apprehensions, rampant at the time of the 
invasion of the Levant States in 1941, that the British intended to 
supplant the French in that territory; and that the British meant 
simply that they were prepared to see the French have relations with 
the Levant States similar to British relations with Iraq. He empha- 
sized that the British concession to the French was limited to "pre- 
dominance among European States" and that it was specifically stated 
that this predominance should not prejudice the independence of Syria 
and Lebanon. He thought that the de Gaulle-Lyttleton exchange had 
been done in something of a hurry to calm the French; that the British 
had not taken issue with the phraseology used by General de Gaulle at 
the time and that it had just not been specifically clarified since. 


Asked whether Russia was included among the "Huropean nations" 
in reference, Mr. Wright replied that no one was thinking about 
Russia in that area then. 


As to the proposed treaty between France and the Levant States, 
Mr. Wright agreed with Mr. Murray that the case was not exactly 
parallel t6 that of Britain in Iraq or Egypt, as the French were 
net in a position to offer the usual quid pro quo of military 
oa and protection in return for the ghts and privileges 
obtained. 
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His Majesty's Minister returned to Beirut 
recently with instructions that with the end of the war 
in view it is most important that our efforts should be 
used to the fullest possible extent to pave the way for 
an eventual agreement between the Levant States and the 
French which would permit the conduct of their future 
relations on en ordinary diplomatic basis. No less 
formal agreement than a treaty seemed likely to attain 


this object. Sir E. Spears was therefore to neglect 
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no opportunity of impressing on the local Governments 
our view that a treaty was not only the best but perhaps 
the sole method of securing full and unchallenged inde- 
pengence. 

26 The outcome of the interview which Sir E. 
Spears had with the Syrian and Lebanese Governments on 
his return is summarised in the attached statement. 

as There is, of course, no intention on the 
part of His Majesty's Government of imposing treaties on 
the Levant States (as they have implied in commenting to 
Sir E. Spears) although it still seems to His Majesty's 
Government essential that some further agreement or 
treaty be made for the final definition and regularisation 
of the position. His Majesty's Government do not 
propose to press the matter further at this stage. 


BRITISH EMBASSY, 
WASHINGTON, D.C. ! 
28th September, 1944. 









PARAPHRASE OF A TELEGRAM RECEIVED 
FROM THE FOREIGN OFFICE, DATED fo 


SECRET 9. 2 sermon, 25h | 


Acting on instructions on September llth, 
Sir E. Speare mw the Syrian President and told him that it 
was time for Syrian Government to consider the conclusion 
of an agreement with the French which would permit of their 
future itself being conducted on an ordinary diplomatic 
basis. Sir E. Spears recalled that Egypt had taken the 
initiative in requesting us to negotiate our treaty wi th 
them and that elthough he kmew the President had hitherto 
refused to consider such an instrument a Treaty wuld have 
the great advantage that its terms would define the limits 
within which the French could act. Moreover Syrians would 
need some economic and finamcial support and it was not our 
policy to take the place of the French in any sphere. 
2. President replied that he would consult his 
Government before replying. Meanwhile there were a few 
observations he wished to make: 


(a) he would never sign a treaty with the French 
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that was not parallelled by a similar treaty 
wth other Powers. 
(o) this applied equally even to economic and 
financial treaties. 
(co) had the Syrians known at the time of the 
Allied entry into Byria in 1941 that we 
intended to help the French obtain the treaty 
there would not be a Frenchman in Syria 
today. 
> The President the asked whether we would back 
the French with force, to which Sir E. Spears replied there 
could/ 


=e 


could be no question of our going back on any of our 
undertakings, but that the solution proposed was in 

our opinion the best calculated to solve a difficult 
impasse. 

ue Sir E. Spears subsequently met Syrian Prime 
Minister end Minister for Foreign Affairs in the presence 

of the President, and repeated to them the arguments in 
favour of the conclusion of a treaty with the French. 

The Syrian Prime Minister was extremely bitter and the 
President much more diffiault than when Sir E. Spears had 
seen him alone. 

5. In addition to arguments previously advanced 
the Prime Minister end the President urged that the action 
of United States od Soviet Governments in according 
recognition of their complete independence preclude French 
from hoiding any pre-eminent md privileged position in 
Syria. M.F.A. pointed out that object of treaty concluded 
between mandated and mandatory State had in the past been 

to give mandated State protection of the big Power. The 
French were not now in a position to protect any one and the 
idea of signing the treaty was therefore quite out of the 
question. 

6. as for technical help, they would seek where 
they thought fit, and although a modus vivendi with the French 
might have to be found for the duration they were determined 
that at the peace conference they should be completely free. 
Te At a later stage in the conversation Sir E. 
Spears referred to our intention to withdraw some political 
officers pefore long since the war would shortly be over. This 
elicited retort that this ection would be a complete betrayal 


since our guarentee of Syrian independence depended on the 
balance which had so far existed between the French and ourselves. 


6./ 
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8. Sir KE. Spears later spoke to the Lebanon Foreign 
| Minister in much the seme sense as hs did to the Syrian 
President edding subsequently that he understood strong 
elements of the Ghristian population of Lebanon to be in 
favour of the treaty with the French. M.P.A. (who ie a . 
Christian) said thet this was only true of noisy minority. 
fe M.F.A. said he would have to refer to the 
President and his Government but believed his own views 
to be stated by the Cabinet. He eaid that Lebanon felt 
iteelf to be en integral part of Middle Rast end that ite 
inaspeidence depended on its not being bound by a treaty with 
the French. Heoonomically the Lebanon could not survive in 
post-war period without good will of neighbouring Btates 
of the interior, and Christien communities would suffer most 
from hostility between the Lebanon and Arab powers which 
‘3 would reault from such a treaty. 





Text of telegram from Mr. Eden to,the Eerl 
of Halifax, dated September 25, 1944. 





Syrian Goverment appears to regard conclusion 

of a treaty with the French as necessarily somewhat derog- 
atory. That is however not so and there is no reason why 
the treaty should include any elauses they consider 
derogatory, nor do I understand why the idea of a treaty 
ghould come to them as such a shook. It is the normal 
end accepted method of terminating a mandate and formal- 
ising grant of independence. A treaty was mentioned in 
General Catroux's proslamation of June 8, 1941 and in 
simaltamecus declaration by His Majesty's Ambassador in 
*Gaire on behalf of His Majesty's Goverment as well as 
in subs equent preelamations of independence issued by 
General Catroux. You will recollect that in instructions 
iesued to you in September 19435 itwas stated that His 
Majesty's Government would weleome the conclusion of 
such treaties. 

8. As however Syria end Lebanen feelings run so high, 
I would prefer you not to press the matter further at 
present. We ae mot wish this questien to be an issue at 
the Arab unity discussions om September 25 and so far as 
ene can juige from here & less frontel assault might be 
more likely to yield results. 
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Ris Majesty's Minieter returned to Beirut 


goountly with instructions that with the ané of the var 
im view 20 ie meet tagertent that cur efforts slowld be 
weed to the fullest poesible extent te pave the way for 
om eventual agreenmt between the Levent States and the 
Prench whieh would permit the conduct of their future 
relations on om ovGinary Giplematic besis. No lese 
fomel agreeumt then a treaty sccnsé likely to attain 
thie wbject. Sir B. Spears was therefere to neglect 
me opportunity ef inpressing om the lees] Gevernsents 
our view that « treaty wae net enly the best but perhaps 
the sole methed of securing full and weheliengeé ince- 
pieieptin 

2e The eutesne ef the interview which Sir BR. 
Spears hed with the Syrian oné Lebanese Gevernmenta on 
his vetwn te cumarised in the atteched otatencnt. 

3e Gere is, of esnves, no intention on the 
pert of Hie Majeuty’s Government of ingesing treatios on 
the Levent States (as they have implied in commenting to 
She Re GQpeavs) ahtheagh it #t613 seems te Bie Bajesty’s 


of the pusttion: Bie Hajeaty's Government Go net 
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WASHINGTON, D.O. 
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Acting on instructions on September llth, 
Sir K. Spears aw the Syrian President amé told him that it 
was time for Gyrien Gevernmmt te eonsider the conelusion 
ef on agreenmt with the French whieh would permit of their 
future iteelf being conducted on m ordinary diplomatic 
basis, Sir RB Speare reealied that Egypt had taken the 
initiative in requesting we to negotiate cur treaty wi th 
them and that although he knew the President hed hitherte 
vefuseéd te consider such om instrument a Treaty wuld have 
tee great aévantage that ite terme would define the limits 
within whieh the Preneh could net. Moreover Syrians would 
need seme coonomie end finameial support and it was not our 
peiiey te take the place of the Freneh in any sphere. 
2 President replied that he would consult his 
Gevermment before replying. Meanwhile here were a few 
ebeervatons he wished te maks: 
(a) he would never sign « treaty with the Preneh 
that was net paralleliled by « similar treaty 
wi th other Powers, 
(b) thie applied equally even to esenenic and 
fineneisl treatics. 
(e) ned the Syrime mewn at the tine of the 
Aliieé entry inte Syria in 19h] that we 
imtended te help the French obtain the treaty 
there would net be a Frenehmen in Gyria 
> The President then asked whether we would back 
the Prench with fepes, to whieh Sir B. Spears replied there 
eoul d/ 
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could be neo question of cur going back on any of cur 
wadertekings, tut that the solution proposed was in 

eur opinion the best ealeulated to solve a difficult 

inci ith 

be Sir Be Speare subsequently met Syrien Prine 
Minister ané Minister fer Foreign Affaire in the presence 

ef the Presiégent, ond repeated to them the arguments in 
favour of the conclusion of a treaty with the French. 

fhe Gyrien Prime Minister was extremely bitter end the | 
Presigent much.more diffiwult then when Sir B, Spears hai 

eenn him alone. ; 

Se In eféition to arguments previously advanced 
the Prime Minister end the President urged that the estion 

Of, United States md Soviet Governments in aseordiag | 
peengnition of their semplete independence prealuée French 
fro holding ony pre-eninent mé privileged position in 
Syria, MPrdo pointed out that edjest of treaty concluded 
vetwoen mandated ond mandatory State hed in tho past dean 

to give mandated State protection of the big Power. The 
Prench were not now in a position te protest any one ané the 
iden of signing the treaty was therefore quite out of the 
questions . - 
6 aw fer twolmical help, they would seek were |= | 
they thought 1%, ond olthough « mages Yiven@i with the French 
might have to be found fer the Guration they were aetersined 
that at the pence conference they should be completely free. 
7. At a later stage im the conversation Sir 3. 
Gpeare referred to cur intention to vithérer seme political 
officers before long since the war would shortly be over, this 
Clicited retert that tis action would de « complete betrayal 
aines our guarentee of Syrian independence depended en the 


velanee waion hed eo far existed between the Prench md oureedrene 
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oe £20 e e 
VeDUral Livanes Fro-A) 1ac¢ 
by 1B. Abed oh present @ request Te og 
nition of the Government of the Lebanon by the Government 
of Mexico. 


Aecording to the press, the following statement was 
made by members of the delegation while waiting to present 
the petition to the President: 


“Phe recognition of the Lebanon Republic by Mexico 
will not only merit the eternal gratitude of the Libanese, 
but will also be something which the people of the Lebanon, ¥ 
whose history is greatly similar to that of Mexico, will 
e forget. We hope that the President will accept our 
ition and that onee the case has been studied the 
Office, the official negotiations will be held to 
aaete diplomatic representatives of both countries, 
iieh would strengthen still more the friendly relations 
between the Libemese and the great people of Mexico.* 


Me petition stated, secording to the press that the 
i been fighting since time immemorial for its 
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aT ie: that. the Government of the Lebanon would be 
we all the democratic countries enpouially Mexico 
Libenese have their greatest affeetions friendships” 


im to the Department, the Libanese have 


y im the textile industry of Mexico, principe). 
f Pustle where appear to have the Sa notnnee 
Genere] Maximino A Camacho. ° 






indication of the attitude of Presi- ~~ 
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reeeiving the petition from the 
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NOTE S800 .01/9-2844 


‘Prpansmiesion of communications recaived frum Sirioli- 
banese Cammunity in argentina pn reoo;nition of the 
Lebanon and Syria. 
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Te the 
Offieer in Gharge of the Amevican Mission, a 
Daivut % e 


‘The Secretary of State encleses, for the informtion 
ef the Offieer in Charge of the Mission, a sopy of despatch 


® 

2M» ABA AS of September 28, 1944, frem the American Embassy = 
a0 Mixieoe, mitted "Pre-Allied Central Libanese Comittee m 
‘ef Mexiee Gity Presents Petition fer Recogaitien of the oO 
Government ef the Lebanon te the President ef Mexico". a 
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CROSS-REFERENCE FILE 


a Authorization to inform of the intention of the Vovernment 
of the United -tates to announce in the near future 


our full recognition of the independence of eyria and 
Lebanon. 


For the original paper fram which reference is taken 
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oretgn Office informs me that President Vargas m 
, * 
Has received a communication from Government of Levanon ft 
inquiring whether Brazil will be disposed to extend ~ 
Ca 
recegnition. ' 
i“ Nm 
i It was indicated thet the «resident is to take : 
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appropriate action and probably wiil nomincte Brazilian > 
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SUBJECT 1 Statements on Arad Unity and Lebanese Independence 
at the September 23 Meeting of Parliament. 
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Beirut, Lebanon 
September 30, 1944 

Rec'd October 10, Spm. 
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A~46, September 30, 1044, 2 Vilparbmant of Site 


{he unconditional resognition of Lebanon by the 
United States and the stetemonts made by the Presi- 
dent, Secretary Hull, und Senator Connally on the oo~- 
oasion have received unanimously favorable treatment 
4n the Lebanese press, 


Nationalist and pro-Government newspapers Appear 
to be partioularly happy that the Amorican recognition 
came at this particular time because somo doubt has 
‘begun to enter the minds of their editors regarding 
the Yeliance which they can ylace on British "nroteo~ 
tion" of their independence and they consider the Amer~ 
,i¢an Botion an added and more important "cuarantee*, 


Press comment has not, however, been exceptio-~ 
ally voluminous, although reasonably widesproad, It 
= moreover been somewhat delayed by a recent press 
strilce, , 


Besides fuleqame expreasions of satisfaction with 
and praise for the action of recognition, practically 
all editorials mention the renewed confidence in the 
Atlantio Charter whieh has been engendered by this 
aAmerloan move » 


é desoribes the Amerioan reoognition as 
among the most important evonts of this eventful yoar 
and deolavres that its effect on Lebanon's political 
future will doubtless be yy create. “fo the United 
States Governnent,” editorial says, “we present our 
Loyal gratitude for this clear recognition whioh 
proves that the Atlantio Charter is being coord 
to anpl:; to the affairs of smgll] weak nations. ‘le P 
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(A~46, Sept. 30, 1944, 2 pers, Beirut) 


trust that our country may be able to benefit from 
this recognition in a way to atrencthen our indo pen~ 
dance. 


In a second editorial An Nehar declarcsa via 
full recognition of Lebanese Independence is signifi- 
gant as meaning that the United States Government con~ 
siders the Prench mandate as being campletely and fi- 
mally terminated and that it hae by this action given 
evidence of ite belief that Lobanon and Syria have 
proven in every way that they are democratic. In oth- 
er words, editorial continucs, Amorica acts as well as 
speaks and fulfills its promises, and proves that the 
Atlantic Charter guarantecs the rights of small nations. 


uxpressing its eatisfaction at American recogni- 
tion in eloquent terms 41 issia states: "Je have in 
the country of \ilson dnd Hoossveit a fortress of free- 
dom and a sincore and unselfish people for they harbor 
no imperialiam or territorial aggression in their 
hearts. The jmoricans have destroyed despotism and 
Slavery, 6 are especially delighted at Anorican re- 
cognition beenuse of the large Lebanese and syrian 
_ Gonmunities living in that country." Remariing that 
this ia the fourth time Lebanon has boen pramised in~ 
depemdience, Al Assia expresses belief that this prom- 
ise may be observed this tine as it is supported by 
the Great Powera, 


wa asserts that averican reoognition is a 
new indication of the strengthening of Lebanon's in~ 
Qependence from an intornational viewpoint and shows 
the intentions of the United Nations to carry out the 
orinoiplos of bhe Atlantic Chartor in a serious manner, 


several other oditorials discuss many of the 
points mentioned above, 


The foregoing comment is oonfined to the fact of 
recounition and to the Roosevelt, Hull, and Connally 
statements. Zditorial dissussion of the exohances of 
notes has not yot apveared because of a delay in their 
publication. 


Vadaverth 


Copy to aneriean Legation, 
Dama Sous 
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ALL AMERICA CABLES AND RADIO 
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HIS EXCELLENGY FRANKLIN ROOSEVELT 
PRESIDENT UNITED STATES WASHINGTON Dc 


400000 SYRO-LEBANESE RESIDING IN ARGENTINA REJOICE AND 


EXPRESS THANKS /FoR7 RECOGNITION fO¥7 INDEPENDENCE 
OF] $ SYRIA LEBANON BY YouR GOVERNMENT 


VIGENTE ALI JAFELLA PRESIDENT SYRIAN UNION 
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M. Hoppenot called today, at Mr. Murray's request, to receive 
the Department's memorandum dated October 5, 1944, regariing United 
States policy toward Syria and Lebanon. 


In presenting this memorandun, lir. Murray said he desired to 
emphasize our earnest hope that in their dealings with the Syrians 
and Lebanese, particularly as relates to the conclusion of treaties, 
the French would pursue a tactful, generous and friendly policy 
rather than narrow, legalistic and dictatorial methods. We were 
convinced, he said, that the former would obtain the maximum good=- 
will and concessions for France in the Levant States and that the 
latter might well obtain nothing. In this connection, Mr. Murray 
pointed out to M. Hoppenot that with the Russian recognition of the 
independence of Syria and Lebanon and the revival of active Soviet 
interest in the Near Hast a new factor had entered the picture. 

The Levantine peoples were old hands at playing one party off against 
the other and might well turn to Russia for support if pressed too 
hard by the French; it seemed significant that the Syrian President 
had already protested not only to Roosevelt and Churchill, but also 
to Stalin, regarding the pressure he thought was being put on tim to 
negotiate a treaty of "special privilege" with the French. ™ ee 
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Mr. Murray continued that there was only one previous casgco 
the termination of a mandate by a Treaty of Alliance, that of 
and he wasn't sure that could be called a complete success in 
of the troubles of 1941 in Iraq. In addition, he felt that t 





/ 


situation 
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situation had changed fundamentally since the previous treaties had 
been negotiated between France and the Levant States in 1936. Con- 
sequently he hoped that the French authorities’ would not slavishly 
4ngist on follewing the pattern of 1936 or the so-called "p recedent” 
in Iraq. He was confident that French intelligence and wit wes 
capable of devising more appropriate and successful methods, adapted 
to the real situation; he could envisage a France reviving the slogans 
and the leadership of the Revolution and in this spirit evoking an 
enthusiastic response from the Syrian and Lebanese peoples. ; 
_ M. Hoppenot said he was not currently informed as to the situation 
- 4n the Levant States, due to the present dislocation of communications 
with Paris, but indicated that he was in essential agreement with 

‘Mr. Murray's views. He desired, however, to make two observations: 


1) He felt that a treaty was necessary. France had invested 
a lot of money in Syria and Lebanon and acquired interests 
there which must be protected. 


2) Negotiations would be difficult if Wadsworth, not to 
mention Spears, continued his "anti-French" activities. 


Replying to 2), Mr. Murray said we were awaiting a report from | 
Wadsworth on the representations recently made by Me Hoppenot, and 
would discuss the matter further after its arrival. However, he 
could assuge M. Hoppenot that the Department's instructions to 
Mr. Wadsworth were invariably marked by the goodwill which this 
Government feels toward France, and he found it hard to believe 
. that these instructions were not carried out in the same spirit. 
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The Governaent of the United States has bean 
guided in its attitude toward Syria and Lebanen since 
the events of July 1941 by two principal conaiderations:s 

1) Ite frequently reiterated sympethy with the 
aspivetione of the vyrian and Lebanese peoples for the 
full anjeguent of severeiga independence which has been 
entisageé sinee the establishment ef the “Class A" Mandates 
a 


a) Ste eatabiiened pelisy of secording reeogeition 


to another geveranent only when such government is in 
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possession ef the anahinery ef state, stministering the 
government with the assent of the people theresf and 
witheut sabetential resistence te its authority, snd is 
in « position te fulfil the obligations and respenaibiii~ 
tien ef o sovereign etete. 


Gee United stetes Goversacnt wes tims mnable to 


aveoke 
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accede to the original request that it grant full recog~ 
nitdon to Syria and Lebanon, made to it by the French 
authorities following the issuance of the independence 
proclamations by General Seuecus in 1941, though it was 
glad to recognize the step thus taken towards independence 
by establishing Legations at Beirut and Damascus and ac~ 
crediting to the local Governments a "Diplomatic Agent," 

a rank customarily used in the case of semi-independent 
States. This Government has subsequently followed develop- 
ments in the Levant States with careful attention. It 
welcomed the ets concluded with the local Governments 
by General, Catroux in December 1943 and observed with satis~ 
faction the transfer to them of the substantial governmental 
powers previously exercised by the French authorities. As 
the French Delegate at Washington was recently informed, " 
the Government of the United States has concluded that 
Syria. and Lebanon may now be cmaebateot to be effectively 


independent, and is therefore according full recognition 


7 of 
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of this independence by accrediting to the lecal Govern- 
ments at Beirut and Damascus an Envoy Extraordinary end 
Minister Flenipotentiary. 

It will be seen from the foregoing that the relations 
of the United states Government with Syria and Lebanon 
have been conducted in accordance with the realities of 
the situation. Im the view of this Government, the war 
powers exercised by the French and British authorities in 
Syria apd Lebenen could not be considered inoonsistent 
with er deregatery to the independence of the states, since 
these powers have eae freely and willingly granted and 
have been repeatedly confirmed by the local Governments. 
As to the complex legal situation, involving questions of | 
the status of the League of Nations and of the position of | 
France therein, as well es of the juridical validity of 
the independence preolamtions themselves, it is the 
epinion ef this Government, as the French Comuil ttee of 


National Liberation was informed at Algiers in Noven- 


ber 1943, that no useful purpose would be served by 


academia 


~kho- 


academic discussion of these legal technicalities. 

As regards “the accords to be concluded between 
France and the States," these would appear to constitute 
a question between France end the Syrian and Lebanese 
Republics, negpeetively, which would not affect the re- 
lationship between these Republics and ohne sovereign 
States. The United States would naturally have no 
yeasen te objeet to the conclusion of agreements defin- 
ing the relationship of France with Syria and Lebanon 
whieh were freely and volunterily agreed to betwee the 
interested parties and 414 rot infringe the rights and 
interests of others. In this connestion, it may be is 
called thet Inense Lang age ancepted. the gmeral patasipte 
that ell nations should seccive equal treatment in lew 
and in fast even in the mandated territories end that 
Francs guarantees such treatment to the interests of 
the Uatted @tates and its nationals in Syria end Lebanen 


by the Trenty of 1924 and related instruments. The 


United States 
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United States could therefore not agree that Frange or 
French nationals should enjoy diseriminatory privileges 
in independent Syria and Lebanon. 

ou the other hand, the United States Government 
gladly recognizes the relations of speciel friendship 
which have Long existed between France and the Levant 
geates, particularly Lebenen. It was distressed when 
thie relationship was endangered by the erisis ef Hever 


per 1943 im Lebenon and sinserely hepes that the close 


\ ; between the Brench people and the peoples of fiyria and 
‘ \ Lebanen Will continue te characterise the relations be- 
‘ 
, Departaent of State, 
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CROSS-REFERENCE FILE 


NOTE 


SUBJECT Requests list of the dates of appropriate occasions 
en which the President might send annual congratulatory 
messages to the President of those States 


Depar taent ~ 


See __ MS sancmiateecbarerini Saiecieeeiacenaiaitinan hemmecinemmeneeein 


"Cote Noes tao, Note) 


Dated _0st.6,.1946 To Beirat 


% % Grape pats cores re 
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To the . 
Officer in Charge of the American Mission, 
Beirut. 


The peeretary of State refers to the Department's 
instruction 26. 234 ef October é 194, and transmits 
herewith fer the confidential information of the Officer 
in Charge & copy ef & menorendum of conversation between 
otticare ef the Department and of the French Delegation 
at Washington regarding ‘United states policy toward 
syria end Levenca. 


Zualosure? aguen| a 104 F 


/ Momexenton ¢ Conversation 
Oetober 10; 1944. 
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CROSS-REFERENCE FILE 


NOTE 


SUBJECT xattorial favorable to the full recognition by 


the U.8. of the en of Syria and the 
Lebanon. 


For the original paper from which reference is taken 


Ree Ss icaniiciucns el MMI ceetbichoa pti inet heatanicepirtnestip ats swatennemenw ene 
. 





& h Goummnaet vesiemes epreen. 41000 
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SH/$O 


Octoper 1%, rea 


My dear My, Badeau! 


i refer to our resent conversations about de and 
Lebanon and partioularly te the atatements on this subject 
in the sonernn eee tranemitted to OWI with Mr, Berle’s letter 
16, 19436 


While that memorandum etill seens 


of 

hi stoi anny — it ie of course somewhat dated now. 

Hon ew that OWX has subsequently been kept cur~ 
oy toward 


g 
as ieve 
lotormed of the development of our 


poli 
%% states through the frequent conferences whieh you, 
te. Ghelené and Dy. Kureni have had with me and with the of- 


ficers of the Division of Hear Eastern Affairs. 


I attach, for the record, copies of the Departaent's 
our 


anda on the same subjest between the Department and the 
Yreneh % « Gopies of the latter 
were reee ghown te De. by Mr. Kohler. * 
Sisco Segemesegect Stuttg etjoy snaionned in ta beper 
ee, ey ca - 
aens*s ene 2 : ately serve as guidance for 


iol : 
af yP Peul H. Alling 
Deputy Direeter 
Office of Near Kastern and African Affairs 
whment's Frecs Release of september 19. 
qnent's Press Release of September 23. 
wn £1 Frensh Delegation, 


te Freneh Delegats@np~-- 
5, 19h» i. 
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CROSS-REFERENCE FILE 


NOTE 


SUBJECT Unpublished Soviet Note of July 19,1944, concerning 
Soviet recognition of Syrian Independence. 


Submitting - . 


For the original paper from which reference is taken 


See £183 
Despatch, 


cccacienarnNTaueeenes sepprrnisecicaen Sigg 


Dated Cot. 25,1944 a shies Damascus. 


Wile No. ____890D-01/lorzsae 0 
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October 30, 2h 


No, 1-29 
SONFIDENTIAL 


fo the 


Officer in Charge of the American Mission, 
Paris. 


594 2/3 fh #* 

The Secretary of State refers to the Department's 
instruction no. 70 Ostober 16, 1944, and transmits 
herewith for the further information of the Officer in 
Charge copies of memoranda of conversations between 
officers of the Department and the British Embassy and 
the French Delegation at Washington regarding Syria and 
Lebanon. | 


Enclosures: 


1) Memorandum of Gonversation 
, WAth Offieial of British 
| Matbassy, October 17, 1944. 


2) Memorandum of Conversation 


with reese) of “a ‘aa 


ADC 10/27/44 
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No. 


To the 


Officer in Charge of the Ameriean Mission, 


Beirut. t 
jis fou ff 


/eqo t.01/ ns 
The Secretary + State vorere to the Department's 
instruction no. 239/of October 16, 1944, and transmite oO 
hewewith for the further information of the Officer in x 
Charge copies of memoranda of conversations between oO 
officers of the Department and the British Embassy and 6 
the French Deiegation at Washington regarding Syria and . 
vebanen. b 
f) 

Enclosures: 


v 1) Memeorandum of Conversation 
with Offisial of aero 
Eubasey, Oateber 17, 


2) Memorandum of Ganz dvea tion 
with Offieial of Freneh Dele- 
gation, Osteber 25, 1944. 


/ 





OFFICE OF NEAR EASTERN AND AFRICAN AFFAIRS 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


Memorandum of Conversation | 
DATE: October 17, 1944. 


SUBJECT: Treaty relations between French and Syria and Lebanon 


PARTICIPANTS: (ip, Mighael Wright, Counseler,British Embassy 
My, Wallace Murray 


COPIES TO: 





. ae 


My, Michael % called se by telephone this morning ané 
ref to our recent cotverahthee about the question of 
relations Ba gt ewe ané 


the Preach ywie end Lemanen, 
that a telegram had been received frea the Britich epsigh SITENe 
expreseing appreciation ef cur viewpoint in this matter 


we oe He age Wee ee wens 
coment ee h, a8 well as Syrians and a ~e 
SP wee Gitenliiy saxiniectiny waaeetenih 





eiaaee satisfactory ng. i 
aa Mr, Soe we het Shvesty apdtien vo bem St, 

t and that ted Kr, 
Gee hs scs as Sette Ss ea at nee 


Me, t then asked whether we would bt willing te instruct 
“ ‘$e conmit with Duft the British | 
Sy Sewers sen ein te ae 
r we | 
I assured Wright that we would be glad to take exch a etep. 


HEA; WOM; SRW 


sok OFFICE OF NEAR EASTERN AND AFRIGAN AFFAIRS 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
Memorandum of Conversation 


DATE: Qgtober 25, 1944. 


SUBJECT: POSITION OF THE UNITED STATES REGARDING RECOGNITION oF 


THE INDEPENDENCE OF SYRIA AND LEBANON 


PARTICIPANTS: M, Baudet, French Delegation 


Mp, Alling 


COPIES TO: 


request clari-_ 


of Syria and 


e him a copy of page 2 of 
ear 
twe 
tain 
ile 


ide i 


ities 33 ‘3 tiie E33 
a : ie 


3° 
jit: 
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M. Baudet had galled on October 16 to 


absolutely 


-2~ 


absolutely nothing appeared in the Delegation's files 
inéieating that sueh recognition had ever been requested. 

He therefore coneluded that in thigmatter, as in other, - 

M. Tixter had been following an independent line without 
lastruetions. He agreed, however, that the Department 

wae justified in believing from the record which I had 
presented to hia that the French authorities were pressing 
for American recognition of Syrian and Lebanese independence. 


I then took up with Kk. Baudet the manner in whieh 
varione foreign governments had accorded recognition of 
the independence of Syria and Lebanon. I thereupon read 
- _ ggg Sas ke phe gers pee eraet pa 
° er entit ecognition o e independence 
of Syria and Lebanon by Various Foreign Governments". 

A, Baudet said that he was glad te have this information 
for his own reference but thrt he assumed it was already 
available to the French authorities in Paris, 


I then referred to the complaints which *. Baudet 
and 4, Hoppenot hed made to Mr. Mu and to me regard. 
ing the activities of our representative at Beirut, 

Mp. Wadeworth, I told M. Baudet that we had taken this 
matter up with Mr. Wadsworth and that we had recently 
received a lengthy tel m (Beirut's no. 220 of Seto- 
ver 14), portions of h I predeeded to read to hin. 
After I had finished reading, 4. Baudet said that this 
message threw additional light on the entire matter and 
wag © % interest to him. ke was equally sure that 
41% would be of interest to the French Foreign Office 
and asked if we ceuld give hia an informal memorandum 
setting forth a vécund of the message. He said that he 
was sure that this would do a great deal of good in Paris 
and would be equally weleome in Beirut. in 8 connec 
tion he poin out that the Freneh authorities in Paris 
could tranemit the gist of our memorandum to General 
Beynet at Beirut le Kr, Wadsworth t be sonewhat 
tant to tranemit the same information to General 
Beynet. I told M. Baudet that I thought this could be 
arranged and that we would try to s him the memorandua 
requested. 
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. DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
DIVISION OF NEAR EASTERN AFFAIRS 


October 19, 1944. 


IONS TO THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
RECOGNITION OF THE INDEPENDENCE OF SYRIA AND 








During May and June, 1941, indications were received from 
the American Legation at Cairo that the Free French desired 
American support of their proclamations declaring the independe: 
of Syria and Lebanon. 


In telegram no. 590 of May 26, 1941, from Cairo, it was 
stated that: 


"General Catroux has drawn up a plan which 
consists of proclaiming the independence of Syria 
in the name of France upon his entry into the country 
with his troops. His plan also envisages that 
Churchill will issue a proclamation and it has been 
intimated that it would be hé@}pful if the President 
could express approval thereof in some way". 


On June 2, 1941, in telegram no. 640 the Legation stated: 


‘ 

“The same source (Free French) suggested 
that the endeavor to impart an international 
character to the invasion would be greatly 
facilitated if the President subsequent to 
General Catroux's proclamation would issue a 
atatement in favor thereof." 


‘Again, on June 8, 1941, the Legation at Cairo reported as 
follows: 


*In the course of informal conversations between 
menhers of this tion and British Embassy and Free 
French representatives regarding the proposed proclama- 
tion of General Catroux and supporting declaration of 
British Government on the entry of the Allied forces 
inte Syria .. .. tho question was raised on several 
occasions as to whether the American Government might 
be disp to make some sort of supporting declaration 
or sta t either in the boundaries of the French and 
British Gbelaration or justification of the occupation." 


The 


— 


The Department's records contain several memoranda of con= 
versations which took place in 1942 between M. Tixier, of the 
Free French Delegation, and officials of the Department, from 
which it is apparent that M. Tixier desired this Government's 
recognition of Syrian and Lebanese independence. 


In a memorandum of conversation on May 2, 1942 between 
M. Tixier and Mr. Berle the latter recorded the following: 


“He (M. Tixier) said he wished to urge the 
recognition of the independence of Syria. Axis 
and Vichy propagandists have made much of the fact 
that though the Free French declared its independ- 
ence, and the British have recognized it, we have 
not." 


On August 4, 1942, in a conversation between M. Tixier 
and Mr. Welles, at which time the question of this Government's 
intention to appoint a Diplomatic Agent and Consul General to 
Syria was raised, M. Tixier said that he was instructed to 
request that this action should not be taken before the United 
ad seine accorded recognition to Syria and Lebanon as independent 
states. 


Mr. Murray, in a memorandum of August 13, 1942, to Mr. Welles, 
commenting on the above conversation, stated: 


” was regards Syria and Lebanon, the Free French 
position as explained to me somewhat more fully by 
M. Tixier is that he would like the United States 
to grant full recognition to Syria and Lebanon as 
independent States, as an assistance to the Free 
French in their efforts to convince the Syrians 
and the Lebanese that Free French promises to them 
are geniune." 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
DIVISION OF NEAR EASTERN AFFAIRS 


October 19, 1944. 


MEMORANDUM 


RECOGNITION OF THE INDEPENDENCE OF SYRIA AND LEBANON 
BY VARIOUS FOREIGN GOVERNMENTS. 


So far as the Department's records indicate, no Govern- 
ment other than that of Great Britain recognized any privileged 
or preeminent position of France in Syria and Lebanon when ex- 
tending recognition to those States, as will be seen from the 
following. 


The Belgian Government on November 9, 1941, merely recog- 
nized "the independence of the Syrian Republic, Czechoslovakia 
on April 14, 1942, recognized "the independence and the sov- 
ereignty of Syria", and Iraq, on September 2, 1943, recognized 
geen independence, sovereignty and constitutional regime" of 

yria. 


In reply to a note of July 21, 1944, from the Syrian 
Minister of Foreign Affairs to M. Molotov stating that 


"Syria, which after long efforts and great 
sacrifices has just seen its internal existence as 

dependent and sovereign state solemnly recog- 
niz e « « would be happy to entertain with the 
U.S.5.R. in this respect friendly diplomatic re- 
lations which would be inaugurated as soon as 
possible by the exchange of diplomatic missions" 


the latter stated: 


"The Soviet Government and its Associates accept 
with satisfaction the proposal of the Syrian Govern- 
ment to establish diplomatic and friendly relations 
between Syria and the Soviet Union.* 


The Syrian Premier and Prime Minister informed Mr. Wadsworth 
that Ambassador Novikov, who had arrived from Cairo for the 
negotiations, had, under specially solicited instructions, 

iven assurance that his government would not support any 
French policy of imperialistic special privilege in Syria 
and Lebanon. 


-~2-= 


A similar exohange of correspondence took place between 
the LedDenese Minister for Foreign Affairs and Mr. Molotov. 
At * zener on August 5, 1944, Ambassador Novikov told 
Mr. thus confirming a statement previously made by 
the Lebanese ‘i Minister, that Soviet recognition was “with- 
out equivoque or condition, 


Poland extended recognition to Syria and Lebanon on 
Auguet 14 and 17, 1944, respectively. The letters of credence 
of the new Polish Minister were the only documents indicating 
such recognition. Upon Syrian and Lebanese insistence, however, 
that Nee be made to the unconditional recognition of the 
independence of those States, the new Minister, on his own re- 
sponsibility, inoluded in his formal remarks (written copies of 
which were not presented) the statement that "the President of 
the Polish Republic wished also to manifest in a formal manner 
the aneonditional recognition of the independence and sovereignty 
of the Republic of Lebanon (Syria)". 
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AMLEGATION 
BEIRUT (LEBANON) © 
O 
m 
The Department would appreciate receiving by airgram a list oO 
of the official personnel of the French Delegation General. ~ 
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CROSS-REFERENCE FILE 


NOTE 


| Informe cates United States recognition of the 
independence of Syria and Lebanon. 
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ably ask in the 
near future to ghange t titles of their 
Agents and Agents Genergl to Consul and 
Consul General, t untal they do we believe 
Mr. de Beaumont should 
referred to as Agént General. Similarly, 
we will continue to refer to the French 
Embassy as the elegation (with the 


addition of the worts fof the Provisional 
Government of the h Republic") and 

to Mr. Hoppenct as Delegate until the French 
ask us to change. 








DEPARTMENT 
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STATE TELEGRAM 
an 
Dae-460_ a Oil : 
This telegram must be = AS TAY 


paraphrased before being 71" 
communicated to anyone 
other than a Gevernnent 
Agmoys (RESTRICTED) 
Secretary of State, 


Vashingtone 


195, November 6, 11 asm. 


Afghan Government announced on November 4 its 


recognition of Syria and Lebanon 4s independent republics. 
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AIRGRAM i 


AIRGRAM SENT ene? og 


CONFIDENTIAL % 


RESTRICTED 


166 Pepartment of State SECRET 


NO._A- BBE _ 


Washington, \ 
TIME._10:00 AM Nov. 8, 1944 \ 
git 
AMEMBASSY ane 37d 
PARIS ro ae 
q" que 


The Department has recently forwarde 
memoranda exchanged between the Departm 
at Washington regarding United States cognition of/the independence 
of Syria and Lebanon and of memorands’of conversatjéns which have taken 
place between officials of the Depaytment, the British Embassy and the 
French Delegation regarding the sifyuation in those States. See Depart- 
ment's airmail instructions Nos. 33, October 6; 43, October 11; 70, 
October 16; and 120, Ootober 30. The Department has also repeated to 
the Embassy its recent telegrams to Beirut on this subject, notably in 
its Nos. 113, October 7, 8 p.m.; 114, October 7, 9 p.me; and 159, Octo- 
ber 14, 6 p.m. The Embassy will also have noted the statements of the 
President and Secretary of State regarding the recognition of Syria 
and Lebanon and the notes exchanged in this connection between this 
Government and the Syrian and Lebanese Governments contained, respective 
ly, in Radio Bulletin no. 227, September 20; no. 226, September 19; and NN 
the Department's Press Release no. 449, September 23. 
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These documents fully elucidate the Department's policy toward 
Syria and Lebanon. The Department's views as regarde:.the future re- 
lationship. between these independent States and France, with particular 
reference to the possible negotiation of agreements confirming the in- 
dependence of the States and defining their relationship with France, 
are summarized particularly in the Department's memorandum of Octo- 
ber 5 and the conversation which took place on the occasion of its 
delivery to the French Delegate at Washington on October 10; and in 
the Department's telegram no. 159), October 14, 6 p.m. 


The Ambassador is requested/to seek an early suitable opportunit 
to discuss this question informally with the appropriate French autho 
ities on the basis of the information provided in the above reference 
and in the spirit of Mr. Murray's remarks to M. Hoppenot on October 
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The Department should be kept fully informed of the results 
of these conversations and of developments in the French attitude 
and activities as respects Syria and Lebanon. 


Repeated to London and Beirut. 
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CROSS-REFERENCE FILE 


NOTE 


SUBJECT 


Comments on the Frenco-British relations in Byria and Lebanon, 
aceording to the French view poikt. 


xe 


For the original paper from which reference is taken 


Ses Si ie A i ce ails csas gente 
(Denpatah, telegram, hutruction, letter, ate.) 
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ME 


LEGATION OF THE 


cBAWLME a. OF AMERICA 


No. 579. | 


wt AE eye Als agagy 
Subject: Recognition of Syria and Lebanon by the Af 
Government. ghan 
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The Honorable 
The Secretary of State, 
Washington 


° 


afro 


sir: 


In confirmation of my telegram Ho wy 195 of November 6, 
11 a.m., I have the honor to enclose herewith - for the 
records of the artment and as of historical interest - 


= texts . is [ie ae een translation) of the telegrams ex- 
Minister of Foreign Afteire, 
Ald a men, and Foreign Ministers of and 
Lebanon, sotively. (Bnclosure Wo. 1). . The ams 
_o the | Minister of Foreign Affairs were published 


> Isleh of Movember 4th, and the rep- 
os in the same ° vember 12th. Together the 
constitute a ation by the Afghan Government of t 
independence of  hepublics of Syria and Lebanon. 


There 4s also enclosed a translation of an editorial 
he Ielah of November 1, 1944, in whieh the granting 
ere. apa age by af satan is foreshadowed (En- 
The statement in the third that 
the Levant States were having diff: eultion 
Prigporetgen kre «gg ne gn showed her s 
1s whieh wae to en article in he 


—— wa to the De- 
tention ee despatéeh No. of November 
article ee with an assurance that 
of a Lebanon would not affect the 
a ‘ exist between Afghanistan and 
Prance, ha that the political and cultural ties between 
them would _— continue on a sound basis. 


a. I saking this action the Afghan 
se influenced by the deeision of the Go 
‘ted States to extend full recognition 
(See aleo the Legation's telegram 
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159, September 6, 6 p.m., ami the Department's telegram of 
September 18, 2 p.m., 1944). 


Respectfully 





Enclosures: it 
Yi. Bxehange of telegrams between Afghan Minister of 
ee Affairs and Foreign Ministers ef syria 

Le 


banon. 
2. Translatien of Isiah editerial, Movember 1, 1944. 


In original ealy. 

Copies sent te: 
Amowienn Legation, Beirut. 
dent ieee Beoesay, Paris. 
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ENCLOSURE WO. 1 —— eee Wo. 579, November 12, 1944, 
Pr e208 


xchange ef Telegrans between 
the Afghan Minister ef Pore Affairs and 
the Foreign Ministers of Syria and Lebanon 


(franslatiens from the 
of November 4 and 12, 


Ie 
Fore Minister of Syria, 


I have $he great honor to inform you that my ge vaea 
wating een with real pleasure and Smeeter Ses 
mhepemmenee of Syria has been success iy sehleved, 
a7 oF neers the Syrian nation on 

. tant event. I hope that the friendly 
iy velations which are thus commencing between 
t Syria and afghanistan will be more 

ad in the future. 












All Mehamed 
Minister of a Affairs 
of Afghanistan 
Ld 
It. 





, er of Afghanistan, 


ee my Gevermment's sincere thanks and deep 
fer, Beer Mieshloney's ind eeage sony ying 
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ee "Sudlatous con heey existing 
Jamil 


Merdan bog 
Minister rete Affairs 
of Syria 





II. 


: IIt. 
His Excellency 
ere ereiga Mints 
Pore. ter of Lebanon, 
I have the honor to inform aged Excelleney that the 
somes of eee is to learn that Lebanon 


has achieved its independence that the Lebanese nation 
wishes. fer the progress and welfer In conveying good 


press, the for ' and welfare of your country I ex- 
fekeuniy and brotherly relations 
the the will have a happy and prosperous 


Ali Mohamed 
Minister of yoreige Affairs 
of Afghanistan 
. Iv. 
The Fore: Minister of Afghanistan, 
Kabul. 

I have the honor to aclmowledge the receipt of Your 
demey*s friendly teleg and I beg you and the af- 
overnment acce of — ese Gov- 





tty of the afguen nation rouent desi 
to maintain and extend brotherly and cordial relations. 


Salim Tagqlea 
winieser' = of Foreign Affairs 
of Lebanon 


ENCLOSURE NO. 2 with despatch No. 579, November 12, 1944, 
from American Legation, Kabul. 


Editorial in the Islah of November 1, 1944 
(Translation ) 
SYRIAN AND LEBANESE INDEPENDENCE 


According to recent reports great steps have been taken 
by two Arab countries, Syria and Lebanon, towards achieving 
their independence, and it seems that these lands which have 
from ancient. times played an important role in the civilized 
world will again assume their proper and honored position. 


After they had been separated from the Ottoman — 
their people - always eager to obtain their freedom an 
independence - made great sacrifices and until the present 
war strove to throw off the French Mandate. 


During this war the liberty movement in Syria and Leb- 
anon was intensified, and England and America - when their 
troops landed in these countries - promised full independence 
to them and declared that the national aspirations of these 
two Arab lands were in agreement with their own. Last year 
the conflict between the Syrian and Lebanese liberals on 
the one hand and the French officials on the other, attracted 
the attention of all civilized and freedom-lov nations 
and enlisted their good will on behalf of the independence 
of Syria and Lebanon. Afghanistan, too, in her capacity of 
a free Moslem Asiatic country did not refrain from showing 
her sympathy towards the Syrians and Lebanese, and expressed 
good wishes to these countries with whom friendly and fra- 
ternal relations had existed in past generations. Happily, 

a number of countries, such as Iraq, Egypt, Iran, Great 
Britain, the United States, and the Soviet Union, all recently 
recognized the independence of Syria and Lebanon. 


uently the Afghan Government, representing an 
Islamic Oriental nation, welcomes the independence of 
Syria and Lebanon and is about to recognize their independence. 
The people of Afghanistan hail their freedom with great 
Pleasure and congratulate them. They wish them success in 
achiev much progress and development and in gaining their 
ihe, 9 place in the family of free nations of the post-war 
world. 


On the other hand, however, the recognition of the inde- 
pendence of these two countries does not the least affect 
the friendly relations between Afghanistan and the Prench 
Government and people. Afghanistan stands firmly by its 
friendship with that great Western power, and it hopes that 
the relations between Af, stan and France will always re- 
main on a sound and stable footing, and that in the cultural 
sphere, too, strong and durable connections will continue 
between the two nations. 
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P at mantes © ae wek | TO BE TRANSMITTED 
beavis | TELEGRAM EGRAM SENT SECRET 
CONFIDENTIAL 
: RESTRICTED 
Cone Drei: | Department of mt CLEAR 
at ate UNRESTRICTED 

—" Washington, 


November 24, 1944 


AMLEGATION 
BEIRUT (LEBANON) 


a | 7 TWENTY-FOURTH 


The President has addressed a televrem of felicitation 


$90E 01 TES Y 


dated November 22 to the President of cif Re: Aid. ie of the 
Lebanon as suggested in your yee of November 18, 3 p.m. 


on the occasion of the Lebenese "Fate de 1'Indépendence". 


Instruction quoting telegram follows. 
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285, Geventier! 24, S p.M. 500 b= 

Referring to the Department's telegram No. 437, ;' ee 
November 16, 6 p.™. the Poreign Minister informed me ul® " 
yesterday that, by Gegiston of the Couneil of Minieters | 
taken thie week, November 22 has been established as 
the Lebanese "Fete de L* Independence". 
7 The Preetdent is to hold a formal offtoetal recep- 
tion at wateh the Drpgematic Gerps, Lebanese officials 
and notables will be rese@wed. 

A note received from the Foreign Ministry today 
adds that the day “has been chosen by Gevernment for 


vyysi-i!1/10°S068 ~.. 


the exchange of congratusations between the National 


Lebanese authorities and foreign authorities", which 
I take to mean that the Ministry considers 4% to be S 
the appropriate annual cogasics for the despatch ke 
foreign chiefs of state. | 
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=2~ #256, November 16, 3 p.m, from Beirut 


Ae I have been assured by the Prime Minister that 
the fete is to be cvaerved: officially with simple pat- | 
¥Lotic dignity and with perticular care to afford no 
cause for French to take offense, I believe Ameripan 
Government may take appropriate cognizance thereot. 


WADSWORTH 
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 SEK~+O12 
This. Bg rt must be 
€, raphrastd be- Dated November 20, 1944 
fore xing communicated 
to anyone. oe Rec'd 5:39 p.m. 
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Velloso said today that the Brazilian Goverment is ‘ 
Proognising Lebanon and Syria. Fernandes Pinheiro, Consul 
% x eral there will be named Charge 4' Affaires, 
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CORRECTION 
DMB~-912 fovember 25, 1944 


Thies telegram must be 


closely paraphrased be~ 
fore being communicated 
te anyone. (CONFIDENTIAL) 


In cable from Rio 3127 November 20 4 p.m, 
political change serial number to 4127. 
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AMERICAN MEGATION 
Beirut, Lebamm. 
lNovember 24, 19 
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- ‘gubject: ‘The Alexandria Protocol and French Diplomacy 
tN — 4 in Lebanon. A 
rs he e 4 . 3 | 
whe Secretary of Sstate\ Aa” C N Py oie 
\ wets : 4% 
Washington. \ a a u) 
: | Ayn + 1948 






With my immediately eceding despatch of this date oi 
I had the honor to transmit the Legation's Monthly Poli- 

tieal Review for October 1944. Its composition end draft- 

img were in largest measure the work of Special Atte ' 

Daniel Demett. 1 


Mr. Dennett had ended the Review with a special aoe 
item entitled “The Alexandria Protocol and Freneh Diple- i 
macy in Lebanon”. It was designed to elaborate his open- fe 
ing section en "Highlights of the Month". 


The speeial item, I felt, morited submission under 
seperate cover. To do 80 is my object in writing the 
present tranmitting despateh. 908° Fe koti 

¥ 40 eee 


In telegram No. 224 of October 18, 2 peme, I report- 
ed the Lebanese Foreign Minister's outiine of the - 
lights of the Alexindria Conferenes. Mr. Demett I 
have sinee reed with much interest the detailed reports 
thereon prepared in the Cairo Le tion. With that Lega- 
ee ee ban the final Protecol was an achievement 
ef po ally high import to future political relation- 
ships in and with the Middle Bast. ; 


6406 © sfio- UE 
In a subsequent telegram, Woe /228 of October 20, 
10 acme, I Fi 4n eonsiderable detail General Beynet's 
dis see, of October 15 te President Khoury. 
Thies was the general effeet that Lebanese adherence to 
the ——— policy eleuse of that Proteeol might inmvali- < 
Gave the Oatroux declaration of Lebenese independences | 
Its . ate aftexmath was reported in my despateh Hoe «5 \ 
ber 25. “) ~~) 
FF6G.0 10-%3 : hg 
/ wr. Deumett's special item, copy of which is enclosed. SY 


in Memorendum form, brings this tale in its broader 
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(Despateh Mee 506, roe _ 1944, Beirut, 


pelitieal aspect eee lepgely up-to-date. Interesting 
side-lights tad oe cunt’ in' tun first enelesure (e.g+ 


sa 8 end liel®) te my Geapeten No. 566 of 
veperting reeemt France-Syrien negotiations. 


Reepectfully yours, 


— 





er 24, 1944, 


ne ae ee* 









Somewhat wnexpectedly the decisions reached at the 
Alexandria Conference became so intimately connected with 
a policy that the two subjects can best be treated 

ge ther « 


It will be reealled that before the Lebanese Premier 
left for Egypt in September he gave the Chamber and the 
publie emphatic assurances that his Gelegation would con- 
sent to no agreement which would jeopardise Lebanese in- 
dependence 


® 


At this point it should be noticed that the Arabie 


word for aes "Ietiqlal®, whieh genereliy through- 
out the Arab World connotes independence foreign 
eontrol, in the minds of Lebanese Christians has for de- 
cades had special meaning: Indepemdenee from the control 
of the Moslem hinterland. 


Thus, with the French addition of a few variants of 
their eum, largely emphasising a need for alliance with 
and maintenance of 


Praen ee French political and cultural 
influenee, the meanings of the terms *4ndependence® and 
"sovere have assumed in Lebanon forms which may 
pessibdly in e future classes in International lav. 
What Selh had sed, therefore, was some- 
ee oneulinis of more one interpretation. Never- 


theless, he returned from Alexandrie with his promise ap- 


®ghe Arab States emted on the Pre tory Com- 
mittee affirm wnaninoualy tei? et for inde 


Genee and sovereignty of Lebanon wi its present - 
° e 


Qne clause of the Protecol, however, ood a 
rancorous contreversy in Lebanese ti cireles and 
press. fhe fifth paragraph of Section I reads: 


no ease any r 

"In will it ( member state) be allaed to 
adopt a foreign yes dey which may be prejudicial to the 
eneral policy the Areb States or to the policy of an 
ndependent s of the League". 





sts, a Chris- 
ees in 199$-37 





= 2 «= 
(Enee Noe 1, Desp. Noe 563, Beirut) 


Lebenon's freedom in fereign pelicy, thereby impaired the 
sovereignty end independence of the State. The emtrolled 
pro-French press took up the theme, and it was bruited 
widely in Catholic Christian circles. 


More violet was an unoensored letter to the Presi- 
dent egpeigere ponte sane are | Eaaé supporter and 
nephew o his subsidised paper 
“gaut-al-ahrar®. Awad accused President of bad faith, 
characterised his government as dictatorial, and ended 
with the declaration: 


"It lies within the power of your Government to muzzle 
our mouths and to break our pens, but it cannot force the 
coumtry to participate in an organisation incompatible 
with its independence and sovereigty". 


"Seut~-al-Ahrer" was suspended indefinitely because of 
the failure of its editor to submit this issue to prelimin- 
ary re te Meanwhile, however, additional copies nad 
been rum off the presses and distributed. 


Objective observers as well as Governmet sters 
sew in campaign of pamphieteering cal e hand 
of pre-Freneh intvigne which at the same time, according 


to the Syrian Foreign Minister, was distribu in Demas- 

que anti-government tracts which police investigation 

ae nad been printed in the Beirut "Jesuit "Presse Na- 
onale * ‘ ; 


fo these and similar attacks the Premier made ans- 
wer before the Ghamber in a tensely dramatic session on 
eT 15. His most telling retort read, in translation, 
as fellewss 


ol: om, but a collaboration whieh completely 
eur indepe 00, our sovereignty, and our fron- 





malig the Premier stated that he was not at this 

Se it wap fo be cummdtted te a competent coamittes f 
> He coneluded as foeliceuss . 

Ta@henmen eee not wish to cmelude gmy treaty with 

any foreign power. So Shue We ap diroctly’ to tne’ Ponce 


Conference 








a 3 es 
(Enee Noo 1, Despe Now 568, Beirut) 


Conferenee and to ally ourselves with all States on the 
basis of mutual benefit without according special privi- 
lege to any country whatsoever or to any Power whatsoever. 
We = in the Lebanon Christians and Muslims. We will 
defenS at the priee of our blood and our lives the indepen- 
denee of Lebanon, not only against the Occident but, if 
need be, against the Orient as well.* 


In veply to this declaration, a motion was introduced 
the Government for its work at Alexandria; and, 


with four deputies abstaining, the motion was carried un- 
animously. 


fwo days before this session, on October 15, as re- 

pereee 4n the Legation's telegram No. 228 of October 20, 

Sem, General Beynet in an interview with the President 
had presented his own views on the subject @f independence 
by declaring, at least by implication, that its consuma- 
tion was conditional on the signing ef a treaty as mention- 
ea in the different declarations of General Catroux (and, 
it may be added, of General de Gaulle himself). Such a 
treaty, Beynet argued, could scarcely be signed after the 
commitments made in Alexandria. 


The consistency of Beynet's logic was questioned by 
those whe remembered a speech he had made on September 
12. Quoted in translation from the official French weekly 
"courrier du Levent” this read: 


*Lebanese Lebupentowess whieh has been proclaimed and 
recognised officially by the Frenoh Government, will not 
be violated and cannot be violated. I authorise all per- 
sons to deny in my name and in the name of my Government 
all that is invented and propagated to the contrary on 
this subject®. 


But independence was defined anew by General de 
Gaulle in a press conferenee im Paris on October 25, a 
definition whieh in three versions following 
Reuters, the Arab q: and the official French re- 
lease of the Bureau de Presse. He saids 


"Lebanon and Syria ere independent and independent 
on all sides (de tous e@tés). It would be regrettable 
that Pranee should learn one day that the difficulties 
she faces elsewhere have been complicated by artificial 
@ifficulties preveked in Beirut er Damasous. Should this 
be the ease it mast step (11 faudrait que eela cesse)". 


Fromthia Geclaration leeal nationalists suggest, it 
ee SS Dae in the Frenen view, complete 
mS Se re ig is a situation cirownseribed only 
by the displeasure of Franes. In reply on October 29 
the Premier issued a general press statement which, too, 
was widely published. Its key passage read as follows: 


®"rebanon is independent "from all sides', as General 
de Gaulle says. It is therefore impossible, ed Lebsnon 


will never 


= 4a 
(Ence Noe ay Despe NOs 568, Beirut) 


will never accept, that any artificial difficulty should 

take place in it. No one has the right to interfere with 
this country's sovereignty and destinies which are now in 
the hands of its sons, represented by the legitimate na~ 

tional authorities", 


A confidential British Legation political report of 
early November commented that Riad Bey was at a loss to 
understand the second sentence in de Gaulle's statement 
and had said that "artificial difficulties" could be creat- 
ed only by interfering in the internal affairs of Lebanon 
which--in view of its independence--no one had a right to 
do. 


Thus, for the time being at least, ended this contro- 
versy of which the foregoing various quotations were only 
the highlights. Interested individuals, foreign and Leb- 
anese, accustomed to a strict interpretation of official 
declarations, were sorely troubled in their efforts to re- 
concile the word with the deed, 


And Mr. Wadsworth's enquiries in highest Lebanese 
and Syrian official circles and among his colleagues have 
elicited but one answer, with but minor variations, to 
the questions "Who do you think has, in the words of 
General de Gaulle, provoked artificial difficulties in 
Beirut and Damascus?” That answer was, in substance as 
follows: 


“If artificial difficulties have been provoked in 
these countries, it is the French themselves who have pro- 
voked them; although no doubt de Gaulle himself intended 
to dmply that difficulties in the way of realization of 
his Levant policy had been artificially created by the 
Syrian and Lebanese Governments and by the various foreign 
Legatione, notably the British with its capacity for strong 
di. sth iLaterventions and, to a lesser extent, the American 
with its policy of full and unconditional recognition of 
Syrian and Lebanese independence." 
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Reference the Lepartment's Airgra: 266 of doverter &,/the- 
position of the United States with regord to the reiationsip ce- 
tween France and the Indevendent states of Syria am Lebanon was 
discussed at len:ti. with fir. Chouvel, virector General of the Foreign 
Offiee, who ws fauiliar vith the Departuent's menorendun of YVotober 5 
and the substance of }'r. -urreay's rennkks to Hr. Honpenot. It was 
enphosized that the Department had ro objection to the conclusion of 
the agreements defining relatiouships tetween the French and Indenen- | 
dent States which were agreed to in e friendly manner between the in- 
terested parties provided they did not infringe the rights and interests 
of othera, althouzh the United States Government took note of the 
‘relations of special friendship which have so ling existed between 
France and the Lebanon States.' 


My. Chanvel stated that the letest resorts from the Levant in+ 
dicated thet tho course of Franco-Levantine relations which he des~ 
cribed roughly as ‘followin; a ohart of abotin,; forver'seemed for the 
time being to havo returned to a normal temperature.' Ostroro, wos 
now in the l'inistry on consultation, ond he renorted no feeling of 
apprehension thet relations would beoome ggcravated. 


Chawwel stated that the French Government felt that some agree~ 
mants were absolutely exsential between France and the Statec in ques- 
tion, that he felt thut a troety was hy fer the most preferetie way of 
definitely handling, mandate stetus, and he repented the now familiar 
Fronch thesis as regards France's reesonsibility to the Lesjue of tia~ 
tions. He said, however, that Frence we fully prepared to undertake 
the negotiation of the su sidlary conventions before proceeding to 
the more thoray treety. Amon,, the conventions he mentioned: one es~ 
tablishing judicial ri hts and procedures both as regards French cite 
jizens in the Lebanon Steter ord Lebanox citizens in France and its 
colonies; one military sonventio: rogardin;, protection o ares 
and the disposel of the special troops; one with re;ord t tary 
matters; one with rezard to edueation matters and cne with reyerd to 
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4-143 from Paris 

Chauvel stated that in his opinion the chief difficulty was 
that the two Levant Goverrments were obsessed with the idea that 
they would be afforded an opportunity to participate actively, al- 
though in a miner role, at the Peace Conference and that they felt 
that this partisipatiqn would be handicapped if they concluded any 
treaties before the Conference met. “his he felt was an error. i 
said that some daye ajo en invitetion had been sent out to the Syrian 
Poreign Minister to come to Parise to negotiate. while no answer had 
been received, Cheuvel was encouraged by the fact thet ot lerst the 
izwite:ion was receiving consideration. He stated that the experience 
of 1986 had proven that negetietions oould be mush expedited provided 
they did not take place in the Levant. He said thet if the Syrian 
Yinister accepted, a similar procedure would follow automatically as 
reapects the Lebanon. 
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Department of State RESTA IOTED 


Washington, 


NO. A=_2727 


Time__2:10 PM 
Dec. gl, 1944 
AMEMBASSY 
LONDON 


The following airgram of December 1 has been received from Paris 
with reference to the Department's airgram of November 8, repeated to 
you: 


LL RA RARER ec ES ORT IE RC NOE NT gh ee EE Tae 
position of the United States with regard to the relationship between 


France and the Independent States of Syria and Lebanon was discussed 
at length with Mr. Chauvel, Director General of the Foreign Office, 
who was familiar with the Department's memorandum of October 5 and | 
the substance of Mr. Murray's remarks to Mr. Hoppenot. It was empha- 
sized that the Department had no objection to the conclusion of the 
agreements defining relationships between the French and Independent 
States which were agreed to in a friendly manner between the interest- 
ed parties provided they did uot infringe the rights and interests of 
others, although the Unitea States Government took note of the INNER- 
QUOTE relations of special friendship which have so long existed between 
France and the Lebanon States. END INNERQUOTE 


vyrl-21/10°30628 


Mr. Chauvel stated that the latest reports from the Levant indi- 
cated that the course of Franco-Levantine relations which he described 
roughly as INNERQUOTE following a chart of abating fever ¥ND-INNERQUOTE 7 
seemed for the time being to have returned to 4& normal temperature. BND 
INNERQUOTE. Ostrorog was now in the Ministry on consultation, and he 


reported no feeling of apprehension that relations would become aggra- 
vated. 


Chauvel stated that the French Government felt that some agreements 
were absolutely essential between France and the States in question, that 
he felt that a treaty was by far the most preferable way of definitely 
handling mandate status, and he repeated the now familiar French thesis 
as regards France's responsibility to the League of Nations. He said, 
however, that France was fully prepared to undertake the negotiation of ~° 
the subsidiary sonventions before proceeding to the more thorny treaty. = 
Among the conventions he mentioned: one establishing judicial rights 
and procedures both as regards French citizens in the Lebanon states > 
and Lebanon citizens in France and its colonies; one military convention. ~ 
regarding protection of the area and the disposal of the special troops; ~~ 
one with regard to other military matters; one with regard to education »* 
matters and one with regard to commerce. 
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Chauvel stated that in his opinion the chief difficulty was 
that the two Levant Governments were obsesseg with the idea that 
they would be afforded an opportunity to participate actively, al- 
though in a minor role, at the Peace Conference and that they felt 
that this participation would be handicapped if they concluded any 
treaties before the Conference met. This hefelt was an error. He 
said that some days ago an invitation had been sent out to the Syrian 
Foreign Minister to come to Paris to negotiate. While no answer had 
been received, Chauvel was encouraged by the fact that at least the 
invitation was receiving consideration. He statcd that the experience 
of 1936 had proven that negotiations could be much expedited provided 
they did not take place in the Levant. He said that if the Syrian 
Minister accepted, a similar procedure would follow automatically as 
respects the Lebanon. UNQUOTE 


SOM Aras 
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WASHINGTON. 


I have the honor te refer to despatoch no. 192 
of November 15, 1944 from Damascus entitled "Recog- 
nition of Syrian Independence by Afghanistan", and 
te enclose as a matter of recerd the French texts of 
a parallel exchange of telegrams between the Foreign 
Minieters of Afgnenistan end Lebanon. 

Grenslations ef the original Frenen texts, whieh 
were furnished the Legation by the Lebanese Minietry 
ef Foreign Affaire, are also melesed. 

eer Respectfully yours, 
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AIR MAIL 


Enclosure ne. 1 te Deapaten no. S79, dated Deeember 
S, 1944, from Lat meesen Beirut, Lebenoa, 
re Afgnan Recognition ef Lebanese Independense 


eo. 


fon Excellence Monsieur shia TaAKIA 
Ministre des affaires Btrangéres du Liban 


J'al l*honneur de faire parvenir A Votre Exeel- 
lemee que le Gouvernement afghan se trouve trés Heur- 
eux Ge voir l'aecomplissement de l'indépendance 1ib- 
anaise et la réalisation du 4é6._r sacré légitine du 
peuple libansis om souhaitant le progrés et la pros- 
périté du Liban j'espbre que les relations micales 
et fravernelies entre nos deux peuples aurent m 
fevar rassurent et prepics. 


des Affaires Btrangtres 
we ‘atghenistan 


On Se Sr Se a ae GEE 


AIR MAIL 
Maclosure no. 2 te Despateh no. 579, dated December 
S, 1964, from American Legation, Beirut, Lebencn, 
re Afghan Recognition of Lebanese Independence 


Beyrouth 
le 6 Noveabre 1944. 


Son Exeellence Monsieur ALINGED 
Ministre des Affaires Etrangtres 4@'Afgnanis tan 
| GABOUL 


Jtai l*henneur d'accuser réception A Votre Ex- 
ecllence de son @ris aimable télégrame et de la 
prier de vouloir bien agréer pour elle-méme et pour 
le Gouvernement afghan les remercienents du Gouverne- 
ment libenais ainsi que les voeux que le liban formule 
pour le bonheur et la proepérité du peuple afghan avec 
lequel 1] soukaite maintenir et développer les rela- 
tions les plus fraternelies et confiantes. 


SELIM TAKIA 
_ Ges Affaires 


* 
@a Liban 


SHS DS Se 


AIR MAIL 


ne om ne. 3 te ten no. 579, dated December 
5, oe American tion, Beirut, Lebencn, 
re Afghan Recognition of Lebanese Independence 


His Excellency Monsicour Sélim TAKIA 
Minister of Foreign Affeirs of Lebanon 
Beirut 


I have the honor to inform Your Bxeellency that 
the Afghan Government is very happy to learn that 
Lebanon has achieved its independence and the reali- 
sation sacred and levful desire of the Lebanese peo- 
ple in heping for the progress and prosperity of Le- 
banon I hepe that friendly and fraternal relations 
between our two peoples wil] haye a reassuring and 


ALIMOHD 
' Mimister ef Poreign Affairs 
of Afgnumistan 


x 2 
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Lhew es sneumevoD eseandel offi to alnedt odd dnen 
seentqqad eds x02 ebfed nonadel sant secdatw eds an 
32 mosiw dé lw elqoeq satgtA ects Io Yiiseqsonq bas 
bua Lamtedatt secon et qoleveb bus aiatatem 03 seqod 
-smolsaler gatdauwss 


AIR MAIL 

no. S79, dated Deeember 
» Beirut, Lebanon, 

Lebanese Independence 





Beirut 
HNovesber 6, 1944 


His Excellency Monsieur ALINOND 
Minister of Foreign Affaire of Afghanistan 
RABUL 


Ir have the honer to acknowledge receipt of Your 
Iinéolieney's very kind telegram and beg Your Exeel- 
leney aveept for yourself and for the Afghan devern- 
sith tan Vinatte at the’ Lebahese Government as well 
es the wishes that Levanen holds fer the happiness 
end prosperity of the Afghan people with whom it 
epee to maintain and develop the most fraternal and 
twusting relations. | 


SELIM TAKIA 
Minister of Pereign Affairs 
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NOTE 


Regarding attitude of De Gaulle Government which menaces 
independence of Syria and Lebanon. 
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NOTE 


SUBJECT inforns of rumor thet th 
shortly recognise the Andependence of 


For the original paper from which reference is taken 
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February 5, /.345 


fo the 
Offieer in Charge of the American Mission, 


Beirut. 


The Bear etary of State transmits herewith for the 
information and guidance of the Officer in Charge copies 
ef memoranda of conversations soneerning the situation 
in hyrte and Lebanon which took place in the Departacat 
om Desember 15, 1944 and February 1, 1945. 
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Fepreary © ee 


wo, 4S? 


fe the 
Officer in Charge of the American Mission, 


The Secretary of State transmits herewith for the 
information ef the Officer in Charge copies of memoranda 
6 @f eomversations concerning the situation in Syria and 


\ 


 *Lebanes which teek place in the Department on December 15, 
1944 and February 1, 1945. 






sation 
be Perea. — & of the Department 
abapise Minister at London, 
2) Memorandum of Conversation 


ee elals ef the Departamt 
and ef the en * “Eaeser at Washington, 
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pos 
No. February 5, eag 


RESTRICTED 


fo the Officer in Charge of the American Mission, 


Paris. 


The seeretary of State transmits herewith for the 
information and guidance of the Officer in Charge eopies 
ef memoranda of conversations concerning the situation 
in Byrie and Levanen whieh took place in the Department 
gn December 15, 1944 and February 1, 1945. 


Enslesures: e ” 
ie ee of vyersaticn 


v ase uistster at boston, 


2. Menerwenéan of ea 
/ pegween officials ef the Deper tenn’ 
/ ent the ig 7 Eubassy &¢ Weshingten, 
February 1, 1945. 
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To the O 
Cfficer in Charge of the American Mission, rr 

London. N 

o 

ph 

The Secretary of State transmits herewith for the fe 
information of the Officer in Charge copies of menor ande e 

of conversations concerning the situation in Syria and A 

+. Lebanon which took place in the Department on December 15, y 


1944 and February 1, 1945. 


st" 


/ 
ae 
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o* 
Faclesures: 44 





/i. Memorandum of Conversation 
between offigials of the Department 
; and the Lebanese Minister at London, 
/ December 15, 1944. 


2, Memorandum of Conversation 
between officials of the Department 
and ef the British Eubassy, 
at Washingten, February 1, 1945. 
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STATE TELEGRAM ~~~ ate eeconns 
| SPECIAL POL THCAL NDE 
be: G44 
GEK-1182 Boi rut “Hb. e.7 q 
This tclogram :nust be | DEPARTMENT OF i , 
closely pararpnrascd be- Dated” DECOMBCI- TC, Te 





fore es c ommunicgtod - 


Roc'd 12:35 pemey 1Oth. 





284, Decombor 16, 7 psm. 9 
(SECTION ONE OF TIRES | 
Sccond sentonec, sccond paragreph your circulor 
IMFOTEL December 14, 2 pem. concerning Iran micht, I 
fool, havo been writton to describe situation in Iebanon, 
with Fronch substituted for Sovicts; though i can cite 


no such diroct quotation as that from laximove 


This would soom to constitute sound reason for 


00 
oO 
Oo 
mi 
Oo 
~ 
Nn 
‘ 
0) 
» 
p> 


apprchension were dc Gaulle to visit Levant (Luci st, 
GAod ol yw 
266, November 27, 10 pem.) cxecpt on invit tions fro:. 
[rosidents of Syria and i.cbanon; anda I am relicbly informed 
no invitation will be extcnded unloss solicitcd in conor 
p> 


end form appropriate to visit of onc independent chicf ™ 


2 
oa) 


———- 


of state to another. 


Spears (who left ycaterday aftor fortnight of most 





extensive honors, including eitizenship of Jamascus and 


i 


of Lebanon) has told mo Duff Cooper was instructcd porhaps = 


ue 
Pes 





ton days ago to let French know British considcrod 





dé Gaulle 


Wid 


e 
H 


a2 a aaOAy Decombor aaa 7 Perle eee ORE OF THREE) from 
Boirut - 


db) Guille had ‘abate a peculiarly ‘inopportunc momont ; 
also that under earlicr instructions Duff Coopor had ih 
‘postponement of projoctcd French cruisor visit to Boirut, 
even though Fronch had clready told him that ‘do Gaulle 
attached very great importance to the visit os a symbol 


of the ronewed Anglo-Fronch agreoment in tho itiddlc East", 
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DEPARTMENT INCOMING DIVISION OF 


OF COMMUNICATIONS 
STATE TELEGRAM AND RECORDS 
TR-1175 Beirut ; 
This telegram must be , 
closely paraphrased be~ Dated December 16, 1944 
fore being. communicated oe 
to anyone. (SECRET) Rectd 11:32 aetie, 18th 


Secretretary of State 


Washington 


284, pecan 16, 7 peme (SEQTION TWO) 

I have gothered in recent conversations with 
several high ranking Dritish that there is real 
anxiety in London as to repercussions which might 
follow such visits and considerable relief both there 
and here that they have been at least postpone de 
British seemed clearly unwilling to risk putting further 

- strain on forces elsewhere in Middle East to handle 

any aggravated situation here or in Polestine, 

Spears also commented that: "Ags to the batict, 
two things seem certain"s First, that his suceesor 
(Terence Shone, who is now in London and is expected 
to arrive here last week in December) will endeavor 
under new Poreign Office instructions to persuade local 
governments to sign tveaties with France, but will fail; 
and 


of pressure and intrigue to undermine public confidence 


in presence 


Second, that French will intensify their compaign é 


-Q~ #284, December 16, 7 pems (SECTION TWO) from Beirut 


in presence (repect presence) chambers cnd ministries 
with object of bringing about fell of lotter followed 
by Parliamentary Elections and resulting new ehanber « 
ministry combination which would accept trecties. This, 
too, Spears prophesies ond I agree, has no preetical 
chance of success in Syria and, all things considered, 
well less than fifty percent chance in Lebanon. 

General Holmes continues to be concerned lest 
persisting tensions, frictions and intrigues lead to 
disturbance of public security. Syrian President has 
again urged him to press for early settlement of Army 
and Gendarmerie questions. Premier and Foreign liinister 
strongly supported plea holding British responsible for 
any consequences which might result from seeming weakness 


of Edents demarche to Bidaulle 
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_ DEPARTMENT INCOMING \ DIVISION OF 


BAS-1276 Beirut 


This telegram muct be . 8 
closely paraphrasei be~ pated December 16, 1944 


fore being commnicated 
to anyone. (SECRET) Rec'd 6:10 pem, 18th. 
Secretary of State, 


Washington. a 


284, December 16, 7 p.m. (SECTION THREE) 
Discussing these matter's with Holmes and me a 
highly reliable 4nformant, after confirming Tuck's 
report that Eden stressed in Cairo that he wanted 
no more trouble in Syria, geid Eden had also commented 








t “overseas empires must hold together". 

| J answered that Levant has never been part of. 
ch Bapire; and Holmes with no: disapproval gaid 

believed Washington could help materially by 


Ahy-tl /1070b3 Wd 


urging on London an@ Paris gmportance of early 


settlement of army and gendarmerie questions. French 
@elay, he peaterated, was designed simply to use them 


as Bargaining counters 4n endeavor to bring local 


si governments to sign treaties, 
A disturbing incident, of last week was attempted 


ep] 
ON 
| 
Lid 
C 


7 


assasaination of leading Moslem Deputy Karameh 
an not notorious for 





apparently by members of Mokadam cl 
past uneavory relations with French (Ragation's 


telegram 216, Tune 27, 3 Pelle, edie 
Another 


SIL Teyuepyuoy 


wes #204, December 16, 7 poll. (secrron THREE) from Beirut 


" Another was (*) 2.7 2? assurances as to futures 
wee of French troope. 

7 all of foregoing in ming i believe Department 
aay heavily A@iscount Chauvel statement reported : An. 
paris airgram A-143, December 15 fever. aan of: Pranco- 

Levant relations had- returned to normal. A proposal 
of Syrian Foreign Minister tells me that situation 
4s quite the opposite of 1936 when Syria. not France 
wanted treaty and that he had no intention of accepting 
invitation to vieit Parie, certainly not before army 
’ question: da cettled here. 
m Bor 
| . WADSWORTH 
MB 


(*) apparent ocaiesion requested. 


CORRECT“) PAGE TW. 
This telegram must be P=: 
closely prraphrased bee. _— 
fore being communicated 4 — 
to anyone. (5 Sp yo 
wQ- #284, December 16, 7 pem. (SECTION THREE) from Deirut 
een co 





Another was Last stanube refusal of Syrian 
President to attend Read Cross Ball at leading vDangecus 
Hotel after Prench dela jate had declined to wit 
guard of Prench Senegalese troops; Syrian Governrigent 
appears unwilling to accept proffered French apology 
unless supplemented by assurances as to future use of 
Prench troops « 

With all of foregoing in mind I believe Deportment 
may heavily discount “nauvel statement reported in 
poris airgram A=143, Decenber 15 fever chart of 
Proneo*Levant relations had returned to normal. ~-. 
proposal of Syrian Poreicn }inister tells me that 
situation is quite the opposite of 1936 when Syria 
not France wanted treaty and that he had no intention 
of accepting invitation to visit: Paris, certainly 


not before army question be settled heres 
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Mr. Camille Chamoun, who is calling on you this 
afternoon at 3:15, is the first Minister of newly inde- 
pendent Lebanon at London and is about to return to his 
post after attending the International Civil Aviation 
Conference at Chicago as Lebanese delegate. He is about 
45 years of age, of attractive personality, a lawyer 
and pee re by profession, with 4 good command of 

sh. His wife and children have remained in London 
during his visit to the United States, and we are help- 
ing him with travel arrangements so that he can be back 
4n London for the Holidays. 


Lebanon signed all the agreements of the aviation 
conference without reservation except in the case of the 
*“yirth Freedom" Agreement, which was signed ad referendum. 
Since the conference Mr. Chamoun has been looking tats the 
question of the establishment of a Lebanese Legation here 
and has sent his recommendations on this subject to his 
Government. He has had conversations with us about the 
situation in Lebanon which indicate that he is very dis- 
trustful of the French and believes that Lebanon should 
under no circumstances yield to current French pressure 
for the conclusion of an 4 eement giving France special 
privileges in Lebanon. This is a commentary on the bad 
Trench administration of the mandate in Lebanon since 
Mr. Chamoun is himself a Maronite Catholic, which Christian 
sect is traditionally more friendly to France than any 
other segment of the population. We have told him that 
the treaty question is one for decision by the Lebanese 
Government but that we would not object to an agreement 
freely aoe ee on both sides which did not give discrimi- 
natory privileges to France. 
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TELEGRAM SENT courioenTial 
RESTRICTED 
Cherge Depertment : State CLEAR 
eo This a SECRET 
telegram meet b | Washington, 
glosely pare. tress (tore | 
besa Cwtet. .8! ated { 
U Ss URGRIT to suse een 1 1985 
SeECnaeT fie F 
AMLEGATION ae 7 po 
BEIRUT a 
a oO 
We understamt from the British Embassy that you and Shone a 
have discussed the instructions sent him by the Foreign Office on oO 
January 26 and that you agree 4n considering the Heprecsnte tions ™~ 
called for therein inopportune in the present local atmosphere. me 
We should appreciate your urgent comment on this, as the Depert- oO 
ment ie imelined to agree with the British views set forth therein. . 
Please revi rendum of conversation with Mr. Chamoun on 
Wee, 6 iD -1q 44 oO 
December 15, copy © which was sent to you. on 
~ 
m 
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This telegram must be 
closely paraphrased be~ 
fore being communicated 
to anyone, (SECRET) 






Rec'd 6330 Dems, 21st. 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
percent AC IE OO 


Secretary of State 
Washington LS ; i . 


287, December 20, 10 ppm § , 1 8 





Last night British Legation received 
telegram from Lopdon saying French cruiser 
"EuiLE BERTIN® with Admiral Auboyneeu abonrd 
would arrive Beirut December 25. : This morning 
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I was informed Shone would arrive December 22 
4-0, several days earlier than previously 
planned (Legation's telegram ah if; 
7 Peine ), 

British Secretary when informing me of the 
foregoing commented “The Minister's advance 
arrival ean hardly be coincidence", He added 
that London had telegraphed Duff -cooper to ask 
French Government to issue immediate instructions 


to Auboyneau and Beynet reminding them of danger °- 
ante i 2 
of incidents and expressing gpnfidepce evory ~ 
tion would be taken t@-evoid thems, his re E 

. ‘ : : : CFI 
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~2=-#287, December 20, 10 psemsyy from Beirut 


Legation was instructed to make similar 
representations to Beynet and Lebanese Govermicnte 
I saw Foreign Minister (Lebanese) later in 
day. He was upset by news of cruiser visit; 
French had not evon notified him of its comings 
This he said was in consonance with their 
general attitude of conducting themselvos as 
though country was theirs and not independent; 
incidents might be unavoidable. 
I said I would be glad to cancel my 
Christmas trip to Jerusalem should he so wishes 
He urged me not to do so; I could return 
promptly if desired; Ostrorog had been in 
London with Shone and was returning this 
week; it seemed most likely Lebuxon could for 
time being simply be put under new Anglo~ — 
French pressure to sign treaty with French. 
He then reiterated his Government 's 
- "Highest appreciation of our clear and unequivocal 
position", especially as set forth in Department's 
memorandum of October 5 to French Delegation in 
Washington, it was a bulwark of defense against 


- all pressure 


ids 


¢ 


~3-$287, December 20, 10 pdms» from Beirut 


all pressure. 

Riynas also much encouraged by assurance 
given him yesterday by Soviet Minister substant» 
dally as follows; “As I understand our policy, 
our interests with the French in Europe are 
independent of our interests here and of our 
relations with you whom we consider to be 
fully independent", 

One possible incident seems already in 
the making, French Delegation General having 
already invited Lebanese Government and 
Diplomatic Chiefs of Mission to attend Christmas 
Consular mass. Lebanese Vice Premier says 
there can be no, thought of Government's acceptings 
Rises of Diplomatic Corps is doubly offended by 
“form of invitation and fact it was extended, 

“Bits evening I learn that arrangements have 

“boom mie for Shone to present his letters of 
| credenap on two consecutive days immediately 
es = following his arrival, 

WADSWORTH 
OMB 
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SuBJect: Transmitting, Texts of an Exchange of L tvers ee 
_ ut. Datwaen the Presidents of Lebanon and Brazi- “ee 
Recognition of Lebanese Indevendence b§ “S8y7 my 






oo Brazil. 


TAR ABNORAPKE Lu a ae 
gH ESE A cos een 
| sssstevasandessearasepes we... SHE SECRETARY ‘or STATE,- 
994494 bed Dba has bbb caneeiginesiead sed a Tt sae . mm aeeee 
oe a WASNGTION..... | 
| ee | 
(SIR: 


ve I have the honor to refer to Item E) 3) a) of 

the Monthly Political Review for November and to trans- 
mit herewith copies with English translations of 
letters exchanged between President Bechara E1l-Khoury C 
of Lebanon and President Getulio Vargas of Brazil. ‘ 


The background of this correspondence is as 
follows. During his visit to Brazil last summer, Leba- . 
nese Deputy Wadih Achkar (see Item III) F) 1) in Month- ~ 
ly Political Review for May, 1944) telegraphed the - 
Lebanese Foreign Office suggesting that it write to 
the President of Brazil to request recognition of 
Lebanon's independence; he had reason to believe that 
favorable reply would be made. The Foreign Office 
thereupon asked the Brazilian Consul General to sound 
out his Government as to whether such were in fact the 
case. When the latter, after communicating with his 
Government, replied in the affirmative, the President 
of Lebanon sent his letter. 


The Brazilian President's reply was in Portuguese, 
accompanied by a French translation. The text of the 


latter is enclosed and was the basis for the Legation's 
translation. 


Respectfully yours, 


io ¢ 
; orge Wadsworth ct 
Enclosures: 


/1. Letter of Sept. 7, 1944 from Lebanese 
President to President of Brazil. 


+ 


Ss; - Translation of above. 





; Sa 
/3. Letter of Nov. 17, 1944 from President = ~ 
_ of Brazil to Lebanese President. out re 
“4. Translation of above. — v 
a : S 
) © ew 
801 ay? = S 
Quintuplicate to Department. a 
& 
Copy to Embassy, Rio de Janeiro. sialic. Tested ie *% 
WHS/rhj ‘tt 


Enclosure No.lto Despatch No. 596 of December 20, 1944 
from American Legation, Beirut. 


(COPY) 


Beyrouth, le 7 Septembre 1944 


Monsieur le Président, 


Il mtest infiniment agréable d'exprimer dans 
ce message que j'adresse &@ Votre Excellence les sentiments 
d'admiration que mon Pays éprouve pour le Sien. Entre 
le Liban et le Brésil, une longue tradition a noué dea 
rapports que l'accueil réservé & nos fréres, devenus 
pour la plupart de bons citoyens des Etats Unis du 
Brésil, resserre chaque jour Gavantage. Le Liban suit 
depuis de trés nombreuses années, et avec le plus vif 
intérét, le prodigieux essor du Brésil dont les riches- 
ses matérielles vont de pair avec la générosité de ses 
lois et la sagesse de ses institutions, et qui n'as pas 
néeité & mettre au service des idéeux commns aux Nations 
Unies l'inmensité de ses ressources et le travail de ses 
enfants. Dans le combat ou Botre Noble Pays est aujour- 
a'hui engagé aux cétés des Démocraties, ses Alliées, je 
Qéeire faire part & Votre Excellence, en méme temps que 
de mes souhaits pour Son bonheur personnel, des voeux 
que le Liban formule pour la victoire pour le victoire 
et la prospérité de Brésil. Et dans l'espoir qu'une 
prochaine reconnaissance de l'indépendance et de le 
souveraineté du Liban par le Brésil permettre bientét 
& nos deux pays d'entrer en relations diplomgtiques, je 
prie Votre Excellence d'agréer les assurances de ma plus 
haute considération. 


Enclosure No. 2 to Despatch No. 596 of December 20, 
1944 from Americm Legation, Beirut. 


TRANSLATION 


Beirut, September 7, 1944.’ 


Mister President: 

It is my great pleasure to express {n this message 
which I address to Your Excellency the feeling of admira- 
tion that my country feels for Your Excellency's. 

Between Lebanon and Brazil, a long tradition has made 
bonds which inn welcome given to our brothers, who have 
for the most part become good citizens of the United 
States of Brazil, serves to strengthen daily. Lebanon 
has for years, and with the greatest interest, been 
following the prodigious soaring of Brazil whose material 
riches are equal to the generosity or her laws and to the 
wisdom of her institutions, and who has not hesitated 

to put at the service of the common ideals of the United 
Nations the immensity of her resources ami the labor of 
her sons. In the conflict in which Your noble country 
is engaged at the side of the democracies, its allies, I 
desire to inform Your Excellency, as well as of my 
wishes for Your personal happiness, of the wishes that 
Lebanon holds for the victory and prosperity of Brazil. 
And in the hope that an early recognition. of the independence 
and sovreignty of Lebanon by Brazil will soon permit our 
two countries to enter into diplomatic relations, I beg 
Your Excellency to accept the assurance of my highest 


consideration. 


Enclosure No. 5 to Despatch No. 596 of December 20, 1944, 
from American Legation, Beirut. 


(COPY) 


GETULIO VARGAS 
Président de la République des Etats Unis du Bréstl, 
a 
Son Excellence Monsieur BECHARA EL KHOURY, 


Président de la République Libanaise. 


Grand et Bon Ami, 


Tl mta 6té particuliérement agréable de regevoir la 
lettre que Votre Excellence a bien voulu m'adresser en 
date du 7 Septembre dernier. 


Je remercie vivement Votre Excellence de ce message, 
dont les expressions si amicales m'ont profondément touché. 


Le Brésil a toujours suivi avec un grand intérét 
L'evolution des lois et institutions du Liban, qui ont 
marqué de leur sagesse les progrés du Pays dans les voies 
de la prospérité nationale. La proclamation de 1'indépendance 
et de la souveraineté du Liban a 6té6 pour le Bresil le 
motif d'une setisfaction que les liens qui unissent les 
deux Peuples expliquent et justifient. 


C'est avec une égale satisfaction que le Brésil 
recemnaft cette indépendance et cette souveraineté, et je 
suis trés heureux d'en faire part a Votre Excellence et 
de lui assurer que je m'efforcerai, autant qu'il sera en 
mon pouvoir, de contribuer a maintenir les plus cordiales 
relations d'amitié avec le Gouvernement et le Peuple Libanais. 


Je prie Votre Excellence d'étre persuadée que je 
m'associe trés sincérement au désir qu'Elle m'a témoigné 
de ce que les relations diplomatiques soient bientét 
établies entre le Brésil et le Liban. 


Je suis heureux de saisir cette occasion pour 
présenter a@ Votre Excellence l'expression des voeux sincéres: 
que je forme pour Son bonheur personnel et pour la pros- 
périté de la Nation Libanaise. 

#) GETULIO VARGAS 
a) P. LEAO VELLOSO 


Palais de la Presidence, a Rio de Janeire, 
le 17 Novembre 1944.- 


Enclosure no. 4 of Despatch no. 596 of December 20, 1944, 
from American Legation, Beirut. 


(TRANSLATION) 


GETULIO VARGAS ; 
President of the Republic of the United States of Brazil, 
to 
His Excellency BECHARA EL KHOURY 
President of the Lebanese Republic. 


Great and Good Friend, 


It has been a particular pleasure to me to receive 
the letter which Your Excellency addressed to me last 
September 7. 


I sincerely thank Your Excellency for this message 
whose friendly words have touched me deeply. 


Brazil has always followed with great interest 
the evolution of the laws and institutions of Lebanon, 
which have by their wisdom marked the progress of 
that Country in the ways of national prosperity. The 
proclamation of the independence and sovereignty of 
Lebanon has been for Brazil a motive of satisfaction 
which the bonds which unite the two Peoples explain 
and justify. 


It is with ean equal satisfaction that Brazil 
recognizes this independence and this sovereignty, 
and I am very pleased to so inform Your Excellency, and 
to assure Your Excellency that I shall endeavor, 
within my power, to contribute toward maintaining 
the most cordial relations of friendship with the 
Lebanese Government and People. 


I beg Your Excellency to be assured that I 
associate myself very sincerely with the desire expressed 
by Your Excellency that diplomatic relations may soon 
be established between Brazil and Lebanon. 


I am very happy to seize this opportunity to 
—"? to Your Excellency the sincere wishes which I 
hold for Your Excellency's personal happiness and for 
the prosperity of the Lebanese Nation. 
a) GETULIO VARGAS 
a) P. LEAO VELLOSO 
Presidential Palace, at Rio de Janeiro, November 17, 1944. 


Wo. 596 


AMERICAN LEGATION 


Beirut, Lebanon, December 20, 1944 


SUBJECT: Transmitting Texts of an Exchange of Letters 
between the Presidents of Lebanon and Brazil - 
Recognition of Lebanese Independence by 
Brazil. 


THE HONORABLE 
THE SECRETARY OF STATE, 
WASHINGTON. 
SIR: 


I have the honor to refer to Item E) 3) a) of 
the Monthly Political Review for November and to trans- 
mit herewith copies with English translations of 
letters exchanged between President Bechara El-Khoury 
of Lebanon and President Getulio Vargas of Brazil. 


The background of this correspondence is as 
follows. During his visit to Brazil last summer, Leba- 
nese Deputy Wadih Achkar (see Item Zi) F) 1) in Month- 
ly Political Review for May, 1944) telegraphed the 
Lebanese Foreign Office suggesting that it write to 
the President of Brazil to request recognition of 
Lebanon's independence; he had reason to believe that 
favorable reply would be made. The Foreign Office 
thereupon asked the Brazilian Consul General to sound 
out his Government: as to whether such were in fact the 
case. When the latter, after communicating with his 
Government, replied in the affirmative, the President 
of Lebanon sent his letter. 


The Brazilian President's reply was in Portuguese, 
accompanied by a French translation. The text of the 
latter is enclosed and was the basis for the Legation's 
translation. 


Respectfully yours, 


George Wadsworth 
Enclosures: 
1. Letter of Sept. 7, 1944 from Lebanese 
President to President of Brazil. 
2. Translation of above. 
S. Letter of Nov. 17, 1944 from President 
of Bresil to Lebanese President. 
4. Translation of above. 
801 
- @uintuplicate to Department . 


Copy to Bubassy, Rio de Janeiro. 





Enclosure No.lto Despatch No. 596 of December 20, 1944 
from American Legation, Beirut. 


(COPY) 
Beyrouth, le 7 Septembre 1944 


Monsieur le Président, 


Il mtest infiniment agréable d'exprimer dans 
ce message que j'adresase a&@ Votre Excellence les sentiments 
d'admiration que mon Pays éprouve pour le Sien. Entre 
le Liban et le Présil, une longue tradition ea noué des 
rapports que l'accueil rése. é a& nos fréres, devenus 
pour la plupart de bons citoyens des Etats Unis du 
Brésil, resserre chaque jour Gavantage. Le Liban suit 
depuis de trés nombreuses années, et avec le plus vit 
intérét, le prodigieux essor du Brésil dont les riches- 
sea: matérielles vont de yeir avec la générosité de ses 
leis et la sagesse de ses institutions, et qui n'as pas 
héeité @ mettre au service des idéeux commns aux Nations 
Unies L'immensité de ses ressources et le travail de ses 
enfants. Dans le combat @u Wotre Noble Pays oat @ujour- 
a@%nut engagé aux obtés dee Démocraties, ses -siiiées, je 
@ésire faire part a Votre Excellence, en méhe temps que 
Ge mes souhaits pour Sen bonheur personnel, des voeux 
que le Liban formule pour la victoire pour la victoire 
et la prospérité du Brésil. Et dans l'espoir qu'une 
prochaine reconnaissance de l'indépendance et de la 
2o:veraineté du Liban par le Bréeil permettre bientét 
& nes deux pays d'entrer en relations diplomatiques, je 
prie Votre Excellence d'agréer les assurances de ma plus 
haute considération. 


Enclosure No. 2 to Despatch No. 596 of December 20, 
1944 from Americm Legation, Beirut. 


TRANSLATION 


Beirut, September 7, 1944. ° 


Mister President: 

It is my great pleasure to express in this message 
which I address to Your Excellency the feeling of admira- 
tion that my country feels for Your Excellency's. 

Between Lebanon and Brazil, a long tradition has made 
bonds which the welcome given to our brothers, who have 
for the most part become good citizens of the United 
States of Brasil, serves to strengthen daily. Lebanon 
haa for years, and with the greatest interest, been 
following the prodigious sogring of Brazil whose material 
riches are equal to the generosity or her laws and to the 
wisdom of her institutions, and who has not hesitated 

to put at the service of the common ideals of the United 
Nations the immensity of her resources ami the labor of 
her sons. In the conflict in which Your noble country 
is engaged at the side of the demgcracies, its allies, I 
desire to inform Your Excellency, as well as of my 
wishes for Your personal happiness, of the wishes that 
Lebanon holds for the vietory and prosperity of Brasil. 
And in the hope that an early recognition of the independence 
ond seovreignty of Lebanon by Brazil will soon permit our 
two countries to enter into diplomatic relations, I beg 
Yeur Rxcellency to accept the assurance of my highest 
consideration. | 


Enclosure No. 3 to Despatch No. 596 of December 20, 1944, 
from American Legation, Beirut. 


(COPY) 


GETULIO VARGAS 
Président de la République des Etats Unis du Brésil, 
a 
Sen Excellence Monsieur BECHARA EL KHOURY, 
Président de la République Libanaise. 


Grand et Bon Ami, 


Il m'a 6té6 particuliérement agréable de regevoir la 
lettre que Votre Excellence a bien voulu m'adresser en 
date du 7 Septembre dernier. 


Je remercie vivement Votre Excellence de ce message, 
dont les expressions si amicales m'ont prefondément touché. 


Le Brésil a toujours suivi avec un grand intérét 
l'evolution des lois et institutions du Liban, qui ont 
marqué de leur sagesse les progrés du Pays dans les voies 
de la prospérité nationale. La proclamation de 1'indépendance 
et de la souveraineté du Liban a été pour le Bresil le 
motif d'une satisfaction que les liens qui unissent les 
deux Peuples expliquent et justifient. 


Ctest avec une é6gale satisfaction que le Brésil 
recennaft cette indépendance et cette souveraineté, et je 
euis trés heureux d'en faire part a Votre Excellence et 
de Iwi assurer que je m'efforcerai, autant qu'il sera en 
mon pouvoir, de contribuer a maintenir les plus cordiales 
relations d'amitié avec le Gouvernement et le Peuple Libanais. 


Je prie Votre Excellence d'&tre persuadée que je 
m'associe trés sincédrement @iadésir quiElle m'a témoigné 
de ce que les relations diplomatiques soient bientét 
Stablies entre le Brésil et le Liban. 


Je suis heureux de saisir cette occasion pour 
présenter &@ Votre Exeellence l'expression des voeux sincéres 
que je forme pour Son bonheur personnel et pour la pros- 
périté de la Nation Libanaise. 

a) GETULIO VARGAS 
ie a) P. LEAO VELLOSO 


Palais de la Presidence, a Rio de Janeire, 
le 17 Novembre 1944.- 


Enclosure no. 4 of Despatch no. 596 of December 20, 1944, 
from American Legation, Beirut. 


(TRANSLATION) 


GETULIO VARGAS 
President of the Republic of the United States of Brazil, 
to 
His Excellency BECEARA EL KHOURY 


President of the Lebanese Republic. 


Great and Good Friend, 


It has been a particuler pleasure to me to receive 
the letter which Your Excellency addressed to me last 
September 7. 


I sincerely thank Your Excellency for this message 
whose friendly words have touched me deeply. 


Brazil has always followed with great interest 
the evolution of the laws and institutions of Lebanon, 
which have by their wisdom marked the progress of 
that Country in the ways of national prosperity. ihe 
proclamation of the independence and sovereignty of 
Lebanon has been for Brazil a motive of satisfaction 
which the bonds which unite the two Peoples explain 
and justify. 


It is with an equal satisfaction that Brazil 
recognises this independence and this sovereignty, 
and I am very pleased to so inform Your Excellency, and 
to’assure Your Excellency that I shall endeavor, 
within my power, to contribute toward maintaining 
the most cordial relations of friendship with the 
Lebanese Government and People. 


I beg Your Excellency to be assured that I 
associate myself very sincerely with the desire expressed 
by Your Excellency that diplomatic relations may soon 
be established between Brasil and Lebanon. 


I am very happy to seize this opportunity to 
express to Your Excellency the sincere wishes which I 
hold for Your Excellency's personal happiness and for 
the prosperity of the Lebanese Nation. 

a) GETULIO VARGAS 
a) P. LEAO VELLOSO 


Presidential Palace, at Rio de Janeiro, November 17, 1944. 


No. 596 


AMERICAN LEGATION 


Beirut, Lebanon, December 20, 1944 


SUBJECT: Transmitting Texts of an Exchange of Letters 
between the Presidents of Lebanon ami Brazil - 
—-, of Lebanese Independence by 

zil. 


THE HONORABLE 
THE SECRETARY OF STATE, 
WASHINGTON. 
SIR: 


I have the honor to refer to Item E) 3) a) of 
the Monthly Political Review for November and to trans- 
mit herewith copies with English translations of 
letters exchanged between President Bechare El-Khoury 
of Lebanon and President Getulio Vargas of Brazil. 


The background cf this correspondence is as 
follows. —— visit to Brazil last summer, Leba~- 
nese ty Wedih Achkar (see Item BI) F) 1) in Month- 
ly Political Review for May, 1944) telegraphed the 
Levanese Foreign Office suggesting that it write to 
the President of Brasil to request recognition of 
Lebanon's independence; he had reason to believe that 
favorable reply would be made. The Foreign Office 

asked the Brazilian Consul General to sound 
out hie Government as to whether such were in fact the 
case. When the latter, after communicating with his 
Government, replied in the affirmative, the President 
of Lebanon sent his letter. 


The Brazilian President's reply was in Portuguese, 
accompanied a French translation. The text of the 
latter is enclosed and was the basis for the Legation's 
translation. 


Respectfully yours, 


George Wadsworth 
Eneloaures: 


l. Letter of Sept. 7, 1944 from Lebanese 
President to President of Brazil. 

2. Translation ef above. 

$. Letter of Bov. 17, 1944 from President 
ef & 1 to Lebanese President. 

4e lation of above. 


$01 

Quintuplicate to Department. 
Copy to Embassy, Rie Ge Janeiro. 
wHs/rhj 


iene No. to Despateh No. 506 of December 20, 1944 
‘rom American Legation, Beirut. 


(COPY) 


Beyrouth, le 7 Septembre 1944 


? 


‘Monsieur le Président, 


! Il m'est infiniment agréable d'exprimer dans 

lee message que j'adresse a Votre Excellence les sentiments 
| d‘edmirat ion que mon Pays 6prouve pour le Sien. Entre 
‘te Liban et le Brésil, une longue tradition a noué des 

| papporte que l'accuet] réservé 4 nos fréres, devenus 
‘pour la plupart de bons citoyens des Etats Unis du 
‘Brésil, resserre chaque jour @avantege. Le Liban suit 
depute de trés nombreuses années, et avec le plus vif 
intérét, le prodigieux essor du Brésil dont les riches- 
ees matérielles vont de pair avec la générosité de ses 
leis et la sagesse de ses institutions, et qui n'as pas 
néeité & mettre au service des iiéaux commna aux Netions 
Unies 1'inmmensité de ses ressources et le travail de ses 
enfants. Dans le combat ou Yotre Noble Pays est aujour- 
a'nut engagé aux c6tés des Démocraties, ses Alliées, je 
déetre faire part 4 Votre Excellence, en méme temps que 
de mes souhaits pour Sen bonheur personnel, des voeux 
que le Liban formule pour la victoire pour la victoire 
et la prespérité du Brésil. Et dans l'espoir qu'une 
prochaine reconnaiasance de 1'indépendance et de la 
souveraineté du Liban per le Brésil permettre bientét 

& nos deux pays d‘entrer en relations diplemgtiques, je 
prie Votre Exesllence d'agréer les assurances de ma plus 


Racloeeure Bo. 2 to Despatch No. 596 of December 20, 
1944 from Ameriom Legation, Beirut. 


TRANSLATION 


Beirut, September 7, 1944. 


Mister President: 

It is my great pleasure to express in this message 
which I address to Your Excellency the feeling of admira- 
tion that my country feels for Your Excellency's. 

Between Lebanon and Brasil, a long tradition has made 
bonds which the welcome given to our brothers, who have 
for the most pert become good citisens of the United 
States of Brasil, serves to strengthen daily. Lebanon 
has for years, and with the greatest interest, been 
following the prodigious séering of Brasil whose material 
yviches are equal to the generosity or her laws and to the 
wiedem of her institutions, and who has not hesitated 

to put at the service ef the common ideals of the United 
Wations the immensity of her resources ami the labor of 
her sons In the conflict in which Your noble country 
is engaged at the side of the demperacies, its allies, I 
desire to inform Your Excellency, as well as of my 
wishes for Your personal happiness, of the wishes that 
Lebanon holds for the victery ami prosperity of Brasil. 
And in the hope that an early recognition of the independence 
end sovereignty of Lebanen by Brasil will soon permit our 
‘yuo countries to enter into diplomtic relations, I beg 
Your Rxoellency to accept the assurance of my highest 





Enclesure No. 3 to Despatch No. 596 of December 20, 1944, 
from American Legation, Beirut. 


(COPY) 


GETULIO VARGAS 
Président de la République des Ltats Unis du Brésil, 
a 
Sen Exeellence Monsieur BECHAKA FEL KHOURY, 


Président de la République Libanaise. 


Grand et Bon Ami, 


Il m'a 6t6 adhd benching agréable de regevoir la 
lettre que Votre cellence a bien voulu m'adresser en 
date du 7 Septembre dernier. 


Je remercie vivement Votre Fxcellence de ce messare, 
dont les expressions si amicales m'ont prefondément touché. 


Le Brésil a toujours suivi avec un grand intérét 
ltevolution des lois et institutions du Liban, qui ont 

de leur sagesse les progrés du Pays dans les vcies 
de la prospérité nationale. La proclamation de 1'indépendance 
et de la souveraineté du Liban a 6té pour le Bresil le 
motif d'une satisfaction que les liens qui unissent les 
deux Peuples expliquent et justifient. 


Clest avec une égale satisfaction que le Brésil 
recenneft cette indépendance et cette souveraineté, et je 
suis trés heureux d'en faire part a Votre Excellence et 
de lai assurer que je m'efforcerai, autant qu'il sera on 
mon pouvoir, de contribuer a maintenir les plus cordiales 
relations d'amitié avec le Gouvernement et le Peuple iibanais. 


Je prie Votre Excellence d'étre persuadée que je 
miassocie trés sincérement @mdésir quiElle m'a témoigné 
de ce que les relations diplomatiques soient bientét 
établies entre le Brésil et le Liben. 


Je suis heureux de saisir cette occasion pour 
présenter a@ Votre Exeellence l'expression des voeux sincéres 
que is forme pour Sen bonheur personnel et pour la pros- 
périté de la Nation Libanaise. 

a) GETULIO VARGAS 
a) P. LEAO VELLOSO 


Palais de la Presidence, a Rie de Janeire, 
le 17 Novembre 1944.- 


Enclosure no. 4 of Despatch no. 596 of December 20, 1944, 
from American Legation, Belrut. 


(TRANSLATION) 


GETULIO VAKGAS 
President of the Hepublic of the United States of Brazil, 
to 
His Excellenoy BECHARA EL KROURY 


President of the Lebanese Kgpublic. 


Great anc Good Friend, 


It has been a particuler pleasure to ne to receive 
the letter which Your Excellency addresged to me last 
September 7. 


I sincerely thank Your ixcellency for this nessa ¢ 
whose friendly words have touched me deeply. 


Brazil has always followed with great interest 
the evolution of the laws and institutions of Lebanoi:, 
which have by their wisdom marked the progress of 
that Country in the ways of national prosperity. ‘ihe 
proclamation of the independence and sovereignty of 
Lebanon has been for Brazil e motive of satisfaction 
which the bonds which unite the two Peoples explain 
and justify. 


It ie with ean equal satisfaction that brazil 
reco see this independence and this sovereignty, 
and am very pleased to so inform Your Excellency, and 
to assure Your Excellency that I shall endeavor, 
within my power, to contribute toward mainteining 
the most cordial relations of friendship with the 
Lebanese Government and People. 


I beg Your Excellency to be assured that i 
associate myself very sincerely with the desire expressed 
by Your Exeellency that diplomatic relations may soon 
be established between Brazil and Lebanon. 


I am very happy to seize this opportunity to 
express to Your Excellenay the sincere wishes which I 
hold for Your Exeellency's personal happiness and for 
the prosperity of the Lebanese Nation. 

a) GETULIO VARGAS 
a) P. LEAO VELLOSO 


Presidential Palace, at Rio de Janeiro, November 17, 10944. 





AMERICAN LEGATION 


Beirut, Lebanon, December 20, 1944 


SUBJECT: Transmitting Texte of an Exchange of Letters 
between the Presidente of Lebanon and Brazil - 
Recognition of Lebanese Independence by 
Brasil. 


THE HOWCRABLE 
THE SECRETARY OF STATE, 
WASHINOTON. 
SIR: 


I have the honor to refer to Item E) 3) a) of 
the Monthly Political Keview for November and to trans- 
mit herewith copies with English translations of 
Letters exchanged between President Bechara E1-Khoury 
of Lebanon and President Getulio Vargas of Brazil. 


The background of this correspondence is as 
follows. Dur his visit to Brasil last sumer, Leba- 
nase Depety Wadih Achkar (see Item HI) F) 1) in Month- 
iy tieal Review for May, 1944) telegraphed the 
Lebanese Foreign Office suggesting that it write to 
the President of Brasil to request recognition of 
Lebanon's independence; he reason to believe that 
favorable — would be made. The Foreign Office 

a the Brazilian Consul General to sound 
out his Gevernment.as to whether such were in fact the 
ease. When the latter, after communicating with his 
Government, replied in the affirmative, the President 
of Lebanon sent his letter. 


The Brasilian President's reply was in Portuguese, 
accompanied a Freneh translation. The text of the 
latter is enclosed and was the basis for the Lecgation's 
translation. 


Respectfully yours, 


George Wadsworth 
Enclosures: 


Le Letter of Sept. 7,:1944 from Lebanese 
President to eident of Brazil. 


on of above. 
3. Letter of Bov» 17, 1944 from President 
eof Brasil to nese President. 
Me Trenslation of above. 
801 


Quintuplicate to Department. 


opy to imbassy, Rio de Janeire. 


oe 
ee en ee Bos 806 of December 20, 1044 
, American Legation, Beirut. 


(COPY) 
Beyrouth, le 7 Septembre 1944 


Mongieur le Président, 


Il mest infiniment agréable d'exprimer dans 
oe message que j'adresse & Votre Excellence les sentiments 
Atedmiration que mon Pays éprouve pour le Sien, Entre 
le Liban et le Bréstl, une longue tradition a noué des 
rapperts que l'accuetl réservé a nes fréres, devenus 
pour la plupart de bons citoyens des Etats Unis du 
Bréeil, resserre chaque jour Gavantage. Le Liban suit 
depute de trés nombreuser années, et aves le plus vif 
intérét, le prodigioux essor du Brésil dont les riches- 
ges watérielles vent de pair avec la générosité de ses 
Leis et le sagesse de ses institutions, et qui n'as pas 
héeité & mettre au service des idéaux communs aux Netions 
Unies L'ismensité de ses ressources et le travail de ses 
enfants. Dans le coshat ou Fotre Noble Pays et aujour- 
a"mat engagé aux obese Aes Démocraties, ase Alliées, je 
désive faire part 4 Votre Excellence, on miéme temps que 
de mee. gomaits pour Sen bonheur personnel, Ges vooux 
"que Je Liven formle peur ia vietoive péur la victoire 
et 1a prospérivé Gx Rebate kt dans 1 espoir qu'une 
prochaine reconnaissance de l'indépendance et de la 
souveraineté au Liban per le Beéeit permettre bientét 
& nes deux pays d‘entrer on relations Giplengtiques, je 
prie Votre Exeelionce d'agréer les easurences de me plus 








Beirut, September 7, 1944. - 


Mister President: 


It is my great pleasure to express in this message 
which I address to Your Excellency the feeling of edmira- 
tion that my country feels for Your Exsellency's. | 
Between Lebanon and Brazil, a long tradition has made 
bonds which the welcome civen to our brothers, who have 
for the most part become good citisens of the United 
States of Brazil, serves to strengthen daily. Lebanon 
has for years, and with the greatest interest, been 
following the prodigious sewring of Brasil whose material 
riches are equal to the generosity or her laws and to the 
wiedem of her institutions, ané who has not hesitated | 
to put at the servise ef the coumon ideals of the United 
Mations the immensity of her resources ami the labor of 
her sone In the conflict in which Your noble country 
is engaged at the side of the demmeracion, its allies, 1 
desive to inform Your Excellency, as well as of my 
‘wiihes for Your personal happiness, of the wishes that 
{epenon holds for the vietery ant presperity of Brasil. 
| smd in the hope that on early recognition of the independence 
end sovereignty of Lebanon by Brasil will soon permit our 
_ Seb viemnmne wo ative sue eapienntte velesions, 7 ves 
to yeqept the agsurance of my highest 





Emeleosure Ne. 3 to Despatch No. 596 of December 20, 1944, 
from American Legation, Beirut. 


(COPY) 


GETULIO VARGAS 
Président Ge la République des Etats Unis du Brésil, 
a 
Sen Excellence Monsieur BECHARA EL KHOURY, 
Président de la République Libanaise. 


Grand et Bon Ani, 


Il m'a été ticuliérement agréable de regevoir la 
lettre que Votre Excellence a bien voulu m'adresser en 
date du 7 Septembre dernier. 


Je remercie vivement Votre Excellence de ce message 
dont les expressions si emicales m'ont prefondément touché. 


Le Brésil a toujours suivi avec un grand intérét 
L'evolution des lois et institutions du Liban, qui ont 
sarge de leur eae les progrés du Pays dans les voies 
de 4%6 nationale. La proclmation de l1'indépendance 
et de souveraineté du Liban a 6té pour le Bresil le 
motif d'une satisfaction que les liens qui unissent les 
deux Peuples expliquent et justifient. 


Crest avec une égale satisfaction que le Brésil 
recennaft cette indépendance et cette souveraineté, et je 
suis trés heureux d'en faire part a Votre Excellence et 
de lui assurer que je mefforcerai, autant qu'il sera en 
mon ir, de contribuer ea maintenir les plus cordiales 
relations G'amitié avec le Gouvernement et Peuple Libanais. 


Je prie Votre Excellence 4'étre persuadée que je 
miassocie trés sincérement@pdésir qu'Elle m'a témo gné 
» ce que les relations Giplomatiques soient bientét 
tablies entre le Brésil et le Liben. 


Je suis heureux de seisir cette occasion pour 
présenter 4 Votre Exeellense l'expression des voeux sincéres 
on 34 cae Sen bonheur personnel et pour la pros- 
périté de la Nation Libanaise. 

a) GETULIO VARGAS 
a) P. LEAO VELLOSO 


Palais de la Presidence, a Rie de Janeire, 
le 17 Hovembre 1944.- 


Emelosure no. 4 of Despateh no. 596 of December 20, 1944, 
from American Legation, Beirut. 


(TRANSLATION) 


GETULIO VARGAS 
President of the Hepublic of the United States of Brazil, 
to 
His Excelléney BECHARA EL KEOURY 


President of the Lebanese Republic. 


Great and Good Friend, 


It has been a particuler pleasure to me to receive 
the letter which Your Excellency addressed to me last 
September 7. 


I sincerely thank Your Fxcellency for this message 
whose friendly words heve touched me deeply. 


Brasil has always followed with creat interest 
the evolution of the laws and institutions of Lebanon, 
which have by their wisdom marked the progress of 
that Country in the ways of national prosperity. ‘ihe 

oclamation of the independence and sovereignty of 
Cabanon has been for Brasil a motive of satisfaction 
which the bonds which unite the two Peoples explain 
and justify. 


It ie with an equal satisfaction that Brazil 
receees this independence and this sovereignty, 
and 1 am very pleased to so inform Your Excellency, and 
te assure Your Excellency that I shall endeavor, 
within my power, to contribute toward maintaining 
the most © relations of friendship with the 
Lebanese Gevernment and People. 


I beg Your Excellency to be assured that I 
associate myself very sincerely with the desire expressed 
by Your Excellency that Giplematic relations may soon 
be established between Brasil and Lebanon. 


a I om very happy to seise this opportunity to 

og ees to Your Excellency the sincere wishes which I 
ae, for Your Exeellency's personal happiness and for 
og _ presperity of the Lebanese Hation. 
a) GETULIO VARGAS 
a) P. LZAO VELLOSO 


Presidential Palace, at Rio de Janeiro, November 17, 1944. 


8900.01/12-2044 
CROSS-REFERENCE FILE 


NOTE 


SUBJECT certiriea copies of exehange of notes relating to 
recognition of Syria and Lebanon. 


Yor the original paper from which reference is taken 


Sew — WR 
Dated Dee. 20, 1964. ne —Baieut___ 


 &, ROGUE pemerens Seren 2-~HAGR 


vvOc-a!l /10° 3068 


Sid 








see 


cor aie ATR GRAN | ck 


RICAN LECATION = “85 


ie 













2G 
: iy », 
FROM: Betrut “<3 


December 22, 1944, 12:00 noon, 





S3 


BECUZ TARY OF 
LASHINGTON , 


A-60. December 22, 1944, 12:00 rioon, 

In compliance with the Department's aircram 77 
of November 7, 1944, 10:15 aom., there follows a list 
of the official personnel of the French Delegation 
General at Beirut as communicated by the Chief of its 
Diplomatic Bureau to the Legation under date of iJovember 
25, 1044. A "Recapitulation", a "Summary" and a "iote® 
of comment, prepered in the Legation, are addede 


General d'armée Paul Etienne BEYNET - Délegue’ 
Gtndral ct Plénipotentiaire de France. 


O° 
G . 
~ 
r 
mi 


Stanislas OSTROROG = ilinistre Pléenipotentare 
En mission. 


‘Jean BINOCHE - Prefet, delegue’ de-. lea fone» 
; tions de Secreétaire Geénfral 
CONSCILLERS 


Gaston LEDUC - Awx Affaires Pinanctéres 


6 &33 


Gabriel BOMIOURE - Pour 1 ‘Instruction Publique 
Paul VASS<LET - Pour les Travaux Publics 








Beirut, A-60 


Qe 
Philippe GENNARDI =. Pour les Affaires Musulmanes 
{also sous-délécud at Tripoli). 


Philippe DAVID - Directeur du Personnel et du 
Materiel 


RERECTEURS 
BARTHE DE SANDFORT ~ Chef des Services Consulaires 
Léon MORON - Sequéstre Général 


Bertrand ROCHEREAU DE LA SABLIERE ~ Chef du Cabinet 
Politique 


CASALONGA - Services Economiques 
Henri BENOIST - === 
Pierre GILLY « Chef du Cabinet Civil 
Jean CHABERT - Conseiller Juridique 
CHEPS DE VICE 
Daniel SCHLUMBERGER ~ Information et Radio-Diffusion 
Marcel CUINAT - Affaires Economiquts 
Louis DUBERTRET ~ Travaux Publics 
Pierre HEWARD =~ Travaux Publics 
Raymond BOYER - Travaux Publics 
Leon COINTET - Inatruction Publique 
Jean GANU ~ Travaux Publics 


Georges CASSIN - Direction des Affaires Politiques 


Beirut, A-60 
ita 


Jean JOURNES - Office Economique de Guerre 

Mme. Jeanne VALERY = Chef du Bureau Diplomatique 
Edouard PRUNEAUD - Biens Francais 

Michel ECOCHARD ~- Service de l'Urbaniasme, PBeyrouth 
Ambroise ACQUAVIVA =~ Budget Francais 

Marcel CARPENTIER = Tresoteriec 

Charles PAVIE = Office Economique de Guerre 
Joseph COLSON - ame 

Martial ENTAT ~ ,affaires Economiques 

Georges CHARLEUX < Affaires Financieres 

Robert IDMER ~ Otuvres Francaises 

Arthur BIREMBAULT « Travaux Publics 

SOULE SUSBIELLE - Refugirs 

Andre’ COUTON - Instruction Publique 


OI NS RIA: OTE omtm emt 


Maurice DUCOS ~ Consul Général de France, adjoint 
au Chef des Services Consulaires, 


Paul ALDUY - Chef de Section, adjoint au Chef 
du Cabinet Politique. 


Jear, AYOUB - Chef de Section, Chef du Protocole 


ao a wn dn ap hea 


A la dispositions: 





BE irut A. A-80 


* ae to 


Antoine ROUX-«. Directeur, Inspecteur Gdndral 
des Dousnes 


Aimé’. MAURIN - Chef de. Service, Inapecteur divi- 
sionnaire des Dovanes ad Beyrouth 


Rene POURRIERE ~- Chef de Service, C.8.1.G.. 





Economiques 






B) de le Direction des Affaires 


Pierre VIRIOT - Chef de Service 
C) du Comite’ du Contrdle des Changes 
Robert HUBERT = Chef de Service 
ry 
Delegation @ Beyrouth 


Pierre BART = Dircoteur, Délegue aupres de la 
Republique Libanaise, 


Eugene SALMOW - Chef de Service a’ la Delegation 


Agents francais en service auprés de 
la Republique Libanaiae 


DIRECTEURS 
Andre’ ROUCOLIE - Conssiller Fisancier 


Henri ne he. ciller pour les Travaux Publics 
publique Eibane lec 


Louls PERWO¥ ~ Jeaptoteur O¢ntral, Consciller des 
Postes ct Trldgraphes | 


CHEF DE SERVICE 


ANareNAUDY - Comaciller pour la Municipalite’ 
ae Beyrouth 


Beirut, s- 
25- 


Leon LATOUR - Conseiller Agriculture, République ° 
Libdana ist 


Rend DERIJARD = Municipalite’ de Beyrouth 
Louig CIRBEAU © Consiller aux Postes et pélearaphe’s 
| MAGISTRATS 
COUR D'APPEL 


Eugene ROUSBET = President, Chef des Juridictions 
Mixtes 


Pierre DORIHAC - Avocat Gén¢ ral, Beyrouth 

Prosper TIMBAL - Conseiller, Beyrouth 
TRIBUNAL DE PRE‘ITERE INSTANVE? BE YROUTII 

Benoit ARENE ~ President 

Loute MANGIN « Vice President 

Michel HERRISON - Juge de Premiere Classe 

JUGE DE PAIX 
Regis REVOL - Beyrouth 


SOUMBELE CUES 
Fall ippe GEWMARDT ~ Sller af Tripoli (see 
®lso under "Conaeiilera*®, ae 1) 


mane. / PAR TATE chet dc Service a Zahlé 
¥ = chit de Service a’ Saida 





‘ence mene 
Se 
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G+ 
Ia Colonel OLIVA-ROGLT ~ Repre tant aupee 
dc l'Etet de Syric ry De dgue General et 
‘Fidhipotentiares 
Marcel BIEUZET ~ Chef de Service, faisant fonce~ 


- tions ax ivent adjoint eo Damas 


agents Francais en service auprés 
de la Republique 3yrienne 


DIRECTZURS 


alfred WENDLING - Consciller pour les Travaux 
Publica de lictat de Syrit 


andré CPs3E2 — Sonseiller pour 1' Instruction 
Publique de ltEtat de Syrie 


Maurice DURAND - Directeur du Service des inti-~ 
quites de Syrie 


CHEFS DE SERVICE 


leon MLRTIN ~ Consctiler pour ic Raviteillement 
de itEtat de Syric 


Jean PAYARD - Constiller des Postes et Télecraphes 
‘af Damas 


antoine THIRTON - ihmicipalite’ de Damas 
Jacques GRELLET ~- Conseiller Intericur Damas 


Picrre 8 - Constiller agronome de 1tEtat 





&.GISTRLTS .. DAMS 
caouara BOE - Predident ds le Cour de Cassa- 
~* PP emaee oemeiiler Judiclaire et. 
eur Cdndred de te Justice pele 


es ut - “perattent Pribuns Premiere 











oT 
Marcel COCA ~ Juge Tribunal premiere Instance 
Paul DECROUX ~ Juge de Paix 


Claude VuLLUY ~- Directeur, Co-directeur de 
Ltorfier des Cérdales Panifiables 


DETEGATION D'.LEP 
Emile F..UQUENOT ~ Directeur, Délégué-ad joint 


Francis LuLsMl€ - Chef de Service, Contrdle 
des Societés Concessionnaires 





Flore: DENEVLEW.ERE « Chef de Service - itunici«~ 
palite dtilep 





Pierre BuELE ~- Inepcoteur Principal des Dovanes 
a’ LLep 
M.GISTRATS .. ALEP 
Eugene BOCQUET - Président, Cour d'i.ppel 
POURQUERY DE BOISSERI ~ President de Tribunal 
Georges TIRET » Juge dtInatruction 
Janques DUUONT - (Og Béuxiene classe, 
nepeotio: aic dc ie augtist. "pele gue 
r : 3 we re paixe 
of the Prench 












etrete x 


“@entral and Plénipetentisry 1 
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Minieter Plenipotentiary on siesien 1 a 

Prefect acting as Seoretary Gensral i fe 
2) Sybordinats off totals, De legats ral 

Counsellors 5 

Directors . 7 

Servier Chiefs (1 Consul General) 25 aR: 


3) Placed at disposal of 











6) 4 ae dee 
§ Bet) to Syric 1 
dreotor) at .leppo : 
fA iccenonaloe 
4 
a. ee 
TOT..L 87 





mQa. 
Councellors 5 
Directors 21 . 
Chiefs of Service 43 
Magistrates 15 
TOT.L 87 


YOTE. shile the foregoing list is believed to be 
acourate as regards the superior civilian official per- 
sonnel of the ae General -- and that is all it 
pretends to be -- it does not by any means represent the 
totaility of the French administrative personnel in the 
Levant. The following paragraphs will give some indica- 
tion of the extent of such personnel: 


1) In the Delegation General itself there are 
three subordinate grades of "officials" (Chiefs of 
Section, Chiefs of Bureaux and Stcretaries) who perform 
minor administrative or clerical work, While these 
poste are for the most part filled by Tebanese and 
@yrian nationals, and estimate of “perhaps a score of 
Frenchmen" may be inc ludede 


2) There ig a considerable number of military 
officers “loaned” by the Freneh Comianding General io the 
Delecation General, Notable among these Bre the Chief 
of the Delegate Generalts iiilitary Cabinet, Jouslin 
DE NORAY, and some two score (41 on July 1, last) sow. 
called “political officers" who serve primarily as 

politioal-intelligence officers throughout the country. 





Se 3) Similarly "loaned" to the welleknown Office des 
Gereales Panifiables (0.C.P.) are seme 50 French 
military efficers and 20 non-commissioned officers who, 






in : 7 of their duties, are responsible to 
the Del von General,.. The head of this group is 
Colonel © VALIGY, Co-Director (with his British 


opposite number? J. 


4) No longer aubject to the direct control of the 
Delegation General, since the transfer to the States 
last spring of the “Coumon Interests", are a considerable 


Betrut, 4760 
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number of French officials, one recently acquired 
list (welifeved to be incouwplete) showing the following: 


a) Syro-Lebancae Customs; The Chief 
tor, it MAURLIN, and sone SO lesser 
oitteters, : 


tb} Ixbanese Government officials: 12 
Professors aiid teachers and 15 officials serving 
in other administrative services, chiefly Interior 
and Public Works, 


co) Syrian government officials; 18 miscel- 
lancous civilian officials and four military 
officers on "Bedouin Controls. 


The total of the Freneh personnel to which 
reference has been mad in the foregoing UOTE La 
approximately 200. The naies of those referred to 
in mombered paragraphe 3 anc 4 can be given, should 
the Department so wigh; and a list of the Politioal 
Officers (Faragrer 2) hos been promised offt of the 
lecation's attachés. . 


GEORGE YiaDSVOR TH 
Cophne tes 
jmtrioan Embassy, Paris 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 





In reply rolex to January 17, 1048 
ro - | ro se 
| , | 
\ 
PA 
OV 
NS. 
fhe Department of State transmits to the following &, 
the attached information in the hope that it will be of Tang 
\ 
value: 5 
r- Military Intelligence Division oN 
Office-ef-Navat—Entelitgence ™, 
Federal Bureau oflLavestigetion ™~ 


p— Office of Strategic Services 


Enolosure: 
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UBRESTRICTED 
To the 
Officer in Charge of the American Mission, 
México, D. F. 


fhe Honorable Camille Chamoun, Minister of the Re- 
publie of Lebanon at London, who recently visited this 
oo as Lebanese representative to the International 
Civil Aviation Conference, stated that the Lebanese Gov- 
ernment desires to secure Mexican recognition of Lebanese 

denee and requested that the Department inform the 

Mexiean Government regariing the steps which the United 
States has take in this connection. 


There are enclosed certain press releases, as listed 
below, with respeet to the recent recognition by this Gov~ 
ernment of the ependence of Syria and Lebanon, as well 
as sepies ef the American Minister's letters of credence 
and remrke which he made at the time he presented 
his eredentials. If the Officer in Charge perceives no 
objestion thereto, he should transmit these enclosures to 
the Mexican Ministry for Foreign Affairs, making reference 
te the request of Mr. Chamoun. 


Yanolosures: 


le Press Release No. 441, 
September 19, 1944. 


2. Stetement of President Roosevelt 


on Recognition of Syria and Lebanon, ~~ = ~~ 


released September 20, 1944. 


Press Release No. 449, F Ms 
September 23, 1944. r+ MAA 


Mr, Wadsworth's Letter of Credence ‘ 
as Minister to the Republic of ayria; — 


of Lebanon, and mutatis mtandis to the =" 
President of Syria, when presenting his *.. 
Letter of Credence. Wi of 





alse his Letter of Credence as Minister fee 
to the Republic of Lebanon. ‘te 4s 


rks of Mr. Wadsworth to the President. >“\, nd 


trig-zli/s/1io*’ 3062 


Sis 
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